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Global Social Policies: Redistribution, Regulation &  Rights
REDISTRIBUTION
Those interested in global redistribution are faced with the good news and the bad in 2008. On the one hand, plans progress for the forthcoming Doha Finance for Development Conference (http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/), and on the other, ODA is in general falling rather than rising as planned at the G8 Gleneagles meeting.

The President of the UN General Assembly (GA) has published a programme of work for the preparation of the development financing conference (http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/doha/roadmap.htm), including six thematic “review sessions” hosted by the UN covering domestic financial resources, foreign direct investment, international trade, international aid, debt relief and reforms of the international monetary, financial and trading systems. Further, there will be “hearings” to involve NGOs and the business sector in the process. More background material by CSOs on “the road to Doha” is available at http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/ffd/conference/doha/2008/022008road.pdf; and a more substantial scholarly treatment of the subject is in the WIDER’s Development Finance in the Global Economy (http://www.wider.unu.edu/publications/books-and-journals/2008/en_GB/dev-fin-in-global-economy/).
Many civil society actors in the Global South are articulating a more radical agenda within this context arguing for restitution for past imperial wrongs and rejecting aid and aid dependency in favour of self sufficient Southern regional industrial development (e.g. http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/45988). A recent conference on World Inequality (http://www.egmontinstitute.be/eventspast.html) revealed the very different political positions of Northern and Southern global reformers on Aid. (http://www.egmontinstitute.be/speechnotes.html). In this context of importance are the OECD Development Centre’s Policy Insights No. 57, 58 and 59 addressing ‘Sovereign Development Funds’ and the new role of China in aid to Africa (www.oecd.org/dev/insights); as well as Kemal Dervis’ statement on South-South cooperation (http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2007/december/dervis-united-nations-day-south-south-20071219.en), and that of UNCTAD’s Secretary-General (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=4501&lang=1).

While these preparations are on their way, total ODA further fell in 2007 by 8.4%. However, aid to Sub-Saharan Africa rose by 10%. Only Norway, Sweden, Luxembourg and Netherlands continue to commit over 0.7% of GNI to aid. (http://www.oecd.org/document/8/0,3343,en_2649_201185_40381960_1_1_1_1,00.html). In contrast to the downturn in ODA and the aid shortfall for the IDA reported in digest 8.1, donor contributions to the World Bank have now reached a record amount, namely a 42% increase in support from donor governments to $25.1 billion, as an outcome of the Fifth IDA15 Replenishment Meeting in Berlin (13-14 December 2007). On a visit to China the World Bank President Zoellick welcomed the announcement by China that it would for the first time contribute to the IDA. (http://go.worldbank.org/A07DIUBUK0) Many CSOs are not satisfied that enough has been done by donor governments to change Bank policy on conditionality before replenishing funds – only Norway holds back some funds pending resolution of this issue. (http://brettonwoodsproject.org/ida1559) Meanwhile funds continue be to generated for Aid by the RED campaign. (http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/06/business/06red.html?_r=1&oref=slogin, http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssTechMediaTelecomNews/idUSL2325488520080123; http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/media_center/press/pr_080215.asp).
At the same time, the MDGs Global Monitoring Report (April 2008) tracks the continued shortfalls. (http://go.worldbank.org/J20HF0QLL0) This report is of note because it includes within the targets for poverty reduction the new agreed target of ensuring decent work for all.
 The ILO is working on a methododolgy to measure progress with decent work which includes not only decen jobs but also social protection, social dalogue and labour standards. (see Social Protection). Also, the UN Secretary-General diagnoses a “mixed record” on the achievement of the MDGs (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/sgsm11487.doc.htm).

But whether or not there is enough money going to ODA, another issue is the effectiveness of existing aid. This is the topic of the Third High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (http://www.accrahlf.net) to take place at Accra (2-4 September 2008), currently being prepared by an international partnership of developing and developed countries and international finance institutions (www.oecd.org/development/globalforum). And that under close observation of CSOs (e.g. http://www.betteraid.org/downloads/Policy_Paper_printed_version.pdf, http://brettonwoodsproject.org/accra60). (see also Global Social Governance) The OECD reflects upon its role on aid effectiveness and fragmentation in its DACnews Ideas on Aid (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/11/31/40413674.pdf); a report by the Advisory Board for Irish Help Good Governance, Aid Modalities and Poverty Reduction (http://www.odi.org.uk/pppg/politics_and_governance/publications/GAP_Final_Synthesis.pdf) calls for better aid systems and changing Northern perspectives and practices; and the Center for Global Development assesses whether aid achieves donor goals (http://www.cgdev.org/files/15003_file_Guide_Perplexed.pdf).
There is, however, more on aid effectiveness than ODA – a Development & Cooperation (http://www.globalpolicy.org/ngos/intro/general/2008/04superiority.htm) study examines why some NGOs from rich countries distribute aid to the world’s poorest no more effectively than official state agencies, and concludes that NGOs would provide better-targeted aid if they undertook independent initiatives amongst the lowest income groups which governments fail to reach. 

