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Global Social Policies: Redistribution, Regulation, and Rights
REDISTRIBUTION

The G8 meeting in Japan met at the midpoint to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The G8 leaders expressed their commitment to achieving these goals, and also referred to the necessity of increasing official development assistance (ODA) to Africa beyond 2010. Furthermore, regarding the G8 commitment to provide $60 billion for health agreed at last year’s G8 Summit, the leaders agreed to provide the said amount over five years, plus 100 million mosquito nets by the end of 2010. (www.g8summit.go.jp/eng/news/summary.html) (see also Health section)
In the view of John Kirton, Director of the G8 Research Group (University of Toronto) the summit was successful not least because Japan has a track record of hosting worthwhile G8 summits (http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/scholar/kirton-performance-080817.pdf).
On development, especially in Africa, G8 leaders moved forward on health, water, education and development assistance by reaffirming past commitments, adding mechanisms to monitor their compliance and supporting the healthcare work-force […] On strengthening the G8’s own architecture for global governance, its leaders created mechanism to monitor more credibly, and thus help deliver more effectively, their compliance with their many ambitious summit commitments, especially those on health, that come due in 2010.
However Japan itself actually is bottom in a list of developed countries in terms of their support to African Development according to the Centre for Global Development’s (CGD) Commitment to Development Index for Africa. (http://www.cgdev.org/files/16037_file_CGD_Brf_DevIndexAfr_Fin.pdf)
Preceding the G8 was the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD IV), a Summit-level international policy forum, 28 - 30 May, marking the fifteenth anniversary of the TICAD process. It brought together 51 African countries, 74 international and regional organisations, private sector, civil society organisations and notable individuals. (http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/africa/ticad/index.html http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/ticad/)
Also preceding the G8 and seeking to influence it was the African Union (AU) Summit at which a landmark report was launched which had been produced with the heads of the African Development Bank Group, the European Commission, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Islamic Development Bank Group, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and the World Bank Group. The report comprises a set of key recommendations that detail how Africa can fight extreme poverty, hunger and disease to achieve the MDGs by 2015. (http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2008/july/consensus-for-achieving-the-mdgs-in-africa.en)
Preparations continue for the Financing for Development (FfD) conference to be held in Doha 29 November – 2 December (www.un.org/esa/ffd). NGOs have published a benchmark document with a new set of concrete measures to influence decision making at the Conference. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/ffd/conference/doha/2008/0627recommendations.pdf). A South Centre report calls on poorer countries to set up a post-Doha agenda to foster South-South cooperation on FfD issues. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/ffd/conference/doha/2008/southcentre.pdf) On 16–17 June, the Women’s Working Group (WWG) on FfD, with the support of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), held a consultation in New York that concluded with the presentation of a set of recommendations to Ambassador Abdelaziz of Egypt and Ambassador Løvald of Norway, Co-Chairs of the FfD review process. (http://www.unifem.org/news_events/currents/issue200807.php#wwg). A scholarly contribution is provided by Tony Atkinson’s new Development Finance in the Global Economy: The Road Ahead (http://www.wider.unu.edu/publications/books-and-journals/2008/en_GB/dev-fin-in-global-economy/). It provides a timely update and analysis of the developments in key areas of development financing – foreign direct investment, debt, financing from the Bretton Woods institutions, ODA, and the so-called innovative sources of international financing.

Among innovative sources of international financing a new alliance was formed to campaign for yet another global health fund. This is the Health Impact Fund which is an optional mechanism that offers pharmaceutical innovators a supplementary reward based on the health impact of their products, if they agree to sell those products at cost. The proposed fund, seen as an incentive for global health, is to be financed mainly by governments (www.yale.edu/macmillan/igh). Watch this space to see if this idea of Thomas Pogge takes off. More conventionally the Bank has contributed Beyond aid: new sources and innovative mechanisms for financing development in Sub-Saharan Africa. (http://go.worldbank.org/5VQZLSA0S0)
After this digest was prepared in September 2008 the Third High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness will take place in Ghana (2-4 September). The objective is to help developing countries and marginalised people in their fight against poverty by making aid more transparent, accountable and results-oriented. (http://www.accrahlf.net) Ahead of this event the OECD Development Centre has produced a sharp criticism of the increasing complexity of the Aid Non-System. According to Helmut Reisen recent years have seen a rise in the complexity of donors and aid delivery channels. New official donors, mainly from oil-consuming Asian and oil-rich emerging powers, have entered the scene. So have private donors. The global development finance non-system now encompasses global programmes and non-government organisations, private philanthropy and the private commercial sector, beyond the “old” bilateral and multilateral donors. Recipient-country administrations suffer from the number of interlocutors; moreover, good bureaucrats are thin on the ground, at times poached by donors, and in any case diverted from their main task. (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/21/20/41125891.pdf) Also ahead of the event will be a civil society forum (www.betteraid.org).

Yosh Tandon of the South Centre argues that “under the pretext of making aid more effective, the aid effectiveness project is a form of collective colonialism by Northern donors of those Southern countries that, through weakness, vulnerability or psychological dependency, allow themselves to be subjected to it at the Accra conference in September”. The future lies in the Development Cooperation Forum of the UN taking over responsibility for the OECD DAC work. It could undertake or commission a proper study of the Paris Declaration (on aid effectiveness) and recommend how a two-way process of accountability could be put in place. Aid is not the route to development. It creates dependency and erodes self-reliance, and the UN should encourage a study on how developing countries can exit from aid dependency – an exercise that the South Centre is already engaged in. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/develop/oda/2008/0610parisdeclaration.htm; see also Ending Aid Dependence http://www.southcentre.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=933&Itemid=).
The new UN Development Cooperation Forum is discussed in the Governance Section below.

