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In this issue:

· Development Quotes from Just Associates and DfID, United Kingdom

· Advocacy matters

· Civil Society Organisations call for a rejection of EPAs

· Resource links

· International seminar, Switzerland

Development Quotes

“If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito” The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID

“When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion” Ethiopian proverb, quoted in Making Change Happen: Power. Just Associates, USA.

Advocacy Matters

“Advocacy is about using our voices, as part of the democratic process, to let people in powerful positions know what we think. It is using the freedoms we have to give a hearing to people who may not have those rights. Having a voice and knowing how to make ourselves heard is a form of power. Advocacy on behalf of the poor is a responsible way of using power which can, in time, foster circumstances where the poor will be heard in their own right”. The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID

Civil Society Organisations reject Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

Civil society organisations meeting in Accra, Ghana, during the 2007 Heads of State and Government Summit of the African Union have called on African governments to reject the EPAs.  

Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) are due to be concluded in December this year between Europe, the world’s biggest trading power, and the poor underdeveloped sub-regions of Africa, as well as the Caribbean and the Pacific group of islands. EPAs will create Free Trade Areas, giving full free entry to European goods, companies and management and professional personal into West African and other African sub-regional markets.

Thus the EPAs are the most important, immediate threat facing our economies and our peoples. The EPAs threaten:

· Increased and intensified export of our economic and natural resource wealth, and our skilled human resources 

· Collapse of our agriculture, industries and services sector 

· Disruption and worsening of our basic social services such as health, water and education   

· Destruction of the livelihoods of millions of our poorest and most vulnerable populations 

· Greater inequality in all aspects of our lives. Social groups that already experience systematic discrimination – in particular Women - will suffer the worst and the most.     

“The EPAs (of Europe) will do to Africa what the African Growth and Opportunities Act (AGOA) of the United States of America is doing to Africa”, remarked a civil society leader.

Resources link

Jubilee Debt Campaign (JDC)

The Grayston Centre, 28 Charles Square, London, N1 6HT  www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk
JDC is the UK’s campaigning successor to Jubilee 2000 and Drop the Debt – a coalition of regional groups and national organisations whose focus is on changing UK government policy on debt and influencing the policies of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID
Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR)

Unit 3, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London, N1 7BJ, UK www.ciir.org
CIIR, through its skill share programme, International Cooperation for Development (ICD), places skilled professionals with local organisations and some government departments in developing countries. The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID
International Seminar

“Children in street situations. Prevention, intervention, rights-based approach.”

Dates : October 16th to 20th
Venue : Institut Universitaire Kurt Boesch, Bramois (Sion, Switzerland)

More information on : http://www.childsrights.org/html/site_en/index.php?c=for_sem 

The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.
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