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In this issue we focus on:
· The  ICSW 33rd International  Conference in TOURS, France June 30 to July 4

· New leadership for ICSW

· The CSO Parallel Conference on AID EFFECTIVENESS, Accra, Ghana

· North/ South Cooperation, TACOSODE/Finland project

· ICSW, IFSW, IASW collaboration

 The  ICSW 33rd International  Conference in TOURS, France June 30 to July 4th 
ICSW held their 33rd International Conference in Tours, France from the June 30 to July 4. The 33rd International Conference also marked the 80th Anniversary of the International Council on Social Welfare. A publication chronicling the milestones and reference points in the history of ICSW was availed. This publication is a rich and informative resource for anyone who would love to appreciate where ICSW has come from. The publication can be accessed on the ICSW website.

The ICSW 33rd International Conference was attended by more than six hundred people from 75 countries. It was happy to note that Africa was fairly represented and ESA region had eight participants who all actively participated during the conference deliberations. As you will recall, the theme for the conference was “The dynamics of social welfare in globalization: Lessons from the past, challenges for today and tomorrow”. An array of very pertinent workshops was run during the conference all which helped to put the work we do as civil society organizations into perspective. Among the intriguing presentations was one by Isabel Ortiz on National Development Strategies. The major emphasis of this presentation was that social policy should be about redistribution, protection and social justice. I found this resonating with the constant plea we make when we lobby our policy makers to always bring people into the centre of policy-making, by mainstreaming their needs and voice to ensure the human development paradigm is not lost. The Policy Notes on National Development Strategies and other related policy notes can be accessed on: http://esa.un.org/techcoop/policyNotes.asp
New President of ICSW – Christian Rollet

The Conference witnessed the ushering in of a new leadership for ICSW and bidding farewell to the illustrious lady Solveig Askjem (Norway). Solveig had served as Global President for ICSW since 2004. Those of us who attended the training workshop in Mauritius will remember Solveig and her unparalleled support to the work of ICSW. Christian Rollet of France is now the President of ICSW and Mr. Charles Abbey from Ghana is Vice President. As ESA region we would like to congratulate Christian and Charles and promise them our support as they take up the challenging roles that should see ICSW soaring high. 

New Management Committee 

Christian Rollet (France) President,

Marijke J Steenbergen (The Netherlands) Treasurer.

Charles Abbey (Ghana) Vice President

Jong – Sam Park (South Korea) Member

Supervisory and Advisory Board
President 
         : 
Christian Rollet

Treasurer
         : 
Marijke J Steenbergen

Regional Presidents: 


Emmanuel Komlan Dzifanu Agbemavi- Central and West Africa




Judith Kaulem – East and Southern Africa




Charles Jayasinghe – South Asia




Michael Raper- South East Asia and the Pacific

Hsiu-Hsiung Bai – North East Asia

Eva Holmberg- Herrström – Europe

Danilo Santos de Miranda- Latin America and the Caribbean.

The CSO Parallel Conference on AID EFFECTIVENESS, Accra, Ghana

More than 700 civil society representatives gathered in Accra, Ghana for the parallel conference on Aid Effectiveness from the 31st August- 1st September 2008 before the Third High Level forum on Aid Effectiveness.

ICSW shared a position paper at the conference which highlighted that Aid cannot be effective without the active engagement with civil society.  ICSW’s  position on Aid resonated with the conference position which noted that the Paris declaration was very technical and donor-driven. The key issues raised were that governments should go beyond talking about Aid Effectiveness to Development Effectiveness. There was a call for democratic ownership, but not necessarily as a replacement of national ownership, of all development processes. Civil society organizations criticized the relationship in Aid effectiveness which is essentially between governments, governments and donors hence not fundamentally people-oriented.

The conference demonstrated the need for capacity building for civil society organizations in order to be able to effectively influence the Aid trajectory. I saw the validity of ICSW focus on strengthening its membership.

North/ South Cooperation, TACOSODE/Finland project

You will recall that one of the focus areas for the ICSW Global programme is North/ South Cooperation. It is in this regard that we would like to congratulate TACOSODE  for breaking that ground for us in the region. Below is an excerpt  from their Newsletter:

An Exciting Moment To TACOSODE

It was an exciting moment when TACOSODE signed a three years Partnership Agreement with Finish Federation for Social welfare and Health (STKL). The event took place on 7th August 2008 in Dar es Salaam between STKL Executive Director Ms. Riitta Sarkela and TACOSODE Executive Secretary Ms. Theofrida Kapinga. The main purpose of the agreement is to implement a joint project known as Citizen Support networks for welfare and poverty reduction. The project is funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland.

The objectives of the project are:-

Supporting sustainable social development, Millennium Development Goals (MDG’S) and Finland’s and Tanzanian’s development goals of poverty reduction and strengthening civil society in Tanzania.

Both STKL and TACOSODE are members of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) now headquartered in The Hague. Hence the project also is linked to the ICSW’s Global social policy. The result of the joint development work is a strengthened TACOSODE as a National umbrella organization for civil society organization and a resource centre for welfare of citizens in Tanzania

Project’s beneficiaries are:-

Long term beneficiaries- are the vast network of actors participating in the South-North dialogue on social policy and the direct beneficiaries are TACOSODE with its member organizations that are over 200 scattered in Tanzania mainland. Final beneficiaries are the citizens in the most vulnerable position at the grass-roots level especially the poor, people with disabilities, people living with HIV-AIDS, women and children

ICSW, IFSW, IASW collaboration

The ICSW 34th International Conference will be held in Hong Kong in 2010. This conference will be jointly   organized by the International Association of Social Work , International Council on Social Welfare and the International Federation of Social Workers.  Kindly visit the website on www.swsd2010.org in order to keep abreast with the developments. During the ICSW conference in Tours, a brief meeting was held with the Africa leadership of the three 2010 conference organizers to strategize on how to begin the collaborative process at the continent level. The International Federation of Social Workers will be holding a regional conference in Tripoli, Libya  14-16 April 2009. This is an opportunity for us to come together at a continental  level and to start to work towards Hong Kong in 2010. May I urge each one of us to start looking for funding opportunities. There are no promises for sponsorship to the conference but it would be in each one’s benefit not to miss out on this important opportunity. I will keep you posted on this as new developments emerge. It is equally important to ensure that your membership is up to –date so that you are eligible to participate or receive sponsorship should any be secured.

Reminders

After our region had been acclaimed as having the highest paid up Category A members, I was saddened to note that a sizable number had received suspension notices from the Africa Office. I know sometimes we are too busy to notice our payment due dates have passed.  May I kindly urge us all to be more committed. The Mauritius training conference was an indication that if we are a committed front, it makes it easier to get financial assistance for our regional activities. We can barely carry out any activities from proceeds from our subscriptions as our Northern colleagues do but at least we can demonstrate that we are committed. May I therefore kindly urge all those who have received suspension notices to get in touch with Roselyn at the Africa office and discuss way forward. I have hopes for this region, and I know together we can make it happen.

The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.


Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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