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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT               
Last month, in Kuala Lumpur, I took over the European presidency from Solveig Askjem. Solveig has been a very active and committed president for four years. She kept us together, inspired us to establish new directions and organised a number of interesting activities. Last year she was asked to be the global president at the same time. A hard job, I come to that later, but she has decided to continue the global presidency for another two years. I wish her success and wisdom, it certainly is needed in the years coming. 

Let me introduce myself. I  have been in the social field for over 30 years. I used to be a youth worker, an editor, a manager, a researcher and a professor. I have studied theology and did my PH.D. in social science. From different perspectives I have been mainly engaged in national and local social issues. For the last few years I have been an executive director of the NIZW, the Netherlands Institute for Care and Welfare. The NIZW is a mainly state financed research and development institute to support social workers and social policy makers.  

First Meeting with the ICSW

My first meeting with the ICSW was in Jerusalem where the global conference was held in 1998. From that conference I learned about a broad social work concept that dominated some of the debates. The  conference was very inspiring for me. Since then I attended a number of conferences, became a member of ICSW and a year ago was elected as an ExCo member of the European region. For me ICSW is firstly a network of organisations and people involved in the social field. Secondly, the ICSW is a recognised international NGO within the UN system and European NGO platform. In that respect it advocates for the marginal and excluded people in our own countries and in the less developed countries. ICSW enables cooperation between member states and exchanges of information and knowledge. The old lady (76 years) is still energetic and powerful but facing some real financial problems.

The Conference in Kuala Lumpur

The conference in Kuala Lumpur was very inspiring. Over 1000 participants from about 70 countries were present. Among the conference attendees were a number of Ministers from different countries, representatives from international bodies (UN, World Bank, ASEAN), academic researchers, directors and staff members of national recognised organisations in the social field and many practitioners and grassroots representatives. Malaysia is a Muslim State and this was the background of the conference as well. You saw it in the veils of the Muslim women and you heard it in many presentations and workshops. 

Just a few days before our Conference took place, the Malaysian Prime Minister, mr. Datuk Seri Abdulah Ahmed Badawi, presented speeches to the World Assembly of Churches and to the meeting of Islamic leaders. In both speeches – he was expected to ad-dress the ICSW conference as well but in the last minute he was not able to do so – he stressed that the Islamic religion has to modernise and should be more open and tolerant. He referred to Malaysia as a country where Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus and Christians ive together, a true multiracial country. In the Malaysian newspapers there was a debate on his statement that it was a historic mistake to finalise the ijtihad, somewhere in the Middle Ages. The ijtihad was the Islamic tradition to re-interpret the Koran according to new times and circumstances. This re-interpreting was a strong power for innovation and science. The best scholars from the Muslim world came together to discuss and to find solutions for new challenges. But then it was decided that the work of interpretation of the Koran was done and the books were closed and for that reason the Islam became a conservative power instead of an renewing one. This Prime Minister's statement of opening the ijtihad again was supported by many comments in the newspapers. 

The interesting thing is that this Prime Minister used to be a recognised Islamic Scholar, as his father was as well. 

What I felt during the conference was a strong wish to be understood and recognised as a vital and tolerant religion. One of the speakers made clear to me that the theory of the Clash of civilisations  (Huntington) was beating the Muslims into a corner. He saw this kind of stereotyping as highly unproductive. As with other  speakers and debaters, he looked for common ground among the different religions. I became impressed by the intense efforts to find a kind of spiritual and social concept based on the core values, such as peace, tolerance, and respect. 

In Europe the social and religious debates are often separated from each other. Many of us see churches as conservative, good at doctrines and rituals but not being a resource for social change. In Asia and Africa religion and social policy are much more related to each other. Many of the people in this part of the world feel the Western concept of rights and affluence as opposed to social compassion and being responsible for your fellow citizens. In the EU there is a debate as to whether social policy is an outcome of economic success or a condition for economic prosperity. In other parts of the world the social debate is about a social human being as the ultimate goal of politics and economics. Economy, rights, polity have as their most important objective to 'produce' a social being, committed to his community, her family, her state and world. I was thinking of my own political leaders in the Netherlands and in Europe. Values and ethics are seen as safeguarding a certain security and decency in our societies. Social polity is a highly technocratic management of systems. We need a spark of this more social and even spiritual way of thinking and living of countries in the East and South. 

ICSW

Before and after the Conference it was back to business. The ICSW faces a number of financial problems and there are conflicting interests. The ICSW is strong in its conferences and activities, strong in its performance on the global level but as a matter of fact the number of people involved is rather small and the income from membership fees is very restricted. I think we need, as a matter of urgency, to involve more people and recruit more countries as members. On the global level the ICSW, representing a broad field of social issues, is highly welcomed and on the European level I really think there is a need for debates, improving practices, and giving the social sector a little more soul and power to change. 

