[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]| InternationaL Councik

IAL FARE
A World Organisation Promoting Social Development




ICSW EUROPE NEWSLETTER
December 2008
In this edition:


President’s letter  P.1

EU and the Financial crisis  P.1

European Citizens Consultation 2009  P.2


Campaign for EU leadership on sustainability  P.3


Social Platform ENGAGE  P.3


European Quality of Life Survey 2007  P.3


New website Social Inclusion  P.4

50/50 campaign for democracy  P.4

ICSW event  P.5


Other Conferences  P.5

Publications  P.6

Colophon  P.7
President’s letter

As 2008 comes to an end we can look back on a year of turmoil. The financial crisis has gone from bad to worse and around Europe people are starting to appreciate its seriousness. Experts predict the worst recession Europe and the world have seen for many years. 

This scenario gives signals to ICSW. In the coming years we should focus on monitoring and evaluating the social effects of the crisis. What will happen with the social situation for the individual citizen as well as society as a whole? Are existing policies and safety nets sufficient and tenacious enough to deal with the effects of the crisis? With our unique composition of members and broad knowledge base we can contribute to the debate by presenting our findings in seminars and taking part in direct discussion with government and other institutions. 

Although it seems dark at the moment I believe in a better future for all of us. In that feeling I like to thank you all for your contributions to our organization during this year and I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Eva Holmberg-Herrström 

EU and the financial crisis

The economic and financial crisis hangs over the world economy like a thundercloud. Banks are collapsing, businesses are downsizing and the word ‘recession’ sounds in every news release on economic development. In many instances the crisis has caused national governments to close ranks and defend their own national interests, by nationalizing banks 
and offering assistance to suffering industries, in complete opposition to the European policies to decrease national protection regulations in favour of a shared European Single Market and the Stability and Growth Pact. 

On 26 November the Commission presented its “European Economic Recovery Plan” to the European Council for discussion in its December session. The Recovery Plan emphasises the need for cooperation between Member States and the European Union. It proposes a major injection of purchasing power into the economy to boost demand and stimulate consumer and business confidence, in addition to a comprehensive programme to direct short-term action to smart investments. The fundamental underlying principles of the Recovery Plan are solidarity and social justice: “In times of hardship, our action must be geared to help those most in need, to work to protect jobs through action on social charges. To immediately address the long-term job prospects of those losing their jobs, through the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund and an accelerated European Social Fund. To cut energy costs for the vulnerable through targeted energy efficiency. To address the needs of those who cannot yet use the internet as a tool to connect.”

One of the proposals concerns the launching of a major European employment support initiative, among others by simplifying the criteria for the European Social Fund, so that Member States can rapidly reinforce activation schemes especially for the low-skilled, can refocus their programmes to concentrate support on the most vulnerable (even opting for full Community financing of projects), and improve the monitoring and matching of skills development and upgrading with existing and anticipated job vacancies. The proposals have been accepted unanimously during the December summit. 

In the Social Platform proposals for a European recovery plan, social NGOs point out that the crisis has made abundantly clear how important it is to invest in people and ecological solutions as this benefits the whole of society and strengthens its resistance to crisis driven changes. Now is the time to strengthen the social and sustainable model, investing in a greener and more social economy that will be respectful of people and the environment. 

One of the major worries is that the most vulnerable people will suffer most from the crisis. Member States should be encouraged to continue to invest in social infrastructures, health and education as investments, not as costs. The European Social Fund should not focus solely on labour market oriented projects, but should be mainly directed towards social inclusion activities. The role of social NGOs, especially at grass roots level, to provide support for people in need and to respond in a flexible way to new demands, should not be underestimated. Shelter, food, social services will be provided throughout Europe by millions of citizens organized in associations, generating social cohesion and inclusion as well as jobs. They need to be close partners with the European Union and the Member States, as well as have access to public funds. 

The Social Platform asks for continued defence and promotion of the European Social Model at the international level: “Europe’s strength when confronting the economic crisis will be its strong social model. Social protection institutions and strong labour market institutions provide a cushion as well as a trampoline for people affected by the crisis. And yet 50% of the world’s population does not benefit from social protection. It is therefore a duty of the European Union to take leadership in ensuring that other countries move towards strong and effective social protection institutions.”