REGULATION

A contribution to knowing more about the extent of migration (which would contribute to its more effective global management) will be provided by the CGD’s Commission on Migration Data (http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2008/05/lets_do_the_numbers_cgd_launch.php). The Commission comprises some of the world's top experts on migration data from the OECD, UN, Eurostat, the World Bank, and top academic institutions. During its deliberations and at a series of high-level UN meetings on migration and development in late 2008, the Commission will identify a small set of actionable recommendations.
One aspect of migration data concerns remittances. The Migration and Remittances Factbook provides a snapshot of migration and remittances for all countries, regions and income groups of the world, compiled from available data from various sources. (http://go.worldbank.org/U1S23A9QR0)
The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) held a workshop on Enhancing the Role of Return Migration in Fostering Development, 21-22, April in the framework of the IOM's International Dialogue on Migration (IDM) which in 2008 has an overall theme of Return Migration: Challenges and Opportunities (http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/pid/1993).
The UN’s Global Compact moved to increase its credibility by announcing in June that a total of 630 companies have been removed from its list of participants for failure to communicate progress on implementing aspects of the codes of labour and environmental standards they had signed up to. The delisting policy was first implemented in January 2008, when 394 companies were removed from the participant list. Since then, an additional 236 companies have been delisted. (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/NewsAndEvents/news_archives/2008_06_25.html). At its 1 May Board meeting it was agreed to develop a minimum standard for Communications on Progress, to explore the possibility of crosschecking the participant database for companies blacklisted by International Financial Institutions and to take a stronger role in following up on complaints made through the dialogue mechanisms to address cases of systematic and egregious abuse. (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2008_05_21/GCBoardreport_May2008_final.pdf)
RIGHTS

In what is being seen as an important milestone, the UN Human Rights Council on 18 June adopted the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which would allow persons to petition an international human rights body about the violation of their rights under the Covenant. UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour said :

The Protocol will provide an important platform to expose abuses that are often linked to poverty, discrimination and neglect, and that victims frequently endure in silence and helplessness. It will provide a way for individuals, who may otherwise be isolated and powerless, to make the international community aware of their situation. (http://www.twnside.org.sg/title2/UN_reform/news/6500.by.KR.doc)
Other decisions of the 8th Session of the Human Rights Council are at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/. At its earlier 7th Special Session in May the Council passed a Resolution on the World Food Crisis and the Right to Food (http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/7/index.htm).
The United Nations General Assembly subsequently confirmed the appointment of Navanethem (Navi) Pillay, of South Africa, to succeed Louise Arbour as High Commissioner for Human Rights (the leading UN human rights official). (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/NewHC.aspx)
The Council’s Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights meeting in a pre-sessional working Group (19-23 May) considered a highly critical report on the UK’s progress on Human Rights. (http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/cescrwg40.htm) 

Among specific social rights given special attention in the period under review are the rights of people with disability (http://www.un.org/disabilities/), the rights of indigenous people (http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/), and the right to health. The later by means of a joint publication by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) (http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Factsheet31.pdf).

The relationship between business and human rights has been much discussed. John Ruggie, United Nations secretary-general’s special representative for business and human rights, produced his third report to the Human Rights Council and stated that a new global treaty forcing companies to follow binding rules on human rights would not work and should not happen, despite calls from campaigners. Instead it sets out a framework that rests on three foundational principles: the state duty to protect against human rights abuses by business; the corporate responsibility to respect human rights; and the need for better access by victims to effective remedies. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/business/2008/0506treaty.htm) However twelve non-governmental organisations commenting on the report urge the Special Representative to broaden his mandate to include corporate abuse. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/topics/hrc/2008/0520joint.htm)
Global Policy Forum's Jens Martens also gives a critical analysis of the 2008 report. It does not leave the door open for developing new ideas on international law and corporate responsibility. Martens offers concrete steps, based on Ruggie's recommendations, towards increasing corporate accountability, such as creating an International Advisory Centre, using Security Council sanctions and strengthening national complaints mechanisms. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/business/2008/0601pragmatism.pdf)
Of related interest is the OECD-ILO High-Level Roundtable on Corporate Responsiblity Employment and Industrial Relations: Promoting Responsible Business Conduct in a Globalising Economy 23-24 June (http://www.oecd.org/document/29/0,3343,en_2649_34889_40011869_1_1_1_34529562,00.html).
Global Social Governance
Among the more significant global social governance reforms recently enacted was the establishment of the biennial Development Cooperation Forum (DFC), a high level segment of UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (see also Redistribution section). The first such Forum took place in New York, 30 June - 1 July. The goal of the Forum was to position the ECOSOC as a principal forum for global dialogue and policy review on the effectiveness and coherence of international development cooperation. (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/2008dcf.shtml) The President of ECOSOC’s summary of the meeting asserted that the deliberations at the 2008 DCF served to provide strategic input to the Doha Review Conference on Financing for Development and the Accra High-level Forum on Aid Effectiveness. (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/Summary_of_the_President.pdf) On aid issues among the conclusions of the forum were: budget targets for annual increases in ODA through to 2015; regular reviews to ensure predictable aid allocation; budget support as a preferred modality for delivering development aid due to its positive effects on national ownership, disbursement speed and use of national systems.