At the same time, the IMF Executive Board (http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pn/2008/pn0814.htm) and the World Bank’s Trade Team discuss Aid for Trade. (http://go.worldbank.org/DAMYGDZ2P0)
REGULATION
The UN Global Compact continues to pursue its path of encouraging global business to behave in a socially responsible way through promulgating good practice. Its second volume, produced jointly with the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, entitled Embedding Human Rights in Business Practice (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/8.1/EHRBPII_Final.pdf) aims to help establish the business case for human rights.
The OECD works on combating corruption in global business. Its Working Group on Bribery in International Business Transactions congratulated the United Nations Convention against Corruption for its important accomplishments so far in combating corruption, including through the ratification of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) by over one hundred countries and the substantial work of its various working groups. (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/21/13/39987664.pdf) The OECD published a report on Bribery in Public Procurement which describes how bribery is committed through the various stages of government purchasing; how bribery in public procurement is related to other crimes, such as fraud and money laundering; and how to prevent such crimes. (http://www.oecd.org/document/60/0,3343,en_2649_37447_38446908_1_1_1_37447,00.html)
The Center for Migration Studies (CMS) and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) held a Conference on International Migration and Development: Continuing the Dialogue -- Legal and Policy Perspectives in New York City (http://www.un.int/iom/Conference.html) (17-18 January). Following major intergovernmental events on migration and development (see Digest 7.3 and 8.1), this conference provided an opportunity for experts, researchers, policy makers and programme officials to critically review the outcomes, implications, and achievements of these events. The IOM have just published a road map for preparation of the second Global Forum on Migration and Development (http://www.un.int/iom/IOM-HLD.html) to be held in Manilla in October 2008. 

Migration to OECD countries is accelerating, posing major challenges to the integration of immigrants and their children. At the same time, more and more countries are adopting selective policies to attract highly skilled workers, raising fears of a brain drain from many developing countries. This issue is addressed in a new OECD report A Profile of Immigrant Populations in the 21st Century (http://www.oecd.org/document/27/0,3343,en_2649_37415_40110299_1_1_1_37415,00.html; see also the Migration and Remittances Factbook 2008 (http://go.worldbank.org/QGUCPJTOR0). (see also Health section)
RIGHTS
The Human Rights Council met for its 7th meeting (http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/7session/index.htm). It “welcomed” the adoption by the UN GA on 13 December 2006 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and also the fact that already 126 States have signed and 17 have ratified the Convention; and “requested” the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a thematic study to enhance awareness and understanding of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The Human Rights Council was supposed to improve upon the general discredited predecessor, the UN Commission on Human Rights. Instead critics argue, two years after its creation, it continues much the same: Verbiage in homage to human rights is issued at great length while the council excuses the world’s worst human-rights abusers. It then proceeds to target Western countries which mostly uphold human rights. (http://washingtontimes.com/article/20080413/EDITORIAL/155757305/1013). Not just focusing on the role of states, the Bretton Woods Project took the Human Rights Council’s session as the opportunity to call attention to reports on greater human rights accountability of the World Bank. (http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-561033) A more detailed assessment of the Human Rights Council is provided by the project www.reformtheun.org that, in its Development Bulletin (issue 245), states that progress was made both on Council institution-building and on human rights work.
The UN GA in December adopted 54 resolutions and 12 decisions recommended by its Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural), concerning, amongst other things, social development, the advancement of women, and human rights (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ga10678.doc.htm).
International Women’s Day 2008 (http://www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2008/) was themed Investing in Women and Girl’ and celebrated by various UN and other international organisations with special activities. UNIFEM (http://www.unifem.org/campaigns/csw/2008/international_womens_day.php) sponsored a number of events, particularly focused on financing for gender equality at the country level. The ILO was concerned about it under the slogan Investing in Decent Work for Women: Not just right, but smart (http://www.ilo.org/global/What_we_do/Events/Campaigns/lang--en/WCMS_090391/index.htm). The OECD launched a Wikigender to promote gender equity (http://www.wikigender.org) and points to the economic and social benefits of gender equity (http://www.oecd.org/document/39/0,3343,en_2649_201185_40244071_1_1_1_1,00.html). The UNESCO organised an international roundtable Gender Equality: make it your business (http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=41907&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html). FAO published a report on Women and the Right to Food (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/hunger/general/2008/women.pdf). And – how could it be otherwise – the World Bank entitles its website Gender Equality as Smart Economics (http://go.worldbank.org/GW8E9FQEU0). Louise Arbour, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, said “we should not lose sight of the fact that widespread discrimination against women persists in law and practice, directly or indirectly, all over the world”, and called on governments to “show their determination to empower more than half of the world’s population, and thus enable women to claim and enjoy their human rights and contribute to the welfare of all” (http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/4A9C820AB8A4E735C1257418004DFC2A?opendocument). Equally the UN Special Rapporteurs called on states, donor agencies and business enterprises “to step up efforts to respect, protect and fulfill women’s civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights, and allocate adequate resources towards addressing discrimination and violence against women” (http://www.hic-net.org/news.asp?PID=579). Finally, from the Center for Global Development came a report Girls count. A Global Investment and Action Agenda (http://www.cgdev.org/files/15154_file_GirlsCount.pdf); and the Social Watch launched its ‘Gender Equity Index’ (http://www.socialwatch.org/en/noticias/noticia_248.htm).
Preceding the day, the Committee of Discrimination against Women had held its 40th session (http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/cedaws40.htm); and the Commission on the Status of Women had come together for its 52nd session (http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/52sess.htm).

Global Social Governance
The IMF continues to address its reform agenda. Its recent reform means that the voting share of low-income countries was increasing as a result of a tripling in IMF members’ basic votes (http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/facts/quotas.htm). The two African constituencies on the IMF Board would benefit from the appointment of a second Alternate Director. (http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2008/NEW032808A.htm) However, the South African Minister for Finance remarked that the 47 countries of Sub-Saharan Africa, despite counting for 25 percent of the Fund’s membership, hold just 5.6 percent of the vote and two seats on the board, and called for more reform (http://business.iafrica.com/news/316194.htm). Oxfam too said that the IMF governance reform was negligible and needed to go much further (http://www.oxfam.org/en/news/2008/pr080327_IMF_reform; other critical views: http://www.southcentre.org/info/news_views/IMF_Voting_Rights_1April08.pdf, http://www.reuters.com/article/marketsNews/idUSN2644286120080327; http://brettonwoodsproject.org/imfgov60). 
A report by the IMF’s evaluation arm (http://www.ieo-imf.org/eval/complete/pdf/01032008/SC_main_report.pdf) faulted the Fund’s overuse of structural conditionality and partially blamed donors for the problem, but civil society critics of conditionality are not satisfied with the scope of the report or the changes accepted by the Fund (http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-559953; http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/imf/2008/0106watchdog.htm). This is taking place as the concern about the adequacy and independence of World Bank research continues in the wake of the earlier Deaton Report (see digest 7.2) (http://brettonwoodsproject.org/art-549070) It will be interesting to see what impact on Bank research thinking will follow from the appointment of Justin Yifu Lin as World Bank Chief Economist and Senior Vice-President for Development Economics. This is the first time this position is held by a citizen from the developing world. Lin is known for his criticism of the Washington Consensus, and particularly of shock therapies and mass-scale privatizations. (http://ifis.choike.org/informes/804.html)