European Citizens Consultation 2009

3 December 2008 saw the launch of the European Citizens Consultation 2009. The Consultation is organized by a European Consortium which includes the following partners - the King Baudouin Foundation, the European Policy Centre, European Movement 
International, Toutel’Europe.fr, European Citizen Action Service and the European Journalism Centre. The initiative builds on the experience of the first ECC in 2007 and provides a new model for public participation in the EU debate. The aim is to solicit ordinary citizens’ views about what they want from ‘Europe’. 

The process begins with the launch of an online forum with websites in each Member State and in all the EU’s official languages, to debate and make proposals for Europe’s economic and social future. The ideas and proposals posted on these websites will feed directly into the national consultations which will be held in every single EU Member State in March 2009, attended by a total of 1,500 randomly-selected citizens reflecting the demographic composition of their countries. These consultations take place in the run-up to the 2009 European elections. 

ECC 2009 is co-funded by the European Commission under its “Debate Europe” programme and run by a consortium of more than 40 organisations, bringing together foundations, NGOs and think tanks throughout Europe. Margot Wallström, Vice-President of the European Commission, said that ECC 2009 is to give citizens a voice and “put ears” on the EU. With the addition of the online debate in ECC 2009, thousands of people will be able to contribute their views over the next six months, so the final task must be to ensure that these voices and proposals are transmitted to the EU institutions. 

The online forum and Member States websites can be accessed through the following website: www.european-citizens-consultations.eu 
Campaign for EU leadership on sustainability:

A Social and Green Agenda for the Next Decade

The Social Platform, together with the European Environment Bureau and the European Trade Union Confederation, see 2009 as a crucial year to prepare an overarching EU strategy that pursues simultaneously economic, environmental and social goals. In their vision, the environment and social goals are not an addendum to the ‘growth and jobs’ strategy, but the cornerstone of a long term development strategy. The three organisations are launching a broad debate, open to many civil society actors, on the priorities of the EU – a debate about creating the consensus necessary to support change towards low-carbon, resource efficient and socially inclusive societies in Europe and globally. The campaign aims to contribute to the European Commission’s strategic agenda for its five-year mandate (2009-2014) so that social and environmental goals underpin all major policy proposals and in particular the budget review and policies on climate change, energy and natural resources, internal market, economy and finance, trade and development. A broad coalition of civil society organizations, trade unions, business organisations as well as think tanks will develop by July 2009 a Social and Green Agenda for the Next Decade in an open and inclusive way and present it to the new European Commission, promote it within the new European Parliament and the Member States. 

A kick-off conference is planned in Brussels on 29 and 30 January 2009. 

Social Platform ENGAGE

The Social Platform launched Engage, a quarterly publication that highlights the activities and the events of the Social Platform and its members with regard to European Union policies. The publication can be downloaded from the Social Platform website: www.socialplatform.org.

European Quality of Life Survey 2007

Eurofound

Eurofound presented the first results of the European quality of life survey (EQLS) 2007 which examines a range of issues, such as employment, income, education, housing, family, health, work-life balance, life satisfaction and perceived quality of society.

First findings include the following: Europeans are generally satisfied and happy with life – on a scale from one to ten, the EU27 average is 7 for life satisfaction and 7.5 for happiness. The disparities in household incomes across Europe are stark: in the EU27, Bulgaria and Romania have incomes almost as low as that of the candidate country, FYR Macedonia; to cope with inadequate income, around half of all households in the 12 New Member States (with the exception of Cyprus and Malta) grow some of their own food; 

The family is highly involved in child- and elderly care and remains the first port of call for personal support in emergencies. Europeans report high levels of satisfaction with their family life. Women still spend more time than men in caring activities and domestic duties. A good work-life balance is tricky to achieve and problems with it appear to be most common in south-eastern Europe: in Croatia and Greece, a little over 70% of working citizens say that they are too tired to do household jobs at least several times a month because of work.

81% of EU residents said that good health was ‘very important’ for their quality of life: however, on average, only 21% of people rate their health as ‘very good’. When asked to rate the quality of society, people in the eastern European new Member States – and in Italy and Portugal – trust their political institutions the least. Citizens in the Nordic countries, and in Turkey, have the most trust in their institutions; people in the Nordic countries and the Netherlands also express the highest levels of trust in other people. 