The Forum received the report of Under-Secretary-General and head of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) Sha Zukang that notes that progress on global partnerships for development has been "mixed" and "not sufficient"; and concludes that most donors are not on track to meet targets; aid allocations are not sufficient to meet internationally agreed development goals; previous declarations on aid effectiveness have not engaged the full range of stakeholders to the issue, consequently proving them ineffective; and there remain major gaps between policy planning and policy implementation. (http://www.reformtheun.org)


The official report of the 2008 DCF will be available in September. In the meantime, there are the interim summaries of the six roundtables (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/2008dcf.shtml).
Within the same ECOSOC meeting, the Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) met to also assess progress made towards the MDGs and the implementation of the other goals and targets agreed at the major UN conferences, and to contribute to scaling-up and accelerating action to realise the development agenda. (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/amr.shtml)
Meanwhile the discussions on the substantive proposals of the Report of the High Level Panel (HLP) on System Wide Coherence (See GSP 7.1;114) continue in a two basket mode. Discussions in basket one which include the major issues of delivering as one and funding continue and discussions in basket two which includes business practices and human rights opened on 13 June. (www.ReformtheUN.org)
 On 17 April discussions focussed on the HLP’s recommendations for the intergovernmental level, including the establishment of Global Leaders Forum of the ECOSOC, the establishment of a UN Sustainable Development Board, and a Review of the UN Chief Executives Board (CEB). In the General Assembly's 61st Session, discussions among Member States had revealed concerns about such changes, including the possible erosion of national ownership of UN intergovernmental processes; the need for more information about the proposed new bodies; and the possible duplication of existing mandates and functions of the Executive Boards.
Meanwhile as the UN tries to increases its authority, the IMF and World Bank continue to loose theirs at least in the eyes of some. The IMF is entering its largest period of upheaval since the fall of the Berlin Wall. Over the next year, the Washington institution will slash its 2,900-person workforce by 13 percent through a combination of buyouts and some layoffs, reflecting a loan portfolio shrinking so fast that the IMF is seeking to sell off $6 billion in gold reserves to create a new long-term source of income. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/imf/2008/0524recede.htm) The CGD asks if the IMF can reaffirm its legitimacy in the international arena by reforming its governance structure to successfully respond to the 21st century's demands. (http://www.join.cgdev.org/site/R?i=4WRoiH2hwIfod0fBo4BGZg) And the IMF is challenged on accountability and governance in a scathing report from the Independent Evaluation Office. (http://www.ieo-imf.org/eval/complete/eval_05212008.html)
In the same review period, the Peoples Forum winds up on call to scrap the World Bank (http://www.apanews.net/apa.php?page=show_article&id_article=68939), and in May the Independent Evaluation Group (IEG) released its evaluation of Bank support for public sector reform, giving high marks for looking after the books, but failing grades for reforming the civil service and rooting out corruption.
(http://brettonwoodsproject.org/psr61). And following the publication of a report by the IEG that is heavily critical of the World Bank’s own publication Doing Business, the ITUC has urged the Bank to definitively remove the topic of labour standards from the mandate of Doing Business. (http://www.ituc-csi.org/spip.php?article2216)
International Actors and Social Policy
HEALTH
The World Health Assembly (WHA) met 19-24 May in Geneva (http://www.who.int/gb/e/e_wha61.html). Among the topics tackled were the health of migrants, the achievements of the health-related MDGs, and public health, innovation and intellectual property. Halfdan Mahler, former Director-General of the WHO gave a speech reminding of the Alma-Ata Declaration of 1978 (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/2008/wha61/hafdan_mahler_speech/en/index.html). In this tradition, there was also an African conference on primary health care (http://www.afro.who.int/phc_hs_2008/index.html). At the occasion of the WHA, the International Health Partnership (IHP) (http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/) aimed at improving health systems in developing countries met and saw an increase in participating countries (Finland, Sweden, Australia, Spain). (see also Trade section)
The XVII International AIDS Conference took place 3-8 August in Mexico City (http://www.aids2008.org/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.aids2008.org/" ). This generated a number of initiatives and publications on the challenge of approaching HIV/AIDS, including some ILO events to raise awareness to the growing importance of the workplace responding to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. The ILO presented proposals for a new international labour standard on HIV/AIDS that would reinforce and extend the existing Code of Practice on HIV/AIDS. The ILO, together with the IOM further discussed the issue of labour migration in that context. (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Press_releases/lang--en/WCMS_097803/index.htm) The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the World Bank organised a session to discuss the issue of health systems and vertical health initiatives. Echoing the idea of “diagonal” approaches and a May Report on the expert consultation on positive synergies between health systems and Global Health Initiatives (http://www.who.int/healthsystems/hs_&_ghi.pdf), Carissa Etienne, WHO Assistant Director-General Health Systems and Services said: “It is not about choosing between health system strengthening on the one hand and disease-specific programmes on the other. It is about working together to generate added value.” (http://go.worldbank.org/BTBAQHC530) The crucial importance of health systems was also discussed at the launch of a World Bank report The Changing Landscape of HIV/AIDS Agenda for Action presenting its new strategy. (www.worldbank.org/afr/aids) The WHO contributed a progress report Towards Universal Access. Scaling up Priority HIV/AIDS Interventions in the Health Sector (http://www.who.int/hiv/mediacentre/2008progressreport/en/print.html), and in a similar case the UNAIDS released the 2008 Report on the global AIDS Epidemic (http://data.unaids.org/pub/GlobalReport/2008/JC1510_2008GlobalReport_en.zip). On the more use-oriented side, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) had developed the EDUCAID resource pack to promote, develop and support comprehensive education sector responses to HIV/AIDS (http://www.educaids.org/) (see also Education section); and the WHO a new HIV/AIDS guide to help countries reach universal access (http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/priority_interventions_web.pdf). Further, UNAIDS and the Kaiser Family Foundation published a report on the funding for AIDS by G8 countries and other major donors (http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/7347_04-2.pdf). The Centre for Global Development analyses the interaction of the US President’s Emerginecy Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM), and the World Bank with national health systems. (http://www.cgdev.org/files/16459_file_Seizing_the_Opportunity_web.pdf)

