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REGIONAL COOPERATION NEWSLETTER
South East Asia & the Pacific

Bulletin #1 / 2008
28 May 2008
Dear ICSW Members and ASEAN GO-NGO Forum participants
Greetings! This is the first Bulletin for 2008! 

Our support goes to the people of Myanmar / Burma in the wake of the tragic impact of the recent cyclone. Gerry is in Rangoon at present and although he is safe he reports on the dire circumstances and the need for international assistance as soon as possible. Let us hope that this is soon able to be delivered and that ASEAN and its member countries are all able to provide the support that the people of Myanmar / Burma so desperately need.
Follow-up to GO – NGO Forum in Ha Noi
As you know, we had a very successful GO-NGO Forum in December and many of you are in contact with your ASEAN Focal Points to follow up on the excellent recommendations we achieved at the Forum. These recommendations will guide us through the rest of the year to the 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum in Manila in December 2008.

As you know, recommendation 8 of the GO-NGO Forum stated:

This Forum acknowledges the ICSW draft research papers on social protection and trafficking provided to the GO-NGO Forum in Hanoi for discussion which reflect two of the key issues raised in the GO-NGO Forum in 2006. This Forum calls on National Councils and ASEAN Focal points to undertake national consultations on these papers to enable the relevant country chapters and recommendation sections of these documents to be enriched and finalised for presentation and deliberation at the next GO-NGO Forum. ICSW will coordinate the consultation process. 

To enable you to follow up and implement this recommendation, please find attached:

1. The official copy of the Recommendations from the  GO- NGO Forum that were subsequently endorsed by the SOMSWD meeting in Ha Noi

2. An updated list of ASEAN SOMSWD Focal Points. If you haven’t contacted your focal point already to follow up on the recommendations, this list provides the current focal point in your country so that you can do so as soon as possible.
3. Electronic copy of the Draft Social Protection Research paper – for discussion on the relevant country section with your focal point contact.
A separate email will be sent to you shortly with the Draft Human Trafficking Research material attached. There will be one complete PDF copy of trafficking report and a copy of your country chapter for discussion in your country.

Please can you share these documents with your ASEAN Focal Point to facilitate the consultation, enrichment and development of the Social Protection research and the Human Trafficking chapter related to your country. 

Deadlines for Consultation Process

In order for ICSW to finalize and publish the complete reports on Social Protection and Human Trafficking for the 2008 GO-NGO Forum, we will need all final inputs from you and your ASEAN Focal point by 15 August 2008. Please can you discuss with your ASEAN Focal Point how you can meet this deadline. Thanks. The ASEAN Secretariat will also be in touch with the ASEAN Focal Point to assist them with this process if necessary.
Please can you also provide feedback to everyone on how this consultation process is progressing in your country, such as any lessons learned or issues you have encountered so we can all learn from each other. Thanks.

New ICSW team member

We would also like to introduce you to Julia Fountain, our new ICSW regional team member who will be helping us to make all of this happen! Julia will be in touch with each of you shortly to follow up on this consultation process on Trafficking and on Social Protection in each ASEAN country.
Best wishes

Michael, Gerry and Julia
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Michael Raper, President, South East Asia & Pacific Region, ICSW

Gerry Fox, ICSW Special Representative, South East Asia & Pacific
Julia Fountain, ICSW Senior Regional Officer, South East Asia & Pacific
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