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From the editor

As editor I face a real dilemma each month. I keep the newsletter to four pages. (French and Spanish versions are a bit longer because of translation). 
This month I started with 20 pages of content. There is good information arriving in my in box each day which is of interest to those working in social welfare and social development. I have decided to keep the Global Cooperation to four pages so that it remains easy to read. I will however put a longer version in English on our web site (www.icsw.org – what’s new) for those who wish to keep up with new information. 

I send ICSW Regional Presidents information that is specific to their regions and they may include this in their regional newsletters. Regional newsletters exist in East and Southern Africa (French and English), Central and West Africa (French and English), South East Asia and the Pacific (English) and Europe (English). In the next month or so we will have a new website and you will be able to subscribe to regional newsletters as well as this global newsletter. 

Cooperation with International Association of Schools of Social Work and International Federation of Social Workers. 

Each year the Presidents and the Executive Directors of the three organisations meet to plan cooperative events. The main focus of our meeting in June this year was the 2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development: The Agenda. The conference will be held in December 2010 in Hong Kong and will be hosted by the national members of the IASSW, IFSW and ICSW. This is the first time in over a decade that the IASSW, IFSW and ICSW will come together in a joint conference.

While at our meeting in London we met with the “DeA: working for local government improvement” and the General Social Care Council (GSCC). 

In their summary of the meeting the DeA reported on their website that the social work profession is experiencing a worldwide resurgence. 

Social work has never been more relevant to the challenges of modern society worldwide, and people want to do the job. 

This was the conclusion of a discussion at a meeting of three international bodies that promote social work and social welfare:

· the International Federation of Social Workers 

· the International Association of Schools of Social Work 

· the International Council on Social Welfare

The event took place on 31 May 2007 and was jointly sponsored by IDeA and the General Social Care Council (GSCC). 

Welcoming delegates, Lynne Berry, Chief Executive of the GSCC, outlined her own work with regulators from 14 other countries. She reported a global interest in social care, and particular the movement of labour. The UK’s model of regulation is unique in its coverage of regulation, conduct and social work training. The forthcoming phased regulation of the entire 1.5 million social care workforces is an unprecedented undertaking.

There are 95,000 registered social workers and social work students in England. A minority of these work in local government. Although many work in the voluntary and private sectors, 10,000 are independent practitioners. Social work is now the equal tenth most popular profession for graduates, equal with medicine. This is an extraordinary transformation for a profession that has had a bad press in the past. Lots of social workers are coming to England to work, from over 80 countries in all. The top four are South Africa, Australia, USA and India.

The Department of Health’s recruitment campaign has brought 6,000 more social workers into the workforce. But the number of jobs requiring them has grown too, so demand is still exceeding supply. This situation of excess demand is seen around the world. Extraordinarily, Ethiopia’s new school of social work had 1,200 applications for 32 places this year and the government asked all 67 MPs to undertake the graduate programme.

What explains this resurgence? The international consensus was that the profession’s greatest strength is its flexibility – the way people can work effectively in different contexts, reflecting the diversity of human experience. 

Social workers are most valued because they are comfortable with complexity, with balancing conflicts of interest, and dealing with risk and uncertainty. In some parts of the world these skills are needed to deal with acute problems of poverty or the consequences of conflict or disease. In others, their exercise of judgment is most valued.

More information on the work of the international associations is set out at the bottom of this page.  
For more details on the General Social Care Council, visit its website 
This piece was written by Andrew Cozens of the IDeA. Published June 2007.
The International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) is a global organisation based in Berne, Switzerland. It works for social justice, human rights and social development through the development of social work, best practice and international cooperation between social workers and their professional organisations. 

The International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW) is an international community of schools of social work. It promotes education, training and research for the theory and practice of social work, the administration of social services and the formulation of social policies. The office of IASSW is located in the office of the President, Abye Tasse at Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

The International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) is an international non-governmental organisation working for social welfare, social justice and social development, working actively with the UN. The Secretariat is located in Utrecht, the Netherlands.

