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President’s letter

This is the last letter that I will address to you as President of ICSW Europe. In fact, according to the new election procedures, Eva Herrström is already our new president. It is wonderful that she is willing to take this position. We worked together in the Board of ICSW Europe for some years and Eva is a committed, careful and open personality. I congratulate her and ICSW Europe with the new president. Actually, Eva and I will change positions at the General Assembly meeting of ICSW Europe in Tours, just before the start of the global conference. Yaakov Kop from Israel is leaving as Board member as well, because he reached the end of the maximum period of four years to be a Board member. Yaakov combined an academic background with a great knowledge of socio-economic issues and a drive to fight for an integrated and balanced approach between social and economic policies. ICSW Israel is a strong, very experienced and active national council and I hope they will continue their strong presence nationally, in Europe and globally. 

I have come to the end of my term as President and of my Board membership as well. I had a great interest and pleasure in supporting ICSW. I believe that it is really important that, on the national, regional and global level, civil society organizations in social welfare learn from each other and stand for their shared values. It is a fact that civil society is highly praised by policy makers but hardly supported at all. National councils are often lacking financial support from national or international bodies. Nevertheless, ICSW Europe – with the help of its national councils and members – has been very active in the past years in organizing expert meetings and conferences and promoting interests in the social domain in Brussels and Strasbourg and in many ICSW member countries. I would like to thank all members for their active and supportive membership.

Let me conclude by saying that I have always felt very much supported by Thea Meinema and all the work she does (following the Social Platform, the European region Newsletter, preparing expert meetings, representing ICSW Europe, and reminding me of my duties) and by Denys Correll who has been supportive to the Europeans and to me in particular. I appreciate his sometimes-lonely fight to gain recognition for ICSW and create a strong and financially sound civil society organization. He is doing a great job. 

Hans van Ewijk

From the editor

This issue of the ICSW Europe Newsletter is shorter than usual. Much of the effort of ICSW Europe at the moment is directed at creating a successful ICSW conference and organizing the meetings of the Board and the General Assembly at European level. At the Global conference in Tours, France, from 30 June to 4 July, the members of ICSW and a wide range of participants will come together to debate actual developments and new directions in the field of social welfare. For the programme and registration please visit the conference website http://www.icsw2008.org/en/ We will inform you of the decisions, strategies and policy directions for the future in the September issue of the Newsletter. And of course we will introduce the results of the elections and the newly elected Board Members and President at European and global level. 

Platform of European Social NGOs

Stormy weather in European Union social policy 

There has been heavy protest after the Commission announced its intention to present an anti-discrimination directive focusing exclusively on the position of people with disabilities. The members of the Social Platform pointed out that the European Union should not miss this opportunity to adopt new legal steps to protect all people from all forms of discrimination: on religious discrimination, on disability related discrimination, on discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation, on age discrimination, and on gender discrimination. Furthermore the Social Platform drew the attention of the Commission to the fact that Article 13 is limitative and does not cover all the types of discrimination prohibited by the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Article 21 of the Charter is not limitative and provides that “any discrimination based on any ground such as sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic features, language, religion or belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a national minority, property, birth, disability, age or sexual orientation shall be prohibited”.

The Social Platform and its members appealed to the Commission to make sure that the future social agenda to be adopted in June or July 2008 includes a clear recommendation to broaden the scope of anti-discrimination legislation for all grounds and policies beyond Article 13. At the moment the Commission is considering how to continue with this work – by means of one general directive that covers all areas of discrimination, or by creating two directives, one of which is specifically aimed at people with disabilities. 

Social Agenda

Many Social Platform members have actively engaged in the debate on the future Social Agenda. Ahead of the European elections, the renewed EU Social Agenda is to set a vision for the EU we want to live in: according to social NGOs, the EU social Agenda must set the EU as an actor of social justice, solidarity and progress. Europe is not about creating a society of winners and losers but about ensuring a cohesive and inclusive society in a context of a globalised economy. 

