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Global Social Policies: Redistribution, Regulation, and Rights

REDISTRIBUTION

At the midpoint of reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), in its Annual Report the United Nations (UN) diagnosed substantial, but uneven progress, particularly for the world’s poorest countries (http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007.pdf); and the UN Secretary-General appeared convinced that strong sustained midpoint effort could make a difference in achieving the MDGs (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sgsm11070.doc.htm) at the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) July meeting (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/julyhls/index.shtml, http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ecosoc6289.doc.htm) The Social Watch (http://www.socialwatch.org), by contrast, is much less certain about that progress: according to its Basic Capabilities Index (BCI) universal access to a minimum set of social services will only be achieved in Sub-Saharan Africa in 2018. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/develop/2007/0606bci.htm).

At issue is also whether the final declaration of the G8 Summit in Heiligendamm (Germany) (http://www.g-8.de/Content/EN/Artikel/__g8-summit/2007-06-07-summit-documents.html) marked a step in the direction of rich countries keeping their promises. While Michel Kazatchkine (Executive Director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM)) was positive about recommitments made regarding the GFATM being considered for further $6-8 billion per year (http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/media_center/press/pr_070608.asp), a paper by Joseph E. Stiglitz and Stephany Griffith-Jones presents the critical findings of the Shadow G-8 (http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/iez/global/04472.pdf).

In a statement to the UN, Gordon Brown (UK Prime Minister) stated he had persuaded 14 world leaders and 21 companies to sign up to a declaration to redouble efforts to meet the MDGs; and plans to convene a UN conference in 2008 bringing together governments, business, faith groups and charities (http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page12755.asp). The World Bank’s new President, Robert B. Zoellick joined global leaders in supporting a UK-led initiative to accelerate progress towards the MDGs (http://go.worldbank.org/YU3WAFVSQ0). Together with Angela Merkel (German Chancellor), Brown also announced that major donors such as Germany, the UK, Canada and Norway will join forces with the World Bank and WHO to make aid more effective – an initiative similar to the Fast Track Initiative for Education organised between UNESCO and the World Bank. (http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page12904.asp)

Meanwhile, there have been efforts to coordinate international health initiatives on the delivery of health services in low-income countries at a global health leaders meeting, including the World Bank, the World Health Organisation (WHO), the GFATM, the GAVI alliance, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), UNAIDS, the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), and the Gates Foundation. Progress on the new health strategy is planned to be monitored at another meeting in early 2008. (http://go.worldbank.org/5C93UV4AP0)
Pursuing its own initiative China launched a $1 billion fund (planned to rise to $5 million) to finance trade and investment by Chinese companies in Africa. The initiative has been criticised for being tied to Chinese enterprises but not to social or governance conditions (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/trade/2007/0626chinafund.htm; about the Chinese Aid System see also http://www.cgdev.org/content/general/detail/13953).

Competition between the North and the South for aid to countries was given a further push when in May in Asunción (Paraguay) six states reached an agreement on the ‘Bank of the South’ (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/wbank/2007/0708bankofsouth.htm). In a similar move the African Union (AU) plans to establish an investment bank in the next three years as part of an effort to raise an annual $25 billion for development projects. According to Maxwell Mkwezalamba (AU Commissioner for Economic Affairs) this is due to the resource-rich continent being increasingly growing frustrated over wealthy countries’ failure to live up to pledges to double aid for Africa by 2010 (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/develop/africa/2007/0803bank.htm). The International Monetary Fund (IMF) discussed the implications of the planned scaling up of aid to low-income countries for the role of the IMF and the design of country fiscal policies (http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pn/2007/pn0783.htm).

In a spirit of North-South Cooperation the ‘Confédération Syndicale Indépendante du Luxembourg OGB-L’ through its non-governmental organisation (NGO) Solidarité Syndicale, the Ministry of Health in Ghana and the International Labour Office (ILO) have entered into an agreement to implement the Global Social Trust (GST) pilot project in Ghana. This will provide a cash benefit of approximately US$ 10 per month to Ghanaian indigent pregnant women and mothers with children who meet conditions of pre-natal, post-natal and regular health check-ups. (www.ilo.org/gst)

Meanwhile the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC) continues with its analysis of the aid system and has published a ‘Review of European Community’s Development Co-operation’ (http://www.oecd.org/document/51/0,3343,en_2649_33721_38904435_1_1_1_1,00.html), and ‘Financing Development. Aid and Beyond’ (www.oecd.org/development/globalforum). Similarly, the United Nations University – World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER) continues its research papers on this theme (http://www.wider.unu.edu/publications/publications.htm).
Finally, a currency tax has been implemented - not yet by a country, but an important step all the same. INTL Global Currencies, a London City firm specialising in foreign exchange made history on 21 May 2007 by launching a week-long trial of a currency transaction tax (CTT) to raise money for charity. Implementing the levy at the 0.005% rate that Stamp Out Poverty recommends, the company raised almost £4,000 in a matter of days. (www.stampoutpoverty.org/?lid=10597)