UN and Employment 

ICSW has regularly lobbied for employment to be restored to global targets for the alleviation of poverty. It was a key result of the World Summit for Social Development in 1995 but was dropped when the MDGs were created in 2000. We have heard that the Secretary General of the UN Ban Ki Moon will propose to this years General Assembly that “Full Employment” be added to the MDGs. ICSW welcomes this proposal and urges members of ICSW to lobby their governments to support the proposal in the General Assembly. ICSW’s position on Promoting full employment and decent work for all can be found at www.icsw.org under What’s New
World Economic and Social Survey 2007

The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs has released its latest annual flagship publication, World Economic and Social Survey 2007: Development in an Ageing World.

The complete publication is available on our website and can be accessed at http://www.un.org/esa/policy/wess .  Copies of the publication can also be ordered through the UN sales division at

https://unp.un.org/details.aspx?entry=E07WEP&title=World%2BEconomic%2BSituation%2Band%2BProspects%2B2007
Eighth Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting - Kampala Communiqué 
1. The 8th Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting (8WAMM) was held in Kampala, Uganda, from 11-14 June 2007. Delegations from 32 countries attended the meeting. The meeting was opened by H E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda. The keynote address was delivered by the Hon Luisa Dias Diogo, Prime Minister of Mozambique. 

2. The Meeting was chaired by the Hon Syda Bbumba, Minister of Gender, Labour and Social Development, Republic of Uganda. All delegations expressed their appreciation to the host Government for the hospitality and excellent conference arrangements for the meeting. 

3. Ministers commended the work of the Commonwealth Secretariat particularly the Gender Section in assisting countries in the implementation of the Commonwealth Plan of Action (PoA) for Gender Equality 2005-2015. 

4. Ministers acknowledged that increased investments in gender equality must be a priority to ensure sustained economic growth, the achievement of democracy, peace, security and development. 

5. Ministers expressed their concern that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which are seriously off-track are the ones based on the achievement of gender equality: improving maternal health and combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases, (MDGs 3, 5 and 6). 

6. Ministers emphasised that the timely implementation of the Commonwealth PoA for Gender Equality 2005-2015 requires adequate resources and the operationalisation of the Monitoring and Evaluation Framework, as agreed, will require full commitment by member countries of all governments. 

7. Ministers noted that substantially more effort is required to achieve gender equality as evidenced by the following statistics in Commonwealth countries: 

• Only five out of the 53 countries have achieved 30 per cent representation of women in national parliament; 

• 30 million children are not in primary school, the majority of those are girls; 

• 60 per cent of HIV and AIDS cases globally are in the Commonwealth, and a growing proportion are women and girls; 

• 300,000 maternal deaths per annum; and 

• Some Commonwealth countries are amongst those with the highest infant and maternal mortality rates. 

8. The Meeting discussed the following agenda items: 

• Tracking the Money for Gender Equality 

• National Women’s Machineries (NWMs) and Public Sector: Role in Financing Gender Equality 

Financing HIV and AIDS Interventions: Implications for Gender Equality 

• Investing in Gender Equality: Promoting Peace and Democracy. 

Tracking the Money for Gender Equality 
9. There were four Ministerial Roundtables on Aid Effectiveness; Gender Responsive Budgets (GRBs); Microfinance and Innovative Financing for Gender Equality; and Gender and Trade. Ministers’ conclusions from the Roundtables included: 

• the importance of developing indicators for tracking the money that is being 



allocated by governments and donors for gender equality and women’s 



empowerment; 

• the need to develop and enhance capacity for the implementation of GRBs. 



Finance Ministers must take the lead in implementing GRBs working 



closely with NWMs. Gender Audits and impact assessment must be 



undertaken by respective ministries; 

• the need to build women’s capacity to access markets, develop products and 



create an enabling environment for women to scale up their businesses to 



enter global markets. It is imperative that women participate in trade policy 


formulation and negotiations; and 

• the critical role of micro-finance and innovative financing for women’s 




empowerment and they called for the greater involvement of women in 



managing micro-finance. Given that there are good practices across the 



Commonwealth, they emphasised the sharing of lessons learned. 