Already earlier in summer, the UN General Assembly had reviewed the HIV/AIDS commitments at a High-Level Meeting 10-11 June (http://www.un.org/ga/aidsmeeting2008/index.shtml). To that meeting, the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa (CHGA) presented its final report Securing Our Future (http://www.reformtheun.org/index.php?module=uploads&func=download&fileId=3179). 

In the context of hosting this year's G8 Summit, Japan announced a contribution of $560 to the GFATM. (http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/media_center/press/pr_080523.asp) At the G8 meeting itself, a 5-year deadline for the health package to Africa was agreed. (http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5hGfhs5CimUwdaQ8bV8t6-kkxlFyA) A report by John Kirton and Jenilee Guebert from the G8 Research Group on the Compliance with Health Commitments: The G8 Record, 1975-2007 suggests that the “members have complied with these commitments to a substantial degree”. Looking at the content of commitments, particularly with a view on the attention given to health systems, the 2008 final declaration (http://www.g8summit.go.jp/eng/doc/doc080714__en.html) continued to rather focus on vertical initiatives. However, taking the G8 Health Experts Group report Toyako Framework of Action on Global Health (http://www.g8summit.go.jp/doc/pdf/0708_09_en.pdf) seriously, the declaration says: “We emphasize the importance of comprehensive approaches to address the strengthening of health systems including social health protection…” (point 46 a). This was explicitly welcomed by the WHO (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2008/s06/en/index.html) and UNICEF http://www.unicef.org/media/media_44776.html.

For the High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (see also Redistribution section), the World Bank, the WHO and the OECD prepared a report Effective Aid – Better Health (http://www.who.int/hdp/publications/effectiveaid_betterhealth_en.pdf). This report calls for greater adherence to the Paris Declaration, and calls health a “litmus test for broader aid effectiveness efforts”. Arguing that health still needs to be much more aligned to countries’ health priorities and national health plans, it proposes a ‘Country Compact’ to streamline the management of aid for health and implying one single national health strategy and plan. Also, NGOs have cared about their possible impact on health systems launching a NGO Code of Conduct for Health Systems Strengthening on 29 May (http://ngocodeofconduct.org/).

The WHO’s Commission on the Social Determinants of Health released its final report in the end of August, calling “on the WHO and all governments to lead global action on the social determinants of health with the aim of achieving health equity”. (http://www.who.int/social_determinants/final_report/csdh_finalreport_2008.pdf)

On the health-related MDGs, the Global Campaign for the Health Millennium Development Goals issued a progress report (http://www.norad.no/default.asp?FILE=items/11720/108/Progress%20report.pdf). And the World Bank held a course on 'Achieving the MDGs: Poverty Reduction, Reproductive Health and Health Sector Reform in Bangkok. (http://go.worldbank.org/C9Y4LID3H0)

The OECD continues its increasing engagement in health policy as reported in the latest Health Update (http://www.oecd.org/health/update). This includes the release of the 2008 edition of the OECD Health Data. Further, the OECD, Eurostat and the WHO have agreed to revise the system of health accounts (SHA) leading to the publication of a revised SHA manual. Also, the World Bank has issued new publications on health systems functions (http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=8578415;
http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=8272889).

SOCIAL PROTECTION

An important new consultation paper Setting social security standards in a global society published by the Social Security Department of the ILO reviews the practice of standard setting as a means of improving social security globally. It asks if a new minimum social protection standard is required to ensure the extension of social protection to all. The existing standards do not address the coverage of those outside formal social security systems. This is now being discussed within the ILO. (http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/secsoc/downloads/policy/policy2e.pdf)
The case for a basic social floor is outlined in a further briefing paper Can low-income countries afford basic social security? (http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/secsoc/downloads/policy/policy3e.pdf). The Basic Social Security Floor is a part of the concept of a Global Social Floor or Global Socio-economic Floor that was promoted by the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization in 2004. The Basic Social Security Floor consists of a basic and modest set of social security guarantees ensuring that a) all residents have access to basic/essential health care benefits b) all children enjoy income security at least at the poverty level through various family/child benefits aimed at facilitating access to nutrition, education and care; c) some targeted income support is provided to the poor and the unemployed in the active age group; d) all residents in old age or with disabilities enjoy income security at least at the poverty level through pensions for old age, disability and survivor. At the time of writing work is underway to establish a Coalition for a Global Social Floor aiming to become an alliance of organisations united in the common pursuit of a fairer globalization and the right to social security for all, driven by the conviction that a global social floor is achievable and essential to fast-track poverty reduction. It is expected that the core groups of the coalition would consist of international organisations (the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), the UN Development Project’s (UNDP) POVERTY CENTRE, the ILO, UNICEF, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the WHO), bilateral aid agencies (German GTZ, UK DFID, Swedish SIDA), social partners (the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), the International Organisation of Employers (IOE)), international non-governmental organisations (HELPAGE International, Save the Children, International Council on Social Welfare). (http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/documents/side%20events/ILO_Building_the_case.ppt)
An unlikely partner might be the Asian Development Bank (ADB). In announcing its new Social Protection Index (SPI) it states that even poor countries can afford basic social protection like financing health care, cash transfers to the poor, and elderly and child protection. The SPI shows that the ability to provide appropriate social protection to a nation’s citizens is not only a question of the country’s wealth; and will give governments and international agencies a new tool to assess and compare the social protection efforts of countries throughout Asia and the Pacific region. (http://www.adb.org/Media/Articles/2008/12486-asian-social-protections/default.asp)

