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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

by Hans van Ewijk 

President ICSW Europe
The Newsletter moved!
Since 2002 the Danish Council for Social Welfare produced the quarterly Newsletter for ICSW European region. Now the publication of the Newsletter has moved to the Netherlands as part of the responsibility of ICSW Europe’s new Secretary General. We would like to thank the Danish Council for Social Welfare very much for the energy and hard work they put into the production of the Newsletters. Thank you, Lole Møeller and Sussie Baumkirchner, for a job well done!

The Brazilian Global 32nd ICSW Conference on Social Inclusion

About 30 Europeans attended the global ICSW Conference in Brasilia this summer. Most of the approximately 900 attendants were Brazilians. Therefore the Conference definitely had a South American flavour and sometimes I really regretted not being able to speak or understand the Portuguese language. Most of the workshops were in Portuguese as well. 

ICSW Workshops

For that reason, it was great that ICSW had organized five highly interesting workshops on civil society involvement in and contribution to poverty reduction and social inclusion. The workshops were well attended and people were 
interested and committed to discuss themes such as regional cooperation, North-South and 
South-South dialogue, and global policies. We had a lot in common in our ideas about poverty reduction based on a truly mutual process of change, development and learning. We shared a critical attitude towards the current targeting policies fed by neoliberalism and modern management ideas. Our belief was more in community development, supported by regional and national strategies and above all in empowering the poor to fight for their own sake and to strengthen their power in voicing their interests. Countries with a strong civil society based on democratic and local structures are needed for economic development and social quality. 

Concluding words 

On behalf of ICSW Europe I had an opportunity to speak to the conference participants. You can find the full speech on our website but I want to quote my concluding words here because they can be read as elements for an ICSW strategy in combating poverty all over the world.

The International Council on Social Welfare is not a single issue organisation. We are involved right across the socio-economic and socio-cultural domain and debate. We are aiming at a fair, open and constructive debate on overall strategies and concrete practices. ICSW is not trying to blame specific actors like states, international agencies, business or civil society. In particular we are fully aware of the risks of blaming the poor and blaming the developing countries. The debate is much more on comprehensive and multi-actor strategies and of course ICSW has a specific responsibility in involving civil society, believing in its power to create a supportive environment for human and social development.

For that reason I will conclude by emphasizing five principles or strategies which are essential in my opinion and fit in the global and European ICSW programmes:
1. To invest in and to improve the North South dialogue. For this goal we are supported by the Finnish and Swedish ministries of Foreign Affairs and we have got a lot of support from NGO members in African countries. In particular we will try to get a dialogue creating shared knowledge and innovation from both sides.

2. To support the European Social model as a value based approach. We believe that the idea of a social Europe is different and has to be different from the US social model. Europe should be more pronounced in its own profile and its own belief in establishing social justice within the European Union and on the global level.

3. ICSW has a specific task in giving voice to strengthening civil society, in particular the expertise of grassroots workers and other social experts. They have a lot of knowledge and experience in recognizing and analyzing social problems and social powers and in implementing socio-economic strategies. This expertise is not voiced and heard enough in the political processes. We are missing more participatory policy making, as it is happening these days at this conference.

4. ICSW promotes citizenship based on social responsibility and social rights and on a great belief in the power of people to cope with their own living and working conditions, provided that basic resources including human, financial and social capital are available and able to be developed. 

5. ICSW wants to promote social welfare as a challenging, inspiring, promising and strong domain. The social domain is not a distressful, problematic ’no-go’ area. On the contrary, it is an exciting world to discover. It is the world of human behaviour and human relationships, the essential background and destiny of the human kind. We need economists, a market, new transformations in the socio-economic domain to strengthen and to support the social and human development and not the other way round.


































News from ICSW members

Copenhagen Observatory Conference on Social Development in the EU

9-10 October 2006
The Danish Council on Social Welfare invites participants to join their annual conference on the need for a social Europe on 9 and 10 October in Copenhagen. The first day is in Danish, but on 10 October interpretation in English will be available for a variety of presentations on social development in Europe, social political challenges in Europe, the voices from Eastern Europe, a comparison of poverty thresholds and minimum income in Denmark and the EU, and the presentation of new Danish research results. 