National Women’s Machineries and Public Sector: Role in Financing Gender Equality 
10. Ministers stressed that strong NWMs are needed to achieve gender equality and underpin the achievement of wider social and economic goals. NWMs need authority and resources to be effective. 

11. Strong NWMs are important now, more than ever, to ensure that national development plans and new aid modalities reflect gender equality. Enhanced responsibility and accountability in the public and private sectors will ensure improved and equitable socio-economic outcomes. 


Financing HIV and AIDS Interventions: Implications for Gender Equality 
12. Gender inequalities lie at the heart of the HIV epidemic. Ministers called for strengthened national programmes on prevention, treatment, care and support, including ARV treatment, female condoms, microbicides, and research on HIV vaccine. 

13. Stigma, cultural and gender stereotyping contribute to women’s vulnerability to sexual and other forms of violence and decreases their ability to protect themselves and negotiate safer sex. This calls for a co-coordinated multisectoral response. 

14. The increased feminisation of HIV and AIDS requires enhanced and broader access to gender sensitive sexual and reproductive health services as well as dialogue between women and men, girls and boys. 

15. Women and girls bear the disproportionate costs of care yet lack rights to resources such as access to land, finance and information. Ministers emphasised the need to implement policies and commitments to address gender inequality in HIV and AIDS funding and programming. 

Investing in Gender Equality: Promoting Peace and Democracy 
16. Ministers recognised the uneven and slow progress in achieving the minimum 30 per cent target of women in leadership and decision-making at all levels, and urged governments to provide and implement appropriate laws and policies through constitutional and legislative reforms to achieve gender balance. 

17. They highlighted the critical importance of providing financing and voter education, in particular, for women, in order to promote and achieve inclusive democracy and good governance. 

18. Acknowledging the negative consequences and impact of conflicts on women and girls, Ministers strongly urge governments to provide resources to address the challenges in conflict and post-conflict situations, including Disarmament, Demobilisation, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR). 

19. Ministers noted that since women and girls bear the brunt of conflict, and also participate as combatants, the need for their involvement in peace negotiations and post-conflict management is critical. Thus, the Ministers urged governments to provide access to women to participate and be represented in these processes. 

20. Ministers agreed to the establishment of a Commonwealth Working Group on Gender, Peace and Security. 

Other Priority Issues 
21. Ministers raised other issues of concern which hinder the full and equal participation of women and impede the socio-economic development of Commonwealth countries. These include: 

Maternal mortality 
Ministers noted that it is within the grasp of Commonwealth countries to make major strides to reduce persistently high maternal mortality rates. 

Education of Girls 
Ministers highlighted the critical importance in investing in girls’ education. 

Violence against women and girls 
Ministers recognised that the on-going level of gender-based violence, most pronounced by male violence against women in Commonwealth countries, is both a shameful abuse of human rights and a significant barrier to positive economic and social outcomes. 

Partnership with Men 
Ministers noted that changing attitudes and mindsets, and working in partnership with men and boys is critical

. 

Dialogue with Partners 
22. Ministers acknowledged the substantive contributions of Commonwealth intergovernmental bodies, associations and civil society organisations who met under the auspices of the Partners Forum from 8-10 June at the same venue. 

23. Ministers further recognised that the challenge of prioritising gender equality can only be addressed effectively through coordinated action and genuine partnership with civil society. Ministers underscored the critical importance of empowering youth and providing resources to build their capacity to participate at all levels. 

24. Ministers viewed partners as a valuable source of human, financial and technical capability. They reaffirmed their commitment to collaborate with partners to improve co-ordination. 

Gender Architecture 
25. Ministers supported the creation of a strong, unified, independent and properly resourced UN entity for gender equality and women’s empowerment. 

Emerging Gender Issues 
26. Ministers noted that emerging issues as they relate to women, such as Climate Change, Migration, Digital Divide, Diversity and Disability, are matters to be considered when the Plan is reviewed in 2010.