Further analysis will take place. The main results of the second EQLS will be published in spring 2009. More detailed analysis is planned to examine the data on more specific themes and to improve understanding of the results and will include reports on: Family life and work; Subjective well-being; Quality of society and public services; Social exclusion; Trends in quality of life in Europe (2003-2008). 

For more information, contact Teresa Renehan (ter@eurofound.europa.eu) or Måns Mårtensson (mma@eurofound.europa.eu).
New website Social Inclusion

The Peer Review in Social Protection and Social Inclusion and Assessment in Social Inclusion website has been renewed. It has become more user-friendly and easier to navigate. The website offers information in English, French and German about the cooperation in modernising social protection and in combating poverty and social exclusion in the European Union. The aim is to develop a voluntary mutual learning process among countries by combining regular Peer Reviews with assessments of national social inclusion policies by a Network of Independent Experts: http://www.peer-review-social-inclusion.eu 

50/50 campaign for democracy

The European Women’s Lobby launched a campaign to ensure a more balanced representation of women and men in the next European Parliament under the heading “50/50 campaign for democracy”. The Campaign is personally endorsed by hundreds of well known personalities from across Europe, such as European Commission President and Vice President José Manuel Barroso and Margot Wallström, Prime minister of Belgium Yves Leterme, President of the Slovenian Republic Danilo Türk, former Irish President Mary Robinson, Nobel Price winner Orhan Pamuk, and former President of the European parliament Simone Veil. The President of ICSW Europe, Eva Holmberg-Herrström, added the following personal statement of encouragement to the campaign: "For almost a hundred years women have had the right to vote. In 2008 women are still in minority in all democratic parliaments. Let the election 2009 be the milestone when the European Parliament becomes equally represented by both women and men. Let the European parliament show the way for the national parliaments."

For more information on the 50/50 campaign, visit the campaign website (www.5050democracy.eu )

ENSACT/ICSW Europe regional conference
26 - 29 April 2009

Dubrovnik, Croatia

1st ENSACT conference: Social action in Europe: different legacies & common challenges?

ENSACT is a joint initiative of ICSW Europe, the European Association of Schools of Social work, FESET, the International Federation of Social Workers/European region, and FICE. The Dubrovnik conference is one of the first initiatives of this European Network of Social Action (ENSACT). The 2009 ENSACT Conference on Social action in Europe: different legacies & common challenges? presents an opportunity for social professionals, lecturers, researchers, students, policymakers, service providers and service users to share and exchange valuable knowledge, to debate upon current challenges and to discuss ways forward in the field of social practice, education, policy and provision.

Website: http://www.social2009.org
Other conferences

22 - 23 January 2009, Loughborough; Leicestershire, United Kingdom

Beyond Social Inclusion: Towards a More Equal Society?

The need to tackle inequalities is increasingly seen by many within policy and academic circles as requiring urgent action. The Centre for Research in Social Policy conference: ‘Beyond Social Inclusion: Towards a More Equal Society?’ will bring together policy makers, practitioners and academics to examine the implications of inequalities for individuals, communities, nation states and international relations. A core emphasis of the conference will be to stimulate dialogue between social scientists and policy makers in order to debate the role policy should play in creating a more equal society. 

Website: http://www.crsp.ac.uk/conference/conference_2009/index.htm 

4 - 6 February 2009, Bonn, Germany
International Forum on Equal Opportunities

A practice-oriented symposium on international youth work and migration
The International Forum on Equal Opportunities launches a practice-oriented debate on the relationship between international youth work and migration: how can international projects promote the integration of youth with a migration background and help to open societies towards cultural and social diversity?

The International Forum on Equal Opportunities addresses people engaged in international activities for young people, in activities involving youth with a migration background and in migrants’ grassroots organisations from Germany and other countries.
Website: http://www.ijab.de/wai1/showcontent.asp?ThemaID=1059 
6 - 7 March 2009, Luxemburg, Luxemburg
The European Social Model in a Global Perspective
The European Social Model has always been considered as unique. Even in the era of globalization and strong international competition, with economic growth being the ultimate target, the European Union has set the aim to sustain social cohesion while becoming ‘the most competitive knowledge-based economy in the world’. This aim is apparently distinguishing Europe from the US. Nevertheless, the social model of Europe is undoubtedly under strain. Universal social welfare is being gradually replaced by activation and means-tested policies. Job and employment security are becoming less important in policy making. Policies that facilitate competitiveness and entrepreneurship take the lead. Public provision 
of health and education is abolished. The purpose of this conference is to raise and discuss issues that place the European Social Model in a global perspective. 