For comments, support, questions, please send me 

e-mails (hansvanewijk@planet.nl).

Hans van Ewijk

ICSW European Region

Report and summing up 

from the President July 2004 

by Solveig Askjem
After close to four years as leader of ICSW Europe, I would like to comment on the development in the organisation, and on future challenges.

The European region has chosen to work particularly on Social Rights and Social Cohesion, and has in 2004 carried out two expert meetings on these themes, and plans a third meeting on Social Cohesion. The main activity in 2003 was the ICSW European Conference in Oslo with the theme: Different faces of poverty – Fighting Social Exclusion with participant from 19 countries.

For some members the themes like Social Rights and Social Cohesion are abstract terms which do not influence their daily lives, while for many others, the question of bringing about and maintaining social rights is a matter of life and death, and also for some a question of being able to live a dignified life.

The question of Social Rights for all is also a question of distribution of wealth, about the will and ability to share material and other benefits. Therefore it was suggested at the expert meeting in Budapest, to put effort into carrying through an European Social and Economic Forum – possibly with other collaborators. Personally, I believe that it is important to throw light on the connection between social economic arrangements, decisions on social policy, and social rights. It is my hope that ICSW will be able to contribute to such a forum with the aim of throwing light on decisions on social policy. Another important follow up of the expert meetings, is the development of documents and carrying through of the European conference in Lucerne in June 2005. Here we will discuss the future of the European Social Model.

Capacity building and co-operation

It is also a task for ICSW member organisations to contribute to a greater understanding of how NGOs can strengthen democracy, by having a more client oriented approach to problems that concern its members. This can be brought about by strengthening relations between the parties; the users of health and social services, politicians, leaders of organisations and colleagues. It strengthens the capacity in a civil society to challenge people to work on bettering the conditions in their close environment, or by working for the improvement of the life conditions of others. We must be concerned about others; this will also give each of us a more meaningful life. 

ICSW with its long tradition of working with the transfer of knowledge and information activity tied to social themes, has always had two distinguishing features:

1. To work globally

2. To work with the overlaying connections, usually not with individual groups with special needs.

Concerning the first point, we in Europe could say that we are international in the sense that we work in Social Platform in the EU and in the Liaison Committee for the European Council. We have also sent delegations to the Committee for Social Development in UN for many years. However, as ICSW, we have not had many projects across borders – in the sense of co-operation with countries outside Europe, with the exception of a certain amount of co-operation with South or Central Asia, “The Black Sea Group”.

I wish that the European region will develop further an interregional co-operation within ICSW,  for instance that Europe and Africa could work together on a project. In order to strengthen the co-operation with other organisations, I, as global president, have met with International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) and International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW). These efforts should be developed further in Europe.

Concerning the second point, we work for better infrastructures and strive to convince the decision makers nationally, regionally and globally to look into broad topics to solve social problems. It is very challenging and not easy to see the connections between the needs of a single group and how the general social systems should act to support the group. Very few organisations have this goal, and we know that it is not easy to get funding for this kind of capacity building .The contributors are very often more engaged in specific problems such as handicapped, elderly and women issues. I think we still have a very important role to play in working with the complex and overlaying connections of different social issues.

Networking

In order to develop good documents with new know-ledge when we work with UN and EU, we are dependent on the efforts of researchers. It is therefore of great interest to seek more formal co-operation with research institutes, for instance European Centre in Vienna, NIZW in the Netherlands, STAKES in Finland etc. The Danish initiated Social Monitor project, which is a sub-regional co-operation between countries around the Baltic Sea, is an example of a very import-ant co-operation. Countries east and west of the Baltic Sea have been able to discuss possibilities for improving child protection and to solve questions of unemployment, and to compare social political solutions. In this, there is co-operation between NGOs, researchers and representatives of public affairs.

Newsletter

In order to strengthen the exchange of information, the European region has adhered to the arrangement of publishing the European Newsletter four times a year. I hope this will continue. We ought to find out whether other regions would like to receive the publication.

Membership

We know that several countries in the east want membership in ICSW. Russia and Ukraine are examples. We should work further toward this. 

At present we have 13 category A members and 

one (Poland ) as active non paying members and 

4 category C members. Many active international organisations in Europe are also members of ICSW. 

Economy

The finances for European Region in 2004 are satisfactory. 

It is my wish that the European Region will grow and become a stronger influence on Social Rights and Social Inclusion in the future.