Next Meeting 
27. Ministers warmly welcomed the offer of the Government of Barbados to host the Ninth Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting (9WAMM) in 2010. 

Commonwealth Secretariat 

Speke Resort & Conference Centre 

Munyonyo, Kampala, Uganda 

June 2007 

ICSW was represented at the Ministers’ meeting by Roselyn Nakirya, Programme Coordinator for ICSW based in Uganda.

Anti Corruption
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, the former finance minister and minister of foreign affairs of Nigeria, has called on the U.S. and other rich countries to pay greater attention to the ways in which their policies and practices undermine anti-corruption efforts in the developing world. 
Developing countries themselves must lead the fight against developing country corruption, she said. But rich countries, too, must consider how they sometimes "aid and abet" corruption that hurts poor people and costs developing countries billions of dollars. 

Okonjo-Iweala spoke at the second annual Sabot Memorial Lecture, which honors the memory of Richard "Dick" Sabot, a farmer, Internet pioneer, and development economist who was a founding member of the Center for Global Development (CGD) board of directors. 

"At the end of the day, developing countries need to take ownership of the fight against corruption themselves, as they can least afford to be corrupt given their resource constraints," she said. "A frontal assault on corruption requires a comprehensive strategy, as any piecemeal approaches may only serve to re-direct corruption to other sectors of the economy." 

As finance minister in Nigeria from 2003-2006, Okonjo-Iweala led the team that brokered Nigeria's historic $36 billion debt deal, Africa's largest debt relief package and the second largest debt relief package in the world after Iraq. She also instituted the practice of publishing in the newspapers each month the Nigerian federal government's allocations to Nigeria's states, using transparency to fight corruption. 

Okonjo-Iweala was named a TIME Magazine "Hero of the Year" in 2004, for her efforts to bring openness, transparency and accountability to government financing and operations. She received the Euromarket Forum Award for Vision and Courage in 2003 and is currently a distinguished visiting fellow with the Brookings Institution. 

More than 130 development policy practitioners and scholars attended the lecture in the Fred Bergsten Conference Center at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. Robert Zoellick, the U.S. nominee to become the next president of the World Bank, sat in the front row, taking careful notes. 

Also attending the lecture were members of the Sabot family, including Oliver Sabot, who spoke about his father's legacy of "gratitude and radical optimism;" Edward W. Scott, Jr., CGD co-founder and chairman of the board of directors; and CGD president Nancy Birdsall. 

Okonjo-Iweala said that there were four ways in which developed countries could support developing countries' fight against corruption. (See Okonjo-Iweala's prepared remarks.)  

First, she said, was to look beyond economic and financial corruption to consider political corruption--specifically the use of ill-gotten gains to fund elections. "If the West is serious about supporting multiparty democracy in developing countries, then why not look at the issue of campaign finance?" she said. Disclosure of campaign finances was an important step, but ultimately public financing of campaigns would be a better solution, she said. 

The second area is assisting in tracking and repatriating stolen funds that are laundered and hidden in rich world banks. In Nigeria, for example, from 1993 to 1998 the Sani Abacha regime looted and sent abroad an estimated $3 billion to $5 billion, much of it to Swiss banks. (Switzerland has since agreed to repatriate about $500 million of the frozen funds.) 

A third area, she said, is bribery prevention. Okonjo-Iweala cited Financial Times press reports that describe how an international consortium that included Kellogg, Brown and Root, the Halliburton subsidiary, obtained a lucrative $12 billion oil and gas project in Nigeria after hiring a "consulting" firm and discussing making payments of $180 million to the foreign accounts of Nigerian officials. "You can surmise that Nigerians collectively paid the price in terms of higher costs for this diversion of contract monies into private pockets,"” she said. 

Finally, she said, rich countries must set a good example. "The moral authority of developed countries in the battle against corruption is weakened when these countries condone corruption in their own countries, and yet expect developing countries to tackle corruption more severely," she said. 

"Giving kleptocrats in developing countries an opportunity to point to cases of corruption in the U.S. legislature, or with U.K. defense contracts, or with German manufacturers, truly undermines the fight against corruption in all our countries!" 