It was none-the-less business as usual at the IMF-World Bank Spring Meeting (http://www.imf.org/external/spring/2008/; http://go.worldbank.org/1WY1VZ2IB0). Of more interest is the related statement by global unions (http://www.union-network.org/uniindep.nsf/0/B4D9BE84B4B6B905C125740A0058ADFC?OpenDocument). It welcomes the steps that some divisions of the World Bank have taken to ensure that the projects they finance do not violate core labour standards. But it also contends that the Bank should adopt a coherent approach in support of decent work by ending the promotion of labour market deregulation through the retrograde labour market flexibility index of its annual Doing Business report (http://www.doingbusiness.org/). Finally, the statement calls on the IMF to adopt a series of measures that will help member countries protect their populations against the impact of the global economic slowdown; including to offset the impact of higher food and fuel prices, an emergency credit facility for countries in financial difficulty, a new international regulatory framework for private equity and hedge funds, and measures to protect against destabilising speculative capital movements.
At the UN member states resume talks on the future of the System-Wide Coherence Process (http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/initiatives/panels/coherence/2008/0212future.htm). It is reported by Jona von Freiesleben of the Center for UN Reform (http://www.centerforunreform.org/), that, on one hand, the large donor groups (the EU, Japan, Canada, Australia, New Zealand) continued to focus on increased efficiency and accountability "on the ground," while the G77 and NAM, on the other hand, largely prioritised overall funding, development and governance. Several diplomats interviewed for this article feared that these opposing views could stall the future. The 48 recommendations of the November 2006 Report of the High Level Panel have since been grouped into eight thematic categories for consideration by Member States, among them ‘Delivering as One’, ‘Funding’, ‘Governance and Institutional Reform’ and ‘Gender’, for which consultations began on 28 March. (http://www.reformtheun.org/index.php/eupdate/3913) Progress on the ground is evidenced in Albania where the ILO and UN deliver as one with a package for social and economic progress (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Press_releases/lang--en/WCMS_090036/index.htm).
Meanwhile the Secretary-General stressed ECOSOC’s critical role in advancing the global development agenda. He promised to make every effort to ensure the success of the Council’s first ever biennial Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) (New York July 2008), which was expected to become a principal mechanism for global dialogue and policy review on key development cooperation issues; and to contribute to the Conference on Financing for Development (see above). The Forum process could also provide stepping stones towards renewed global consensus on aid quality and architecture, including national ownership and leadership. (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/ecosoc6313.doc.htm) The South Centre’s expectations of the Development Cooperation Forum are that it will replace and become an alternative to the OECD-DAC and World Bank and it will address wider issue of Finance for Development. (http://www.southcentre.org/southbulletin/Issue11-16March.pdf; http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/dcfgpm.shtml). Alongside the first ever DCF will be the Annual Ministerial Meeting (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/amr2008.shtml).
The South Centre view that the DCF should replace OECD DAC might be given further weight by the DAC’s decision to elect Eckhard Deutscher, until recently the German Executive Director to the World Bank, to lead the Committee. (http://www.oecd.org/document/16/0,3343,en_2649_33721_39924624_1_1_1_1,00.html). But of course the OECD continues to expand its membership and the membership of its Development Centre suggesting it will not be replaced (http://www.oecd.org/document/52/0,3343,en_2649_33731_40306292_1_1_1_1,00.html) - neither does the increasing collaboration between the World Bank and OECD (http://go.worldbank.org/WWHGUNJLQ0) and even the ILO (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Press_releases/lang--en/WCMS_091563/index.htm).

As if reforming the Bank and the IMF and the UN and abolishing the Bank and OECD in favour of the DCF is not enough, moves continue to reform the G8! One practical way to improve the state of the world argues Tomothy Garton Ash (http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jan/24/comment.globaleconomy) is to turn G8 into G14. This might be sensible if the G8/G14 were more able to fulfill its promises. The 2007 Heiligendamm G8 Summit Interim Compliance report which indicates shortcomings on delivering promises is provided by the G8 watch centre in Toronto. (http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/evaluations/2007compliance_interim/)
And in the reform agenda debate there are those who say that Global Business be brought more on board, for example the Centre for Global Development in its Joining the Fight Against Global Poverty: A menu for corporate engagement (http://www.cgdev.org/files/15004_file_corporate_engagement_web.pdf), and those world business leaders and UN officials who discussed the contribution of corporate philanthropy (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/ecosoc6326.doc.htm).
International Actors and Social Policy
HEALTH
On 21-26 January, the WHO Executive Board met for its 122nd session (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/2008/eb122/en/index.html). But more important, this year the WHO turns 60 (http://www.who.int/who60/en/index.html), and the Alma-Ata Declaration’ 30 – sufficient cause for returning to the ‘Primary Health Care’ (PHC): An International Conference on Primary Health Care and Health Systems in Africa was organised by a number of international and regional organisations, hosted by the Government of Burkina Faso (http://afro.who.int/phc_hs_2008/index.html). The Italian Global Health Watch prepared From Alma Ata to the Global Fund: The History of International Health Policy (http://journals.sfu.ca/socialmedicine/index.php/socialmedicine/article/download/186/380) and ’New Global Health’ A Reversal of Logic, History and Principles (http://journals.sfu.ca/socialmedicine/index.php/socialmedicine/article/view/193/352n). These anniversaries gave also reason for Jeffrey Sachs to suggest ten key steps to realise health for all in the next few years, including that rich countries should devote 0.1 percent of their gross domestic product to the cause of health care in the poorest countries (http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=primary-health-for-all-extended).
With reference to the ‘Alma-Ata Declaration’ a report on health systems (A/HRC/7/11) (http://www2.essex.ac.uk/human_rights_centre/rth/docs/A-HRC-7-11.doc) by Paul Hunt
 argues that “just as the right to a fair trial has been used to strengthen systems of justice, so the right to health can be used to strengthen health systems.” Equally with the aim of strengthening health systems the next applications round of the Global Fund offers some guidance notes by the WHO’s Health Metrics Network (http://www.who.int/healthmetrics/tools/en/index.html).