Meanwhile the International Social Security Association is examining The extension of Social Security: Opportunities and Challenges for the ISSA (http://www.issa.int/aiss/News-Events/News/Focus-The-extension-of-social-security-Opportunities-and-challenges-for-the-ISSA).
The International Labour Conference (ILC) at its annual meeting in June after two years of debate adopted a landmark Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization (http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_098017.pdf), calling for a new strategy to sustain open economies and open societies based on social justice, full and productive employment, sustainable enterprises and social cohesion. The Declaration acknowledges the benefits of globalization but calls for renewed efforts to implement decent work policies as the means to achieve improved and fair outcomes for all (see also http://www.ituc-csi.org/spip.php?article2209). The ILO is also launching a one-year global campaign to highlight the central role of gender equality in its Decent Work Agenda. (http://www.ilo.org/gender/Events/Campaign2008-2009/lang--en/index.htm)
Meanwhile the World Bank continues propogating safety net ideas in a number of discussion papers. (http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=8591339; http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Safety-Nets-DP/0817.pdf; http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Safety-Nets-DP/0810.pdf?resourceurlname=0810.pdf)
On the pensions front an OECD working paper shows how reforms of the public pension systems have lead to a lowering of pension benefits in many countries (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/58/3/40962388.pdf). This makes the other OECD text on Improving Financial Education and Awareness on Insurance and Private Pensions that much more necessary (http://213.253.134.43/oecd/pdfs/browseit/2108071E.PDF).
The World Bank is publishing Pension Reform in South-Eastern Europe: Linking Labor and Financial Market Reforms (http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=8611714). Let us hope it has taken note of the IMF’s recent concern that privatising pensions in transition countries is leaving them with a public pension debt affecting their credit rating. Thus “by channelling pension contributions away from the government and creating a deficit of resources to cover the current pension liabilities during the reform’s transition period, a pension privatization reform may transform Implicit Pension Debt into explicit public debt, adversely affecting a sovereign’s perceived creditworthiness. In this light, accompanying pension reform with efforts to offset its transition costs through fiscal adjustment would help preserve a country’s credit rating”. (http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2008/wp08195.pdf)
EDUCATION
As part of the ILC in June, the ILO published a comprehensive report on the importance of knowledge and skills for productivity and economic development. The report covers all types of countries and also analyses the situation of specific target groups, for example disadvantaged youth or migrants (http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/skills/download/ilcreport.pdf).

With its 2008-2013 strategy, the International Bureau of Education (IBE) has been attributed the specific task of curriculum development. The institute profiles itself as a main institution for knowledge on curricula and intends to conduct its work in close relation to the countries concerned (http://www.ibe.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Publications/Institutional_Docs/IBE_STRATEGY08_en.pdf). The IBE also prepares the 48th International Conference of Education in November (http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/ice/48th-session-2008.html). The session is dedicated to ‘inclusive education’, relating the universal access to education regardless of gender, economic status, disabilities or alike (http://www.ibe.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Policy_Dialogue/48th_ICE/General_Presentation-48CIE-English.pdf). First working documents are available at http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/ice/48th-session-2008/working-documents/working-documents.html.
As a follow-up of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the UNESCO has published a CD-ROM with material on how to achieve this goal. (http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=57474&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html) (see also Rights section). Being a lead agency of EDUCAIDS, UNESCO also participated in the World Aids Conference in Mexico, developing and providing education packages on HIV. The packages include components as curriculum and learning materials, educator training and support, management and policy. EDUCAIDS is an international initiative that aims to stop HIV by education and knowledge about it and that tries to prevent the education system from the consequences of HIV, for example the death of teachers (http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=43203&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html). (see also Health section)
The Global Campaign for Education has decided to dedicate the EFA global action week in April 2009 to the issue of literacy and lifelong learning, emphasising the importance of gaining reading skills for people of any age (http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=57546&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html). After the earthquake in Western China early this year, OECD publications were translated by the Chinese government to create more earthquake-safe school places (http://www.oecd.org/document/61/0,3343,en_2649_39263294_34748797_1_1_1_1,00.html). One of only two official OECD council recommendations in education is related to school safety in the case of earthquakes http://webdomino1.oecd.org/horizontal/oecdacts.nsf/Display/ECF63A9E82E58A83C12572970032F215?OpenDocument, http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/11/46/31968524.pdf). Education in safe school buildings is also part of the new UN risk prevention website (http://www.preventionweb.net/english/themes/education/).
The OECD has continued its review work on migrant education. The second meeting will take place in October, reviewing first results of comparative analysis (http://www.oecd.org/document/19/0,3343,en_2649_39263294_39905171_1_1_1_1,00.html). 