REGULATION

In July the first meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and Development (http://www.gfmd-fmmd.org/en/global-forum-migration-and-development) took place in Brussels. This marks the start of a new global process, agreed at the UN in September 2006 (Digest 7.1:113), and designed to enhance the positive impact of migration on development (and vice versa). In preparation for that, a conference was co-organised by the World Bank’s Migration Working Group, the OECD Development Centre, and the Migration Policy Institute (http://go.worldbank.org/8D1A0RB0G0).
The annual OECD publication ‘Migration Outlook 2007' (http://www.oecd.org/document/25/0,3343,en_2649_37407_38797017_1_1_1_37407,00.html) focuses on the employment situation and participation rate of immigrants. And the World Bank concludes that international migration not only reduces poverty in the poorer nations, but can generate a range of generally positive social and health effects in the home countries, particularly among girls. (http://go.worldbank.org/3A4N5XASI0; http://go.worldbank.org/UYDC7QKGU0)
The second UN Global Compact Leaders Summit took place in Geneva (Switzerland), gathering over 1000 chief executive officers, government ministers, heads of civil society and labour organisations (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/NewsAndEvents/Leaders_Summit_2007.html). In a statement, ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said: “Many will attest that respect for fundamental rights at work, sound industrial relations and collective bargaining are all part of being a successful and sustainable enterprise.” (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Feature_stories/lang--en/WCMS_083245/index.htm). The ‘Geneva Declaration’ adopted at the event expresses the belief that “globalization, if rooted in universal principles, has the power to improve our world fundamentally – delivering economic and social benefits to people, communities and markets everywhere”. The website also refers to studies showing that an increasing number of business leaders see corporate social responsibility (CSR) as a way to compete successfully (http://www.unglobalcompact.org/NewsAndEvents/news_archives/2007_07_05d.html). However at an NGO side event Daniel Mittler (Corporate Accountability Advisor at Greenpeace International) demanded: “Instead of organizing expensive summit meetings, the UN must ultimately set internationally-binding CSR standards for corporate behaviour and see to their adherence” (http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/business/2007/0704ngobluewashing.htm; see also http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/indxbiz.htm#hearing).

RIGHTS

Human rights activists have also been critical of the Compact and its summit, as – according to ActionAid – it is failing to stop corporate human rights violations; and does not make specific reference to economic, social and cultural rights. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/business/2007/0704actionaid.htm)

Meanwhile the Human Rights Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights resolved on June 16-17 to establish an Open-ended Working Group to elaborate on an ‘Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights’ which would open up the possibility of individual complaints in line with all other human rights machinery. (http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/escr/intro.htm)

The International Day of the World’s Indigenous People (August 9) was marked in New York (http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/news_internationalday2007.html). However, the governments of Botswana, Kenya, Nigeria and Namibia are leading a campaign by African governments to weaken a key UN Declaration that would protect the rights of indigenous peoples. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/nations/sovereign/sover/emerg/2007/0703advocacyproject.htm)

On the gender equality front three international organisations published manuals or reports aimed at advancing gender equality in labour (ILO: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/relm/ilc/ilc96/pdf/rep-i-b-update.pdf), health (WHO: http://www.who.int/bookorders/anglais/detart1.jsp?sesslan=1&codlan=1&codcol=52&codcch=104), and aid (OECD DAC: www.oecd.org/dac/stats/crs).

Global Social Governance

The biennial high-level Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) (http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/develop.shtml), one of the principal new functions of a strengthened ECOSOC, was launched in Geneva in July. At the event, the UN Secretary-General urged timelines for scaling up aid and conclusion to Doha trade talks (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sgsm11079.doc.htm); while the President of G77 and China – defending the DCF – said it can serve as the instrument to achieve the comprehensive, coherent and effective global economic and social governance required to address the vital issues of development (http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=070705).

Reforms proposed by the High Level Panel on System Wide Coherence (GSP Digest 7.1:114) continue to be discussed within the UN system. Joint statements by G77 and the Non Aligned Movement (NAM) issued during informal discussions of the General Assembly (GA) suggest that agreement on specific reforms is far away (http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=070606b, http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=070622). Discussions also continued in the ECOSOC’s Operational Activities Segment with a panel discussion on ‘Effectiveness of United Nations Development System’ (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ecosoc6288.doc.htm). For an overview over these events see the ECOSOC newsletter http://www.un.org/ecosoc/news/ECOSOC.Newsletter.v6nr.2.pdf)
Meanwhile the G8 continued to act as if it were the locus of global economic and social governance even though as the Toronto studies show there is a huge gap between promises and delivery (http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/index.htm; see also Redistribution). Critics argue that the G8 ended without an agreement on international trade negotiations, or on eliminating subsidies for agriculture in the industrialised world. No agreement was reached either on a new regulation of the highly speculative, and therefore risky, hedge funds. (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/g7-8/2007/0608muchtalk.htm). Indeed one UN Official called for no more G8 summits (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/g7-8/2007/0608nomoreg7-g8.htm).