Still related to health systems, but more targeted on specific groups of the population, UNICEF published the State of the World’s Children 2008 (http://www.unicef.org/media/media_42643.html); UNFPA a New Report to Reveal Latest Trends in Health Coverge to Save Lives of Mothers, Babies and Children (http://www.unfpa.org/news/news.cfm?ID=1114); and the UK House of Commons International Development Committee a report on Maternal Health in the context of the MDGs (http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmintdev/66/66i.pdf).
Also within the “vertical” initiatives, health systems continue to be an issue of concern; for example in a US Senate hearing on PEPFAR (http://www.globalhealth.org/assets/press/pr-pepfar_121407.pdf), that has been followed by a article in the LA times (http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-gates16dec16,1,7781791.story), reactions by the Global Fund (http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/media_center/press/an_071217.asp), and bloggs at the Center for Global Development’s website (http://blogs.cgdev.org/globalhealth/2007/12/does_donor_support_f.php; http://blogs.cgdev.org/globalhealth/2007/12/if_you_cant_do_every_1.php). Given this general concern about health systems, it is rather surprising that the new two-year business plan for the AIDS strategy and action plan by the World Bank and UNAIDS (http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTHIVAIDS/Resources/375798-1151090631807/BusinessPlan2008-2009Final.pdf) does not refer to health systems at all, while PEPFAR’s The Power of Partnerships: the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. 2008 Annual Report to Congress, integrates health system strengthening in its strategic outline (http://www.pepfar.gov/documents/organization/100029.pdf). 

On health workers was the First Global Conference on task shifting convened by PEPFAR, UNAIDS and the WHO in Addis Ababa/Ethiopia (8-10 January) (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/meetings/task_shifting/en/index.html); the Global Health Workforce Alliance’s First Global Forum on Human Resources for Health in Kampala/Uganda (http://www.who.int/workforcealliance/forum/en/index.html); – concluding a two-year OECD project – a joint OECD-WHO High-Level Forum on Health Workforce and International Migration in Geneva (March 18-19) (http://www.oecd.org/health/workforce); and on 31 March, a WHO videoconference discussion to launch an online forum on the critical issue of health workforce migration (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/meetings/migration_healthworker/en/index.html). Michael Clemens from the Center of Global Development and a colleague
 published an article on brain drain, pointing to the fact that while the “migration of doctors and nurses from Africa to developed countries has raised fears of an African medical brain drain [; …] empirical research on the causes and effects of the phenomenon has been hampered by a lack of systematic data on the extent of African health workers’ internatinal movements” (http://www.human-resources-health.com/content/6/1/1). This topic is also taken up in the Lancet (http://www.thelancet.com; Volume 371, Number 9619, 5 April 2008).
On 1-2 April, the UN General Assembly organised a thematic debate on the MDGs, including those on health (http://www.un.org/ga/president/62/ThematicDebates/mdgthematicdebate.shtml); as the World Bank Institute ran a course Accelerating Progress Towards the Health Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other Health Outcomes in Washington DC (24 March – 4 April) (http://go.worldbank.org/UJSUS4W6O0).
The IFC continues to expand its activitis on health and the role of the private sector. Its strategy and approach with regard to Africa is described in The Business of Health in Africa: Partnering with the Private Sector to Improve People’s Lives (http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/healthinafrica.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/IFC_HealthinAfrica_Final/$FILE/IFC_HealthinAfrica_Final.pdf) – a report that the Bretton Woods project is rather concerned about (http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-559967). Further, about $1 billion have been mobilised to strengthen health care in Africa (http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/media.nsf/content/SelectedPressRelease?OpenDocument&UNID=E9EA2F46CC97CA84852573B5005DA423); and the IFC and the World Bank are organising five Health in Africa Forums to discuss how they can better support the health sector in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Connected to Japan being the host of this years G8 summit, the country is increasingly entering the global health stage. Amongst other things, a meeting of G8 Health Experts took place 14-15 February (http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/healthmins/health080215.html); and Japan gave a $184 million contribution to the Global Fund (http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/media_center/press/pr_080229.asp).

Among recent publications by international organisations were an UNRISD Research and Policy Brief entitled Commercialization and Globalization of Health Care: Lessons from UNRISD Research (http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/7C04740AD2852A4AC12573E6002E24DC?OpenDocument&cntxt=FE9F5&cookielang=en#top); a book published by the WHO Scaling up Health Service Delivery
 addressing the failure to expand the many successful small-scale pilot or demonstration projects that have been organized around the world so as to benefit larger populations (http://www.who.int/bookorders/anglais/detart1.jsp?sesslan=1&codlan=1&codcol=15&codcch=720); as well as from the World Bank a book on health inequalities http://go.worldbank.org/O5U5WKVJ40 and a working paper by Adam Wagstaff on Measuring Financial Protection in Health (http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/wbkwbrwps/4554.htm).

