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Message from  the President

I have just closed our ExCo meeting in Lucerne, Switzerland and I want to report to you from our activity. In Switzerland we met with the president Walter Schmid of  “Schweitzerische Konferenz für Soczialhilfe” (SKOS ), the former president Andrea Ferroni and the Secretary General Ueli Teclenburg of the same organisation. As you may already know, the Swiss Committee will host the coming ICSW European Confe-rence June 1-3, 2005 in Lucerne. Lucerne is a wonderful small town of 60.00 inhabitants located by the Vierwaldstätter See, surrounded by mountains. The theme of the conference will be: The Future of  the European Social Model. 

We want to build the conference on the outcome of the three planned expert meetings in 2004 on Social Rights, Social Cohesion and Migrants, to link together the knowledge and ideas developed there. In that way we want to be more visible and have more influence in Council of Europe, in the EU system and in UN. We need good documents with new ideas in order to be heard and to have influence in the power structures.

The planned expert meetings this year are:

Expert meeting on 


Social Rights-The issue of effective Implementation
      Budapest, Hungary 

 
April 16 -18, 2004 


arranged by Dirk Jarré, ICSW German National Committee

Expert meeting on 

    
Migration– Integration and Social Cohesion– Barriers and Remedies 


Bratislava, Slovakia, 


June 13 -15, 2004 


arranged by ICSW, National Committees of Israel and Norway together with European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, Vienna and the Centre for Work and Family Policy, Bratislava.

Expert meeting on 


Social Cohesion 


Utrecht, The Netherlands, 


November 4 - 6, 2004 


arranged by ICSW Dutch National Committee.
We hope for participation of high level speakers with essential input. 

Newsletter:

To improve our information and to make the information more accessible to our members we will change our Newsletter to be an attachment to an E-mail. We were told that some members had problems finding the Newsletter on Internet and we decided to make it easier to find. We also discussed the content matter in a meeting with the editors in Copenhagen in February, and I hope you will enjoy the new outline and content.

ICSW Civil Society Forum in Yerevan:

The activity on Global level has been rather high the last months. 

As you saw in our journal “Social Development Review” (SDR) we are running and planning quite a lot of Civil Society Forums (CSF) in Africa and Asia. I had the pleasure to take part in a CSF in Yerevan, Armenia January 14-17, 2004 run by our member organisation Mission Armenia in cooperation with Global ICSW. 

NGOs from member- countries around the Black See took part and we had participants form NGOs in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Ukraine and Greece. All together 50 different NGOs took part. At the end of the meeting they adopted a resolution to the Black See Economic Cooperation (BSEC) which is the regional EU. The CSF discussed the role of NGOs in economic and social development with particular focus on poverty reduction. They recognised 

that despite differential economic performance in countries of the region certain negative social indicators are typical throughout, namely:
Unemployment

Declining Public health

Labour driven mass migration

Threats to Human Rights and Woman Rights

These NGOs want to coordinate their work and lobby on the BSEC origination to improve the social welfare of the region.

ICSW Global Expert Meeting:
ICSW is also planning an Expert Meeting on Global level together with STAKES in Finland  - April 1-3, 2004. The main goal of the meeting is to collect high level experts from the area of Social Welfare and Social Development to discuss the Social Dimension of Globalisation. Specialists from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Brazil, Egypt, Thailand, Pakistan and some from Europe will contribute. The speakers represent organisations such as ILO, World Bank, UN, UNPD, and Council of Europe. We hope to have a good document as a result and will use it as basic background for our strategy document that should be tabled in Committee of Representatives in Kuala Lumpur in August.

The upcoming Global Conference in Kuala Lumpur will be our main event this year and we are looking forward to seeing you there.

Commission for Social Development (CSocD), United Nations (UN) Februar 4 -13, 2004

 in  New York.

A small delegation of 4 (Dirk Jarré, Marjaliisa Kauppinen, Denys Correll and myself) took part some days of the CSocD this year. ICSW had prepared a statement on the Priority Theme: “Improving Public Sector Effectiveness ”and noted that we were one of the very few well prepared NGOs and had the pleasure as the only NGO to have the floor to present our statement in the opening session the first day. We also had quite a lot of meetings with different Missions to share our ideas with them. Next year we hope to be even more involved in the CSocD to discuss the UN Social Summit Copenhagen +10.

The ICSW Taiwan Conference 2003 and the European Conference:

As Global president I had the pleasure to be invited to ICSW ExCo and CoRep meetings and the Regional Conference of Asia-Pacific in Taipei 8-12 December, 2003. 