Okonjo-Iweala urged CGD to begin researching how rich countries can do a better job in supporting developing countries’ fight against corruption, particularly in the first area of political corruption. 

Birdsall thanked Okonjo-Iweala and said that the Center would do its best to make a substantive, practical contribution in this important area. 

 http://www.cgdev.org/content/general/detail/13938 - for the news item on corruption.

http://www.cgdev.org/doc/event%20docs/Ngozi%20Remarks.pdf – for the full text of the speech by Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala,

The Backlash against Civil Society in the Wake of the Long War on Terror (click on the title or http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/CCS/publications/cswp/cswp26_abstract.htm
London School of Economics – Center for Civil Society, April 2007, Jude Howell, Armine Ishkanian, Ebenezer Obadare, Hakan Seckinelgin, and Marlies Glasius. 

I highly recommend this short paper to readers of Global Cooperation. 

The euphoria which emerged in the late 1980s with the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the spread of democratic regimes has been replaced in recent years by a backlash against civil society. This has particularly intensified after “September 11” and the ensuing global ‘war on terror.’ This working paper examines the causes of the backlash against civil society, describes the manifestations of that backlash, and reflects upon the implications for the future. It considers how the growing prominence of security concerns and the concomitant expansion of counter-terrorist measures across the world threaten the spaces for civil society to flourish and act. It argues that while the manifestations of the backlash, may appear to be disparate, unconnected phenomena, on closer inspection it is clear that they are intricately intertwined

OECD on Health 

The health system is failing to deliver medicines and vaccines to combat the infectious diseases that plague tropical countries. What can be done? 

Innovation and poverty reduction were in the spotlight at the OECD High Level Forum on Medicines for Neglected and Emerging Infectious Diseases in Noordwijk-aan-Zee, 21 June 2007. The Forum recognised that the health innovation system is failing to deliver necessary medicines, vaccines and diagnostics to cure poor people, plagued with infectious diseases. This is compounding poverty. Policies and practices need to change.

Does the IMF Constrain Health Spending in Poor Countries? (Click on the heading or go to http://www.cgdev.org/content/general/detail/14100
Some critics argue that IMF programs in low-income countries unnecessarily limit health spending, hurting poor people. The IMF argues that its programs are designed to ensure the fiscal stability needed for poverty-reducing growth and that the IMF merely sets targets for overall spending, with countries themselves deciding what part of the total to allocate to health. A CGD working group chaired by visiting fellow David Goldsbrough has concluded that IMF influences on health spending are indirect but potentially significant. The report finds that IMF programs have often been too risk-averse; that the IMF board and management have not made sufficiently clear what is expected of IMF staff in exploring the macroeconomic consequences of alternative aid scenarios; and that wage bill ceilings have been overused and should be limited to situations when burgeoning payrolls threaten macroeconomic stability.

And more from the Centre for Global Development 

The Provision of Banking Services in Latin America: Obstacles and Recommendations 
http://www.cgdev.org/content/general/detail/13932

Access to financial services -- ranging from credit to the use of electronic means of payment -- is crucial for growth and poverty reduction. This new working paper by CGD senior fellow Liliana Rojas-Suarez tells why access to financial services is low in Latin America and suggests innovative solutions. Among the recommendations: public-private partnerships to improve financial literacy; training specialized juries to adjudicate financial disputes in ways that protect the rights of borrowers and creditors; and regulatory changes to speed the spread of technology offering financial services to low-income families and small firms. 

Raising Domestic Revenue for the MDGs: Why Wait until 2015? – One Pager # 39
The International Poverty Centre announces the publication of IPC One Pager #39, “Raising Domestic Revenue for the MDGs: Why Wait until 2015?” Its author, Terry McKinley, Acting Director of IPC, argues that this aspect of MDG financing has been neglected in favour of reliance on ODA. He presents evidence on slow average increases in revenue in 26 sub-Saharan African countries but highlights the success of several countries as examples of how progress could be accelerated—starting now, not after 2015.

