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Time is running very quickly, and it is already spring time and white nights here in Norway. We need to do as much as possible before summer vacation stops our efforts.

The activity in ICSW Europe is rather high this spring. 

We have just had our Expert Meeting in Budapest in April. It was a very interesting event.

Expert Meeting in Budapest: 

The joint planning by Dirk Jarrè and Alma Amrhein from The German Association together with our member organisation in Hungary with Professor Zsuzsa Ferge as the leading lady, was an interesting and very successful co-operation among two of our member organisations. 20 participants from 12 different countries had the pleasure of feeling the hospitality of the host organisation in Budapest. The theme of the meeting was:” Social Rights – The Issue of Effective Implementation”. Maybe some of our members will ask: What is European Social Charter? In short, we can say: It is a treaty that states promise to respect upon ratification. The first treaty of Social Rights was signed in 1961 and three Protocols were added to the charter in 1988, 1991 and 1995. Finally the revised Social Charter was opened for signature in 1996 and entered into force in 1999. The main content is that the states require to carry out a policy that secure their inhabitants the right to housing, right to health, the right to education, the right to employment, the right to social protection and the right to non discrimination.

To implementation of Social Rights to the inhabitants is dependent on legal instruments, political will in the different countries, active NGOs and on economy to meet the required guaranteed protection against poverty and social exclusion, among others.

One of the experts, Professor Matti Mikkola gave us a very interesting overview over the legal foundation of European Social Security.

Not all of the participants were specialists in Social Rights, but through very active discussions we returned to our home countries more aware of the important issues and with more knowledge on how to work for implementation. One idea in the summing up was to arrange an European Social and Economic Forum to discuss further implementation of The Social Rights. We worked on a recommendation the last day, and all our member organisations will receive it when it is finished. In the coming ExCo meeting, we will discuss how to bring this important task further.

General Assembly in Social Platform  
 I had the pleasure to take part in the General Assembly in Brussels April 23.

35 different NGOs took part together with a representative from The European Parliament.

The G.A. was very well planned and run.

The Social NGOs adopted a statement that welcomes and supports the enlargement of the European Union to 25 Member States, but stresses the importance of strengthening social policies and provisions across the enlarged Union. 

We discussed a new membership fee system and adopted a work program for 2004.

The Social Platform`s specific aims and objectives are: Shaping policy, facilitating dialogue, developing knowledge, and building networks. On the agenda for 2004 we find for example: “Mainstreaming Social Goals into Economic Policies,” Fundamental Rights and the Future of Europe" and “Governance and 

Participatory Democracy.” I think you will find more information from our representative in Social Platform, Mr Dirk Jarrè, in this Newsletter. He is vice president of Social Platform and chairs a Working Group on Social Policy.

Social Monitor seminar in Estonia.

At the time of writing, ICSW in Denmark is very busy planning our fourth seminar for countries around the Baltic Sea. It will take place in Tallinn from June 6 to 9 this year.

More information about the seminar will follow. 

Expert Meeting on Migration in Bratislava 

starts on Sunday night June 13 after our ExCo meeting the same day. The expert meeting is a follow up on a meeting on “Immigrants in Europe- Marginalization and Opportunities in Oslo October 1999”.

 National Committees of ICSW in Israel and Norway are preparing it together. I hope we will have many good inputs and will have a document to be used for advocating work later on.

ICSW Global Conference in Kuala Lumpur 

August 16- 20, 2004 

Our member organisation in Malaysia together with our office in London is very active preparing the upcoming event. I believe it is a very important for people to meet and to learn from each other about common interests in the field of social policy. I know that we have very much accessible knowledge on Internet and in books and journals, but to take part personally in a multicultural event like a Global Conference is a unique experience. I wish all of you will have the opportunity to take part in this experience. Look up our website to be updated - www.icsw.org   I really hope to see you in Kuala Lumpur.

Meetings in Executive committee and Commits of representatives:

Please remember that we have very important meetings ahead. We will discuss a new program for ICSW and we have elections both on European level and Global. Hope all the member organisations have sent in proposals for new members in the different roles. 

I wish you all the best for this lovely springtime, and hope to see you in different ICSW activities.

Best wishes from

Solveig Askjem, May 2004

News from ICSW - members

Information about Baltic Sea Conference in Pãrnu, Estonia.

The conference “ Challenges for Baltic Civil Society in a Changing Europe” was held in Pãrnu, Estonia on April 16 – 17 2004. The aim of the conference was to bring together NGOs and CBSS for the purpose of working together with the Baltic states in developing solutions to their problems, and in their accession to EU. This is an important forum for all NGOs.

