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In this issue we focus on:

· The SADC Poverty Conference in Mauritius

· The upcoming  ICSW Global Conference in TOURS, France

 SADC Poverty Conference – Mauritius
The SADC International Conference on Poverty and Development was held in Mauritius from the 18-20 April. The SADC NGO Council in collaboration with our member organisation, Mauritius Council for Social Services (MACOSS), organised a pre-conference workshop for civil society from the 16-17 April.  The civil society workshop was useful in as much as it prepared civil society organisations to discuss in detail and come with positions regarding the different themes that the heads of States and government were to deliberate on during the main conference. The SADC Conference was a land mark because for the first time the participation of civil society organisations was fully integrated into the official process.  SADC fully acknowledged the important role played by civil society organisations in contributing towards development. The Conference provided an opportunity for civil society representatives to discuss development issues alongside their ministers and Heads of States. What became so apparent by this gesture was that when properly integrated, civil society organisations and governments can work together without much antagonism. The growing need for the development of civil society capacities to engage with governments, become more necessary in order to utilise this space more effectively.
The Conference acknowledged that poverty encompasses powerlessness, voiceless ness and vulnerability. Solutions therefore have to be at different levels, local, regional and continental. Several commissions were run and the input of civil society organisations was significant. Under one Commission that was looking at the Economic Impact of HIV & AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network (FANPAN) shared an interesting tool on vulnerability. You can access their studies at URL:www.fanpan.org. More information can be found on www.sadcreview.com
The conference was attended by most of our National Member Organisations (Category A) members from each of the SADC countries. It therefore gave us an opportunity to discuss briefly ICSW-related issues.  

The 33rd ICSW Global Conference, TOURS – France

The preparations for the 33rd ICSW Global Conference are at their final stages. For those of the members in the SADC region, It emerged during Poverty Conference in  Mauritius that some members will be attending the CIVICUS conference Scotland  ending just a week before our Global Conference in Tours. Arrangements were therefore made to get some of these members to proceed to Tours. I would like to acknowledge the hard work by the Executive Director, Denys Correll for sourcing funding to ensure that some of our members do attend the conference. Interestingly donor apathy is not only a challenge facing NGOs in the global south, so Denys’s efforts are greatly appreciated. The Tours conference is also significant in that a new Executive Committee will be elected. Mr. Charles Abbey from Ghana and current Regional President for West & Central Africa and Mr. Christian Rollet Regional President for the French Committee on Social Welfare are standing for the position of Global President. I am aware that all National Member Organisations (Category A) members have been requested to cast their votes. It is my hope that you will take the opportunity and exercise your voting right.
Wishing you well in the efforts you make towards improving the lives of our communities.
The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.


Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
Newsletter Editor: Judith Kaulem – Regional President East and Southern Africa
ICSW Regional Presidents’ Contact Details:
Mrs Judith Kaulem

Executive Director 

Poverty Reduction Forum

Trust

Institute of Development Studies

University of Zimbabwe

P.O.Box MP 167

Harare

Zimbabwe

 Email: jkaulem@prf.org.zw;jkaulem@yahoo.com
Tel: +263 (4) 307907 Direct

Regional President:
Judith Kaulem
PAGE  
Page 1
East and Southern Africa Regional Newsletter