The OECD’s role in global economic ands social governance was given a boost by the G8 as it asked the OECD to act as a platform for dialogue between G8 countries and the major emerging economies of Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa on issues including innovation, freedom of investment, corporate social responsibility and development in Africa. (http://www.oecd.org/g8). At the OECD Council of Ministers Meeting in May, which also agreed to open negotiations to expand membership to a number of countries from the global south, the chair summarised with a strategy statement on globalisation, growth and equity. (http://www.oecd.org/document/25/0,3343,en_2649_33721_38586713_1_1_1_1,00.html)

Trying to rescue the World Bank’s credibility after the sacking of Wolfowitz, the new President, Zoellick asserted that the Bank is “not just a knowledge institution, it’s a learning institution.” (http://go.worldbank.org/D8QGYB5PF0) A string of high-profile commentators, including Joseph Stiglitz, Ban Ki-Moon, and South African finance minister Trevor Manuel had called, to no avail, for an end to the gentleman’s agreement which sees the Americans appoint the head of the Bank and the Europeans the director of the IMF. (http://www.worldbankpresident.org/archives/2007_04.php; see also http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/13861) NGO reactions to Zoellick’s appointment were universally unfavourable. New Economics Foundation’s David Woodward highlighted Zoellick’s “track record of arm-twisting, blackmail, pay-offs and abuse of power in the WTO to promote US interests”. Robert Wade commented that “the fight between the Americans and the Europeans over the fate of Paul Wolfowitz obscured the bigger question of whether the world still needs the World Bank”. (http://www.opendemocracy.net/globalisation/institutions_government/world_bank_problem)

Insisting that it does is a report of the Centre for Global Development (CGD) which makes five recommendations for a new International Development Association (IDA) as it comes up for replenishment (www.cgdev.org/files/13860_file_IDA_report.pdf; http://go.worldbank.org/U94WRYNMQ0).
The IMF Managing Director, Rodrigo de Rato, announced he would leave following the 2007 Annual Meeting (http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2007/pr07147.htm). The IMF then announced the Process and Profile for New Managing Director making the ‘World Bank Looks Stodgy By Comparison’ (http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2007/07/imf_announces_process_and_prof.php).

The European Union (EU) backs Strauss-Kahn to Head IMF http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/imf/2007/0710strauss-kahn.htm, with the UK government being criticised for not openly saying they would prefer a candidate from a developing country. (http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-554312)
The case for regional social policy playing a larger part in a strategy for a fairer globalisation was given a boost when the United Nations University Office at the UN in New York (UNU-ONY), organized a Panel Discussion entitled ‘How Can Regional Integration Contribute to Social Equity?’ on June 19. This followed a workshop on the theme organised by GASPP, UNU Comparative Regional Integration Studies (CRIS) and the Open University’s Centre for Citizenship, Identities and Governance (OU-CCIG) in Bruges (www.cris.unu.edu). The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) also published a working paper making the case (http://www.un.org/esa/desa/papers/2007/wp37_2007.pdf). ASEAN took a step in this direction on July 30 when it agreed to strengthen the rights of migrant workers within the region (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/labor/2007/0802labor.htm).

International Actors and Social Policy

HEALTH

From May 14 - 23, the 60th World Health Assembly (WHA) took place, followed by the WHO’s Executive Board May 24-26 (http://www.who.int/gb/). The WHA discussed a number of public health issues and adopted a resolution on public health, innovation and intellectual property. The NGO Forum at the WHA focused specifically on “the need to revitalize the primary health care approach and calls for a minimum package of core interventions that can be made available to all” (http://www.globalhealthnetwork.eu/news/ngo_forum_at_world_health_assembly_asks_where_are_the_alma_ata_principles; see also http://www.actionforglobalhealth.eu).

On June 15, the revised International Health Regulations (IHR 2005) came into force, with the aim of preventing national public-health emergencies from spreading internationally. The IHR(2005) are the world’s first legally binding agreement in the fight against public health emergencies. (http://www.who.int/csr/ihr/en/). Also, the ‘World Health Report 2007: A Safer Future: Global Public Health Security in the 21st Century’ (http://www.who.int/whr/2007/whr07_en.pdf) amongst other things, touches upon the IHR.

The WHO Commission on the Social Determinants of Health (CSDH) met in Vancouver, Canada, (June 7-9) for its 8th meeting (http://www.who.int/social_determinants/strategy/meetings/2007/geneva/en/index.html) discussing a draft paper entitled ‘A Conceptual Framework for Action on the Social Determinants of Health’ (http://www.who.int/social_determinants/resources/csdh_framework_action_05_07.pdf). The Globalisation Knowledge Network, chaired by Ronald Labonté, submitted its Final Report ‘Towards Health-Equitable Globalisation: Rights, Regulation and Redistribution’ (http://www.who.int/social_determinants/resources/gkn_report_06_2007.pdf) to the CSDH. Also civil society organisations (CSOs) commented on the CSDH’s report. (http://www.who.int/social_determinants/links/events/CivilsocietyexpectfromCSDH.pdf).