Available online at: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager39.pdf 

Economic Policies, MDGs and Poverty – Training Module #1 on Fiscal Policies 

The International Poverty Centre launches its new research programme on “Economic Policies, MDGs and Poverty” with the publication of “Training Module #1 on Fiscal Policies”. This module seeks to provide the basic principles of a fiscal framework for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

The IPC research programme on “Economic Policies, MDGs and Poverty”, of which this Training Module is a part, encompasses macroeconomic and adjustment policies, and seeks to stimulate debate and broaden policy options for developing-country governments. It is based on a partnership with the Centre for Development Policy and Research of SOAS, University of London, which developed this Training Module.

The first Training Module is available at: 

· http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCTrainingModules1.pdf 

Economic Policies, MDGs and Poverty – Training Module # 2 - Monetary Policy
We announce the publication of “Training Module #2, Monetary Policy”. This module seeks to provide the basic principles of pro-poor monetary policies. It goes beyond the orthodox focus on macroeconomic stability and emphasises the role of monetary policy in fostering sustainable growth, equitable development and the attainment of the MDGs. 

· Available online at: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCTrainingModule2.pdf 

	This module follows “Training Module #1, Fiscal Policy” and will be followed later in July with the release of 

“Training Module #3, Financial Policy”. 

These modules are part of IPC’s new research and training programme on “Economic Policies, MDGs and Poverty”.
	





This programme seeks to broaden options and choices on macroeconomic and adjustment policies for developing-country governments. It is based on an active partnership with the Centre for Development Policy and Research of SOAS, University of London, which has developed Training Modules #1 and #2.

See a recent related IPC publication, “Expanding Decent Employment in Kenya: The Role of Monetary Policy, Inflation Control and the Exchange Rate”, IPC Country Study #6; and Chapter 6 of the full national report “Economic Policies for Growth, Employment and Poverty Reduction: Case Study of Zambia”.

IPC Research Programme on Cash Transfer and Social Protection
Listen (in Spanish) and read (both in English and Spanish) the new interviews available on the website of the IPC Research Programme on Cash Transfer and Social Protection. The interviews were made during the International Workshop on Experiences and Lessons Learned from Conditional Cash Transfer Programs in Latin American Countries. 

All interviews are available at: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/cct.htm 

- Milagros Pérez comments on the financial difficulties in expanding the cash transfer programmes in Nicaragua. She also discusses the creation of the Hambre Cero program and how it will be co-ordinated with the existing Red de Protección Social.

- Rita Combariza comments on the challenges facing the Colombian conditional cash transfer programme Familias en Acción in addressing its goal of incorporating the large cities. In particular, she discusses the difficulties in generating incentives for young students to finish their high school studies and the potential supply-side problems in the health sector.
- Milagros Pérez comenta las dificultades financieras para ampliar la cobertura del programa de transferencias monetarias condicionadas de Nicaragua, la Red de Protección Social. Ella también habla sobre la creación del programa Hambre Cero y como éste va a ser articulado con la Red de Protección Social.

- Rita Combariza comenta los grandes desafíos que el Programa Familias en Acción – el programa de transferencias monetarias condicionadas de Colombia va a enfrentar en su reto de avanzar sobre los grandes centros urbanos. En particular, ella discute las dificultades en generar incentivos para que los jóvenes terminen la secundaria y los problemas de oferta en el área de salud. 
Other IPC publications at: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/ipcpublications.htm
New from UNRISD

Las cumbres mundiales de las Naciones Unidas y la participación de la sociedad civil 

De acuerdo con los resultados de la investigación de UNRISD, las cumbres de las Naciones Unidas y los procesos conexos pueden tener repercusiones sumamente positivas—mas no siempre sostenibles—para la estructura de la sociedad civil, sus actividades de conformación de redes y sus labores de promoción de sus respectivas causas en los países donde se han efectuado tales eventos.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/A7BADC1C8494530EC12572E60034535A?OpenDocument