The theme of the Conference was: “Globalization, Employment and Social Welfare” and good speakers from more than10 different countries gave analyses of the difficult situation in the region and invited to fruitful debate.

When Denys Correll and I were in Taipei, we had the opportunity to have a meeting with the ICSW National Committee of Japan. In the meeting the president announced interest in the Welfare system in Europe and I hope, we can have a delegation from Japan in our European Conference in Lucerne next Year.

The planning Committee of The European Conference in Lucerne plans to bring the first announcement to Kuala Lumpur and I really hope that the outcome of our European activity can be of use in other parts of the world. That would be a nice contribution to Globalization!

I wish all of you a Happy Easter. Hope you have time to take some days off. We have much work ahead of us to work on our mission; Social Justice, Social Development and Social Welfare for all!

Best wishes from 

Solveig Askjem

News on Names
ICSW

New National President in France

Christian Rollet was elected new National president of ICSW in France, March 5, 04.

New ICSW Representative in EAPN

At the ExCo meeting in Lucerne March 

6.04. Mr. Philippe Steck from France was appointed as ICSWs representative in EAPN. Philippe Steck succeeds Anna Maria Cavallone, who have served ICSW  for  many years in that position.

The European Commission
New Employment and Social Affairs Commissioner

The European Commission has approved the replacement of EU Employment and Social Affairs Commissioner Anna Diamantopoulou after she won a seat in the Greek parliamentary elections. 

Commission chief Romano Prodi received Diamantopoulou’s resignation letter and has informed EU governments of his intention to replace her with Stavros Dimas, a 62-year-old lawyer and economist proposed by Athens. “Mr Dimas is a very experienced politician who... also has extensive knowledge of European affairs,” said a spokesman.

Dimas was part of Greece's conservative-led governments in 1977-1981 and 1989-1993, notably as trade, agriculture and industry minister. Dimas studied law, economics and political science in Athens, London and New York. In 1969 and 1970 he worked for Wall Street law firm Sullivan and Cromwell. Between 1970 and 1975 he was a lawyer in the legal department of the International Finance Corporation (IFC) of the World Bank Group in Washington. 
Conferences and Seminars

ICSW- European Expert meetings

Expert meeting on 

"Social Rights-The issue of effective Implementation"

arranged by Dirk Jarré, ICSW 

German National Committee.

Budapest, Hungary 

April 16 -18, 2004 

Contact: Alma Amrhein for all organizational aspects. Mail to: amrhein@deutscher-verein.de 

Telephone.: +49-69-95807-134 

Fax: +49-69-95807-161 

For issues of content please contact Dirk Jarré
mail to: jarre@deutscher-verein.de 

Expert meeting on 

Migration – Integration and Social Cohesion – Barriers and Remedies"
arranged by ICSW, National Committees of Israel and Norway together with European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, Vienna and the Centre for Work and Family Policy, Bratislava..

Bratislava, Slovakia, 

June 13 -15, 2004 

Contact: Avraham Lavine, Director, Department of International Relations, Ministry of Social Affairs, 10 Yad Harutzim Street, P.O. Box 1260, Jerusalem 93420  

Telephone:: (+972-2) 6708130; 

Fax: (+972-2) 6714225

e-mail:  lavine@int.gov.il 
Expert meeting on 

Social Cohesion

arranged by ICSW Dutch National Committee. 

Utrecht, The Netherlands, 

November 4 - 6, 2004
ICSW

The 31st International Conference on Social Welfare 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

16 - 20 August 2004.

Social Progress and Social Justice

Sub themes: Social Consequences of Globalisation, Culture Religion, Culture and and Social Harmony and Civil Society and Regional Cooperation                            

The conference will be hosted by 

The National Council of Welfare and Social Development of Malaysia will host the conference. Find more details on :
www.ncwsdm-icsw31.org

                                                                                
7th EUROPEAN HEALTH FORUM GASTEIN

Creating a Better Future for Health in Europe Global Health Challenges
European approaches and responsibilites

6 to 9 October, 2004, 

Bad Hofgastein, Austria
1st Announcement can be downloaded from:

http://www.ehfg.org/website04-2/1stannouncement.pdf

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research & PROCARE 

are organizing an International Conference:

“Providing integrated health and social care for older persons - Facing the challenges in Europe”
Venice, Italy 

21-23 October 2004
Background and aims of the conference:

“Providing Integrated Health and Social Care for Older Persons” (PROCARE) is an international research project co-financed by the European Union’s Fifth Framework Programme (Quality of Life and Management of Living Resources, The Ageing Population and Disabilities, Project Nr. QLK6-CT-2002-00227) with the aim to promote the new concept of an integrated health and social care for older persons in need of care by comparing and evaluating different modes of care delivery. PROCARE has been carried out by a consortium of ten organizations from nine European countries.

