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· ICSW Launches New Website
· African Union Summit. Accra Declaration, July 2007 
· Resource links

Development Quotes

“It is the feathers that make the bird look ‘big and beautiful’ Pluck the feathers and what remains is a ‘small’ bird”. Free translation of a Ghanaian proverb which means that it is the people around a leader who assist and support him/her that make him/her “big”. Lesson: Be appreciative of and be careful not to pluck the “feathers”.

“If Africa could increase its share of world trade by just 1 percent it would generate five times more income than the continent receives in aid and debt relief”. The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID, United Kingdom

Ending Poverty: What can we do?

“One way to speed up progress towards a better world is if individuals and communities, in developing and developed countries, realize that the means of defeating poverty is also in their own hands. If ordinary people take up the cause and make their voices heard (by whatever means they can), governments, however blinded by their own agendas, can be badgered into tackling the root causes of poverty”. The Rough Guide to a Better World, DfID

ICSW Launches New Website

On behalf of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW), I am pleased to announce that the new ICSW website www.icsw.org went live in early August 2007. Please check out for ICSW activities at the United Nations, Regional Economic Blocs, and the upcoming ICSW 33rd Global Conference in France. 

African Union Summit. Accra Declaration, July 2007 

The Assembly of the Union, meeting at its 9th Ordinary Session in Accra, Ghana from 1 to 3 July 2007:

Hereby declare as follows:
1. There is a need to accelerate the economic and political integration of the African continent, including the formation of a Union Government for Africa. 

2. The ultimate objective of the African Union is to create the United States of Africa. 

3. We reiterate our earlier decision on the rationalisation and strengthening of the Regional Economic Communities and the harmonisation of their activities so as to lead to the creation of an African Common Market, through the stages set in the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community (Abuja Treaty), with a reviewed and shorter timeframe to be agreed upon in order to accelerate the economic integration. 

4. We agree on the roadmap to attaining the Union Government as follows: 

· To conduct immediately, an Audit of the Executive Council in terms of Article 10 of the Constitutive Act, the Commission as well as the other organs of the African Union in accordance with the Terms of Reference adopted by the 10th Extraordinary Session of our Executive Council held in Zimbali, South Africa on 10 May 2007. 

· To commission detailed studies on the following: 

· identification of the contents of the Union Government concept and its relations with national governments 

· identification of domains of competence and the impact of its establishment on the sovereignty of member states 

· definition of the relationship between the Union Government and the Regional Economic Communities 

· elaboration of a roadmap and timeframe for establishing the Union Government 

· identification of additional sources of financing the activities of the Union. 

5. The outcome of the studies will be submitted to a Committee of Heads of State and Government which will make appropriate recommendations to the next ordinary session of our Assembly. 

6. We agree on the importance of involving the African peoples, including Africans in the Diaspora, in the processes leading to the formation of the Union Government. 

Resource Links

Commonwealth Foundation Launches New Website
The Commonwealth Foundation is pleased to announce that it has launched a new website to help bring information to its stakeholders in a clear, concise and interactive way.
 
The new website www.commonwealthfoundation.com has all the latest news and developments from the Foundation’s three programme areas as well as a number of new features.
 
Grant applications can now be made online making our grant making programme more accessible than ever.  Podcasts are available to listen to and showcase a diverse range of our work. You can join in a discussion forum or enter the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize or the Arts and Crafts competition online. You can find out all the latest information on the Commonwealth People’s Forum and from August 1 you will be able to register for the event through the website.
 

Skillshare International

126 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 7JA, United Kingdom. www.skillshare.org
Skillshare International works for sustainable development in partnership with the people and communities of Africa and Asia.

The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.


Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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