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REGIONAL COOPERATION NEWSLETTER
Welcome to this maiden edition of the ICSW Central and West Africa Regional Cooperation Newsletter.

In this May 2007 issue:

1. Two ICSW member organisations participated in CIVICUS 2007 World Assembly, Glasgow, Scotland.

2. African Development Programme participates in CIVICUS 2007 World Assembly Participatory Governance Programme Brainstorming Workshop.

3. ICSW-WACSOF Collaboration: ICSW CWA sends three election observers to the recent Presidential elections in Nigeria.

4. Resources

1. CIVICUS 2007 World Assembly. The CIVICUS World Assembly is one of the leading venues for hundreds of civil society practitioners, researchers and activists to assemble on an invaluable occasion to draw donors, government, business and media closer together to make real changes to the lives of citizens worldwide. www.civicus.org Two ICSW member organisations, Nigerian Network of NGOs (NNNGO) and the Ghana Association of Private Voluntary Organisations (GAPVOD) made an impressive showing at the CIVICUS 2007 World Assembly, Glasgow, Scotland, 23-27 May 2007. NNNGO co-organised a workshop on 26th May 2007 on “to whom are National Associations Accountable in Coalition Building and Public Campaigning”? Mr. Seyi Oyebisi represented NNNGO. See www.nnngo.org for more information. GAPVOD launched a new book, “Civil Society in a Changing Ghana: An Assessment of the Current State of Civil Society in Ghana”. Supporters for this project are: CIVICUS, The World Bank, and UNDP. Present were: Mr. Charles Abbey, Chairman, GAPVOD Council, Mr. Kofi Adu, Executive Director and Mr. Evans Gyampoh.

2. African Development Programme (ADP). The Executive Director of ADP, Mr. Charles Abbey, was invited to participate in the CIVICUS Participatory Governance Programme Brainstorming Workshop, 22-23 May 2007. This programme aims to enhance the capacity of southern civil society and government actors to promote and practice participatory governance at the national and local levels. The findings of the workshop will serve to inform the development of CIVICUS Participatory Governance activities and to identify potential programme partners and advisors. Follow up activities will be announced soon.

3. ICSW-WACSOF Collaboration. The International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW)-West Africa Civil Society Forum (WACSOF) collaboration aims to share experiences, promote active civil society engagement with regional economic blocs and national governments. WACSOF invited the ICSW Regional President for Central and West Africa, Mr. Charles Abbey, to facilitate the recruitment and deployment of experienced Ghanaian election observers to the April 2007 Presidential elections in Nigeria. Three experienced observers from Ghana were sent to Ghana. 

4. Resources. (a) The Global Development Network has developed a toolkit on proposal writing and fundraising. For more information on the toolkit see: www.gdnet.org/middle.php?oid=363 (b) The 2006 Global Accountability Index prepared by the One World Trust is now available online. The 2006 Global Accountability Index assesses thirty of the world’s most powerful organisations from governmental, corporate and non-government sectors. To download a copy of the index and for further information see:www.oneworldtrust.org/?display=index_2006 (c) 2007 Directory of Development Organisations. This lists 51,500 development organisations. Credit: Commonwealth Human Rights Network (CHRN)
The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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