Find more information at:

http://www.euro.centre.org/procare or mail to 

leichsenring@euro.centre.org>
FHOH  (International Federation of Hard of Hearing People)

7th World Congress 4-9 July 2004 in Helsinki

The theme of the conference is accessible communication. The theme is looked from the point of view of hardware and software for accessible communication, treatments, reha 

bilitation and other services, occupational life, 

education, self help and lobbying.

Read more information at:

http://www.ifhoh-helsinki2004.org/index_en.php
The 20th World Congress of 
Rehabilitation International 
“Rethinking Rehabilitation”

will take place June 21-24, 2004 

in Oslo,  Norway.

Find Congress Information, progamme, and registration form at 

http://www.ri-norway.no
International Federation of Settlements and Neighbourhood Centres-Europe 
20th International IFS Conference

“Neighbourhoods: Building Inclusive Communities”

Toronto, Canada 

18 – 23 June, 2004

At a time when issues of citizenship, immigration, refugees and religious tolerance are high on the European agenda, when our countries experience an increase in racism against minorities and when harsh economic measures lead to the social exclusion of members of our communities and radical changes in the socio-cultural field, the IFS International Conference is a welcome and unique opportunity to learn how community organisations, across the world, respond to global changes at community level.  
For further information or any questions, do not hesitate to use the conference contact line in Toronto 1-416-469-5211 ext. 1268 or to contact the IFS European co-ordinator.

Florence Garabedian, European Co-ordinator

International Federation of Settlements and Neighbourhood Centres-Europe (IFS-Europe)

17 Guthrie Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1JG, UK

Tel: +44 (0)131 225 4061

Fax: +44 (0)131 225 3291

Email: Florence@ifseurope.org.uk
Website: www.ifsnetwork.org

ISSA European Regional Meeting

Oslo, 21-23 April 2004

Migrants and Social Protection

The meeting will focus on the following thematic areas:

Migrants, social security and Europe

Entitlement of migrants to social protection

Practical approaches

Inclusion in working life

Coordination of the social security schemes

Enlargement of the European Union 

and the future of social security systems

Find more information at:

http://www.issa.int/engl/homef.htm

                                                                              
Scottish Health and Homelessness Conference

20 - 21 May 2004, Apex City Quay  Hotel, Dundee 

Scottish Council for Single Homeless and the Scottish Executive  are arranging the Scottish Health and Homelessness Conference 2004. 

For further details and registration documentation, please consult the Scottish Council for the Single Homeless website:

http://www.scsh.org.uk
Publications

Member States' legislation - Race equality directive: State of Play  

On the European Commissions website there are short reports on the current state of play in each Member State on the implementation of the race equality Directive into national law. These reports were prepared in October 2003 by the independent experts group in race and religious discrimination  which is funded under the Community Action Programme to combat discrimination. There are reports from: 

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and United Kingdom.

Find the reports at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/

employment_social/fundamental_rights/legis/msleglnracequal_en.htm

Report from the European Commission on equality between women and men, 2004. 
The Commission has adopted the first annual report on developments towards gender equality and orientations for the future to be forwarded to the Spring European Council 2004. 
The persistent lack of equality between men and women in the EU could impact on its Lisbon goals, according to this new report. Progress has been made in the EU on narrowing the gender gap, but progress remains slow. The European Commission report will be reviewed by EU heads of state and government at the next European Spring Council on March 25 and 26. It shows that significant gender gaps remain, especially in the labour market. Failure to address this could hamper the EU's attempt to reach the targets set at the Lisbon Council in 2000, such as reaching a 60% employment rate for women in the EU by 2010. 

Downloan the report (COM(2004) 115  in English, German or French from: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2004/feb/gmr_com04115_en.html

Study from the European Commission:
Strengthening the local dimension of the European Employment Strategy: Feasibility study on indicators for the regional and local level and social economy
The objective of the study, finalised in 2004 was to identify whether reliable and comparable data already exist to measure employment performance at local level and in the social economy and to develop and propose a set of common quantitative and qualitative indicators which could be used by stakeholders. The study is expected to contribute in raising awareness and stimulate the discussion at national and sub-national levels about using indicators and data on local employment development. It will serve as a methodological instrument for possible use by interested actors at national, regional and local level. 