For more information please contact the Danish Council on Social Welfare at
socpolfo@post.tele.dk
European symposium of CNAS
8-9 December 2006

The French national council of ICSW – Comité National d’Action Sociale – invites people to participate in a European symposium on 8 and 9 December 2006 in Paris. The theme of the symposium is ‘Discrimination: from concept to reality’. The symposium will explore concepts like positive discrimination, affirmative action, universality, equality, exclusion and inclusion and invites European participants to exchange their testimonies on three major challenges: employment, housing and health. The languages of the symposium are French and English and the registration fee is € 250 per person. 
For more information please contact CNAS at c.n.a.s@wanadoo.fr or

comite.service.francais@wanadoo.fr 
or by phone +33 1 40 59 62 22.

Social Platform Conference and ICSW workshop

NEWS FROM THE EUROPEAN PLATFORM OF SOCIAL NGOs 

by Uta Stitz
Recent Developments in European social policies 

Flexicurity

Flexicurity becomes more and more important within the European Union. Social NGOs might be able to use this development as a means not only to discuss economic issues, but also to give attention to employment-related, social issues. At the European Spring Council 2006, it was decided to develop common principles on flexicurity. 
Flexicurity, based on experiences in Denmark, is considered to have four key elements: 
1. flexible work contracts, 

2. active labour market measures, 

3. lifelong learning and 

4. modern social security systems

Flexicurity is going to be part of the European Employment Strategy and the Lisbon Strategy. On 12 May 2006, the Employment Committee and the Social Protection Committee produced a joint contribution on flexicurity, which was endorsed by the European Council. 
On 19-20 October, an informal tripartite Social Summit on flexicurity will be held under the Finnish Presidency. Flexicurity might also be discussed during the Autumn Council in order to prepare a Communication on a set of common principles on flexicurity for publication in 2007. The European Commission has also the intention to bring out a Green Paper on Labour Law and to analyse flexicurity aspects in the context of the Annual Progress Report (Implementation Reports). 

The Social Platform intends to publish a shadow paper on common principles of flexicurity before the European Summit in October 2006. The ICSW representative in the Social Platform stressed that public policies for more flexible labour markets would only be acceptable when accompanied by a well-developed social security system covering available education for all as well as unemployment and pension systems that take into consideration ‘modern’ interrupted job careers.

Lisbon Strategy and Open Method of Coordination (OMC)

On 15 September, the Member States of the European Union had to deliver their first integrated reports under the streamlined OMC for social protection and social inclusion to the European Commission; 15 October is the deadline for the adoption of the Implementation Reports on the respective National Reform Programmes. 

Hubertus Arndt, member of the Lisbon task force, secretariat general of the European Commission, explained during a meeting of the social policy working group of the Social Platform on the 7th of September 2006, that the joint report of the European Commission is expected in December 2006 and should be adopted by the Member States at the European Council in early March 2007. The social content of this report would depend to a large extent on the number of social issues put forward by the Member States themselves. At the moment, the European Commission is considering country specific recommendations. 
However, even if the Commission would decide to give recommendations, it would be hard to include recommendations on social issues, as the legal basis for those is lacking (the Treaty in Articles 99 and 128 etc offers a legal basis for the coordination of economic policies and for employment policy guidelines, but not for the social field). 

Walter Zamiere, member of the secretariat of the Social Protection Committee, DG Employment, added that his unit had great interest in using the streamlined OMC-reports to feed into the joint report of the European Commission. However, the OMC-reports and the Implementation reports should be understood as complementing each other and not as overlapping reports. All labour market-related issues like flexicurity, integration of disadvantaged people and those furthest from the labour market, jobless households etc could feed into the Implementation Reports and into the Declaration of the European Council in March 2007. 
ICSW invites its members to analyze the respective country reports closely in order to check and ensure the existence of social issues in the reports and to participate actively as civil society partners in establishing these reports. 

Social services of general interest (SSGIs) and the Service directive

SSGIs are a crucial concern for most of ICSW’s members. Recently, the European commission launched a communication on social services of general interest and the council decided on the status of social and health services in the highly debated services directive.

The Communication on Social Services of General Interest (KOM (2006) 177), dated 26th April, was long expected. The delay in publication was due to debates between the different DGs of the European Commission. The Communication acknowledges the importance of social services for the European societies and economies. It also acknowledges the characteristics of personal social services like the principle of solidarity, the fact that social services are comprehensive and personalized; they are not for profit, often include volunteers and are strongly rooted in local cultural traditions. But the Commission also states that community rules have to be applied, like for example, the community legislation on public contracts and concessions when organizing a public service (respect of freedom of establishment and competition law).