SOCIAL PROTECTION
Perhaps the most important development in terms of social protection in the period under review was the agreement to incorporate the target of decent work for all within the revised MDG targets goal (see also Redistribution). Decent work involves jobs, social dialogue, labour standards and social protection. Thus, in so far as the MDGS represent the first ever global social policy aspiration for all countries they now embody something more than targeted poverty relief for the poor. Following this up and within the context of the ILO Report of the Working Party on the Social Dimension of Globalisation (http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_091548.pdf), the ILO has produced a Toolkit for Mainstreaming Employment and Decent Work (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Broadcast_materials/Institutionalvideos/lang--en/docName--WCMS_090696/index.htm). In the December issue of the ILO magazine it claimed to notch up success with a review of 10 years work of its campaign to get rid of the worst forms of child labour. (http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_090161.pdf). In terms of progress with decent work for women, there is a New Report on Global Employment Trends for Women and a panel discussion on investing in women’s decent work by the ILO (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Press_releases/lang--en/WCMS_091011/index.htm). A World Bank contribution to the globalisation and work debate can be found at the World Bank Employment Policy Primer: The Effects of Globalization on Working Conditions in Developing Countries (http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTLM/214578-1103128720951/21692675/EPPNoteNo9_Eng.pdf). The OECD contributed More than just jobs. Workforce Development in a Skills-Based Economy (http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=842008021P1).
Decent work, as well as mainstreaming concerns about disability, was among the issues focused on at the Commission for Social Development’s 46th Session (6-15 February) (http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/csocd2008.htm). One resolution concerned the Social Dimension of African Development. This is a theme being actively pursued by Help Age International in collaboration with the African Union (AU). The AU has organised a series of sub-regional meetings on developing a cash transfer approach to social protection (http://www.helpage.org/Researchandpolicy/Socialprotection/News/@66498). The theme of social pensions (a key element of the African campaign) was taken up at a recent World Bank-MOF-Hitotsubashi Workshop on Closing the Coverage Gap: The Role of Social Pensions (http://cis.ier.hit-u.ac.jp/English/society/conferences01.html). The World Bank’s position is explained in Robert Holzmann and Margaret Grosh’s Social Protection for the Poorest: the position and experience of  the World Bank (http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SPforPoorest_8Feb08_Eng.pdf), and addressed in the World Bank course The Design and Implementation of Effective Social Safety Nets (http://go.worldbank.org/5IKBJBGLB0). For an interesting compilation of recent debates and views expressed at meetings of ECOSOC on these themes see a new ECOSOC book (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/docs/pdfs/07-49285-ECOSOC-Book-2007.pdf).
In terms of the ongoing debate on defined contribution versus defined benefit contributory pensions there are papers by the World Bank (http://go.worldbank.org/P52JJNVE20, http://go.worldbank.org/CLI3UUVSA0) and the OECD (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/30/23/39984219.pdf), as well as OECD countries agree on further liberalisation commitments in insurance and private pensions (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/53/1/40140945.pdf).
Looking at the internal debates within the World Bank of interest is how Anis Dani and his colleagues, who were associated with the relatively radical New Frontiers of Social Policy conference of 2005 (see digest 6.1), are presenting their work now they have been merged with the Infrastructure Vice Presidency (see digest 7.3). The first book in the New Frontiers of Social Policy series which is edited by Anis Dani and advertised as a series to extend the boundaries of social policy towards institutions for improving equality of opportunity and social justice in developing country contexts is actually Making Connections: Putting Social Policy at the Heart of Infrastructure Development by Dani and colleagues (http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=6387009). Of related interest is Institutional Pathways to Equity: Addressing Inequality Traps (http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product-detail?product_id=6387094&), the chapters of which were originally commissioned as background documents for the World Development Report 2006; and Inclusive States: Social Policy and Structural Inequalities edited by Anis A. Dani and Arjan de Haan (http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=6386908).
SPECIAL SECTION: FOOD POLICY