The Health Systems Knowledge Network of the WHO CSDH released its final report entitled ‘Challenging Inequity Through Health Systems’ (http://www.who.int/social_determinants/resources/csdh_media/hskn_final_2007_en.pdf), as well as a number of literature reviews, country and regional studies, and case studies on the role of civil society and parliamentarians in promoting health equity (http://www.wits.ac.za/chp/hskn.htm). On health systems there was further a meeting of the Geneva Health Forum (http://www.genevahealthforum.org); and a workshop co-organised by the World Bank, the ILO and the Thai Government on ‘Model Development of Sustainable Health Care Financing’ (http://go.worldbank.org/4N1US34IL0). On health system issues in relation to the health MDGs are a WHO paper entitled ‘Managing the Health Development Goals – The Challenge of Management Strengthening: Lessons From Three Countries’ (http://www.who.int/management/WP8.pdf); and a course provided by the World Bank August 20-31 under the topic ‘Achieving the MDGs: Poverty Reduction, Reproductive Health and Health Sector Reform’ (http://go.worldbank.org/W4ZTVGT110; http://go.worldbank.org/Z5IEAQ14Q0). Also referring to the importance of health care systems is a report entitled ‘Neglected diseases: A human rights analysis’ by Paul Hunt (http://www.who.int/tdr/publications/publications/pdf/seb_topic6.pdf). Finally, the importance and usefulness of health systems research are from the Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research ‘What is Health Policy and Systems Research and why does it matter?’ (http://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/resources/AllBriefNote1_5.pdf), and ‘Health system strengthening interventions: Making the case for impact evaluation’ (http://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/resources/AllBriefNote2_3.pdf).

The 61st UN GA turned its attention to the global response to HIV/AIDS (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ga10594.doc.htm). The G8 meeting agreed to provide $60 billion “over the coming years” for disease prevention efforts with a particular focus on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria in Africa; as well as to replenish the GFATM (http://www.g-8.de/Content/EN/Artikel/__g8-summit/2007-06-07-summit-documents.html). The Global Health Council’s Public Policy Update (http://www.globalhealth.org/view_top.php3?id=48#g8) calls that communiqué “somewhat vague”, as there is no specific timetable for the $60 billion; and the promises seem to be a setback from the G8 agreements in 2005. President Bush announced his plans for a continuation and expansion of PEPFAR after 2008 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/05/20070530-5.html); while the CGD remarks that doubling the money does not necessarily double the impact (http://blogs.cgdev.org/globalhealth/2007/05/pepfarther_will_doub.php). UNAIDS and the Kaiser Family Foundation released a new report ‘Financing the response to AIDS in low- and middle-income countries: International Assistance from the G8, European Commission, and Other Donor Governments’ (http://data.unaids.org/pub/Presentation/2007/20070605_unaids_kff_ppoint_en.pdf) showing an increase in AIDS financing that, however, still falls short the needed aid. At the launch of the new World Bank report on the issue - ‘The Africa Multi-Country AIDS Program 2000-2006: Results of the World Bank’s Response to a Development Crisis’ (http://go.worldbank.org/W5DE0SQQY0), Joy Phumaphi
 said similarly (http://go.worldbank.org/FVIRPLYOY0): 

Global funding for HIV has more than quadrupled between 2001 and 2005, […], which, along with new pledges of help form the G8, is hugely welcome, but unfortunately still falls short of what countries need. 

At the same time ActionAid released the booklet ‘Tackling political barriers to end AIDS’ (http://www.actionaid.org/assets/pdf%5CFinal%20GWA%2007.pdf). And Médecins Sans Frontières published a report entitled “Confronting the health worker crisis to expand access to HIV/AIDS treatment” (http://www.msf.org/source/countries/africa/southafrica/2007/Help_wanted.pdf). This publication, amongst other things, criticises the IMF encouraging countries to set limits on public spending with detrimental effects for health care delivery. The CGD’s Working Group on IMF Programs and Health Expenditures comes to similar conclusions regarding health care provision and HIV/AIDS (http://blogs.cgdev.org/globalhealth/2007/06/msf_on_the_imf_wage.php); and also released a report entitled ‘Does the IMF Constrain Health Spending in Poor Countries?’ (http://www.cgdev.org/content/general/detail/14100)

The OECD’s ‘International Migration Outlook 2007’ (www.oecd.org/els/migration/imo) includes a chapter on the importance of the presence of immigrants in the health sectors of OECD countries. Also the OECD biennial ‘Regions at a Glance’ (www.oecd.org/regional/regionsataglance) highlights health care. Data and statistical information was further provided in form of the WHO’s ‘World Health Statistics 2007’ (http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat2007/en/index.html).

SOCIAL PROTECTION

UNDESA released its social policy notes to guide countries in designing their MDG related development strategies. (http://esa.un.org/techcoop/policyNotes.asp) They were intended to be a joint publication of the UNDESA and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) but the UNDP were not in agreement with them. The social policy guidance notes are an excellent overview of how to design comprehensive and universal social protection policies in developing countries. (http://esa.un.org/techcoop/documents/PN_SocialPolicyNote.pdf)