Service Directive: The common position adopted by the Council in May 2006 will have to be examined by the European Parliament in November 2006 (second reading). In the Council’s common position, Article 2 foresees a wide range of social services excluded from the Directive like non-economic services of general interest, health services (both public or privately offered services) and social services related to social housing, care of children and ’aid to persons and families who are temporarily or permanently in need….’. 

Questions for social service providers arise in at least two places: the phrase ’persons and families permanently or temporarily in need’ is very ambiguous and open to interpretation. The expression ’such as’ introduced in the European Parliament’s first reading should ideally be included (instead of ‘related to’ which is used in the Council’s proposal) to ensure that the list of social services is an open list. Also, it is not clear yet if care for the elderly is considered part of the health services.
The Social Platform’s Annual Conference 

The Social Platform’s Annual Conference Social Justice and Democracy: Renewing the guiding principles of the European Union will take place in Brussels on 5 and 6 December 2006. Two plenary sessions are planned, one on Social values in EU politics: are we moving forwards or backwards? the other on the question: Would the EU be more social if it was more democratic? Tuula Haatainen, Finnish Minister of Social Affairs and Health, will be one of the keynote speakers. The conference will include panels with prominent members of European political parties. 

ICSW plans to be present with a workshop on the political dimension of social services. All ICSW members are very welcome to participate in the conference. Participation is free but participants have to cover their own travel costs.

Report from Council of Europe

2006 Summer session of the conference of international NGOs enjoying consultative status with the Council of Europe

by Marie-Noelle Cottet-Plantavid

The INGO Conference of the Council of Europe met from 26-29 June 2006. On the agenda were a series of meetings. The first and last ones were meetings of the Liaison Committee, of which ICSW unfortunately is no longer a member since our three years mandate finished in April 2006.

Other meetings involved the Human Rights Grouping, the Gender Equality Grouping, the Countryside and Environment Grouping, the Civil Society and Democracy in Europe Grouping, the Health Grouping, and the Educational and Culture Grouping. 

The agenda items and reports are presented by the President of the Grouping, followed by a discussion between all the members. I would like to call the attention of ICSW to three main subjects discussed in this session. 

I Human Rights 

Mr Thomas Hammargerg, new commissioner for Human Rights at the Council of Europe, presented his main subjects: human rights and terrorism, equality of men and women, questions about religion, education and culture, rights of handicapped persons, situation of gipsy people, and the situation of migrants without papers, especially the children.

When asked what he would expect from INGO associations, Mr Hammargerg replied: “Many things because you are practical and concrete organisations“. A representative from FIEP (Federation Internationale pour l´Education des Parents) asked questions about the rights of children, and the representative from Amnesty wanted to be informed about the monitoring of the fight against terrorism.
II Place of INGO in the participation with the Council of Europe 

Mrs Anne-Lise Oeschger, President of INGO Conference, repeated how very important the position of INGOs are: the contribution of the conference INGO in the Report of Jean-Claude Junker on the cooperation between the European Union and the Council of Europe approaches INGOs as one part of the solution of social problems in Europe. INGO would be able to play the same role with the European Union.
III Children and young people
A new campaign for Diversity, Human rights and Participation of Young People is organised from June 2006 to September 2007 with the slogan ‘All Different - All Equal’: “We, representatives of governments and youth organisations, are working together within the Council of Europe’s unique co-management system on youth co-operation. We believe in DIVERSITY, as a condition for cultural and social life, as belonging to the very character of Europe; we believe in the core values of the Council of Europe – DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS and the RULE OF LAW - and we believe that PARTICIPATION as the concept of active democratic citizenship and a fully PARTICIPATIVE SOCIETY can ensure that these values are maintained and further developed.”
Two young students from Belarus came to speak about their difficulties to get visa to study in European countries. It was decided to bring their case before the Council of Europe.

In the same way the question of children’s rights was analysed in relation to the rights of women. I spoke about the responsability of mothers which is of course essential in the education.