Facing rising prices for food, the UN’s World Food Programme in February announced a 500 million US$ shortfall in its budget. Only one month later, the agency estimated that more than additional 750 million US$ would be needed to assist those that were originally planned to be supported (http://www.wfp.org/english/?ModuleID=137&Key=2802; http://www.wfp.org/english/?ModuleID=137&Key=2797). The spring meeting of the Bretton-Wood-Institutions was also concerned with raising food prices, perceiving hunger as threat to progress made in the developing countries. The World Bank’s President Zoellick has promoted a New Deal on Global Food Policy. The Bank Group will nearly double agricultural lending to Sub-Saharan Africa and will invest in agricultural business (http://go.worldbank.org/U8PAI82X20). A World Bank Report recommends that the international community should focus more on investments in agriculture and social protection. The Bank will also monitor and support national policies related to food policy, and aims to better coordinate the global climate agenda with needs of food supply (http://siteresources.worldbank.org/NEWS/Resources/risingfoodprices_backgroundnote_apr08.pdf). For securing food supply, the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) sees a potential by supporting small farmers to raise their productivity and by investing in agriculture in rural areas (http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2008/1000823/index.html). In June, the organisation will host a summit on food security, climate change and bioenergy in Rome, further exploring the link of food supply and climate policies (http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/focus/2008/1000829/index.html).
EDUCATION
Linked to the publication of the 2008 EFA Monitoring Report, UNESCO has coordinated a global action week in April, including conferences, debates, exhibitions and other events linked to the promotion of quality education for all (http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=56330&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html). Participants of these events are UN partners as the Global Campaign for Education, including NGOs as Oxfam or Education International (http://www.campaignforeducation.org/).
Part of the global action week is the promotion of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that went into force on April 3, after Ecuador was the 20th country to ratify it (see also Rights Section). Article 24 of the convention concerns the education of persons with disabilities. Among other regulations therein, states are obliged to ensure that ‘Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education system on the basis of disability, and that children with disabilities are not excluded from free and compulsory primary education, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability’. (http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=56298&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html; http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259).
After the successful implementation of the high school assessment programme PISA, the OECD plans a comparable programme to assess the success of adult and higher education systems, PIAAC (Programme for International Assessment of Adult Competencies) (www.oecd.org/els/employment/piaac).
The OECD further held a major conference concerning its last tertiary education review, to sum up results and draw conclusions for policy development in fields such as steering mechanisms, and funding (http://www.oecd.org/document/9/0,3343,en_2649_39263238_35564105_1_1_1_1,00.html; http://oecd-conference-teks.iscte.pt/index.html).
Moreover, the OECD’s second global forum on education was devoted to Improving the Effectiveness of Education Systems and emphasised the role of the teachers. The event has been part of the organizations cooperation with non-member countries (http://www.oecd.org/site/0,3407,en_21571361_39572393_39572412_1_1_1_1,00.html).
Together with the Argentinean Ministry of Education, UNICEF has launched a national campaign for education as a right of adolescents, but also as a responsibility that they have. While the campaign is at present focussed on Argentina, it may be interesting to see whether a wording of education as a responsibility will also be part of campaigns in other countries (http://www.unicef.org/media/media_43051.html).
The World Bank has published several new reports on education, ranging from questions of university governance to financing lifelong learning (http://go.worldbank.org/X6EFOG44J0). Education projects recently granted were in Columbia, Yemen, Bolivia, Afghanistan, Honduras and Kosovo. 
In preparation of the international labour conference in May, the ILO has published a report linked to questions of skills and education (http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_091400.pdf).
Education International celebrated its 15th birthday in January. In 1993, the organisation was founded as a joint organisation of two rival teachers’ organisations. Since its inception, the organization faced a membership increase from 18 million to more than 30 million people (http://www.ei-ie.org/en/news/show.php?id=705&theme=ei&country=global). Linked to the PISA study, Education International has issued a statement in which it criticises the political focus on PISA. This focus partly results in reforms only intended to rank better in the league tables, and relate mainly on education for working life (http://www.ei-ie.org/en/article/show.php?id=73&theme=ei).
HABITAT, LAND, HOUSING
The Commission on Population and Development met for its 41st session in New York (7-11 April) under the theme of Population distribution, urbanization, internal migration and development. (http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/EGM_PopDist/EGM_PopDist.htm) Among the things discussed were follow-up actions to the recommendations of the International Conference on Population and Development. The Secretary-General issued a report entitled World population monitoring, focusing on population distribution, urbanization, internal migration and development (http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/205/14/PDF/N0820514.pdf?OpenElement) showing that at the world level, poverty remains concentrated on rural areas, and evidence does not support the existince of a generalised ‘urbanisation of poverty’. He points to the potential of urbanisation playing a positive role in development and poverty reduction. On the MDGs, he sees chances for the MDG on access to safe drinking water to be met; but not the one on access to improved sanitation. Further reports of the Secretary-General are on Monitoring of population programmes focusing on population distribution, urbanization, internal migration and development (http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/210/12/PDF/N0821012.pdf?OpenElement); and the Flow of financial resources for assisting in the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/206/75/PDF/N0820675.pdf?OpenElement). The latter states that “without a firm commitment to population, reproductive health and gender issues, and the concomitant allocation of financial resources, it is unlikely that any of the goals and targets of the Conference or the Millennium Summit will be effectively met.” (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/pop960.doc.htm) A contribution towards this has come from the European Commission that signed an agreement with UN-HABITAT to give €4 million for poverty reduction in 90 cities (http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=5555&catid=5&typeid=6&subMenuId=0). Issues of urban development are currently also discussed in a blog at the CGD website (http://blogs.cgdev.org/mca-monitor/archives/2008/01/international_h.php) - a reaction to a report of the International Housing Coalition (IHC) entitled Urban Investments and Rates of Return: Assessing MCC’s Approach to Project Evaluation (http://www.intlhc.org/docs/urban-investment.pdf) published in November 2007.

For the 7th session of the Human Rights Council (see also Rights), the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right ot an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context, Miloon Kothari, issued a report entitled Promotion and Protection of All Human Rights, Civil, Political, Economic Social and Cultural Rights, including the Right to Development (http://www.hic-net.org/content/srh_eng.pdf) (http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G08/105/45/PDF/G0810545.pdf?OpenElement) He “strongly advocates a combination of a humanitarian and human rights approach to address the situation of millions of people living in grossly inadeqaute housing conditions and those facing homelessness and landlessness”, and “urges states to take into account the contents of the general comment of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the right to water”.

As we are in the International Year of Sanitation (http://esa.un.org/iys/), World Water Day (20 March) was dedicated to sanitation as well (http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/flashindex.html; see also http://go.worldbank.org/BUPBI4P5U0). Related to the problems of fresh water and sanitation, the CEO Water Mandate (Global Compact) convened an Inaugural Working Conference 5-6 March (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/NewsAndEvents/news_archives/2008_03_07.html) that, amongst other things, was about helping people in rural areas gain better access to clean water.  Addressing the World Economic Forum in Davos, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called for more companies to join that initiative (http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=177). However, a whole group of representatives from CSOs urged the Secretary-General to withdraw his support for the CEO Water mandate “because of its inherent conflicts of interest and lack of transparency” (http://www.stopcorporateabuse.org/files/pdfs/CEO%20Water%20Mandate%20Letter%20to%20Secretary%20General.pdf).