Les sommets mondiaux de l'ONU et l'engagement de la société civile 
Selon les recherches de l'UNRISD, les sommets de l'ONU et les processus qui s'y rattachent peuvent avoir des effets extrêmement positifs, mais pas toujours durables, sur la structure de la société civile, l’établissement de contacts entre organisations et le travail de sensibilisation dans les pays qui les accueillent.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/1DC4DE778FEB9239C12572E6003302AB?OpenDocument
The Rise and Development of the Global Debt Movement: A North-South Dialogue 

For decades, the debt issue has remained a front-runner—or perhaps even the front-runner—on the agendas of civil society organizations and movements throughout the world. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/2A35FE558DCA39A0C12572C9002F6D79?OpenDocument

Political Space for Non-Governmental Organizations in United Nations World Summit Processes 
The world conferences and summits held under the auspices of the United Nations have provided a new political space for involvement of non-governmental organizations (NGOs). http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/119D7568A3373C47C12572C900444EFF?OpenDocument
Social Policies in Small States 

Small states are more vulnerable (economically and environmentally), they also tend to have ingenious and original policies that are home-bred to compensate for this vulnerability. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/44E0480CF54B0AF6C12572CA004FB1D7?OpenDocument
Why is Regulation Insufficient? Social Policies and Private Sector Participation in Water Supply 
This article introduces a collection of papers that investigate the impact of the private sector participation (PSP) on the poor in terms of access and affordability to water supply. PSP in the water sector started in the early 1990s. Since then, very few empirical studies have been undertaken to investigate the impact of such policies. The papers aim to present the current issues in the water supply. In order to do so, the authors use household survey data and employ econometrical models. They then analyse the effects that privatisation had on the welfare of the poor. The results of six country studies are presented in this paper.

http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/1A4F7C607BA712CDC12572B300408714?OpenDocument
Water Supply - UNRISD has released a series of papers on social policies and private sector participation in water supply. These cover: Malaysia, Great Britain, Hungary, France 
and Colombia.
Policy Report on Gender and Development: 10 Years after Beijing (posted on 22 Mar 2007)

UNRISD prepared a research-based policy report on gender and development, to be launched at the March 2005 session of the CSW in New York, in order to shed light on some of the critical policy issues highlighted in the Beijing Platform for Action.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/72A65D864B4041EBC1256E4E00575F52?OpenDocument

Political and Social Economy of Care 
This project is undertaking comparative research on the multiple institutions of care, their gender composition and dynamics, and their implications for poverty and social rights of citizenship.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/37BD128E275F1F8BC1257296003210EC?OpenDocument

Gender Equality: Striving for Justice in an Unequal World (Executive Summary, Arabic Edition) 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/21D990591F5B247FC12572A4004B8605?OpenDocument

Gender Equality: Striving for Justice in an Unequal World (Arabic edition) 
Based on the findings of UNRISD's ongoing gender research and over 60 specially commissioned studies, the report's analysis is centred on the economic and political reforms of the 1990s. If most of these reforms did not directly address gender equality, they nevertheless received considerable scrutiny from a gender perspective. And whatever their intentions, they had significant and mixed implications for gender relations and women’s well-being.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/B6BE5FEF525CF178C12572A4004EB75C?OpenDocument

Gender Equality: Striving for Justice in an Unequal World (Chinese edition) 
Based on the findings of UNRISD ongoing gender research and over 60 specially commissioned studies, ...
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/06E4C399BF8C9476C12572A4004EC6BC?OpenDocument

Gender Equality: Striving for Justice in an Unequal World (Executive Summary, Chinese Edition) 
The Executive Summary of “Gender Equality: Striving for Justice in an Unequal World (Chinese Edition...
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/31427C7CF4F47964C12572A4004D040E?OpenDocument
Latin America: A New Developmental Welfare State Model in the Making? 
A wealth of country-level socioeconomic data and individual historical trajectories come together in this volume to illustrate a region where an innovative development strategy may be in the making. Emerging from the developmentalism and neoliberalism experiences of the last century, the twenty-first century Latin American developmental welfare state model is based on a new public-private alliance, where state-led developmental social policy relies for its implementation mainly on proactive, emerging, regional entrepreneurs and a growing middle class. These groups, together with a renewed public sector, seem poised to lead the development prospects of the region and its peoples in the new century.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/1B7500992C91ABA9C12572AD00439BFF?OpenDocument