The Rio de Janeiro Experience

by Hans van Ewijk
In my speech at the ICSW conference in Brasilia I called social welfare challenging, inspiring and promising. This remark led to an invitation from SESC Rio de Janeiro to visit some of their socio-cultural projects in the Favela’s. For three days I enjoyed the power of mainly young people expressing themselves in dancing, music, theatre and circus. People living in the illegal no-go areas, sometimes violent and controlled by drugs gangs, demonstrated an optimism and professionalism that was amazing. Even more impressive was the fact that these projects were all very community oriented and based on human values such as respect, commitment and solidarity. 
Social work in those areas is not therapeutic and individualized but based on doing things together, in challenging people to stand up, to work hard on their social and cultural competences and to empower the communities. 
I am planning to organize a conference at my University for Professional Education of Social Workers in the Netherlands inviting experts from all over the world involved in socio-cultural project in the favela’s, the townships, the ghetto’s, the marginal communities. At the same time I am discussing with the local authorities to invite some of the music and dancing groups for performances in the streets and theatres and to exchange their experiences, their professionalism and their ambitions and ideas. 
You are most welcome to give me suggestions or to announce your willingness to participate in this initiative at hans.vanewijk@hu.nl
North-South projects

The first official ICSW North-South co-operation project has started between Tanzania and Finland. The project was presented at one of the ICSW workshops in Brasilia by participants from the Tanzania Council for Social Development (TACOSODE) and the Finnish Federation for Social Welfare and Health – both ICSW member organisations. 
Both organisations seem to be ideally situated for co-operation in poverty reduction and social development strategies. Finland and Tanzania enjoy excellent long-term relationship with close-knit cooperation between both governments and NGOs. The goals and priorities of development cooperation and policies are largely coherent. The partners are now developing a work plan for their project. The first phase is three years, but the project is expected to run for a period up to 10 years.
ICSW participates in monitoring and evaluation of the project as well as dissemination of results and best practices. We expect that the project of Tanzania and Finland will provide inspiration for further pilots in cooperation. ICSW is supportive of co-operation between regions in the field of social development. ICSW is identifying potential partners for co-operation in Europe and Africa. Already other North and South members have expressed an interest in forming partnerships.

The North – South project is part of the ICSW Global Programme which can be read on the ICSW website
http://www.icsw.org/publications.htm - other publications. Further information on the North – South project can be found in a speech Globalization and Development Cooperation between South and North given by Denys Correll at a seminar in Helsinki at
http://www.icsw.org/whatsnew.htm
ICSW members interested in similar North-South projects with other countries are welcome to contact Denys Correll, ICSW executive director (dcorrell@icsw.org) or Thea Meinema,
Secretary General of ICSW Europe 
(icsw_europe@nizw.nl )
CoRep European Region 

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF REPRESENTATIVES ICSW EUROPE

The Committee of Representatives ICSW European Region met in Brasilia on 16 July 2006, with 12 members present from 6 countries. Despite the long agenda there was ample time for discussion. Following are the main topics decided.
Nominations for representative functions

ExCo has nominated ISCW representatives in the various forums. CoRep endorsed these nominations:

Social Platform: Uta Stitz, Thea Meinema, Walter Schmid 

Council of Europe: Marie Noelle Cottet-Plantavid, Florian Bauckhage
ENSACT: Hans van Ewijk, Romas Lazutka
EAPN: Philip Steck
European Policy Centre: Thea Meinema, Uta Stitz

European Centre: Marjaliisa Kauppinen

European Secretary General

CoRep appointed Thea Meinema from the Netherlands as Secretary General of ICSW Europe for a period of two years. The Secretary General will prepare the meetings of ExCO and CoRep (documents, agenda’s, and minutes), monitor activities, e.g. expert committees and representation, and will coordinate communications. 
The Secretary General may represent ICSW European Region and works under supervision of the Regional President. 
The nomination and financial commitment are linked to the current Regional Presidency and the Netherlands Institute for Care and Welfare (NIZW) that is hosting ICSW at the moment. 

Communication

Following the appointment of the Secretary General, CoRep agreed to the communication strategy that was proposed to improve the communication of ICSW European Region. Under supervision of the Secretary General, NIZW will take care of the communications during the remaining period of the current Presidency (e.g. update content of European region website, production of digital news bulletins, print materials, editing of briefings, reports, and papers of ICSW European region, etc.). The editing of the Newsletter will be taken over from Denmark in autumn 2006. 