ICSW participated last year, and this year, the under- signed took part.

The main themes for the key note speakers were structure and plans for NGOs work in the region, especially in Estonia.

Workshops varied greatly. ICSW was represented in the workshop on “ NGOs for Supporting Social Inclusion”, with a paper on Foster Home Placement.

An important part of the work was done by focal point persons, aiming at agreeing on a Final Statement on “Challenges for Baltic Sea Civil Society in a Changing Europe”.

The next conference will take part in Poland.

Vigdis Bunkholdt,     ICSW Norway.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Social Rights in Europe

ICSW Expert meeting in Budapest, 

16-18 April 2004
ICSW European Region invited experts in the field of social rights and ICSW representatives to an expert meeting to discuss the ways in which social rights are implemented in the European Region, identify the barriers confronted in taking up these rights and how these barriers can be overcome. Special attention was paid to the role that ICSW as an umbrella organisation of non-governmental service providers and advocacy groups can play in guaranteeing fundamental rights for all people in Europe. 

Participants from 12 countries met in Budapest for the expert meeting, which took place in the offices of the Hungarian Alliance of Social Professionals. Among the participants were two members of the European Committee of Social Rights, the supervisory body of the Council of Europe for the implementation of the European Social Charter.

The expert meeting defined social rights as funda-mental human rights to be enjoyed by all people, without restrictions and at all times. The changes in demographic structures, value systems, societies and distribution of wealth propose challenges to the social system which need to be taken into account when ‘redesigning’ a social model for Europe. Many funda-mental social rights are still denied or difficult to take up, for various reasons. Shared values, objectives and principles need to be debated and communicated to obtain a balanced society. In addition, it is necessary to prove that investing in social rights is a sound invest-ment with demonstrable profits for society. ICSW was encouraged to achieve a stronger role for NGOs to use the collective complaints procedure of the European Social Charter. 

Another opportunity envisaged was the organisation of a European Social and Economic Forum to discuss the development of a comprehensive model for Europe in which economic and social aspects is taken into account. 

The participants prepared a paper summarising the findings and recommendations, which will be available shortly. This expert meeting is the first of a series of meetings leading up to the next European Region conference in Luzern in June 2005. 

An expert meeting on Migration will take place in Bratislava in June. In November, another expert meeting in the Netherlands will focus on Social Cohesion and Social Responsibility. 

The final papers of these meetings will contribute to the debate on the European Social Model and the role of NGO´s during the Luzern conference in 2005. 

Thea Meinema

ICSW Europe and the European Anti-Poverty Network  (EAPN)
EAPN is an independent coalition of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and groups involved in the fight against poverty and social exclusion in the Member States of the European Union (EU). 

EAPN is supported by the European Commission. Its objectives are:

· to put the fight against poverty and social exclusion at the top of the EU agenda;

· to promote and enhance the effectiveness of action against poverty and social exclusion;

· to lobby for and with people and groups facing poverty and social exclusion.

EAPN is a network of 15 National Networks of anti-poverty NGOs and grass-roots groups in every EU Member State and 26 European Organisations mainly active in the fight against poverty and social exclusion.

The Network has a Secretariat based in Brussels. 

To pursue its objectives EAPN:

Keeps under close review Community policies and programmes likely to impact on groups facing poverty and social exclusion and develops proposals to influence the Community institutions; 

sets up Task Forces and hosts trans-national seminars on a range of issues such as poverty, employment, racism, violence against women, social protection, European Structural Funds, enlargement and others;

facilitates the exchange of information and partnership building among its members;

produces a range of materials, such as reports, position papers, press releases, and manifestos such as the one for the European Parliament Elections 2004; 

publishes a monthly newsletter (Network News) in English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, and a bi-monthly bulletin (EAPN Flash) in English and French. These publications contain information on the life of the Network as well as information on relevant EU events, programmes, and initiatives of interest for EAPN Members. The Network web-site provides access to key EAPN and EU docu-ments on social exclusion (www.eapn.org).

EAPN is a founding member of the European Plat-form of Social NGOs, which fights to gain recogni-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     tion of fundamental rights and civil dialogue. It also has consultative status with the Council of Europe.

EAPN establishes links with anti-poverty NGOs in Central and Eastern Europe.

*   *   *

EAPN has given a substantial contribution to the de-velopment of the social dimension of Community policies and more recently to the definition and imple-mentation of the European Strategy on Social Inclusion (Lisbon Council 2000).  Member States were invited to contribute to the Strategy through biennial Plans of Action for Social Inclusion, starting from 2001 on the basis of common objectives adopted at the European level (Nice Council 2000). Furthermore, a Community Action Programme was established in order to support exchanges and co-ordi-nate the Strategy at European level. 