The social NGOs draw their experience from community, neighbourhood or local social work. They are at the forefront of experiencing social changes and therefore made a list of recommendations for a cohesive and inclusive Social Agenda. The future Social Agenda should fit the social reality and have fundamental rights as its basis. It should not focus exclusively on growth and jobs but pay active attention to being social and sustainable. If the European Union is serious about fighting poverty, then it is time to invest in solid social infrastructures. 

The renewed Social Policy Agenda must take the lead in bridging the gap between governing and governed and set out clear indications how EU policy-making will involve to the highest degree representatives of public interest organisations. Particular efforts are needed to directly involve in decision-making those most excluded from society. This goes well beyond mere consultations and requires a set of tools that would support the implementation of the article II8b of the Treaty of the European Union, as modified by the Lisbon Treaty – which introduces participatory governance as a democratic principle governing the EU. Europe must take a lead in setting up high standards of social justice, solidarity and progress. And the Social Agenda is an opportunity not to be missed. 

New President of Social Platform

Conny Reuter, Secretary General of Solidar, was elected president of the Social Platform. He succeeds Fintan Farrell, director of the European Anti-Poverty Network, who served the 6-year maximum mandate in the Management Committee. Myria Vassiliadou, Secretary General of the European Women’s Lobby, joined the Management Committee team for the coming year.

European Social Forum

Call for volunteers and invitation to participate in European Social Forum 2008

The 5th European Social Forum will take place in Malmö in the South of Sweden 17th to 21st of September 2008. The main theme of the ESF-5 is "Making another Europe possible! - East and West together, building alliances for struggles and alternatives." By placing ESF in the North of Europe new organisations are getting actively involved in the ESF-process. 

For the first time an international committee of all kind of movements with 100 organisations from Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden is responsible for organising ESF. Many attempts are now under way to renew the ESF process by strengthening participation from more countries and especially Central- and Eastern Europe, youth participation and a wider range of movements that have not been active in the ESF-process before.

Detailed information on the European Social Forum and on ways to participate can be found on the website www.esf2008.org.  If there is no mobilisation committee yet in your country or region, please feel free to start one and inform the organisers or ask the Contact group for Europe and the World: tord.bjork@mjv.se or joel.borgstrom@gmail.com
The European Social Forum needs 600 voluntary interpreters. Both professionals and non-professionals are welcome. Low cost accommodation, travel and food will be for free. To apply, register into Babels network www.babels.org and join the Malmö ESF list. If you have further questions please contact Sophie Sermage, sophie.sermage@esf2008.org, +46 (0)709-346 921.

Organizations and groups are invited to submit proposals for seminars and programme activities. The ESF program is build by its participating organisations.  The registration form can be found at www.esf2008.org/registrations and all the necessary information about how the program is build and how to submit proposals atwww.esf2008.org/program. To discuss with possible cooperation partners you can also use the websitewww.openesf.net For further information and questions please feel free to contact the program group of the Nordic organizing committee: program@esf2008.org
The whole ESF process can be followed at the web site www.fse-esf.org  with general information on all European Social Forums and the European Preparatory Assemblies, EPA. The next World Social Forum will take place in Belem in Amazonia 2009. The next European Social Forum will take place in Istanbul in Turkey in 2010.

The European Social Forum will be a meeting place for all movements in Europe that see the need of renewal of politics and popular movement cooperation. Especially youth movements are mobilising to make actions and take part in the discussions at ESF. Among organisations initiating youth camps and delegations are the European Trade Union Confederation, the peasant organisation Via campesina, Friends of the Earth Europe Youth, radical pacifists and anticapitalists. Young people from all kinds of movements are especially welcome.