Thank you for pleasant co-operation and for all efforts and support to ICSW!

News from ICSW - members
Meeting of the Committee of Representatives of the European Region of 1CSW 

By  Marjaliisa Kauppinen
The meeting of the Committee of Representatives of the European Region of ICSW was held in connect-ion with the 31st International Conference on Social Progress and Social Justice in Kuala Lumpur 15 August 2004. 

The election of most regional officials had already been made in the meeting of the Global Committee of Representatives.

Our former Regional President Solveig Askjem from Norway was elected the Global President and Christian Rollet from France the Global Treasurer.  

Hans van Ewijk from the Netherlands will start as our new Regional President and Marjaliisa Kauppinen from Finland will continue as the Regional Treasurer. 

The European Region of ICSW will have four members in the Global Executive Committee during the two next years. They will be Hans van Ewijk as the Regional President and the others will be Dirk Jarré, Marjaliisa Kauppinen and Marie-Noelle Cottet-Plantavid. These four persons will be at the same time members of the Regional Executive Committee. Two more members namely Yaakov Kop from Israel and Albinas Bagdonas from Lithuania were elected to the Regional Executive Committee. 

The program of the European Region will be carried out along the lines adopted first in Lisbon and later on in Oslo till the next Regional Conference in Lucerne. The report of the expert meeting in Budapest on Social Rights was adopted with satisfaction. The next expert meeting on Social Cohesion will be held next November in the Netherlands. The results of these meetings will be used in the Lucerne Conference. The results of the Conference will assist to determine the future activities of the ICSW European Region. 

ICSW has been actively involved especially with European Platform of Social NGOs, but also with the Council of Europe and European Antipoverty Network (EAPN).  

The preparations of the Lucerne conference are proceeding well. The title of the conference is "The Future of the European Social Model". The first announcement has been sent out. We hope to get a lot of participants also from those countries where we do not yet have member organisations. 

The financial situation of the Region is currently satisfactory, but because of the financial problems in the global level, it was decided that this year the global office will be supported by the Region with approximately the same sum that will be the regional part of the fees. It was however pointed out that this is the only time the Region will support the Global activities this way. 

The next meeting of the Committee of Representatives of the European Region will be held in connection of the Regional Conference in the beginning of June 2005.  

Impression from Social Monitor Seminar in Tallinn , Estonia 2004. 

Members of The Danish Council on Social Welfare -The International Board participated from the 6th to 9th of June 2004 in the Fifth Social Monitor Seminar in Tallinn, Estonia. 

The Theme of the Seminar was the Lisbon-process and the National reports of National Action Plans including fighting poverty and exclusion, in the countries around the Baltic Sea.

Our hosts from the National Section of ICSW in Estonia welcomed us at the Airport. From there we went to the apartments and hotels in the Medieval Town in the City where we stayed during the Seminar.

The Seminar took place in the Conference Centre Hotel Hermes, ten minutes drive by car from the Medieval Town and we had a good look of other parts of the city, which is so to speak, "the other side of the coin". The City of Tallinn is on the North-coast of Estonia, next to the Baltic Sea and the Finnish Bay. There are Ferries to Helsinki in Finland, several times a day and it takes only 3 hours to go there. Helicopters are flying as well. 

The Lisbon-process and the NAPincl in focus

The Seminar was divided in two parts, one part was the National work with the Lisbon-process, and the other part were the Reports from the NAP (the National Action Plan). ICSW . Nine different Countries around the Baltic Sea were represented, including Poland, Russia, Sweden, Norway, Germany, Denmark, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 

Hugh Frazer, from the EU-commission, gave a lecture on the work with the Lisbon-process. The Seminar reflected in many ways how different each Country focused when using the Lisbon-process as a method and on what part of the Social Politic the focus should be.

In spite of differences, the participants agreed that the work with the Lisbon-process is important, and by using the reports, we have the opportunity to experience other methods and different forms of practice. Also, from countries outside the EU, i.e. Norway and Russia, who also have similar problems to handle the Social Politic.

More of the participants wished to focus on single problems, such as families, children, trafficking, the Role of the NGOs in the civil society, social rights, etc.                      

There were proposals to continue the work with the NAP-Reports in the frames of the Lisbon-process and in that way try to have influence on the national governments to prevent social exclusion. 

The importance of the fact, that we are rich and poor countries together, was also pointed out. 

In spite of the differences there are many similarities in the way we handle the social- and economic problems, but the opportunities to solve the problems is very different, country by country.

Social Monitor 2005

It was suggested that St. Petersburg in Russia, should be the host for the next Social Monitor Seminar in 2005. 