Trade and social policy
The UN ECOSOC convened a special high-level meeting with a focus on current global challenges in relation to credit crisis, commodity costs, development financing and climate change. In his address the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon mentioned that the rise of food prices had reached crisis proportions (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/ecosoc6328.doc.htm; see also special section on food policy).

In trade policies the general hopes for achieving a deal in the Doha round have fluctuated with food security and credit crisis requiring increasing global concern, however, there are still expectations that an agreement could be achieved before the end of 2008, as stated by Lamy in April 2008 (http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news08_e/tnc_17apr08_e.htm).
The UNCTAD XII meeting was held in Accra/Ghana (20-25 April). The main theme for the conference was to address the opportunities and challenges of globalisation for development with sub-themes on 1) enhancing coherence at all levels for sustainable economic development and poverty reduction in global policy-making, including the contribution of regional approaches; 2) key trade and development issues and the new realities in the geography of the world economy; 3) enhancing an enabling environment at all levels to strengthen productive capacity, trade and investment: mobilising resources and harnessing knowledge for development and 4) Strengthening UNCTAD: enhancing its development role, impact and institutional effectiveness. (www.unctad.org)

The background papers for the UNCTAD meeting included also a paper (TD/422) on social dimensions entitled Globalisation, development and poverty reduction: their social and gender dimensions. A main message of the paper emphasises the need to shift from “getting the prices right” to “getting the preconditions for the process of development right” and recognising pragmatism and respect for diversity over the whole range of development policies as more appropriate than adherence to ideological beliefs on how economies and societies function. (http://www.unctadxii.org/en/Documents/Conference-Documents/)

The South Centre has reviewed the main issues for negotiation at the conference including the policy space of UNCTAD, good governance, migration, IPR and the focus on systemic issues related to trade and development. The G77 wants UNCTAD to have a clear mandate to work on the concept of policy space to elaborate macroeconomic policies that stress that there is no one-size-fits-all approach to development policy. However, this has been opposed by developed countries. On the good governance issue the G77 would also like to take this to the international level, whereas the developed countries wish to consider this as a developing country matter. In contrast to G77, the developed countries also consider migration and remittances to be outside the purview of UNCTAD and while the G77 would like the UNCTAD to take up broader trade, innovation and development-related aspects of intellectual property rights, this is opposed by developed countries, who consider the WIPO as the competent forum for these matters. (www.southcentre.org)

UNCTAD has also produced two reports on trade and development, one on globalisation for development (http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/ditc20071_en.pdf), and another on addressing labour mobility and skills trade dimensions of trade (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/webflyer.asp?docid=9685&intItemID=2068&lang=1).

The WTO has issued panel reports on another round of hormone disputes between US and Canada and EU (http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news08_e/320r_321r_e.htm). While the EU claimed victory on the process it had initiated, the panel effectively sided with US and Canadian claims that the EU’s ban remained scientifically unjustified. This highlights the difficulty of addressing harmful or hazardous production practices or applying precautionary measures.

The current turmoil in financial markets may result in broader repercussions as the OECD Committee on financial markets has called for fundamental reform in financial markets’ and noted that the world is moving to a situation in which individuals bear more and more risks, without being necessarily able to cope with them. According to the OECD this concerns not only credit, including sub-prime mortgages, but also insurance or pensions. (http://www.oecd.org/document/35/0,3343,en_2649_201185_40453027_1_1_1_1,00.html).
The IFC is expanding its trade finance programme and announced in January 2008 that it has doubled the volume of guarantees issued and the number of participating banks and countries covered in the programme (http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/media.nsf/content/SelectedPressRelease?OpenDocument&UNID=1F2A5502E26D3BF4852573D2006B875E).
In the field of intellectual property rights the work in the WHO intergovernmental working group on public health, innovation and intellectual property has continued slowly with substantial differences in views across countries (www.who.int). The European Commission and US have exerted their power on Thailand, which has issued compulsory licenses on pharmaceuticals, in the form of a letter sent by Mandelson in February 2008 (http://www.actupparis.org/IMG/pdf/CAB24_0222100119_001.pdf). A timeline of the events has been compiled by the Washington University programme on information justice and intellectual property, which also includes reference to a further European Commission statement that in spite of rumours it has not threatened to take Thailand to WTO dispute settlement (http://www.wcl.american.edu/pijip/documents/timeline.pdf?rd=1).
Southern Voices
Heads of State and Governments of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) agreed, at their 33rd Ordinary Summit in Ouagadougou (18 January), on a regional poverty reduction strategy outlining specific programmes to address the pervasive poverty in the region. The one-day meeting also adopted the ECOWAS Common Approach on Migration, a multisectoral regional mechanism to address the challenges of intra-community mobility and migration to third countries. The mechanism incorporates the regional development dimensions of migration, especially the development of the points of departure of migrants as well as the formulation of a regional territorial planning strategy. (http://news.ecowas.int/en/presseshow.php?nb=5&lang=en&annee=2008)
While in Southern Africa the Southern Africa Trust (www.southernafricatrust.org) which was established with financial support from UK DFID has become a significant player in SADC affairs, its major achievement to date is to have won the agreement of SADC governments to the holding of the SADC International Consultative Conference on Poverty and Development (18-20 April) in Mauritius. (http://www.sadc.int/conference/content/english/informationnote.htm) The conference provided a platform for SADC, civil society, the private sector and the international community to ”forge a consensus and review progress of the SADC economic integration agenda” and “link the poverty agenda to the regional integration mandate of SADC”. SATUCC, BUSA and a host of other civil society actors as well as governments took part.

