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Southern African Development Community – Council of Non-Governmental Organisations 3rd Forum 
ICSW delegates participated in the 3rd SADC Civil Society Forum held in August in Lusaka, Zambia.   After the Forum SADC Council of NGOs General Secretary Abie Ditlhake commented that the Forum clearly demonstrated the desire by civil society to engage with SADC processes and take responsibility for their destiny. There were 300 registered delegates at the forum which was about 150 more than expected. 

Mr Ditlhake said that civil society has begun a process of asserting their rights as citizens of the region. There are major challenges ahead to achieve the main objectives of the SADC CNGOs. The Forum achieved its objectives and in particular united civil society efforts to work together. In addition to the outcomes of the two previous forums the Council has a full agenda for this year leading to the 2008 Forum in South Africa. 
Denys Correll Executive Director ICSW presented a paper on Working together with Regional Apex Organisations and Lessons/messages of support from other regions. The paper covered 
· Global economics and social policy;

· Copenhagen and beyond

· Moving from global to regional development

· National and regional economics and social policy;

· The current reality of civil society intervention in national and regional policies
· Regional Social Policy agendas

· Lessons from other regions

· Civil society influence in regions

· Possibilities for Cooperation

The full paper can be found at http://www.icsw.org/
Zimbabwe was a main issue for Forum delegates. Cephas Zinhumwe, Chief Executive Officer of the ICSW member in Zimbabwe, the National Association for Non-Governmental Organisations (NANGO) wrote after the Forum: “In spite of Zimbabwe being clearly in doldrums, SADC Heads of States have been disappointingly lethargic in their responses. In fact, SADC has consistently believed the Zimbabwe story as told by the ruling party. Consequently only quiet diplomacy premised on the principles of non-interference, culminating in Mbeki believed talks between the two major political parties in Zimbabwe is all there is to talk about.”
“Convinced that the Zimbabweans true story needs to be told to the SADC region by other independent voices, NANGO being the umbrella and voice of NGOs in Zimbabwe facilitated the participation of various civil society organizations at the SADC-CNGO Civil Society Forum. The main objectives for NANGO in sending a delegation to Zambia were to raise awareness on the real situation on the ground, the depth of economic collapse and extent of human rights and political challenges in the country with a view to mobilize solidarity from counterparts in the region.”
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UNESCO takes a lead on social development 
In July Ministers of Social Development from 19 countries met in Paris during the 8th session of the Intergovernmental Council of the UNESCO programme on Management of Social Transformations (MOST). Denys Correll Executive Director represented ICSW at the meeting. Under the rules of UNESCO Mr Correll was able to contribute to discussion as an observer. 
Participants included Ministers from Argentina, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Malaysia, Montenegro, Morocco, Pakistan, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, St Lucia, Syria, Uganda, Venezuela and officials from many other countries. The participants shared their experiences on linkages that can be created between social science research and policy development. The aim is to strengthen the capacity of governments to act effectively for the welfare of their citizens and social development in their countries.
With the exception of Greece, it was disappointing that Ministers holding positions on the Intergovernmental Council from the global North were very obviously absent from the meeting in Paris. 
As a result of the debates, a common observation emerged: it is necessary and urgent to strengthen the dialogue between social science research and policy development, and to involve civil society representatives in order to face the challenges generated by globalization.
At the opening session, on Monday July 16, UNESCO Director General, Koichiro Matsuura, underlined that the UNESCO “MOST Programme has made a specific effort to support multi-partite networks at sub-regional and regional level with a view to producing policy-relevant knowledge under its priority themes”. (Click here for information on the MOST program)

During the debates, Pierre Sané, Assistant Director General of UNESCO for Social and Human Sciences, emphasized that “for too long, social policies have been unilaterally imposed to developing countries by external organizations such as the World Bank. These politics were the same every where and for every country”.
Johan Schölvinck Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development at the UN made some very interesting points. He said “social policy is also about redistribution, social justice and the regulation of market institutions and social structures that may be required to alter the natural and unequal outcomes of economic activity”. “The internal “weight” of social ministries within the government is very important, but sometimes they have difficulties in making their voice heard”
As a result of this meeting, the 35 members of the MOST Intergovernmental Council, in the framework of which the ministerial roundtable was held, agreed on several recommendations to be forwarded to the UNESCO General Conference to be held in October 2007.

Among other recommendations members stressed that the Millennium Development Goals will not be reached without strengthening dialogue between researchers and social policies, and urged all member states to accelerate the implementation of the MOST National Liaison Committees.
It was particularly pleasing to see in the recommendation on the Millennium Development Goals that the Goals should be pursued through intensified regional effort and through a better integration of economic and social policies. 