The ILO’s decent work agenda has been making a bigger impact on the UN policy making process. In a Ministerial declaration of the 2007 high-level segment of ECOSOC, adopted on July 10, the UN body “resolved to make the goals of full and productive employment and decent work for all, including for women and young people, a central objective of relevant national and international policies“. (http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/I-News/lang--en/WCMS_083258/index.htm) In a similar vein, G8 Labour Ministers meeting in Dresden on May 8-9 endorsed the role of social protection in economic and social development. (http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/secsoc/downloads/newsletter1_en.pdf). (see also ECOSOC’s report: http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ecosoc6284.doc.htm and the view of G77 on the issue:http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=070709)
The OECD produced its ‘Employment Outlook 2007’ asking whether “the financing of social protection should primarily rely on social security contributions or on a broader tax base” (http://www.oecd.org/document/38/0,3343,en_2649_33927_36936230_1_1_1_1,00.html). The OECD also updated its Jobs Strategy (www.oecd.org/els/employment/strategy), published ‘Pensions at a Glance – Public Policies Across OECD Countries 2007 Edition’ (www.oecd.org/els/social/ageing/PAG); followed up on its ‘OECD Babies and Bosses’ reviews by developing an on-line database on family outcomes and family policies with indicators for all OECD countries (www.oecd.org/els/social/family/database); and organised – in response to a Council of Minister request – a ‘Seminar on the Life Risks, Life Course and Social Policy’ which looked in detail at recent policy developments to develop more flexible time-based social policies, as well as related issues (e.g. asset-based welfare programmes), and policies to encourage redistribution of income and/or time over the life course (http://www.oecd.org/document/26/0,3343,en_2649_33933_38613594_1_1_1_1,00.html). A powerful contribution to the work, care and welfare debate is provided from UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) by Shahra Razavi in which she argues that care must become a dimension of citizenship with rights that are equal to those that are attached to employment. (http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BCCF9/(LookupAllDocumentsByUNID)/2DBE6A93350A7783C12573240036D5A0?OpenDocument)

Plans are being laid for the first World Social Security Forum in September as a major event bringing together more than 1,000 ministers, policymakers, administrators and academics from around the world. It will be hosted by the Ministry of Health and Social Development and other ISSA member organizations of the Russian Federation. Comprising the 29th General Assembly of the International Social Security Association, the World Social Security Forum will provide an interactive platform for experts to discuss today’s challenges and tomorrow’s solutions to a range of crucial and topical social security issues. (http://www.issa.int/wssf07/)

UNDP’s International Poverty Centre in Brazil (http://www.undp-povertycentre.org) continues to make significant contributions to the policy debate concerning social protection in developing countries, for example on conditional cash transfers in Latin America (http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper38.pdf), and Kenya http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCConferencePaper4.pdf().

Meanwhile the innovative work on social policy analysis within the Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Development (ESSD) division of World Bank, culminating in the Arusha Conference, struggles to secure a new foothold and agenda since the merger of ESSD with the Infrastructure Vice Presidency (See GSP 7.2 :154 and 169). Anis Dani
 is, with Steen Jorgensen also of the former ESSD, focussed on the task of mainstreaming previous work such as that on poverty and social impact analysis (PSIA) (http://go.worldbank.org/SINEVND8Z0).

UNESCO via its Management of Social Transformations (MOST) Programme continues to influence the social policy and social development agenda in the global south. Ministers of Social Development from 18 countries met in Paris on July 16-17 to discuss ways of linking social science research and policy development. (www.unesco.org/shs/most/igc2007/press)

The OECD is to work with other international organisations and partners to develop a new approach to measuring how societies are changing by using high quality, reliable statistics to assess progress in a range of areas affecting citizens’ quality of life. (http://www.oecd.org/document/24/0,3343,en_2649_201185_38883800_1_1_1_1,00.html)
EDUCATION

The 5th World Congress of Education International (EI) entitled ‘Educators – Joining Together for Quality Education and Social Justice’ took place July 22-26 in Berlin (http://www.ei-ie.org/congress5/). The UN’s Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Vernor Munoz Villalobos said:

The fact that school fees are still charged in more than 70 countries shows that education continues to be considered as a cost and not a right. This transfers, in practice, the responsibility of the state to the family.

While the World Bank accepts the fact that there are still major gaps and deficiencies in educational opportunities, particularly for girls and children from disadvantaged groups, a new website on the issue entitled ‘Strengthening Education: Approaches that Work’ (http://go.worldbank.org/88G9LFKF70) does not address the right to education but refers to evidence provided by researchers in the World Bank’s Development Research Group suggesting “that enrolment can be encouraged by transferring financial resources to households on condition that ‘target’ children […] are sent to school”. Scholarship programmes thus increase enrolment in schools and also affect child labour.

This emphasis on the private sector is also reflected in the recent initiatives of the World Bank Group’s International Finance Corporation (IFC). It is preparing to launch a new Africa Schools Programme to “increase its impact significantly in Africa by financing a larger number of private schools through local banks”. The approach is to share the risk of banks when they lend to schools. A two-year advisory programme in the countries concerned will provide training sessions for schools on business planning, human resources and training management, curriculum and learning management, and marketing; as well as partner banks in marketing, credit assessment, and loan screening and monitoring. (http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/media.nsf/Content/Africa_Private_Education_Jul07)

Similarly, the Annual World Bank Conference on Development Economics (ABCDE) in Slovenia, May 17-18, was on the topic ‘Private Sector and Development’ including research papers and working sessions on the provision of public services by non-state actors (health, education, environment/water). (http://go.worldbank.org/Q4DHY5E3F0) On ‘Public-Private Partnerships in Education’ was another course at the World Bank, June 7-8. (http://go.worldbank.org/PKNC3AVV80). The main emphasis was on the evaluation of countries that established private elements in education, such as Chile.