In an agreement to incorporate human rights issues and work towards the establishment of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Human Rights Commission (as provided for in the newly signed ASEAN Charter), Human Rights Commissioners from four ASEAN nations held a consultative meeting in Manila (29-31 January). “Among all the regions of the world, it is only Asia that does not have a regional human rights system,” the human rights commissioners said in a joint statement at the start of their closed door meeting. Only four of the ten ASEAN countries - Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia - have human rights commissions. The meeting discussed the terms of reference for the human rights body and proposed that it should be expanded into a human rights court. The appointment of the Commission’s Members must be made by the ministries of foreign affairs of all ASEAN member-states and from a list of candidates nominated by a selection committee comprised of national human rights institutions and CSOs. Powers and functions of the commission should include protection, promotion and monitoring. (http://www.aseanhrmech.org/news/national-human-rights-commission-pledge.html)
The leaders of the six countries sharing the Mekong River in the run-up to the Third Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Summit in Vientiane (30-31 March) held meetings with youth and business representatives from the six GMS countries as part of the Summit’s program. The meeting was the first ever GMS Youth Forum, which also saw the presentation of six national youth messages to high-ranking officials focusing on educational opportunities and skills development, more support for health programs and better protection for the environment. The GMS Leaders endorsed a comprehensive five-year Plan of Action for GMS Development, 2008-2012, that aims to encourage growth, reduce poverty, enhance environmental protection and promote human resource development for implementing the new strategic framework and action plan for cooperation in education, health, labour, and other social development areas. (http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-03/31/content_7892798.htm)
ASEAN Finance Ministers met on 4 April in Danang/Vietnam for their annual meeting looking for ways to cope with the soaring food and fuel prices hitting households across the region, which threaten to spark public unrest. The Ministers pledged vigilance in the fight against inflation, and resolved to maintain sound fiscal and monetary policies, while continuing to implement policies that will sustain domestic demand as an important anchor of growth. (http://www.aseanaffairs.com/page/asean/finance%20ministers%20meeting%20group%20vows%20to%20be%20vigilant'%20on%20inflation)
High-impact interventions, such as HIV prevention programmes focused on key populations and antiretroviral treatment should constitute the core of the HIV response across Asia. This was the key recommendation of the independent Regional Commission on AIDS in Asia, which submitted its report on 26 March . Over an 18-month period, the Commission held five sub-regional and regional consultations, meeting more than 30 experts and 600 individuals and governmental and civil society groups. Epidemics centre mainly on behaviours of unprotected paid sex, use of contaminated needles and syringes by people who inject drugs, and unprotected sex between men. Heads of Governments of Asian countries should assume stronger leadership role, as according to the report in only two countries have they officially provided leadership to the national AIDS programme. To address concentrated epidemics leadership is also required to overcome the social drivers behind the epidemic, which include structural and social factors, such as criminalisation and marginalisation of certain groups, human rights violations and discrimination. Recommendations also referred to the need for government and business leaders to assume a more proactive role in the HIV response and that community and civil society involvement should be ensured at all stages of policy, programme design, implementation and monitoring and evaluation. (http://www.unaids.org/en/KnowledgeCentre/Resources/FeatureStories/archive/2008/20080326_asia_commission.asp)
Ministers from Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) attended the 21st Meeting of the Community Council of Ministers in Barbados (8 February) and were reminded that as the Community’s second highest decision-making body with the primary responsibility for community development, planning and coordination they commanded a determining influence on the development of the entire Community. Secretary General of CARICOM, Edwin Carrington, said that issues of cost of living, expansion of the categories of skilled nationals eligible for free movement within the Community, the work of the Caribbean Commission on Youth and Development, implementation of the Declaration of Port of Spain with respect to Non-communicable Diseases and the effects of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) initiated between the Region and Europe were issues that required “the most profound consideration in determining the best course of action in the interest of improving the quality of life of our citizens.” (http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres31_08.jsp)
At the conclusion of its three-day session in Georgetown/Guyana (19 March), the Twelfth Special Meeting of the Council for Human and Social Development (COHSOD) of CARICOM handed out a twenty-point declaration entitled Building a Region Fit for Children which would guarantee the right of every Caribbean child to survival, development, protection, dignity and participation within the Caribbean Community. COHSOD also seeks to commit Member States to establish effective mechanisms to improve the quality of and access to early childhood care and protection. The Declaration further called for improvements in data gathering and monitoring and emphasised the promotion of Information and Communication Technology to engage children in understanding and contributing to their communities as well as the commitment to the development of public education campaigns on climate change and actions to mitigate its effects on children. (http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres68_08.jsp)
Calendar of Upcoming Events 2008
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	2-4
	Third High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, Accra/Ghana

	8-26
	Human Rights Council 9th session, Geneva/Switzerland

	22
	UN High-Level Session on Africa’s Special Development Needs 
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	2008 Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the IMF, Washington, D.C.

	29-30 
	Global Forum on Migration and Development, Manila/Philippines
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	3-21
	Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 41st session, Geneva/Switzerland

	3-7
	World Urban Forum 4th session, Nanjing/China

	25-28
	International Conference on Education, Geneva/ Switzerland

	29 – 2 Dec
	International Conference on Financing for Development, Doha/Qatar


� This was built into the goals after an EU and ILO initiative followed up by UN ECOSOC.


� the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health


� Clemens, Michael A./ Pettersson, Gunilla (2008): New data on African health professionals abroad. Human Resources for Health 6 (1)


� Simmons, R./ Fajans, P./ Ghiron, L. (2008): Scaling Up Health Service Delivery. From Pilot Innovations to Policies and Programmes. Geneva: WHO


� Information on the forthcoming 3rd World Water Development Report  ‘Water in a Changing World’ can be found at �HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr/wwdr3/index.shtml"�http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr/wwdr3/index.shtml�; and on the next World Water Forum to be held in March 2009 at �HYPERLINK "http://www.worldwaterforum5.org/"�http://www.worldwaterforum5.org/�.





