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In this newsletter, I am going to focus on the outcomes of the Civil Society deliberations during the Continental Conference on Accelerating Africa’s Integration and Development in the 21st century held in Accra Ghana from the 29-30 June 2007. Over 150 men and women from 100 organizations in 30 countries across Africa and the Diaspora extensively discussed the proposal to establish African Union Government which was going to be the major agenda item during the just ended African Union Heads of States 9th Ordinary Summit in Accra Ghana. You will also find at the bottom some links to very interesting reading.
During the just ended AU 9th Ordinary Summit in Accra Ghana, the major debate was on the formation of  Union Government for Africa, moving towards the United States of Africa.  There were divided camps with those like the Libya president wanting to form the United States of Africa with speed and some like President Mbeki, Robert Mugabe expressing strongly that there is need to strengthen the Regional Economic Communities first (SADC, ECOWAS, COMESA etc) so that they can become building blocks for the Union Government. No concrete decision has been made as yet. But what is clear is that there is a gradual move towards the ultimate, which is the United States of Africa, with a Union Government. The challenge for us as civil society organizations is whether after the formation of the Union Government CSOs will have a channel for our voice to be heard. Currently the AU has created the Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) as one of its organs. However, AU consultations with the ECOSOCC are required before the adoption of assembly decisions. 

The idea of the Union Government was extensively debated by the CSOs who attended the Pan- African conference prior to the AU Summit. Generally CSOs welcomed the opportunity of the Grand Debate to decide on the next steps for the acceleration of political and economic unification of the African continent. There were strong expressions that Union Government must be a people’s Union and must be built on values of participation and democracy it its construction and implementation at continental, regional and national levels. Civil society organizations were quick to point out the major challenges that confront the continent at the moment. These include:

High levels of Poverty

Different languages

Different backgrounds and development levels

Globalization;
Despite these challenges, people wanted a united Africa and meaningful engagement in the grand debate. The need for strengthening the African Union was strongly emphasized. CSOs strongly expressed the need for the acceleration of the establishment of people’s freedom of movement within Africa.

There were views given that the majority of the countries’ populations are small; making it difficult to produce to a magnitude that can reduce poverty, a shift to continental planning could be a welcome move. However, there were counter views that our governments are characterized by lack of good governance, human rights abuses, abuse of national resources, bringing in scepticism that moving towards a Union Government will not necessarily bring about development to Africa.   It was strongly emphasized that our Heads of states should note that CSOs are not endorsing another union of the elites but a union of the African people, where decisions will be made with the people as the core for that development. To that end, Union Government should not be viewed as a panacea for Africa’s challenges. State leaders were therefore urged not to put national freedom/political freedom, above social freedom. Sentiments were raised that there could be danger of creating a unity of the elite that is not poised on a social base. Tinkering with the structuring of state is only one part and the other is dealing with the primary drivers of a behaviour of corruption, selfishness, lack of good governance etc. There is therefore need to move away from the fundamental weakness of adopting an institutional approach to the union Government. 
CSOs generally agreed that the African people are ready to move towards a United States of Africa whereas our governments are not. For the African people, a United States of Africa would give them freedom of movement and opportunities for development. The Big question was why our governments are not ready. The general feeling was that they want to guard their sovereignty and not the sovereignty of the people. To this end, Union of African people should not be viewed as being synonymous with Union of Governments.

The CSO conference produced a Communiqué for the Heads of States. Here are some of the highlights of this communiqué: 

1.0 A democratic and participatory Union
1.1 The African Parliament should be given a mandate to establish an expert group on elections to advise, after consultations with national electoral bodies, on the legal, operational and financing modalities for continental wide elections from 2009 onwards.

1.2 Adopt a decision that consultations with the Economic, Social and cultural Council (ECOSOCC) will be required before the adoption of Assembly decisions.

2.0 Implementation of existing policy and rights standards
2.1 There is an urgent need for the judicial structures of the AU to become functional and to ensure that member states can be held accountable to their commitments. Heads of States should ensure that the proposed protocol to establish a merged African Court of Justice and Human Rights is rapidly adopted and the court put in place.
3.0 African citizenship
3.1 Continental Government without citizenship is meaningless even for Heads of States. We call on the removal of all visa requirements for African citizens to travel across the continent as a first step towards a Protocol that enshrines the right to residence, work and movement. 
I hope we can all continue to engage other stakeholders in our countries and pursue this debate further and ultimately find ways of influencing our policy makers to make the right decisions that put us the people at the centre.

Below are links to more interesting reading.
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UNRISD Email Alerts
==================================

Keeping you up to date with what's new on the UNRISD Web site!

* The Politics of HIV/AIDS in Uganda (posted on 28 Jun 2007) 

This paper traces Uganda’s experience of HIV/AIDS, and the reaction of the government, civil society and communities of Uganda to the epidemic.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BE6B5/search/8B1F7F885210024DC12573070037D72F?OpenDocument

* UNRISD Researcher receives ILO award (posted on 19 Jun 2007)

On June 15, 2007 The International Labour Organization awarded its first annual Decent Work Research Prize to the eminent academic and specialist in social security and Professor, Carmelo Mesa-Lago, a Researcher with UNRISD, and to Nobel peace laureate and former South African President Nelson Mandela citing their contributions to improving the lives of people around the world.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BE6B5/search/160938B590D38B77C12572FF00488649?OpenDocument

* Routledge/UNRISD Research in Gender and Development (posted on 26 Jun 2007)

This new Routledge/UNRISD series engages with a wide range of contested issues—politics and governance, identity and conflict, welfare state and social policy reform, markets and macroeconomics, the care economy, migration and social rights—through a gender lens and with insights gained from feminist theory. The series is intended for scholars and students of gender studies, development studies, comparative politics and related disciplines. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BE6B5/search/549F45058B880F97C12573060047C713?OpenDocument 
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