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A. What? Objectives of the European Year 

1. Taking into account the results achieved so far by the European strategy to fight poverty and social exclusion, what are the main challenges/obstacles still to be addressed across the EU in combating poverty and social exclusion? How could the European Year highlight these? What should the Year's objectives be?

Poverty and Social Exclusion exist in all member states of the European Union. They are the result of market economies, of processes of social and economical changes and of insufficient social security. There are differences between the levels of minimum income in various countries as well as in the percentages of national income that are used for social security. 
The Year’s objectives should be to draw attention to the fact of poverty and social exclusion, especially for certain groups, like child poverty or poverty among migrants. The Year should also highlight the fact that employment does not always protect against poverty (the group of the so-called working poor) and should draw attention to the people in precarious employment.  It should also pay attention to economic migration processes. 
Against this background, the Year could help identifying reasons for poverty and social exclusion, analyzing it, drawing attention to and developing strategies against social exclusion. These strategies should take into account specific backgrounds in the different member states. One main strategy is employment, but it is not sufficient and has to be accompanied by other rights, such as the availability of and access to social services, the access of vulnerable groups to information sources, etc. 

2. How can the Year contribute to reiterate and strengthen the political commitment of the European Union and its Member States to eradicate poverty and social exclusion, and in particular to the preparation, in 2011, of a follow-up to the previous cycle of the Open Method of Coordination?

The fight against poverty and social exclusion is and has to be a permanent one which has mostly to be dealt with at the national level. But co-operation, exchange of good practices examples etc between member states can contribute to better understanding and easier exchange of experience and expertise to assist transfer of practices and policies.
An open consultation, comparable to the one of social reality stock taking, on the Open Method of Coordination could be useful. The OMC-process should be evaluated with a view to its contribution to and impact on the eradication of poverty and social exclusion. 
Within the remit of the Year attention should also be paid to the engagement of civil society in the social policy process. 

3. How can it draw most effectively on all lessons learnt in the context of implementing the OMC up until today, and also upon previous European Years and on other initiatives such as for example the gender equality roadmap and the European Youth Pact?
The OMC is mostly a process of the EU and of national actors. There are many levels that feel excluded from the OMC, like civil society, especially NGOs. In some countries representation is requested from regional and local authorities who are already overburdened with reporting procedures, whereas NGOs cannot participate.  
A consultation of involved and not-involved actors could be helpful. An international conference dealing with strategies to fight poverty and social exclusion could actively stimulate representation from all decision making levels. 
4. How can the Year contribute to an increased political visibility for the social objectives of the European Union, in response to citizens' concerns and aspirations? 
Through recommendations to national governments to explain the division of responsibilities in the field of social policy to its citizens.

5. In relation to the above-mentioned objectives, what do you see as the key message(s) of the European Year of Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion? And how can this key message(s) be best communicated?

ICSW proposes the following key messages: 
- Poverty as a policy issue has to be mainstreamed as well as the fight against poverty and the fight against social exclusion 

- the fight against poverty and social exclusion cannot only be handled through economical growth and more jobs. Special help to reintegration and access to social services also is needed. Economic and social development should go hand in hand, also in policy debates and strategies, and should be characterised as equally contributing to the quality of life of the citizens of Europe within their own right, not as cause and effect or as dependant factors.
B. Who? Involvement of stakeholders

1. How would you like the Year to involve your particular organisation?

ICSW is a non-governmental organization that seeks to advance social welfare, social development and social justice. Our basic mission is to promote forms of social and economic development which aim to reduce poverty, hardship and vulnerability, especially amongst disadvantaged people. 
ICSW is motivated to engage in the Year intensively when it comes to analyze and draw public attention to the issues. We could do so by organizing international conferences and cross-national research projects, by producing publications or giving expertise to the European commission as well as to Member States of the EU. 

2. What mechanisms can ensure that the Year encourages the participation in society of disadvantaged groups?

Best solution would be to work with NGOs and / or the local level who work at the basis and in close contact with the targeted groups. Special working groups should engage disadvantaged people at local level and guarantee their active participation in a non-threatening environment. 
3. How can the Year best involve – constructively, together – the various stakeholders – people experiencing poverty; NGOs; community groups; social partners; local/regional authorities; service providers; national authorities, citizens in general? 

The Commission should finance and facilitate international, national and local conferences, round tables and especially cross-national projects. Training opportunities and specific support should be available for those stakeholders that are not yet used to active participation to help them to voice their experiences and opinions. 
C. How? Overall design, framework and types of actions

1. What types of actions/initiatives would you consider useful for achieving the objectives of the Year at both EU and national and sub-national levels?

The fight against poverty and social exclusion has to become an integrated part of all European policies, it has to be mainstreamed. Social policies should be considered equal to economics and not subordinated to them. 

It could be an idea to define precise goals on social issues like the Lisbon-goals, for example on reducing illiteracy, lack of education etc - with the assistance of the people most involved. The target population should be included in defining the goals, in assessing the impact of policies and in evaluating the results.
2. How can the Year best be framed and steered by the EU level?  What kind of support (advice, technical assistance, guidelines, financial, etc) would you expect from the EU level in the implementation of the Year? What about corresponding support from Member State and local/regional level?

The EU should lead in defining goals and should try to establish concrete plans together with member states and stakeholders. It should guarantee and facilitate the equal participation of all stakeholders, including the most vulnerable groups.
Central as well as decentralised events should take place with a focus on decentralised activities (at least 95 % of all activities) as it is important to bring Europe to its citizens. 

It is important to note that especially NGOs and grass-root-associations as well as sometimes local communities do not always have financial means for the co-financing of cultural or social activities, conferences or projects. Therefore a 100 % funding would be best. 
3. How can the Year link back in the most effective way to existing EU policies and strategies in a wide sense (e.g. gender equality issues; combating discriminations and promoting equal opportunities, etc.) and to results of previous European Years in issues related to the fight against poverty and social exclusion?
EU can assure these links when establishing guidelines. 

Active and engaged NGOs respect in any case the different EU policies and link them. However, the European Commission should also give a good example and assure the co-operation between the different DGs. 

4. How can the Year ensure the best interaction with activities under current EU programmes and Funds in the social field (PROGRESS, ESF etc.) but also in other areas as, for example, Education, Active Citizenship, Youth, etc.?

The existing funding Programmes and the structural funds are in part identical with the goals of the European Year 2010. Calls for proposals and calls for tenders should, especially in the years 2008, 2009 and 2010, be related or even focused on the European Year. 

D. Lasting Value

1. How can the Year further the objective of mutual learning?

The EU can do so by financing more cross-national projects in the field of knowledge exchange and sharing of experiences, by encouraging and facilitating the creation of active networks around specific areas of interest and/or policy issues. 
2. How could the Year best interact with the National strategies for fighting poverty and social exclusion? How might it improve its consistency with the European strategy, strengthen the co-ordination of policies to promote social inclusion and encourage more effective policy making?
National governments should be encouraged to include the Year and its goals in their national strategies from the earliest possible moment, i.e. from 2008 onwards. Mention should be made of the way stakeholders will be involved at national, regional and local levels. 

3. What would you consider a successful result at the closing of the Year?

Higher awareness in European societies of the existence of poverty, also in industrial nations, and of the fact that the fight against poverty is possible and can be successful.
Stronger correspondence between social and economic issues in the debate at local, national and European levels, based on evidence that the return on investment in social policies is just as valuable to society as economic profit is.

Mainstreaming the fight against poverty and social exclusion in all EU policies. 

A better knowledge of the socio-economic processes

More active participation, especially of vulnerable groups, in the debate at national and European levels.
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