The City of Tallinn ("The Danish Town") is a place to discover and the Medieval Town is both a picturesque and a aesthetic joy where the artists are painting and selling their work, the Town is also called "Little Paris".

The Town and especially the City have been developed for tourists, but if you take the tramp, you will also see "the shadow side" of Tallinn.      

The contradictions in Social and Economic problems appears through the poor elderly women who where selling their small bouquets of flowers to rich Estonians and tourists. 

However, some few impressions of the City shall not cover up that Estonia has much more to offer than we could discover in four days.

Jan Kjærgaard Hansen

The Danish Council on Social Welfare  

Member of the International board

Conferences and Seminars
ICSW Expert meeting on Social Responsibility the Netherlands, 

5-7 November 2004
ICSW Europe has set up a series of expert meetings on the two priorities in its work programme 2003-2004: social rights and social cohesion. The outcomes of the expert meetings will be used also as inputs for the Regional Conference on the European social model in June 2005 in Lucerne, Switzerland. The first expert meeting in Budapest, organised by ICSW Germany, dealt with the issue of social rights. The second meeting in Bratislava, organised by ICSW Norway and Israel, focused on integration and cohesion. The third meeting in Amersfoort, the Netherlands will focus on social responsibility. 

The speakers and some participants have been invited, but of course, there are still places available for experts selected by members of ICSW European Region to participate in this expert meeting. The costs of travel and accommodation will have to be paid by the members or the experts themselves. Because of the limited number of places (maximum 20 participants), we kindly ask members to propose possible experts to us before the end of September. Confirmation of their participation will take place in the first week of October. 

ICSW members are requested to send the names, function and contact information of experts who are interested in participating, by email to 

ICSW_Europe@nizw.nl

before 30 September. 

ICSW Expert meeting on Social Responsibility,

the Netherlands 5-7 November  2004

Programme

Venue:
hotel De Tabaksplant, Amersfoort
Friday 5 November 2004 

16.00 – 16.30


Welcome by Mr Ronald Bandell and introduction 

by the chairperson, Mr Hans van Ewijk
16.30 – 18.00


Social responsibility and citizenship. How to organise

social responsibility and empowering the position of citizens. What do we expect from citizens and other actors in matters like self supportiveness, participati-on, social behaviour and social commitment, and how can we implement strategies to promote and imple-ment those expectations? Mr Krijn van Beek, secretary general of the Dutch Council for social development.

19.00   

Dinner 

Saturday 6 November 2004
9.00 – 10.30


Social responsibility and civil society. What is the role of NGOs, and what are their responsibilities? 

Mr. Jürgen Gohde, Deutsche Diakonie

11.00 – 12.30


Corporate Social responsibility. Public-Private Partnerships for Social Cohesion: (Economic) Burden Sharing or Division of Labour”?
Mr. Ole Kirkelund, Research Manager 

The Copenhagen Centre, Denmark
Lunch

14.00 – 15.30 

The role of government. The social responsibilities of national and local authorities 

16.00 – 18.00

Presentation of local social policy in Amersfoort and

reception by the city councillor 

19.30

Dinner

Sunday 7 November 2004 
09.00 – 10.00


European social policies on social cohesion and social 

responsibility.  European Centre for Social Welfare  

Policy and Research, Vienna
10.00 -  12.00 


How does social responsibility relate to the European 

social model?  Reflections, conclusions and  recom-

mendations for the ICSW European Region confe-

rence in Lucerne in June 2005

chaired by Mr. Walter Schmid, Schweizerische Konferenz für Sozialhilfe

12.00 

End of meeting
The third European Social Forum  

14-17 October in London.

The European Social Forum was launched from the World Social Forum meeting in Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

Its first two massive gatherings were in Florence (2002) and Paris (2003). 
The ESF is a giant gathering for everyone opposed to war, racism and corporate power, everyone who wants to see global justice, workers' rights and a sustainable society. It is a unique opportunity where social movements, trade unions, NGOs, refugees, peace and anti-imperialist groups, anti-racist movements, environmental movements, networks of the excluded and community campaigns from Europe and the world can come together to discuss how to achieve global social justice for all and debate ways of making 'another world is possible'.

The Forum will be launched with a large opening event on Thursday 14th followed by three days of discussion and debate involving leading activists from around the world as well as music, drama, film-showings and exhibitions celebrating the global movement. The key themes addressed will be: 

*
War and peace 

*
Democracy and fundamental rights 

*
Social justice and solidarity: against privatisation (deregulation), for workers, social and women’s rights 

*
Corporate globalisation and global justice 

*
Against racism, discrimination and the far right: for equality and diversity 

*
Environmental crisis and sustainable society 

The Assembly of Social Movements, an open decision making body, will also meet on the Sunday morning followed by an International demonstration through central London on Sunday afternoon. 

