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In this issue:
Develop quote

ECOWAS – ICSW Collaboration

Africa – Asia NGOs Make Recommendations to TICAD IV and G8 Summit, Japan, 2008

Press Release, Brussels

Development quote: “You cannot develop people. You must allow people to develop themselves”. Julius Nyerere, First President of Tanzania. The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID

ECOWAS – ICSW Collaboration

ICSW makes submission at historic ECOWAS Conference of Social Affairs Ministers, Nigeria, and calls for Economic Development Programmes to be Integrated with Social Development. Please see www.icsw.org
 Africa – Asia NGOs Make Recommendations to TICAD IV Conference and G8 Summit, Japan, 2008
The Executive Director of African Development Programme, Mr. Charles Abbey, also the ICSW Regional President for Central and West Africa was invited by Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Tokyo Civil Society Forum (TCSF) to participate in this important workshop. An earlier forum had taken place in Nairobi, Kenya, in September 2007. For more information, please see www.ticad-csf.net/blog/AAngo/aango_francais  and www.ticad-csf.net/blog/AAngo
VOICES OF AFRICAN AND JAPANESE CIVIL SOCIETY TOWARDS TICAD IV
Preamble
We African, Japanese and other Asian civil society organizations, meeting in Hiroo, Tokyo, Japan, 24th -26th October 2007,

Acknowledge that on average Africa has been experiencing positive economic growth, we however further recognize that these positive developments are yet to translate into full benefits for all the peoples of Africa,

Considering that African peoples and societies continue to bear the burden of poverty resulting from trade injustices, social inequalities and the debt burden.

And aware that African peoples and societies still experience political and governance challenges, conflict, environmental degradation, climate change; as well as marginalization of groups such as women, indigenous peoples, differently-abled persons and people living with HIV and AIDS;

Acknowledging that the institutional capacity of civil society organizations on the continent needs to be substantially enhanced;

Realizing that despite the tremendous steps taken, the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) face serious financing challenges,

Convinced that by working together in the spirit of solidarity, equality, mutual accountability and responsibility we are determined to redress this state of affairs;

We therefore present our concrete suggestions and actionable recommendations to the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD) and its stakeholders with a plea to quickly move from mere policy proposals and pronouncements to action based on genuine and equal partnerships among all concerned stakeholders. 

Guided by genuine concerns for:

People centred; ownership and bottom-up approaches 
Community empowerment for sustainable impact
Capacity enhancement for governments and CSOs
Involvement of CSOs throughout TICAD as equal partners 

Round Table on Social Protection Calls for Action Against Chronic Poverty
PRESS RELEASE, 17 October 2007 – Brussels
On the International Anti-Poverty Day, 17 October, a broad coalition of non-governmental development organizations called on the EU decision-makers to STAND UP AGAINST POVERTY by supporting integrated social protection programmes. Policy-makers from the EU institutions and member states, African Union, South African government, UNICEF and ILO welcomed this initiative at a Round Table event organized in Brussels.

Up to 420 million people continue to live in abject and chronic poverty. Even if the Millennium Development Goal of halving extreme poverty and hunger by 2015 is met, there will still be hundreds of millions of people who continue to live below the poverty line. These people are in need of social protection measures directly targeted to them – reaching out to women, older people, children, persons with disabilities and persons with HIV and AIDS. 

Ms. Lillian Okwirry, Country Director of Plan International Malawi, said “Malawians are more vulnerable today as the ability to cope has declined due to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. A framework for social protection has been developed but with little consultation with those who really need it. The governments must have civil society on board… it is the civil society that can hold the government to account.”

“We are committed to making poverty history”, stated Mr. Richard Howitt, MEP. “I am deeply proud of EU’s commitment to development, but in the past this has been too invisible…I pledge to take the outcome of this event forward in the European Parliament.”

The Round Table called development aid donors to lend their active support to the Livingstone Call for Action of 13 African countries, who in March 2006 made a strong commitment to social protection in their national policies and called international commitment to developing social protection in the countries. The civil society coalition came forward with the following recommendations among others:

Explicit reference to and political support for the development of social protection and social assistance schemes in the joint EU-Africa Strategy to be agreed at the Lisbon summit in December 2007.

· Joint high-level statements on the role of social protection in EU development policy. These statements could include a Communication from the European Commission, Resolution from the European Parliament and Council Conclusions.

· In its development actions, the EU should strive to promote role of local civil society in designing and monitoring social protection systems and support the principle of local ownership of these systems.

· Greater coherence in EU messages on social protection: adoption and promotion of a broad and progressive view of social protection as a commitment to empowerment, human rights and social justice, though positive investment in people for social and economic development. 

These recommendations will be formally presented to EU Member States and the European Commission to take forward and bring into EC work on development cooperation and development policies. Mr. Luis Riera-Figueras, Director of Development Policy, the European Commission DG Development stressed that ‘There is no growth without social cohesion’ and that it was necessary to build on the progress made so far.
Ms. Margarida Ponte Ferreira, Chair of Council Working Group on Development Cooperation, said in closing: ‘We consider that we should pursue objective of poverty eradication beyond 2015, and we need to set a new date for this target. The Council has invited the Commission – and quite strongly I might add – to prepare a proposal on social protection for 2008. The invitation is still there and we are confident that the European Commission will respond to this desire expressed by the 27 EU member states.”

Press Contacts: Sharon Moynihan, Plan International, Sharon.Moynihan@plan-international.org tel. +44 (207) 482 9777; Sophie Beaumont tel+ 322 275 0085 email: sophie.beaumont@light-for-the-world.net 
Training/Networking

Students Partnership Worldwide (SPW), 17 Dean’s Yard, London, SW1P 3PB, England. www.teaching-abroad.co.uk SPW is an international development charity working in Africa and Asia.
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