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Accra meeting on Aid Effectiveness 
The Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF 3) will be held in Accra, Ghana in early September 2008. The HLF 3 builds on previous high level international meetings, most notably the 2003 Rome HLF which highlighted the issue of harmonisation and alignment, and the 2005 Paris HLF which culminated in  the endorsement of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness by over 100 signatories from partner governments, bilateral and multilateral donor agencies, regional development banks, and international agencies.
ICSW has prepared a paper entitled Can Aid be Effective without Civil Society? The Paris Declaration, the Accra Agenda for Action and Beyond. The paper is the ICSW contribution to the ongoing discussion and debate surrounding aid effectiveness and the role of civil society in development.  It has been prepared for the High-level Forum in Accra.  The intended audience for the paper includes all actors in the realm of aid effectiveness.  
The paper aims to add to future aid discussions and inform ICSW members about the past and present state of aid effectiveness.  It includes a summary of events and issues that are pertinent to fully understanding the dialogue surrounding the Paris Declaration and the Accra Agenda.  Many of the events and issues summarised have been the centre of great debate and the subject of numerous publications.  

The dialogue and rhetoric on aid effectiveness is constantly changing.  Positively, this means that aid effectiveness is an active policy area and a sphere in which diverse actors are demanding progress.  This means that while contemplating the current state of aid effectiveness, we must also look to the future developments.  
The Paris Declaration was seen by many as an attempt to revolutionise international aid by combining the concepts of country ownership and accountability.  However, the resulting Declaration has been criticised by civil society organisations (CSOs) as ignoring the unique and essential role of civil society in executing the principles of the Declaration. CSOs’ discussions up to this point have been productive and have resulted in changes to the Accra Agenda for Action.  While the Accra Forum is a time to discuss which of CSOs’ criticisms have been taken into account and which remain unrecognised or unresolved, it is also an opportunity for CSOs to step back and consider the larger picture.  In doing so we analyse not only the directions of current policies but also the next steps for civil society. The ICSW paper can be found at Top News on the ICSW website www.icsw.org
UN’s Affordable Pricing Policy for Publications
The UN has introduced a new three-tier pricing policy for its publications sold in developing, least developed and developed countries.  While prices in developed countries will continue to be based on prevailing market conditions in those countries, the sale price in developing and least developed countries will be reduced by 50 per cent and 75 per cent, respectively.  The new pricing policy will apply both to print publications as well as PDF versions sold online.  For instance, the print edition of the Yearbook of the United Nations, which costs $175, would be available at half and one quarter the price, depending upon the country where it is sold.

For information on the new three-tier pricing initiative, please contact Gundega Trumkalne trumkalne@un.org, or Vlad Vitkovski vitkovskiv@un.org.

New IPC Publications
Title: Cash Transfers – Lessons from Africa and Latin America
Editors: Degol Hailu and Fabio Veras Soares Series: Poverty in Focus # 15 
In this issue of the Poverty in Focus a collection of articles discuss lessons learnt from conditional and social cash transfer programmes implemented in Africa and Latin America. Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCPovertyInFocus15.pdf 
New IPC Online Resource 
IPC has a new section on its website: Poverty Networks. This new resource brings together web-based platforms that share development-related publications and initiatives. IPC’s collaborating networks are accessible on this website.  

Click here to access the Poverty Networks website: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/povnet/ 

New IPC “One Pagers”
Title: Why is Africa Constrained from Spending ODA? 

Author: Terry McKinley argues that ODA should enable fiscal policies to become more expansionary.  Monetary policies should also support such fiscal expansion to undertake the public investment needed to reach the MDGs. Series: One Pager No. 34 Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager34.pdf 
Title: Can all Cash Transfers Reduce Inequality?   
Authors: Sergei Soares and Eduardo Zepeda Series: One Pager No. 36
This One Pager explains why the Conditional Cash Transfer programmes of Brazil and Mexico have reduced inequality, while Chile’s programme failed to do so.
Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager36.pdf 
Title: Growing Pains’: Key Challenges for New Conditional Cash Transfer Programmes in Latin America Authors: Fabio Veras Soares and Tatiana Britto  
Series: One Pager No. 44 (In French, English, Spanish and Portuguese) 
The authors, Fabio Veras Soares and Tatiana Britto, address the key challenge of ‘exit door’ strategies for CCT programmes, particularly in countries such as El Salvador and Paraguay, which have less financial and institutional capacities than Brazil and Mexico. While acknowledging that such features can help enhance political support for CCTs, they maintain that early ‘exit’ of beneficiaries is inconsistent with the longer-term objective of human-capital accumulation. Moreover, such programmes should evolve, ideally, into permanent features of these countries’ general social-protection strategies.

Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager44.pdf 
Title: Which Poverty Line? A Response to Reddy Author: Martin Ravallion Series: One Pager No. 53 (In French, English, Spanish and Portuguese) 

The author responds to a recent IPC One Pager. He reaffirms the importance of the "$1 or $2 a day" measurements in estimating poverty. Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager53.pdf
Title: A Consistent Measure of Real Poverty: A Reply to Ravallion  
Author: Thomas Pogge Series: One Pager # 54 (In French, English, Spanish and Portuguese) The author contributes to the lively debate on poverty measurement. He argues that a-dollar-a-day calculations are not sufficient to inform policy.
Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager54.pdf 
Title: Equitable Access to Basic Utilities: Who will Guarantee it?    
Authors: Degol Hailu  Series: One Pager # 55    Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager55.pdf
Title: What Do We Mean by “Feminization of Poverty”? 
Authors: Marcelo Medeiros and Joana Costa Series: One Pager # 58  
The authors define the feminization of poverty as a change in poverty levels that is biased against women or female-headed households. This definition provides a simple but effective tool for conducting policy analysis. Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager58.pdf 
Title: A Global Realignment by 2020: U.S. Decline, Emerging Economies Rise
Authors: Francis Cripps and Terry McKinley Series: One Pager # 63
Title: The Global Benefits and Losses from the U.S. Recession and Recovery Package Authors: Francis Cripps and Terry McKinley Series: One Pager # 62
In these two papers, the authors analyse the impact on the global economy of rising oil prices, a falling dollar and a U.S. economic downturn. By 2020 there will be a major realignment of the global economy. The U.S. will experience further economic decline. China, India and Brazil will continue to grow. Non-energy producing countries in sub-Saharan Africa would fare the worst. Income per capita would fall by 1.2 per cent per annum.
New IPC Monthly Newsletter 

IPC is publishing a new monthly Newsletter on Brazil-Africa Cooperation Programme on Social Protection. Featured topics: Social Protection in Ghana, Investing in Social Protection in Africa, related seminars and publications. Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/publications/cct/brazil/news_eng.pdf
Publications on Gender Equality 
Social Justice and Gender Equality: Rethinking Development Strategies and Macroeconomic Policies 

The contributors to this edited volume explore the effects of various development and associated macroeconomic policies on women's well-being and progress towards gender equality. Detailed analyses of major UN reports on gender reveal the different approaches to assessing absolute and relative progress for women and the need to take into account the specifics of policy regimes when making such assessments. The book argues that neoliberal policies, especially the liberalisation of trade and investment, make it difficult to close gender wage and earnings gaps, and new gender sensitive policies need to be devised. These and other issues are all examined in more detail in several gendered development histories of countries  

from Latin America and Asia. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/AF2C4BEB1E1ABE4AC12574A3002D3594?OpenDocument
Global Perspectives on Gender Equality: Reversing the Gaze

The Nordic countries have long been seen as pioneers in promoting gender equality. The book, edited by Naila Kabeer and Agneta Stark with Edda Magnus, brings together scholars from the global South and post-socialist economies to reflect on Nordic approaches to gender equality. The contributors to the book seek to explore from a comparative perspective the vision, values, policies, mechanisms, coalitions of interests and political processes that help to explain Nordic achievements on gender equality. While some contributors explore the Nordic experience through the prism of their own realities, others explore their own realities through the Nordic prism. By cutting across normal geographical boundaries, disciplinary boundaries and the boundaries between theory and policy, this book will be of interest to all 
readers with an interest in furthering gender equality.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/4ACDAAF24B61A143C1257463003F006F?OpenDocument
The content of this Global Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. Views do not necessarily represent policies of ICSW.
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