Some weeks ago, seven low-income countries received US$265 million (in grants) to send children to school (http://go.worldbank.org/SZASH911A0) under the Education for All – Fast Track Initiative (EFA – FTI). Countries had been selected because they showed extraordinary efforts to increase participation in basic schooling. For the first time, private donors participated in the conference.

Continuing the World Bank’s promotion of lifelong learning systems also for developing countries, the World Bank Institute (WBI), in collaboration with the Human development Network Education Department (HDNED) and the regions of the World Bank, held a new course ‘Education for Development and Competitiveness: Challenges and Opportunities for Post-Basic Education’ (May 14-25 in Washington) (http://go.worldbank.org/GW66S1UVN0). The focus was on how a country’s post-basic education and learning system can be reformed to respond to the needs of the labour market in an increasingly global knowledge society.

Meanwhile the Bretton Woods project, referring to the CGD’s report on the IMF and health (see Health), discusses World Bank and IMF policies related to education (http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/article.shtml?cmd[126]=i-126-9ed8f69715f09855db963137896728e3). They criticise the institution’s ongoing emphasis on private elements in education, contrasted to the perspective of education as a right, including free and compulsory education.

HABITAT, LAND, HOUSING 

World Water Week (http://www.worldwaterweek.org) took place in Stockholm, August 12-18, themed ‘Progress and Prospects on Water: Striving for Sustainability in a Changing World’, bringing together 2,500 experts from 140 countries. The event prompted UN Habitat to start a new global water alliance. (http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=23517&Cr=water&Cr1); and witnessed the launch of a number of new studies, reports and initiatives designed to improve a global situation where billions of people are without sustainable access to safe drinking water or suffering ill health due to poor sanitation. Among them was a report by WaterAid on ‘Global Cause and Effect. How the Aid System Is Undermining the MDGs’ (http://www.wateraid.org/documents/global_cause_and_effect__mdg_midway_paper.pdf). Already in May, an article by Rohini Nilekani of Arghyam
 had argued that “we need to focus on demand management and universal access, affordable pricing, pollution control and source sustainability.” (http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/gpg/2007/0531wateroil.htm)

An international workshop ‘Improving Global Health through Safe Water’ organised by the United Nations University International Network on Water, Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH), McMaster University and the WHO focused on the linkage between human health and wellbeing and the provision of safe drinking water and adequate sanitation. (http://www.inweh.unu.edu/inweh/Health/HealthWorkshop2007.htm). The OECD was concerned about access to drinking water and sanitation in its ‘African Economic Outlook 2007’ (www.oecd.org/dev/publications/africanoutlook), and an International Forum on African Perspectives (http://www.oecd.org/document/36/0,3343,en_21571361_38469764_38471012_1_1_1_1,00.html). The World Bank held an event on ‘Guidelines for Impact Evaluations in the Water and Sanitation Sector’ (http://go.worldbank.org/1TV8Z20EC0).

‘World Population Day’ on July 11 (http://www.unfpa.org/wpd/) addressed the issue of urban growth – the topic of the ‘State of World Population 2007 – Unleashing the Potential of Urban Growth’ (http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2007/presskit/pdf/sowp2007_eng.pdf) released by UNFPA. The report points at more than half of the earth’s human population living in urban areas, with increasing tendency; and at the fact that “many of these new urbanities will be poor”. The report specifically examines the consequences of the urban transition for poverty reduction and sustainability. The World Bank refers to a new report ‘International Migration, Economic Development, and Policy’ (http://go.worldbank.org/99SMMT5MI0) that comes to similar conclusions (see also Global Social Policies). ‘Habitat Debate’ focuses on urban informal economy (http://www.unchs.org/pmss/getPage.asp?page=periodView&period=2366). And the WHO published ‘Global Age-friendly Cities. A Guide’ (http://www.who.int/bookorders/anglais/detart1.jsp?sesslan=1&codlan=1&codcol=15&codcch=714). 
Trade and social policy

The lack of progress in global trade negotiations until the August official vacation break created more emphasis on regional, issue-based activities and bilateral agreements. This has included further pressure by the European Commission to Thailand on the matter of compulsory licensing in the form of letters (http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7f26a5f6-46da-11dc-a3be-0000779fd2ac.html). At the same time there have been further efforts to ensure that health, environmental and labour issues are taken into account in bilateral agreements. Discussions on this have taken place between trade administration and policy-makers in US Congress and European Parliament (http://www.reuters.com/article/homepageCrisis/idUSL1114846._CH_.2400; http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6645455.stm)

The implications of the WTO dispute settlement body decision on gambling has re-opened the debate on the scope and nature of national policy space in the context of negotiated trade agreements. The issue of policy space has also been a focus for NGOs and academic research lately, including Rodrik’s arguments on how to save globalisation from its cheerleaders (http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/policy_research/AmerProgWTOMar07.pdf; http://ksghome.harvard.edu/~drodrik/Saving%20globalization.pdf).

The state of trade negotiations has also brought up the issue of the reform and the role of the WTO. The focus of the WTO public forum 2007 is not surprisingly – and rather interestingly - on how WTO can help in harnessing globalization. A compilation of issues from the previous forum has been provided on the website (http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/public_forum06_e.pdf). A new report analysing the WTO dispute settlement system and how to fix it has been provided by the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) (http://www.ictsd.org/issarea/dsu/resources/Pauwelyn_Remand.pdf).