Website: http://soc.kuleuven.be/ceso/impalla/ESPANET/description/description.html 
Publications

ICSW Global conference papers

The 33rd ICSW global conference took place in Tours, France, in July 2008. The papers delivered at the conference are now available on the ICSW website: www.icsw.org
The website offers an English and French message on the home page regarding papers from the conference. This valuable resource gives you access to all the papers that were provided to the organizers. 

Guide on creating an inclusive society: mainstreaming disability based on the Social Economy example

Social Economy Europe (formerly known as CEP-CMAF) is the EU level- representative institution for social economy. It brings together international and European representatives of the four main social economy “families” – cooperatives, associations, foundations and mutual societies – with national platforms and European social economy network organizations. Social Economy Europe’s working group on disability has had a leading role in promoting the inclusion of the disability perspective in social economy enterprises and organizations. The guide aims to provide a practical tool, mixing complementary guidelines with case study examples clearly illustrating initiatives in areas such as employment, education and training, goods and services, health care, leisure activities, financial services and funding as well as housing. The guide is available on DVD for free in English, French, Italian and Spanish.

More: http://socialeconomy.eu.org 

Poverty Across Europe: The Latest Evidence Using the EU-SILC Dataset 
Policy brief of European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research
The rate of poverty varies between 10% and 23% in the countries of the European Union. Low levels of poverty characterize the Scandinavian countries, the so-called Corporatist countries (Austria, Germany), and the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia among the former Socialist countries. In contrast, the risk of poverty tends to be relatively high in the Mediterranean and the Baltic states. This Policy Brief discusses the sensitivity of these estimates to the measures used and explores the underlying patterns across the vulnerable groups and the likely causes of poverty in these countries.
The results presented are part of a long-term research project completed within the European Observatory on the social situation, financed by the European Commission.
More: http://www.euro.centre.org/detail.php?xml_id=1372
Street Life: Social Work and Street Children

This publication is the result of a one-year Socrates project in which seven universities in Europe participated. It offers an overview of the different life situations of street children in Austria, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Netherlands, Slovakia and Turkey, taking into account the differences in social work and social policy in the various participating countries. 

The book was published by FH Campus Wien/ Austria. 

ISBN 978-963-473-107-8

Well-being of Older People in Ageing Societies 

Asghar Zaidi
The European Centre in Vienna published the 30th volume in its series on Public Policy and Social Welfare, focusing on the ways in which policy makers worldwide respond to the new challenges of ageing societies, particularly in maintaining the financial sustainability of old age pension systems. Individuals in their own financial planning for retirement also face critical challenges: they need to safeguard against risks of falling into poverty during an increasing longer duration of retirement. The book provides new insights into how with ageing factors such as ill health and disability become ever more important in determining the personal well-being of older people and these factors have financial implications not captured by an analysis of pension income alone. 
Another important policy implication arising from this book is the extent to which people are exposed to income risks in their retirement. While individuals and governments already safeguard against such hazards, this research shows that these measures will need to be strengthened further in light of the increasingly longer time spent in the post-retirement phase of life and in view of greater reliance by retirees on diverse and potentially volatile sources of income. 

The empirical work reported also highlights the importance of cross-national research on income dynamics during retirement: the results provide important pointers towards how different social security systems affect the income risks associated with various attributes and life-course transitions experienced while ageing. 

The book was published by Aldershot (UK): Ashgate / European Centre Vienna
ISBN 978-0-7546-7596-9

Colophon
The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published quarterly. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 
ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Pierre Alviset (France)

Members of Executive Committee: Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office:

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

President:
Christian Rollet (France)

Vice-President:
Charles Abbey (Ghana)

Treasurer:
Marijke Steenbergen (the Netherlands)

Member:
Jong-Sam Park (South Korea)

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website: www.icsw.org
E-mail: icsw@icsw.org  

Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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