In order to closely follow the process for the elabora-tion of the Plans, EAPN, through its National Net-works, activated National Working Groups that were co-ordinated in Brussels by a Steering Group and a Review Group. All this has produced an intense acti-on of assessment of national plans, of proposals and mobilisation of relevant actors through a variety of means, including a European Conference and publica-tions such as the volume “Making a decisive impact on poverty and social exclusion? A progress report on the European Strategy on Social Inclusion.” EAPN has continued its action with reference to the imple-mentation of the first round of Plans and the prepara-tion and assessment of the second round.(*)

*  *  *

The European organisations in membership of EAPN participate in the life of the network in many ways. They are represented in the EAPN Executive Committee. They participate in the Annual Assembly, in meetings with Members of the Secretariat (twice a year), in task forces and seminars. They are also invit-ed to contribute to enhance the visibility of EAPN and support its action at the national and local levels.

I served as a representative of ICSW for about eight years. In particular, I was a member of a task force on social protection, of a training support group (Train-ing for EAPN members) and, more recently, of the Review Group on Social Inclusion. In fulfilling my task, I had in mind the long tradition of ICSW in pur-suing its basic goal, that is “to promote forms of social and economic development which aim to reduce po-verty, hardship and vulnerability throughout the world, especially amongst disadvantaged people”.  I drew from the experience of ICSW as a “generalist” organisation calling the attention both on the needs of specific target groups and on transversal issues.  I took into account the activity of the European Region of ICSW in the area of poverty, exclusion and of social rights, and also the debate going on in my country on these issues.

These are some of the aspects I underlined:

· the multi-dimensional nature of poverty and social exclusion, and the need to integrate the fight against them in all EU social and economic policies;

· the role of social welfare and personal social services in the broader context of social protection;

· the responsibilities of different levels of Government in the field of social policy, planning and administration, with special reference to the local level;

· the respective roles of the public sector, of NGOS, volunteers and other relevant actors in the social welfare field;

· the importance of new organisational models and “welfare mixes” in order to facilitate inter-sectoral and inter-disciplinary work;

· care in the community and integrated health and personal social services as an alternative to institutionalisation, and to prevent exclusion;                                                  

· ways to make social rights visible, legally recognised, and above all, enforced;

· the elimination of physical, psychological, socio-cultural and institutional barriers hindering access to social rights;

· instruments and competence needed to guarantee and foster citizens’  participation with special attention to the participation of the poor and the excluded;

· the role of the social professions at all levels in fostering social inclusion, and the need for innovative training.

Just one final remark. The co-operation between the EAPN National Networks and the ICSW National Committees is very important and both organisations are interested in reinforcing it in order to pursue their common goal of social inclusion.

Anna Maria Cavallone

Former representative of ICSW in EAPN

(*) Further information about EAPN is accessible on the internet (www.eapn.org)
__________________________________________________

News from the Platform of 

European Social NGOs, Brussels

At its Annual General Assembly the Platform of European NGOs welcomed the European Roma Information Office, representing the largest minority in the now enlarged European Union (with 25 mem-ber states since 1st May 2004) as its 40th member orga-nisation. Just to remember: The Social Platform brings together the most important European networks of non-governmental organizations in the area of social policy issues - like i.e. social exclusion, anti-discrimi-nation, social rights, and social services – being recog-nized by the European Commission and other EU-institutions as a privileged dialoguing partner in these areas. ICSW Europe is a founding member of the Social Platform and holds at present the position of a vice-president and of the chair of the “Social Policy” working group. Solveig Askjem and Dirk Jarré repre-sented ICSW Europe at the GA.

The General Assembly also adopted a Value Statement, basis of all action and position taking of the Social Platform, to which present and future members have formally to subscribe, gave the mandate to the Management Committee (executive committee) to work on new membership criteria in order to reflect changing realities and demands in civil society, voted for a multi-annual plan to increase membership fees, and accepted a proposal to engage in the development of a medium-term strategic plan for the Platform’s work program. 

In the policy oriented part of the GA the debate with Theo Bowman, an eminent member of the European Parliament and highly recognized expert on social po-licy in the European Union, concentrated on the per-formance, so far, and the future of the so-called Lis-bon strategy setting as one of the strategic goals of the European Union “to become the most competi-tive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion”. The members of the Social Platform, strongly convinced that they need to have a say in the revision of the Lisbon strategy as well as in the conceptual work on the social policy agenda of the European Union, deci-ded to take appropriate measures in order to ensure strong input by social NGOs into these key processes in the Union.

