Annual Report 2002

Review of activities

2002 marked the 74th anniversary of the founding of ICSW in Paris in 1928. ICSW continues to focus on the Regional Cooperation in a Globalising World Project established in the summer of 2001.

The project aims to strengthen the capacity of national and regional Civil Society Organisations to enable them to have a constructive and targeted impact on policy debates at a regional level.  

Global working groups, established in 2001 are composed of civil society representatives from different parts of the world. As a mirror image of the global working groups, regional working groups were established. 

Of particular significance in the year was the production of the briefing paper for the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).   The paper was the key briefing document at the 3rd South Asia Peoples Summit in 2003 and has been widely disseminated throughout civil society organisations in the region.
The quarterly magazine “Social Development Review” is an important part of the ICSW publications programme. In 2002, the magazine featured three major themes: Ageing in the 21st Century, Financing for Development and HIV/AIDS, Gender and Poverty.

ICSW convened the Global Forum on Social Development, which has been organised by ICSW over many years in conjunction with the annual meeting in New York of the UN’s Commission for Social Development. 

The Committee of Representatives which met in Dordrecht, The Netherlands 23 June, adopted the ICSW global programme for 2003-2004. The key elements of the programme are to strengthen the capacity of ICSW at a global, regional and national level and to enhance ICSW’s role in promoting social welfare and social development throughout the world.

The 30th International Conference on Social Welfare in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, was attended by 650 registrants and provided excellent opportunities for advocating our policies as well as learning from the participants and speakers. The Netherlands Institute of Care and Welfare is to be congratulated on its hosting of this successful conference.

Early in 2002 Stuart Wulff who served as Executive Director for four months, resigned due to ill health. The lack of consistent leadership has been difficult for the organisation. During this unsettled period I relied on, and received invaluable assistance from Julian Disney, immediate Past President and Elizabeth Mullen, Global Treasurer.

Mr. Disney had to retire as a member of the Executive Committee later in the year as under the ICSW by-laws, two officers cannot be from the same country and Michael Raper, also from Australia was appointed Global Treasurer. Ms. Mullen also retired after serving as Global Treasurer for much longer than she anticipated.

Our new Executive Director, Denys Correll, will make a crucial contribution and I look forward to working with him, our members and staff, to build upon the substantial achievements of ICSW over the past decade.

The financial review of the year

The last year has been one of substantial transition for ICSW.

The period of the Copenhagen World Summit on Social Development and the five-year follow-up resulted in an unprecedented level of external funding.

Our total income rose to one and a quarter million US Dollars in 2000.

The Copenhagen project is now completed and ICSW, particularly in this last year, has been adjusting to a lower level of project activity.

The revised regional structure introduced in 2000 is a major recognition by ICSW of the importance of enabling growth of civil society in the South.

To ensure the ten regions are supported, half the membership income from nationally based members is remitted to the regions.

This, while strengthening the regional structure, has reduced the core income of the global operations by half.

In addition, the Executive Committee at its meeting in 2001, decided that in future, the global budget will support the participation of one Executive Committee member from all but three regions.

While this does not apply to the 2002 budget, it will be a factor in future expenditure.

Despite a complete staff turnover and other disruptions to the global operations in 

2002, it is pleasing that our global budget moved from a substantial deficit part way through the year to a reasonable surplus by the year-end.

I pay specific tribute to our main donors:

Royal Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DANIDA),

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland and

Department for International Development UK (DfID)  
Their contributions have enabled ICSW to continue the building of civil society, particularly through our Regional Cooperation Project.