UNCTAD has published the least developed countries (LDC) report with focus on knowledge, technological learning and innovation for development. The LDC report covers also in details intellectual property rights and other incentive mechanisms for learning and innovation (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/webflyer.asp?docid=8674&intItemID=4314&lang=1&mode=toc ). The Report shows that the current pattern of technology flows to LDCs through international trade, foreign direct investment and intellectual property licensing does not contribute to narrowing the knowledge divide. Sustained economic growth and poverty reduction are not likely to take place in countries where viable economic re-specialisation would remain impossible in the absence of significant progress in technological learning and innovation capacity-building. UNCTAD’s ‘Trade and Development’ report in 2007 will focus on regional cooperation and development analysing to what extent and how regional cooperation, in particular on macroeconomic and structural policies can support national development strategies (http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=2508).
Rwanda has become the first country to use the WTO procedure to import HIV/AIDS drugs, utilising the so called August 30 solution made in 2003 (http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news07_e/public_health_july07_e.htm). The WHO has produced documents for the second meeting of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual Property Rights (IGWG) (http://www.who.int/phi/documents/en/index.html). International property rights (IPR)-related issues lead also to lengthy debates and drafting groups in the WHA in May, where these were raised in connection with a variety of issues and concerns, including pandemics pandemic influenza preparedness, sharing of influenza vaccines and access to vaccines and other benefits (http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA60/A60_R28-en.pdf). The area of innovation, intellectual property rights and access to pharmaceuticals has also become addressed by the OECD, which had a high-level meeting in June concerning the matter and a final document emphasising the Noordwijk Agenda (http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/62/11/38845838.pdf).

The WTO has provided a new working paper on the contribution of services liberalisation to poverty reduction and the role of the General Agreement of Trade in Services (GATS) (http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/ersd200701_e.pdf). The South Centre has made an analytical note on aid for trade and financial assistance to implement the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) (http://www.southcentre.org/publications/AnalyticalNotes/Other/2007May_EPA_Fact_Sheet_No6.pdf). The OECD has provided a working paper on internationalisation of production, international outsourcing and employment in OECD countries (http://www.olis.oecd.org/olis/2007doc.nsf/linkto/eco-wkp(2007)21).

A Geneva-based NGO CIEL has produced a new policy paper asking to put health and compliance with Doha at the top of the trade promotion authority negotiation agenda in the United States (http://www.ciel.org/Publications/Lee_DohaUSTR_25July07.pdf). The issue of trade agreements and their impact on public health in developed countries has been raised by the public citizen trade policy action group in the USA concerned with negotiated bilateral treaties with limits of what safety standards can be required from imported foods and how much inspection is permitted (http://www.citizen.org/trade/food/).

The Indian court case where Novartis challenged the Indian patent law ended in the court dismissing the Novartis patent law dispute (http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/463692d0-4480-11dc-90ca-0000779fd2ac.html). This decision was welcomed by NGOs as a victory for public health (http://www.oxfam.org/en/news/2007/pr070806_india_ruling_against_novartis; http://www.msf.org/).

Southern Voices

On the occasion of the mid-term review of the MDGs (see Global Social Policies), anti-poverty NGOs mobilised actions to expose the persistent poverty and inequality in Asia despite rapid economic growth and progress in the region. Highlighting the failure of Asian governments to make sufficient progress in reducing poverty, members of the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) in South East North Central Asia (SENCA) mobilised people in Indonesia, Philippines, and China, with Singapore launching their own progress reports on the status of achieving the MDGs. (http://www.whiteband.org/Action/news/gcapnews.2007-07-06.7692731865/) GCAP further marked the MDG mid-term review with alternative MDG reports, television and radio debates, soccer tournaments and discussion meetings. They called on African governments to demonstrate their commitment to poverty reduction through necessary public social service investments directed transparently to the poor. Despite some progress, the lack of employment opportunities for young people, gender inequalities, rapid population growth, corruption, unfair trade policies, climate change pressure, and HIV/AIDS is making it difficult to achieve the MDGs in the continent. (http://www.whiteband.org/Action/news/gcapnews.2007-07-06.3132526139/)

Earlier, GCAP had hosted a forum on trade and continental integration in Accra, Ghana. Over 100 representatives of African CSOs debated issues of trade, aid, good governance and human rights. They called on African Union Heads of State to ensure that greater integration and economic growth accelerates poverty alleviation and free movement for all African citizens. (http://www.whiteband.org/Action/news/gcapnews.2007-06-28.7953154695/)

On June 22, in Addis Ababa, the Economic Commission of Africa (ECA) and UNAIDS entered a partnership to develop an index of accountability to measure progress and commitment toward universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support in Africa. A scientific committee was agreed upon to re-actualise and update data in the final report of the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance. (http://www.uneca.org/index.htm)