The recommendations to UNESCO include two that relate to civil society. The wording (to be confirmed) is Governments, policy makers and the international community are encouraged to support social science research through adequate funding and to engage social science and civil society communities in policy dialogues on research strategies, priorities, methodologies and results while respecting academic freedom and In recognition of the increasing need to improve policy formulation, the MOST Programme should continue to concentrate on the improvement of the relation between policy-making and social science research, promote social science research that feeds into policy agendas and seek civil society and community groups’ contribution to the nexus at national, regional and international levels. 

What does this mean for civil society? Denys Correll observed that there was a commitment by Ministers for Social Development to engage with civil society. Already ICSW has received an invitation from the Economic Community of West African States to speak on defining social development at their forthcoming meeting of Ministers and experts on Social Affairs. MOST is committed to strengthening the cooperation with regional groups of social development ministers. In some countries there are new moves to open dialogue with civil society and researchers. Morocco is one example where discussions have begun. ICSW and civil society should participate in these initiatives. 

Johan Schölvinck’s point on social ministries is important. Civil society has a role to support these ministries in the economic and fiscal debates within government.  

Japan and African Civil Society 
Kumi Naidoo, CIVICUS Secretary-General reported in his recent newsletter that he met with Sayaka Funada Classen Vice-Chair of TICAD Civil Society Forum (TCSF), which is actively engaged in the TICAD IV (Tokyo International Conference on African Development) process. The TICAD IV conference will take place in late May 2008 and will serve as a key event leading up to Japan's G8 summit in July 2008. 
According to their website, the TICAD Civil Society Forum (TCSF) is a non-profit organisation established in July 2004. Its main mission is to deliver the voices of civil society and grassroots of Africa to Japanese policy makers and citizens. TCSF aims to improve Japan’s policy to Africa and to contribute to the betterment of the livelihoods of ordinary and poor people in Africa. To achieve this goal, TCSF has conducted several activities including a review and analysis of Japan’s policy, advocacy and publicity, and the holding of seminars in and outside of Japan. 
In the course of discussions with Sayaka Funada Classen she stressed that Japanese civil society was keen to create space for African civil society voices to be heard directly. She is keen to ensure that Japanese civil society plays a role to ensure that southern voices in general and African voices in particular are the ones that are predominant in the activities planned for next year’s G8 in Japan. She said that it was critically important for civil society to be able to deal with the contradictions that exist between north and south, if we want our governments to change. 
National Development Strategies Policy Notes

The UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs has produced an extremely useful and comprehensive set of Policy Notes to guide National Development Strategies. The notes cover: (i) Macroeconomics and Growth, (ii) Financial Policies, (iii) SOE Reform, (iv) Investment and Technology Policy, (v) Trade Policy, and (vi) Social Policy 
  
The UN DESA Policy Notes provide practical guidance on how to operationalise equitable and employment-generating policies in each subject, following the applied style of widely used toolkits, complementing them by presenting uncovered and/or alternative development topics. 

The Policy Notes have been developed in cooperation with UN agencies. They have been officially reviewed by distinguished academics/development specialists including the Nobel 

Laureate Joseph Stiglitz. (More in the long version of this newsletter at http://www.icsw.org/publication/gnl.htm) The policy notes can be found at 

http://esa.un.org/techcoop/policynotes.asp

ICSW Europe Conference Equal Opportunities for Individuals, Groups and Nations
The European Region conference on “Equal Opportunities for Individuals, Groups and Nations” was organised by the International Council on Social Welfare – European Region and Vilnius University in June, 2007. The papers from the conference can be found at http://www.icsw.org/region/e.htm
Newsletter of the International Association of Schools of Social Work 
The International Association of Schools of Social Work now has an electronic newsletter which can be found on their website http://www.iassw-aiets.org/
Conferences

2007 North East Asia Regional Conference of ICSW

Host: Korea National Council on Social Welfare 

Dates: 22nd to 24th October 2007

Venue: Busan, Korea (Paradise Hotel in Busan & Nurimaru APEC House)

Theme: “Issues and Challenges for Cultural Diversity in North East Asia”

Sub themes: International Marriage, Migrant Workers, Interracial Children and North Korean Defectors

Contact: kncsw@hotmail.com / kncsw-icsw@hanmail.net 


2008 ICSW 33rd Global Conference on Social Welfare 

Date: 30th June to 4th July 2008

Venue: Tours, France 

Contact Information: comite.service.francais@wanadoo.fr
This will be the 80th Anniversary of ICSW. The theme of the conference is Social Work, Social Protection and Social Development: Where have we been? Where are we going?

In the long version of this newsletter there are reports on many new publications.  
The content of this Global Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.
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