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The Focus in this issue of our Regional Newsletter is on:

· The just ended 3rd SADC-CNGO Forum in Lusaka, Zambia.
· Update on the training workshop in Mauritius

· Links to some useful reading

Lusaka, Zambia was a hive of activity during the just ended Heads of State and Government of the Southern African Development Community ( SADC) Summit from the 15th -17th August. The SADC Council of NGOs held their 3rd Civil Society Forum to coincide with the Summit for the Heads of States. The Civil Society Forum was attended by 300 delegates representing all the countries in the region. Some delegates from the international community came to show their solidarity with the CSOs’ cause in the region. ICSW was honoured to be represented by the Global President, the Executive Director in addition to the Regional President and the two staff members from the Africa Office based in Uganda.
Indeed the Forum provided ICSW an opportunity to interface with the various CSOs in our region. Denys Correll, the Executive Director for ICSW made a solidarity presentation. In his presentation, Denys, highlighted the unparalleled advantage of working with regional Apex organizations. He also shared lessons that ICSW has learnt from working with other regions around the globe. His full paper can be found on www.icsw.org/whatsnew/globact.htm#sadc.
The SADC-CNGO civil society forum agenda provided a wealth of information through the various presentations and networking. Generally all messages from the various presentations resonated with the need for the regional block to deal with expanded development.  The presentations highlighted the need for the state to enhance social protection to ensure that the vulnerable groups do not fall deeper into poverty. Participants bemoaned the observation that most of our governments are characterized by bad governance that is reflected by the policies of exclusion that are typical in most countries in the region. The participants called for the states’ involvement which is critical in human development and the gradual movement towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals and eradication of poverty.
The role of civil society in the expanded development process was emphasized. However, some challenges for CSOs’ effective engagement were highlighted. Key to these challenges was lack of a framework of consultation, dialogue and information sharing among CSOs themselves as well as with the private sector and government. Where there frameworks existed, it was observed that they were poorly conceived. It was concluded that for CSOs to be effective in influencing the process that happen in the region, there is need to build the capacities of CSOs at various levels e.g. monitoring the implementation of the various SADC Governance guidelines and Protocols, understanding Regional integration issues for SADC.
Networking

The Forum provided an opportunity for the ICSW Executives to meet with some of the members in the region as well as prospective members. Several organizations from (Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Kenya) expressed interest to join ICSW. Some old members who had lapsed in their membership contributions made commitment to pay outstanding contributions. 
Upcoming Regional Training Workshop, Mauritius 15-18 October
Plans are at an advanced stage for the training workshop in Mauritius. The discussions at the SADC-CNGO civil society forum gave impetus to this training workshop. The training workshop seeks to begin to address some of the challenges faced by CSOs in effectively influencing development policy. We do hope that the Mauritius workshop can be the beginning of a series of workshops that seek to build our capacity as CSOs and put as on a path for meaningful engagement with our governments. ICSW will cover full costs for paid up members and those that made a commitment in Lusaka to bring their membership fees to Mauritius.

Some useful reading
A key outcome of the G8 Summit in Heiligendamm was the arrangement with the so-called "Outreach Countries" (China, India, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa) to embark on a high-level

dialogue on specific challenges. Amongst other issues, and based on the "Petersburg Declaration" adopted at the G8 Summit 2006, the G8 countries want to engage the O5 countries over principles, aims and policies for global energy security. The FES wants to accompany this process with a series of publications from the perspective of O5 countries on global energy security.

 

The second Dialogue on Globalization Briefing Paper is from South Africa:

 

Hilton Trollip

South African Energy Policy & G8 Petersburg Declaration on Global Energy Security

FES Briefing Paper 11-2007, FES Johannesbrug, August 2007

 

Trollip compares the South African energy policies to the principles and strategies of the Petersburg Declaration. He presents the key challenges of the South African energy sector

and outlines government policies in regard to energy security, climate change and poverty reduction. Finally, Trollip explores the potential for cooperation with the G8 under the Petersburg

Action Plan.

 

Please find the paper directly under

http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/iez/global/04765.pdf
 

 

All publications from the Dialogue on Globalization series can be

found at our all new website

http://www.fes-globalization.org/ .

 

 

Dep. for Development Policy

- Dialogue on Globalization -

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Hiroshimastr. 
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