On July 12, the Organization of American States (OAS) and the AU ended a two-day meeting expressing the need for an Americas-Africa Summit as a platform for a democratic partnership that will benefit both regions in the areas of trade, economy, security, and health amongst others. The discussions highlighted the challenges to democracies and peaceful societies, viz. poverty, inequality, and social exclusion. A high-level panel of experts on democracy-related matters, was set up in accordance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter to address issues such as electoral and constitutional reform, access to justice, good governance, citizen participation, transparency and anti-corruption. (http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-173/07)

Foreign affairs Ministers of OAS member countries engaged in dialogue with civil society representatives before the 37th OAS General Assembly on June 3. The dialogue focused on ‘Energy for Sustainable Development’, the main theme of the Assembly, but also included human rights, gender equity, poverty eradication, freedom of expression, access to public information, anti-discrimination, and anti-terrorism efforts. The Secretary General raised the possibility of creating a special fund made up of voluntary contributions from OAS member states to implement actions they considered priority, usually carried out by CSOs. (http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=GA-12-07)

At the OAS General Assembly itself (4 June), apart from deliberations on the main theme, ministers addressed the ‘Hemispheric Plan of Action Against Trans-national Organised Crime’ (http://www.oas.org/37AG/Docs/eng/2334.doc), and the ‘Follow-Up Mechanism of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption’ (http://www.oas.org/37AG/Docs/eng/2275.doc). Several delegations hoped for a quick conclusion to negotiations to adopt a ‘Social Charter of the Americas’, guaranteeing social rights to all people in the region. Following two days of debate, the 37th OAS General Assembly adopted the ‘Declaration of Panama: Energy for Sustainable Development’ (http://www.oas.org/consejo/workgroups/DeclaraciondePanama.asp) emphasising that “democratic governance, strong democratic institutions, the rule of law, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms” are essential in advancing energy and sustainable development goals, combating social exclusion, and advancing public goods. (see also http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=GA-18-07; http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=GA-24-07).

On August 6, the OAS and Chile signed a ‘Memorandum of Understanding on Technical Cooperation with Caribbean Countries’. The cooperation will allow transference of public policies on state modernization from the Chilean government to the Caribbean nations. With the support of OAS, this is expected to strengthen practices in the areas of citizen registry, coastal security, and poverty reduction. It is expected that experiences from the Chile Solidarity Bridge, a program designed to provide psychosocial support to families living in extreme poverty, will be applied to technical cooperation in the sub-region. The methodology is geared towards the improvement of living standards and the integration to the network of benefits and social services available. The Solidarity Bridge families set the goal of reaching 53 minimum conditions, aimed at raising their quality of life in the areas of identification, health, education, family dynamics, habitability, work and income. (http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-188/07)

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) convened its 63rd Commission Session in Almaty, Kazakhstan, from May 17 to 23. In a related meting, a special Asia-Pacific regional forum on LDCs and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) discussed energy security in the context of poverty reduction and international migration in terms of challenges and opportunities for LDCs and LLDCs.

(http://www.unescap.org/LDCCU/LDCs/SpecialBody/8th-Almaty-Apr-07/8thSession.asp). One third of the 190 million international migrants in 2005 were from this region: 53 million from Asia and 5 million from the Pacific. At the Commission session itself, Ministers and senior government officials from across the Asia Pacific region heard calls for more government spending on health in order to combat poverty (http://www.unescap.org/unis/press/2007/may/g13.asp). Despite the region’s growing economy, five million children die before reaching the age of five; and accounting for half of the world’s maternal deaths; and the region remains off-track in meeting the MDGs related to HIV/AIDS targets. Spending on health as a percentage of GDP shows that East Asia and the Pacific and South Asia, at 5 percent and 4.4 percent respectively, spend less than any other region on health. Sub-Saharan Africa stands at 6.1 percent and 6.5 per cent by Europe and Central Asia. Asia-Pacific also has the highest level of out-of-pocket expenditures by patients, contributing to poverty. (http://www.unescap.org/esid/psis/population/popheadline/318/art2.asp)

Some 200 regional and international delegates attending the inaugural Pacific Islands Business Forum (PIBF) on August 8 engaged in a public - private sector dialogue which aims at becoming a permanent feature in the Pacific as a key mechanism of promoting pro-poor and pro-employment growth. The PIBF could evolve into a regional economic leaders’ summit similar to the Davos meeting in Switzerland. (http://www.islandsbusiness.com/news/index_dynamic/containerNameToReplace=MiddleMiddle/focusModuleID=130/focusContentID=9630/tableName=mediaRelease/overideSkinName=newsArticle-full.tpl)
Calendar of Upcoming Events 2008

	January
	

	24-28
	World Economic Forum, Annual Meeting, Davos, Switzerland

	February
	

	6-15
	UN Commission for Social Development, 46th session, New York/USA

	March
	

	17-April 4
	UN Human Rights Committee, 92nd session, New York/USA

	April
	

	20-25
	Twelfth Session UNCTAD, Accra, Ghana

	*
	Spring Meetings of the IMF and the World Bank Group


� Vice President of the World Bank’s Human Development Network.


� He was the Arusha convenor; however is now Operations Advisor ofr the Quality Assurance Group of the World Bank; and no longer social policy advisor.


� Many thanks to Anja Jakobi who contributed to this section.


� A charitable foundation that supports a safe and sustainable global water supply.
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