European legal basis for ICSW Europe

There is a need to create a European legal status for ICSW Europe. To do that, we need some adjustments in the global constitution – referring to regional legal ICSW bodies – and a fully new European constitution in agreement with the global one. This is quite a complex procedure. The plan is to take both actions together and to implement them in autumn 2007. This is considered a big step for the European region, but also as a wise thing to do. CoRep agrees on condition that the link with ICSW global level remains evident. A clause will be included to make sure that it is not possible to have European members who are not also global members. 

New Executive Committee for ICSW Europe

The following persons will be ExCo members for the next two years: 
Regional President:

Hans van Ewijk, Netherlands

Regional Treasurer: 

Uta Stitz, Germany

Global Exco member: 

Pierre Alviset, France

Exco member: 

Yaakov Kop, Israel

Romas Lazutka, Lithuania

Eva Holmberg-Herrström, Sweden
Goodbyes

Three valued members of ExCo left at the end of their period of office. Marjaliisa Kauppinen has been involved in ICSW for 20 years, and has been active in various functions for the last 10 years. She has been one of the staunch supporters of ICSW over time, always emphasizing that ICSW needs a profile and a balance, between global and regional, between social and economic growth, but never forgetting the details or loosing sight of the fact that people and atmosphere are important. Her contributions to ICSW are manifold and will not be forgotten. 
CoRep also conveyed their thanks to Marie-Noelle Cottet-Plantavid and Albinas Bagdonas, who are leaving ExCo but were not able to participate in the meeting. Although CoRep was not able to address these departing ExCo members in person, the members present wanted to express their gratitude for the valuable contributions both Marie-Noelle and Albinas made to strengthening ICSW Europe and developing its work.

Conferences and Seminars

Fifth European Round Table on Poverty and Social Exclusion – Towards a More Coherent Society

15-17 October 2006

From 15 to 17 October the Finnish Presidency of the EU, together with the European Commission, will organise the Fifth European Round Table in Tampere, Finland. The aim of the Round Table is to provide a well-targeted opoprtunity to a broad-based European discussion on the prevention and eradication of poverty and social exclusion. The Round Table is one of the main European wide occasions where politicians and representatives from NGOs, national, regional and local governments, as well as from European institutions can exchange their views and learn from each other´s approaches. The fifth Round Table will be the last one under the European Union´s current Social Exclusion Programme. 
More information can be found on the website of the Finnish EU Presidency at www.eu2006.fi 
Social Rights and Market Freedoms – is a better balance possible?

17-18 October 2006

Right after the Round Table the Finnish Federation for Social Welfare and Health, the Finnish ICSW member, organises an international NGO seminar, also in Tampere. The seminar is organised together with the Platform of European Scoial NGOs, the European Anti-Poverty Network and the Observatory for the Development of Social Services in Europe. The objective is to analyse the multidimensional relationship between internal market regulations and national social protection systems, and to make visible the impact of the emphasis on competitiveness in the EU policies on people´s welfare and the social cohesion. The seminar aims at preparing a common NGO position paper which will be presented to the Presidency conference one month later. 
For more information please contact Ms Kirsi Väätämöinen at the Finnish Federation: kirsi.vaatamoinen@stkl.fi 
Challenges in Combating Pensioner Poverty
4-5 December 2006
A conference on ’Challenges in Combating Pensioner Poverty’, organised jointly by STAKES and the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, will be held on 4-5 December in Helsinki as one of the side events of the Finnish EU Presidency. This conference may be of interest to ICSW members. The conference will bring together international experts on poverty and pensions and debate future pension policy options in combating the risk of poverty amongst pensioners. On the first day of the conference, the discussions will highlight the key policy developments in the pension system across EU countries, such as the strengthening of the minimum income guarantee for pensioners, reforms in earnings-related public pensions, introduction of statutory funded pensions. Next, it will be discussed how these reforms are likely to impact on retirement incomes and poverty risk amongst pensioners. 
On the second day, experts will present the synthesis of the discussion from the first day, outlining a few policy options for tackling the risk of poverty amongst future pensioners. These policy options will then be discussed by selective groups of international experts and other participants. The conference will be concluded by a roundtable discussion, which will revolve around a list of questions arising from issues such as what are the policy choices towards a fiscally and socially sustainable Europe, what future research agenda to address the issue of how pension policy affects poverty risk of elderly, what Member States can do and avoid doing, and finally what role for international organisations in ensuring that good practices are identified and lessons learned are disseminated. More information can be found on the European Centre website
www.euro.centre.org
Colophon
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