Education International (EI) has published a critical comment on a recently published World Bank study Education Quality and Economic Growth. EI assesses that skills other than cognitive skills are absent in the study, reducing the notion of quality education to only a small fraction of the actual education process. Moreover, the organisation criticised the Bank emphasis on competition, performance-based salary and testing-procedures, recommendations that can also bring disadvantages (http://www.ei-ie.org/en/article/show.php?id=97&theme=educationforall, see also http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/16247/ for a sceptical statement on outcome-based assessments). Recent Bank activities also include several papers on private education in developing countries and a seminar on child labour, education and youth employment in September http://go.worldbank.org/X6EFOG44J0; http://go.worldbank.org/AYDZMUQUA0, for IMF activity see http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/che.nsf/Content/2008InternationalConference).

HABITAT, LAND, HOUSING
Global activities centred on both water and urban development issues.

On water, at the occasion of the International Year of Sanitation (http://www.sanitation2008.org), 17-23 August the World Water Week took place in Stockholm with a focus on sanitation (www.worldwaterweek.org). Accordingly, a joint report by UNICEF and the WHO was devoted to that topic (http://www.wssinfo.org/pdf/JMP_08.pdf.zip) pointing to the world not being on track with meeting the sanitation MDG. The WHO published a report Safer Water, Better Health (http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2008/9789241596435_eng.pdf) highlighting how much disease could be prevented through increased access to safe water and better hygiene; and prepared a new edition of the WHS CD-Rom Water, Sanitation and Health Electronic Library including over 200 documents on water supply and sanitation, achieving the MDG on water, etc. (http://www.who.int/bookorders/anglais/detart1.jsp?sesslan=1&codlan=0&codcol=99&codcch=5013). Water and sanitation was also considered in the final declaration by the G8 leaders at their meeting in Japan (http://www.g8summit.go.jp/eng/doc/doc080714__en.html) that remained however relatively vague. Before the summit, business leaders organised in the UN Global Compact’s CEO Water Mandate (see digest 8.2) had already raised their voice and launched an international campaign to call on governments of the G8 to address the crisis in water and sanitation. (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/NewsAndEvents/news_archives/2008_05_07.html)

The water week, but also the World Population Day gave reason to the UNESCO to devote a newsletter to Water and Population (www.unesco.org/water/news/newsletter/205.shtml). Looking to the future, the second preparatory meeting on the Third World Water Development Report took place in Perugia, Italy (http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr/wwdr3/). Also this year’s Global Corruption Report focuses on the water sector (http://www.transparency.org/content/download/32994/505946); and a Society for International Development’s Development On-Line issue is on Water and Development (http://www.sidint.org/journal2.php).
On urban development, the inaugural World Cities Summit took place in Singapore 23-25 June. (www.worldcities.com.sg) The WHO CSDH’s Knowledge Network on Urban Settings released Our Cities, Our Health, Our Future (www.who.int/social_determinants/resources/knus_final_report_052008.pdf), and the World Bank a guidance note Social Analysis in the Urban Sector (http://go.worldbank.org/40P4MFG0G0) promoting equality of opportunity and access, genuine participation, strong institutions, social risk management, and social impact monitoring and evaluation. Further, a Preparatory Meeting for the Thematic Debate Land and Vulnerable People in a World of Change took place at the UN ECOSOC (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/meetings/thmtdbte2008.shtml), considering amongst other things the issues of land and property rights.
FOOD POLICY

In April, international organisations established a taskforce on the food crisis. It is chaired by the UN secretary general, and involves a multitude of international governmental organisations, for example FAO, UNICEF, the UNDP, the World Bank, the IMF and the OECD (http://www.un.org/issues/food/taskforce/). In July, a comprehensive framework for action was published, ranging from emergency assistance to subsidies, tax policy, social protection systems and biofuels (http://www.un.org/issues/food/taskforce/Documentation/FINAL%20CFA%20July%202008.pdf).
The FAO conference in June has adopted a declaration in which short, medium and long term measures are presented, among them the need for further assistance and food supply, the development of policies that support small-scale producing farmers, and an assessment of the consequences of biofuels (http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/foodclimate/HLCdocs/declaration-E.pdf). The FAO Initiative on Soaring Food Prices has continued operation, supporting small- scale farmers by delivering e.g. seeds, fertilizer and animal feed (http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/isfp/en/). 

The World Bank has initiated an internal ‘Global Food Response Programme’ (http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/280558-1138289492561/2158434-1215439855252/Delgado_GFRP.pdf). The week before the FAO Rome conference, the Bank announced additional loans of 1.2 billion US$ for assisting countries in the food crisis (http://go.worldbank.org/2VMOHRKEY0). To date, not all of these are spent, the current project statuses are available online at the World Bank Webpage (http://go.worldbank.org/E0704GIR00).