The European Commission, after having issued in May 2003 a so-called Green Paper on “Services of General Interest in the European Union” with a num-ber of questions on crucial issues in this area in order to stimulate the debate on the future of these services, has just now published a White Paper with the conclu-sions of this open consultation process and further action to be taken by the Commission. Contrary to the earlier approach this key document now recognizes the importance and the specific role of social services of general interest as an integral part of the European model of society by ensuring that citizens can effecti-vely enjoy their fundamental rights and a high level of social protection while they strengthen, at the same time social and territorial cohesion. 

The members of the Social Platform, representing social service providers as well as users, can be highly satisfied with the statements of the white paper which largely reflects demands and proposals submitted by the Social Platform in the process leading to the green paper and in response to the questions raised in it. The various contributions of the Social Platform as well as the Platform’s “Summary and Analysis of the White Paper on Services of General Interest” can be downloaded form the Social Platform’s website www.socialplatform.org .

In order to promote better understanding of social services in Europe, one of the main and certainly most difficult demands of the Social Platform to the Euro-pean Commission has been to undertake a systematic approach in order to identify and recognize the speci-fic objectives, nature, characteristics and functioning of social services of general interest and to clarify the framework they require in order to operate effectively. The Commission has now decided publish, in due time, a Communication with the results of this de-scription which will be prepared in close co-operation with the Member States and with organisations from civil society (sic!).

With the intention to have a first in-depth debate on the structure and content of this Communication on 

“Social Services of general Interest in Europe”, an important high-level conference – organized jointly by the Platform of European Social NGOs, the Obser-vatory on the Development of Social Services in Eu-rope, the German Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth and the European Com-mission – will take place on 28th and 29th June 2004 in Brussels on the topic “Social Services of General In-terest in the European Union – Assessing their Speci-ficities, Potential and Needs”. 

The representative of ICSW Europe will present the conclusions of this landmark conference and negotiate the recommendations to be formulated and addressed to the European Commission. A synthesis report will be published in the next Newsletter.
Dirk Jarré    Brussels, 17th May 2004

Conferences and Seminars
15-17 October 2004 - ESF

European Social Forum will be held in London (United Kingdom). On the ESF  Website:  http://www.fse-esf.org/ you can find further information.

26-31 January 2005-WSF

World Social Forum will take place in Porto Alegre, Brazil More information:

http://www.worldsocialforum.org
28-29 June 2004

Social Services of General Interest in the EU: Assessing their Specificities, Potential and Needs
The conference will aim to build further knowledge and understanding of the role of social services in the

European Social Model: how they are delivered to meet the needs of users, how they are currently affect-ed by EU-level legislation and what are their needs in this regard.

The conference is organised by the Social Platform together with the European Commission, the Obser-vatory for Development of Social Services in Europe and the German Federal Ministry for Family, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth. 

For more information, please contact 

platform@socialplatform.org 

​​​​​​(26)-27-28 August 2004
European Conference on:
The Future of the European Welfare States - social, political and economic perspectives 

Roskilde University, Denmark

Organizers:

The Network of Keynesian Inspired Economics, KIENET, and the Jean Monnet Center of Excellence 
The overall theme of the conference is to make a contribution to the interdisciplinary analysis of different challenges which the European welfare states have to cope with in the future. Where are the strong positions that make the European societies well situated to handle the transition into an unknown future and what are the weaker positions, which might undermine the conventional welfare state?

The conference is open for anyone taking an academic interest into the research and debate on the European welfare states. 

More information at: http://www.kienet.ruc.dk/ 

 or by sending an mail directly to the secretary of the conference, Peter Mølgaard Nielsen: pmn@ruc.dk
Publications
New country reports on racism and xenophobia from ECRI

ECRI, the European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance of the Council of Europe has just released five new reports examining racism, xeno-phobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance in Belgium, Bulgaria, Norway, Slovakia and Switzerland.
The reports have focused on "implementation".
ECRI has recognised that, in all the five considered countries, positive developments have occurred. However, ECRI has concerns regarding the rise of racially motivated violence, the lack of adequate pro-tection of victims, the misbehavior of the police, etc.

The reports can be found on: 

http://www.coe.int/T/E/human_rights/Ecri/

New reports on the transposition of the Race Equality Directive
The European Commission has just published short reports on the current state of play in each Member State on the implementation of the race equality Di-rective into national law. 

These reports is funded under the Community Action Programme to combat discrimination.