Meetings and events

16 - 19 August 2008
Salvador de Bahia, Brasil
IFSW World Conference 2008

Website: http://www.socialwork2008.com/index2.php?dxi=2 
The Conference general theme "The challenge of consolidating rights in a global and unequal society" inspires Social Workers from all over the world to think about the obstacles imposed to their professional career by the worldwide conjuncture (and that of each country) in a context in which the following should be highlighted:

The globalization of socio-economic processes and extreme social inequities imposed by labor social, regional and international splitting; 

The threatened shortage of natural resources, so necessary to life and to the societies, imposed by the destructive model of capitalist production; 

The growing militarization of global conflicts to the detriment of political negotiation settings.

28 - 30 August 2008
St. Gallen, Switzerland
The 4th World Ageing and Generations Congress

Website:
http://www.wdassociation.org/
The aim of the World Ageing & Generations Congress is to address important topics related to demographic change and its effect on the labour market and social security, on health issues, on the development of new products and markets and on changing lifestyles in society. However, the congress will do more than simply address such topics. By establishing a wide platform for a broad audience and bringing together over 100 specialists from different spheres of society and numerous academic disciplines, the World Demographic Association will provide the framework for the development of innovative solutions in the realms of public policy, business, health and academia. 

08 - 09 September 2008
Bratislava, Slovakia

Impact of Poverty and Social Exclusion on Children’s Lives and their Well-being

Website: http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1210768430_66871.pdf 
The objectives of the workshop are:

- To discuss the theoretical approaches of child-centred research concerning child poverty and social exclusion in detail and in-depth.

- To build a platform for exchange and discussion of research findings about the impact of poverty and social exclusion on children’s lives and well-being, with particular reference to health issues.

- To identify the main priority areas as well as specific groups of children whose well-being is seriously at risk (caused by poverty and social exclusion) in different regions, in particular of children living in the CEE Region, the Southern part of Europe, and the Middle East.

- To exchange and reflect good practices in relation to policy responses concerning these children.

- To discuss the practice- and policy-relevance of (child-centred) research on the workshop topic.

- To continue with the discussion of challenges for research and policies by taking into account the UN CRC as well as recent developments in the area of children’s rights (e.g. at EU level).

- To collect ideas for follow-up activities on the topic “Child Poverty and Social Exclusion” in the respective regions.

18 - 20 September 2008
Helsinki, Finland

Cross-border influences in social policy, Espanet 2008 conference
Website: http://www.etk.fi/page.aspx?section=60309&lang=2 
The ESPANET 2008 conference in Helsinki addresses cross-border influences in social policy. In the conditions of globalization today, the diffusion of ideas concerning social policy across national borders is highly topical. Diffusion of ideas has been accelerated by the process of globalization itself, and also by activities of international organizations such as the UN, the World Bank, the IMF, the OECD and the EU. Also, at a time of globalised markets, multinational corporations and their activities set new challenges for the development of national social policy. 

Yet, cross-border influences in social policy are not only a phenomenon of the 2000s. In practically all countries, the historical developments in social policy can be traced back to a number of different international roots at different times. The international ingredients have contributed to the national mixtures, differently in every country. Old impacts still play a role in today’s social policy practice.

This ESPAnet Conference in September 2008 thus looks forward into the global future of cross-border influences in social policy, but also analyzes the earlier experience of diffusion of social policy ideas. The conference offers a forum for debating policy learning, and lessons and evidence from exporting, importing and integrating ideas. The conference also enables discussing methodological issues in doing research on cross-border influences in social policy.

19 - 22 September 2008
St. Paul’s Bay, Malta, Malta
The Social Capital Foundation International Conference

Website: http://www.socialcapital-foundation.org/conferences/
This multi-disciplinary conference will discuss openly the issues associated with social capital, social inclusion and social cohesion. Topics that may be included at the conference are:

- Social capital and social inclusion, conceptual and empirical links 

- Ethnic diversity and social capital, migrations, and minority integration 

- Social mobility and social capital 

- Social cohesion and revenue inequality issues 

- Social capital and public policies, community development, urban policies 

- Lifelong learning, education issues related to social capital 

- Social capital, families, and the private life 

- Definition and measurement issues about social capital 

- Issues revolving around the TISR model

26 - 27 September 2008
Berlin, Germany
50 years after the start – New rules on EU Social Security Coordination