UNCTAD published a report and a policy brief on the global food crisis as contribution to the high-level meeting on the matter in June 2008 (http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/presspb20081_en.pdf). The report, entitled Addressing the Global Food Crisis: Key trade, investment and commodity policies in ensuring sustainable food security and alleviating poverty (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=4521&lang=1) was accompanied by a statement of Director-General Supachai, which explicitly argued that as long as globalisation fails to reduce hunger, no one can claim that it engenders development (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/webflyer.asp?docid=10032&intItemID=1528&lang=1). The UNCTAD stand on the role of biofuels as a contributing factor to the crisis has also called for a more careful assessment of the nature and roots of the crisis (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=4526&lang=1).
Trade and social policy
The final trade negotiation efforts of the Doha round failed to reach consensus on all issues. However, the expectations for the meeting were not very high as was, for example, reflected in the lack of protestors in Geneva during last phase of negotiations (http://ictsd.net/i/news/bridgesweekly/18040/). The Falconers report on the state of agricultural negotiations also recognises that in spite of progress made, the disagreements were not focused merely on technical matters (http://www.twnside.org.sg/title2/wto.info/twninfo20080812.htm; http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/chair_texts_11aug08_e.doc). Particular issues relate also to the extent to which interests and priorities of developing countries have received sufficient focus in the process. UNCTAD, for example, has emphasised the need to re-balance the world trading system in favour of development (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=4555&lang=1).
In services negotiations particular attention needs to be drawn to the ways in which the negotiation processes and the inclusion of deeper and more extensive commitments have become part of the overall process. This is reflected in the controversial paragraphs of the chairs’ paper appendix before the meeting in May (http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news08_e/serv_may08_e.htm), in which commitments on the basis of the existing level of liberalisation were sought. This is a problematic approach as countries may have relatively liberal national legislation in social, health or educational sectors, but not an interest to include these as part of trade agreements. The view that no sector is a priori excluded is expressed as well in the later report. (http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dda_e/meet08_texts_e.htm). This affects also the enhancement of the mobility of temporary workers (mode IV negotiations) which has relevance, for example, to health mobility and the availability of health professionals in health services.
TRIPS agreement related matters and the amendment of the agreement to better comply with the Biodiversity Convention (CBD) also resurfaced in the context of trade negotiations. While the issue of whether these negotiations should be considered or discussed in conjunction with WTO negotiations on tariff-cutting deals has been a source of disagreement (see e.g. http://ictsd.net/news/bridgesweekly/), their inclusion can be seen as part of the process where developing country interests are brought to the agenda. ICTSD has provided autopsy of the results (http://ictsd.net/downloads/2008/08/fred-abbott.pdf).
The WHO Intergovernmental Working Group (IGWG) negotiations in the context of the intergovernmental working group on public health, innovation and intellectual property were finalised during the WHA with some remaining work with respect to the proposed plan of action (http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A61/A61_R21-en.pdf). The progress of the negotiations has been slow with concerns of going backward rather than forward on the issue in terms of public health. However, the overall assessment by those in support of the IGWG process were positive. The Brazilian chief negotiator, for example, emphasised the mind shift in the perception of complex relationships between IPR and health (http://www.keionline.org/index.php?option=com_jd-wp&Itemid=39&p=121).
Another trade-related issue in the WHA was a resolution on counterfeiting of medicines, which was shifted back to the executive board. The counterfeiting issue has been on the WHO agenda for a longer time and due to health-implications is an important concern (see e.g. http://www.keionline.org/misc-docs/Sell_IP_Enforcement_State_of_Play-OPs_1_June_2008.pdf). Health-related concerns in this context relate to the role of generic medicines and what can be considered as a counterfeited product and the secrecy and lack of transparency in negotiations, which have been expected to be finalised by the end of 2008 (see e.g. http://www.ip-watch.org/weblog/index.php?p=1186). Analysis by Susan Sell on the state of play is provided in the KEI website on the matter (http://www.keionline.org/misc-docs/Sell_IP_Enforcement_State_of_Play-OPs_1_June_2008.pdf). The South Centre has provided specific commentary on the matter in relation to access to medicines (http://www.southcentre.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=680&Itemid=1), and published a guide for policy-makers on issues related to pharmaceutical patenting for developing countries focussing in particular on issues related to granting of patents (http://www.southcentre.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=678&Itemid=1).

UNCTAD least-developing countries report was published in July before the end of trade negotiations. One of the issues tackled by the report the is slow rate of poverty reduction in spite of high economic growth as least-developed countries (LDCs) are unlikely to reach MDGs and that there is no evidence of a significant change in trends in social development since 2000 (http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/ldc2008_en.pdf)