Download the study in English, German or French from: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/local_employment/studies_en.htm

Interesting Reading on Social Housing -Report from UNECE  

(United Nations Economic Commission for Europe)
Following the in-depth discussion on social and affordable housing at the sixty-third session of the Committee on Human Settlements, a workshop on social housing was organized at the invitation of the Czech Ministry of Regional Development and in cooperation with the European Liaison Committee on Social Housing (CECODHAS) in Prague (Czech Republic) last year

The workshop report and the papers submitted for the workshop have been made available on the UNECE website and constitute a useful reference and source of information. To read the papers please use the following link:

http://www.unece.org/env/hs/

socialhousing.htm

For further information please write to: 

social.housing@unece.org.

Interesting Websites

A website is established on 
Ireland's EU Presidency 

where news, policies and documents can  be found.

http://www.eu2004.ie 

Council of Europe has  dedicated a web site to equality between women and men. Find information, publication and studies on:

http://www.coe.int/T/E/human_rights/

equality/

Social Capital Database

The Social Capital Database was developed by the World Bank in collaboration with Michigan State University.

This database includes hundreds of abstracts of documents on social capital which will be updated and supplemented periodically. The database is intended to further the knowledge, understanding, and applications of social capital for sustainable social and economic development. 

http://poverty.worldbank.org/library/

topic/4294/

Calender of events

April 16 -17, 2004

Baltic Sea NGO Forum, 

Pärnu, Estonia

Information: www.ngonet.ee/forum/ .

April 16 -18, 2004

ICSW-Expert Meeting on Social Rights

Budapest, Hungary
Contact: Alma Amrhein

Amrhein@deutscher-verein.de

April 21 -23, 2004

International Social Security Association (ISSA)

Regional Meeting :

"Migration and Social Protection"

Oslo, Norway

Information: www.issa.int
May 20 - 21, 2004

Scottish Health and Homelessness Conference

Dundee, Scotland

Information: http://www.scsh.org.uk
June 2004

The 5th Social Monitor 

Tallinn, Estonia

Information:

Socpolfo@post.tele.dk

June 13 -15, 2004

ICSW-Expert Meeting  in Migration

Bratislava

Contact: lavine@int.gov.il

June 18 - 23, 2004

International Federation of Settlements and Neighbourhood Centres-Europe

20th International IFS Conference

Neighbourhoods: Building Inclusive Communities"

Toronto, Canada

Information: http://www.ifsnetwork.org

June 21 - 24, 2004

The 20th World Congress of

Rehabilitation International 

"Rethinking Rehabilitation"

Oslo, Norway

Information: http://www.ri-norway.no

July 4 - 9, 2004

7th World Congress in Helsinki

arranged by FHOH (International Federation of Hard of Hearing People)

Information:http://www.ifhoh-helsinki2004.org/ index_en.php

August 16  - 20, 2004

ICSW 31st International Conference on Social Progress and Social Justice

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Detailed information by e-mail:

Icsw31_malaysia@myjaring.net
October 2-5, 2004

International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW)

Conference: "Reclaiming Civil Society"

Adelaide, Australia

Information: www.icms.com.au/ifsw

October 6-9, 2004

7th European Health Forum Gastein.

Creating a better future for health in Europe.

Global Health Challenges

Bad Hofgastein, Austria

Information: http://www.ehfg.org/website04-2/1stannouncement.pfd

October 21-23, 2004

International Conference:

"Providing Integrated Health and Social Care for Older Persons-Facing the Challenges in Europe"

Venice, Italy

Information: http://www.euro.centre.org/procare

November 4 - 6, 2004

ICSW-Expert Meeting on Social Cohesion

Utrecht

Contact: h.wanewijk@nizw.nl

Colophone

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published quarterly by Danish Council on Social Welfare.

Material may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the internationall community is welcome. 

Contributions or suggestions are send to:

Danish Council on Social Welfare

Lole Møller & Sussie Helen Baumkirchner

Kulturhuset Nordvest

Dortheavej 61

2400 Copenhagen NV

Denmark

Telphone 
+45 35 82 83 50

Fax: 

+45 35 82 83 58 

E-mail: socpolfo@post.tele.dk
ICSW European Region

President: Ms Solveig Askjem

Svensenga 13

0882 Oslo

Norway

Fax: +47 23 26 49 44

E-mail: saskjem@start.no
Treasurer: Marjaliisa Kauppinen
P/a STAKES

P.O.Box 220

00531 Helsinki

Finland

Telephone 
+358 9 3967 2020

Fax:

+358 9 3967 2417

E-mail: marjaliisa.kauppinen@stakes.fi
Website ICSW: http://www.iscw.org































PAGE  
1