Website: http://www.eiss.be/conference2008.php 
29 September - 1 October 2008
Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom
International Forum for Child Welfare

'Early Intervention and Prevention'

Website: http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/areasofwork/worldforum2008/index.html 
The international forum will serve as a forum to share good practice and emergent research and evidence about promising approaches in this field. It will provide delegates with the opportunity to explore new ideas and research that might help them develop their own practice/policy. It aims to enable child welfare NGOs, and other relevant bodies to establish contact and to build peer relationships by sharing ideas, challenges, issues, solutions, and approaches to better serve the needs of children and families. But the forum also wants to raise awareness, understanding and increase commitment to early intervention, encourage contributions from practitioners and academics in a range of disciplines including health, mental health, education, social services, social policy, youth justice, voluntary sector and others as appropriate. 

30 September - 2 October 2008
Bonn, Germany
Minority Ethnic and Migrant Elders across Europe - from Challenges to opportunities

Website: http://www.aamee.eu/conference/index.php 
The conference is organised in the frame of the European project Active Ageing of Migrant Elders across Europe promoted by the Ministry of Intergenerational Affairs, Family, Women and Integration of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, and the Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities.

09 - 11 October 2008
Helsinki, Finland

The Local World - Putting Communities at the Centre

Website: http://www.ifsnetwork.org/Events/tabid/449/Default.aspx 
Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the historical and current challenges facing Finnish communities, as well as successful responses including the Nordic tradition of engaging people in enlightened dialogue and a spirit of cooperation. Several other IFS members will also showcase successful projects where neighbourhood centres and community members have united to improve local conditions and work for social justice. Built into each session will be the opportunity for questions, dialogue and shared learning.

9 - 11 October 2008
Bonn, Germany

International Conference on 'Environment, Forced Migration and Social Vulnerability'(EFMSV)

Website: http://www.efmsv2008.org 
The conference will strive to distil the current state of scientific research and debate with the perspective of providing a future outlook and policy-relevant recommendations. 

It is conceived to allow in-depth discussions of specific topics and themes, in particular the following: Environmental drivers of migration; Geographical distribution and trends in vulnerability and migration; Assessment of migratory fluxes due to environmental drivers; Migration as a coping strategy in the face of vulnerability; Temporary and permanent migration due to environmental drivers; and recognition of and assistance to environmentally displaced persons. 

The EFMSV-Conference's goal is to bring together experts of multiple disciplines, dealing with the pressing issues of environmental change, migration and social vulnerability, in order to share knowledge, identify gaps and seek solutions.

30 October - 1 November 2008
Weimar, Germany

Ethnically Diverse City

Website: http://www.urban-future.net/ 
Three major issues will be focused on:

· ethnic diversity and the requirements for urban policies 

· integration of different ethnic groups in the local economy and society 

· innovative strategies for mutual benefit within ethnic diverse neighbourhoods 

Prior to the conference, participants can also attend a workshop programme which is organised around the same theme. 

30 October - 2 November 2008
Vienna, Austria

The 12th Annual ILGA Europe Conference

Website: http://www.ilga-europe.org/europe/about_us/annual_conference/vienna_2008 
The theme of this year's conference is " Think globally, act locally" and reflects the work of ILGA-Europe and its members on advocating for international human rights standards and practices and their implementation at the local level.

Colophon

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published quarterly. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome. 

Contributions and comments can be sent to:

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

Fax
+31 30 7892111

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Hans van Ewijk (the Netherlands)

Treasurer (temporarily): 
Hans van Ewijk (the Netherlands)

Members of Executive Committee: Pierre Alviset (France), Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden), Yaakov Kop (Israel) and Romas Lazutka (Lithuania)

Global Office:

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Fax
+31 30 7892111

President:
Solveig Askjem

Treasurer:
Christian Rollet

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website: www.icsw.org
E-mail: icsw@icsw.org
Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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