You can find these reports on the following site: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/fundamental_rights/legis/msleglnracequal_en.htm

_________________________________________

IFSW Documents for the Delegates' Meeting in Brussels 26-27 June

The main documents for the IFSW Europe's Dele-gates' meeting are posted/will be posted on the IFSW web-site at: 

http://www.ifsw.org/Europe-DM2004.htm

Interesting Websites

What NGO Leaders Want for the Year 2020

NGO leaders are more supportive of the UN than the general public, but strongly believe the UN requires significant reforms in both its powers and effective-ness in order to deal with global challenges. 

The report "What NGO Leaders Want for the Year 2020" from the 2020 Global Stakeholder Panel (GSP), can be downloaded from the organiations web-site: 

http://www.2020fund.org/gsp_results.htm 

GSP is an international research and communication initiative about globalization, governance, sustainable development, and capacity building. 

It was launched simultaneously at the 2003 World Social Forum in Porto Alegre (Brazil) and the 2003 World Economic Forum in Davos (Switzerland), The initiative aims to establish an inclusive, transparent dialogue using a series of surveys. 

Social Watch Annual Report 2004

Fear and Want

Obstacles to Human Security 
Download the complete "Social Watch Report 2004" in one big file (4346 kb) or by chapter.
http://www.socialwatch.org/en/informeImpreso/tablaDeContenidos2004.htm

Calender of events
June 6-9, 2004

The 56 Social Monitor Seminar

Tallinn, Estonia

Information: Socpolfo@post.tele.dk
June 13 -15, 2004

ICSW-Expert Meeting  in Migration, 

Bratislava

Contact: lavine@int.gov.il

June 18 - 23, 2004

International Federation of Settlements and Neighbourhood Centres-Europe

20th International IFS Conference

Neighbourhoods: Building Inclusive Communities"

Toronto, Canada 

Information: http://www.ifsnetwork.org

June 21 - 24, 2004

The 20th World Congress of

Rehabilitation International "Rethinking Rehabilitation", Oslo, Norway

Information: http://www.ri-norway.no

June 28 - 29, 2004

Social Services of General Interest in the EU: 

Assessing their Specificities, Potential and Needs

Information: platform@socialplatform.org
July 4 - 9, 2004

7th World Congress in Helsinki

arranged by FHOH (International Federation of Hard of Hearing People)

Information:  http://www.ifhoh-helsinki2004.org/ index_en.php

August 16  - 20, 2004

ICSW 31st International Conference on Social Progress and Social Justice

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Detailed information by e-mail:

Icsw31_malaysia@myjaring.net
August 26-28, 2004

The future of the European Welfare States - Social, political and economic Perspectives.

Roskilde, Denmark

Information: http://www.kienet.ruc.dk

October 2-5, 2004

International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW)

Conference: "Reclaiming Civil Society"

Adelaide, Australia

Information: www.icms.com.au/ifsw
October 6-9, 2004

7th European Health Forum Gastein.

Creating a better future for health in Europe.

Global Health Challenges

Bad Hofgastein, Austria

Information: http://www.ehfg.org/website04-2/1stannouncement.pfd

October 21-23, 2004

International Conference:

"Providing Integrated Health and Social Care for Older Persons-Facing the Challenges in Europe"

Venice, Italy

Information: http://www.euro.centre.org/procare
October 15 -17, 2004

European Social Forum, London

Information: http://www.fse-esf.org/

November 4 - 6, 2004

ICSW-Expert Meeting on Social Cohesion

Utrecht

Contact: h.wanewijk@nizw.nl

January 26 - 31, 2005 

World Social Forum, Porto Alegre, Brazil

Information: http://www.worldsocialforum.org

Colophone

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published quarterly by Danish Council on Social Welfare.

Material may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international commu-nity are welcome. 

Contributions or suggestions are send to:

Danish Council on Social Welfare

Lole Møller & Sussie Helen Baumkirchner

Kulturhuset Nordvest

Dortheavej 61

2400 Copenhagen NV, Denmark

Telphone 
+45 35 82 83 50

Fax: 

+45 35 82 83 58 

E-mail: socpolfo@post.tele.dk

ICSW European Region

President: Ms Solveig Askjem

Svensenga 13

0882 Oslo

Norway

Fax: +47 23 26 49 44

E-mail: saskjem@start.no
Treasurer: Marjaliisa Kauppinen
P/a STAKES

P.O.Box 220

00531 Helsinki

Finland

Telephone 
+358 9 3967 2020

Fax:

+358 9 3967 2417

E-mail: marjaliisa.kauppinen@stakes.fi
Website ICSW: http://www.iscw.org
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