This year’s ESF in London will bring together thousands of people from across the UK, Europe and the world and is an unmissable event for everyone who wants to see a better world. Demand for places is expected to be high so if you wish to attend you will need to register early. 

You can register at: www.fse-esf.org
Publications
FEANTSA Newsletter. 
The Newsletter "Homeless in Europe" is a tri-annual electronic magazine. Each issue deals with a particular theme that is topical in relation to homeless-ness across Europe. Contributors to the magazine  include stakeholders, researchers, local authority representatives and experts from the EU institutions and other international bodies. Subscription is free. If you wish to subscribe to the FEANTSA newsletter, contact the communications officer: dearbhal.murphy@feantsa.org

The Newsletter can be downloaded from:

http://www.feantsa.org/code/en/hp.asp

Baltic 21 Report

Five Years of Regional Progress Towards Sustainable Development
This report has been developed for submission to the Prime Ministers of the Baltic Sea States meeting at the 5th Baltic Sea States Summit on 21 June 2004. It delivers a concise assessment of sustainable development trends in the Baltic Sea Region and a review of the progress in the implementation of the Baltic 21 Action Programme. 

Download the report at:

http://www.baltic21.org/?monitoringsd#2004

Interesting Websites

Active Citizenship Network
Active Citizenship Network (ACN) officially began in December of 2001 as the European and international branch of the Italian citizen movement, Cittadinanzattiva (Active Citizenship). Its mission is to promote and support the construction of a European citizenship as an “active citizenship” meaning the exercise of powers and responsibilities of citizens in policy making. This recognizes the prior role of natio-nal and local citizens’ organizations and their strengthening as participants in policy making. It also requires an enrichment of the concept of subsidiarity in the European Union to include the relationship between institutions and citizens, in order that institutions favor the free initiative of citizens, both as individuals and as organizations, in carrying out activities directed to the common interest. 

Find ACN at : http://www.activecitizenship.net/about_us.htm

Calender of events
October 2-5, 2004

Adelaide, Australia
International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW)

Conference: "Reclaiming Civil Society"

Information: 

www.icms.com.au/ifsw
October 6-9, 2004

7th European Health Forum Gastein.

Creating a better future for health in Europe.

Global Health Challenges

Bad Hofgastein, Austria

Information: 

http://www.ehfg.org/website04-2/1stannouncement.pfd

October 21-23, 2004

Venice, Italy
International Conference:

"Providing Integrated Health and Social Care for Older Persons-Facing the Challenges in Europe"

Information: 

http://www.euro.centre.org/procare

October 15-17, 2004

European Social Forum, London

Information: http://www.fse-esf.org/

November 5-7, 2004

Amersfoort, the Nederslands

ICSW Expert meeting on 

“Social Responcibility”

Mail, before September 30, to: ICSW_Europe@nizw.nl
January 26 - 31, 2005 

World Social Forum, Porto Alegre, Brazil

Information: 

http://www.worldsocialforum.org
June 1-3,  2005

Lucerne-Switzerland

ICSW -European Regional Conference
The Future of the European Social Model

Express your interest in receiving the Second Announcement and Registration Form at:

http://www.icsw.socialswitzerland-socialeurope.org/
Colophone

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published quarterly by Danish Council on Social Welfare.

Material may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome. 

Contributions or suggestions are send to:

Danish Council on Social Welfare
Lole Møller & Sussie Helen Baumkirchner

Socialpolitisk Forening

Kulturhuset Nordvest

Dortheavej 61

2400 Copenhagen NV, Denmark

Telphone 
+45 35 82 83 50

Fax: 

+45 35 82 83 58 

E-mail: socpolfo@post.tele.dk

ICSW European Region

President: Hans van Ewijk

Netherlands Institute for Care and Welfare (NIZW)

Catharijnesingel 47

P.O.Box 19 152

NL-3501 DD Utrecht

The Netherlands

Telephone: +31 30 230 6662

Fax: + 31 30 230 6540

E-mail:: Hansvanewijk@planet.nl

Treasurer: Marjaliisa Kauppinen
P/a STAKES

P.O.Box 220

00531 Helsinki

Finland

Telephone 
+358 9 3967 2020

Fax:

+358 9 3967 2417

E-mail: marjaliisa.kauppinen@stakes.fi
Website ICSW  www.iscw.org
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