Southern Voices
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Economic Ministers meeting in Bali Indonesia on 3 May discussed issues of food security and the current high prices of rice. Emphasising concern for the long term effect of rice supply shortage on ASEAN economies, member states agreed upon a wide range of measures, which included technology transfers, research and development and increases in agricultural land allocation and investments in public and private sectors to ensure better productivity. (http://www.aseansec.org/21498.htm)
Also in response to the food crisis, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) at the closing of its 41st Annual Meeting in Madrid, Spain on 6 May announced a $500 million budget to support the hardest-hit countries in Asia-Pacific and provide safety nets to protect the poor and vulnerable in the face of rising food prices. Senior Government Officials, Finance and Economic Planning Ministers attended this meeting as well as Representatives from various Civil Society Organisations (CSOs). More than 1 billion people in the region are seriously affected by the food price surge. (http://www.adb.org/Media/Articles/2008/12483-asian-food-crisis/default.asp)
Heads of State and Government of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) met in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 2 to 3 August 2008 for their Fifteenth Summit Meeting to discuss the need for greater commitment in attending to issues of climate change and its effects on livelihoods. The meeting concluded with the adoption of the Colombo Declaration and the Colombo Statement on Food Security, the latter affirming the resolve of the Heads of State and Government to ensure region-wide food security, make South Asia the granary of the world once again, and to develop a people-centered short- to medium-term regional strategy and collaborative projects. They also directed that the SAARC Food Bank be urgently operationalised. (http://www.climate-l.org/2008/08/fifteenth-saarc.html)
The 18th Global Summit of Women was held from 5-7 June in Hanoi, Vietnam. More than 900 women leaders from 70 countries attended the summit to exchange ideas and experiences on effective strategies forged by powerful women in government, business and CSOs. (http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-232/08)
More recently, leaders from 15 nations of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) concluded their 39th Summit on 20 August with the adoption of a forum communiqué and the Niue Declaration on Climate Change. The leaders discussed a number of issues, including the implementation of the Pacific Plan, food and energy security and climate change. (http://english.cri.cn/2906/2008/08/21/65s397005.htm)
Representatives of 12 organisations from 10 countries across the Asia Pacific region met in Singapore on 28 June to launch a network to improve water management in the region. Known as "KnowledgeHubs", it is the initiative of Asia Pacific Water Forum established in 2006 with support from Japan and the ADB to promote leadership and boost investment in the water sector. It is estimated that about 2 billion people in the Asia Pacific region are without proper sanitation and some 650 million others lacking access to clean water. (http://www.adb.org/media/Articles/2008/12512-asian-water-managements/)
The East Asia Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents was held at the UN Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand, 18-19 August 2008 to develop and recommend tougher measures and outline targets and goals on how to end the sexual exploitation of children. Government officials and young activists from around the region led by ECPAT International, UNICEF and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific attended the 2-day meeting. (http://www.unescap.org/unis/press/2008/aug/g36.asp)
Senior officials from Australia, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Tuvalu attended the 30th meeting of the PIF at the Forum Secretariat Headquarters in Suva, Fiji on 12 June 2008. Human rights issues were the focus of the session with particular concern on media freedom and responsibilities. (http://www.forumsec.org/pages.cfm/newsroom/press-statements/2008/forum-fiji-jwg-meeting-outccomes.html)
The Hemispheric Civil Society Forum - Securing Our Citizens' Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability - was jointly organised by the Organisation of American States (OAS) and the Trinidad and Tobago government and supported by the United States State Department, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Open Society Institute and the Inter-American Foundation. Held in Miami on 8 May, the meeting brought together 120 representatives of CSOs from the Americas to develop specific proposals on energy security, human development, poverty reduction and economic development and competitiveness. (http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-177/08)
Poverty and the lack of jobs were among the top concerns of a CSO meeting with high-level government officials of the OAS in Medellin, Colombia ahead of the OAS 38th regular General Assembly Session on 1 June. Member State delegations committed themselves to redress major problems and concerns put forth by the CSOs, especially those of poverty and unemployment. (http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-209/08)
Heads of State of MERCOSUR, the Southern Common Market, and the Troika of the European Union also made a joint declaration on 17 May in Lima, Peru, outlining the importance of political dialogue for improving mutual understanding on matters of common concern. Both parties also renewed their commitment on political, economic and commercial relations in line with the objectives of the 1995 Madrid Treaty. (http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/er/100459.pdf)
On 13 July, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Task Force of Ministers of Trade, Finance and Agriculture met in Lusaka, Zambia to discuss measures to mitigate increasing food prices, the impending food crisis and ways to improve the food security situation in the SADC region. The Task Force recommended several measures, including increased investments in agriculture and the establishment of a Regional Food Reserve Facility; and encouraged member states to explore and take advantage of both the increasing food prices and the rising demand for bio-fuels, proposing the development of a regional policy on biofuels. (http://www.sadc.int/index/browse/page/93) The Southern Africa Trust (www.southernafricatrust.org), which was established with financial support from UK DFID, has become a significant player in SADC affairs. Its major achievement to date is to have won the agreement of SADC governments to the holding of the SADC International Consultative Conference on Poverty and Development on 18-20 April in Mauritius. The Conference provided a platform for SADC, civil society, the private sector and the international community to “forge a consensus and review progress of the SADC economic integration agenda” and “link the poverty agenda to the regional integration mandate of SADC”. The Southern African Trade Union Coordinating Council (SATUCC), the Business Unit South Africa (BUSA) and a host of other civil society actors as well as governments took part. One outcome was a new declaration by all SADC governments signed on 20 April to give priority to poverty reduction and development in the context of regional integration; another was the establishment of a Poverty Observatory.

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the Women, Gender and Development Directorate (WGDD) of the AU together with UNIFEM, the UNDP and other UN agencies met on 8 July in Addis Ababa to discuss the organisations’ joint programme and secure support for its implementation. These activities include the finalisation of the draft AU Gender Policy to be adopted at the Conference of Gender and Women Affairs (25-28 August) and the preparation for the upcoming African Development Forum in November 2008. (http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/acgd/default.htm)
A three-day workshop organized by the AU, the Inter Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and the IOM, in Addis Ababa, 15 May, concluded with the launching of a Regional Consultative Process, a framework for effective handling of migration policy at regional and national levels for the Horn of Africa countries. (http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2008/may/pr/CP-ENG-%20Migration%20final.doc)

At the conclusion of the IV Spain-CARICOM Summit held in Madrid, Spain, 11 - 12 July, Heads of Government of the member states of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Head of Government of Spain signed a joint declaration on issues ranging from political dialogue to economic and cultural development. Among the agreements of the declaration are the framework for effective political dialogue based on common values of respect for the principles of democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights, as well as the promotion of sustainable development for citizens.

(http://www.caricom.org/jsp/communications/meetings_statements/caricom_spain_4_joint_declaration.jsp)
Calendar of Upcoming Events 2009
	January
	

	28 – 1.2
	World Economic Forum, Geneva (Switzerland)

	February
	

	4-13
	Commission for Social Development 47th session, New York (USA)

	March
	

	16-22
	5th World Water Forum

	April
	

	20-26
	EFA Global Action Week

	25-26
	Spring Meetings of the IMF and the World Bank Group
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