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In this issue we focus on:

· The upcoming SADC Poverty Conference in Mauritius

· The upcoming  ICSW Global Conference in TOURS, France

I hope you started off the New Year well.  I am sure you have been reading about our never-ending challenges in Zimbabwe. It has been terribly difficult to communicate due to persistent power cuts and failing network systems.

 

SADC Poverty Conference – Mauritius

The preparations for the SADC Poverty Conference are at an advanced stage. The SADC-CNGO has stepped up its efforts to ensure that as CSOs we are well prepared for the conference. I hope that those of us who were able to attend the civil society consultative workshop organized for the 7-9 February put our best into making it a successful workshop and were able to put our advocacy issues in place. It is my hope therefore that most of us in the SADC will be in Mauritius for the Poverty Conference. Roselyn and I will be attending and hope to meet with most you. We also hope to share with you during the conference the workshop report from our October 2007 workshop in Mauritius. It is unfortunate that it has taken slightly longer for us to have the report together for distribution. Hopefully we can have time to reflect on the report and also chat our way forward.

The 33rd ICSW Global Conference, TOURS – France

The Second Announcement for the ICSW Global Conference in TOURS has been posted.  I do hope that you have been receiving the communication.  If not please visit their website on www.icsw2008.org/en.  The Global Conference provides such an invaluable experience for networking with our colleagues in the global North and sharing experiences. May I therefore kindly urge you to make plans to attend?  When you visit the website you will realize there is provision for running workshops which is space that will avail you an opportunity to showcase the work that you do as contribution to development. I would therefore urge you to take advantage of the time frame between now and the conference and explore possible ways for getting sponsorship to attend the conference.

Some useful reading

http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper43.pdf/
Interesting comment on social transfers.

http://www.wanhenga.net/index.php/views/comments_view/social_transfers_donnt_let_the_best_be_the_enemy_of_the_good/
The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.


Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

Newsletter Editor: Judith Kaulem – Regional President East and Southern Africa
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