Historia del sector sanitario chileno: De la gestión estatal hasta el proceso de privatización 

This study considers the history and tradition of drinking water and sanitation systems in Chile, examining how the industry functioned prior to privatization, the historical realities of the development of sanitation infrastructure, the quality of service, and the sector’s technical and professional capacities. The objective is to understand the principal reasons for the changes that have occurred, how the reforms that led to privatization were managed, the timeframe required to develop and implement them, how rates were set, how the subsidy system operated, and the actual process of privatization and its consequences. The study also examines the realities of rural drinking water during this time period in areas where privatization had not occurred and where its development and functioning have not been affected by overall changes in the sanitation sector. Finally, the study describes lessons learned, the context that made reform and privatization possible, and the challenges that remain.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/BA5CD54835B2ABB4C12572AD004266AB?OpenDocument

Política social transformativa: Lecciones de la investigación de UNRISD 
La investigación de UNRISD destaca la función de la política social en el desarrollo, incluso en relación con cuestiones de valor intrínseco como la previsión social, la igualdad y la ciudadanía social; igualmente, se hace un llamado a rescatar la política social del papel secundario que se le asignó durante gran parte de los años 80 y 90.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/EC3438097B4C7454C12572AE003D3E83?OpenDocument

Le pouvoir transformateur de la politique sociale: Leçons des recherches de l'UNRISD 

Les conclusions des recherches mettent en évidence le rôle de la politique sociale au développement, même lorsqu'elle touche à des questions présentant une valeur intrinsèque comme la protection sociale, l'égalité et la citoyenneté sociale, et plaident pour qu'elle sorte du rôle secondaire dans lequel elle a été cantonnée dans la plus grande partie des années 80 et 90.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/0B4DB1FE1941C0C9C12572AE003630E6?OpenDocument
	Reconciling labour flexibility with social cohesion - The experiences and specificities of central and eastern Europe (Trends in social cohesion No. 17) (17/07/2007)

Even though the work place has become significantly more flexible in the former socialist countries of central and eastern Europe, the ideas on “flexicurity” and strategies of reconciliation are usually only developed in the context of the western European welfare states. However, when considering the differences of the transformation process, it is clearly indispensable to go beyond a one-size-fits-all strategy. The realities of central and eastern Europe and their social institutional systems must I taken into account. This volume contributes to filling this gap and to starting a pan-European reflection on the concepts and issues of labour flexibility and social cohesion. It contributes to the understanding| the specificities of certain realities in| central and eastern Europe, including Turkey, in order to conceive adequate strategies for conciliation. 
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Conferences

2007 North East Asia Regional Conference of ICSW

Host: Korea National Council on Social Welfare 

Dates: 22nd to 24th October 2007

Venue: Busan, Korea (Paradise Hotel in Busan & Nurimaru APEC House)

Theme: “Issues and Challenges for Cultural Diversity in North East Asia”

Sub themes: International Marriage, Migrant Workers, Interracial Children and North Korean Defectors

Contact: kncsw@hotmail.com / kncsw-icsw@hanmail.net 


2008 ICSW 33rd Global Conference on Social Welfare 

Date: 30th June to 4th July 2008

Venue: Tours, France 

Contact Information: comite.service.francais@wanadoo.fr
This will be the 80th Anniversary of ICSW. The theme of the conference is Social Work, Social Protection and Social Development: Where have we been? Where are we going?

In the long version of this newsletter there are reports on new publications from the Centre for Global Development, the UNDP International Poverty Centre, the UN Research Institute for Social Development and the Council of Europe. 

The content of this Global Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.


Please distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

Newsletter Editor: Denys Correll – Executive Director

ICSW C/- MOVISIE PO Box 19129 

3501 DC Utrecht

Netherlands
 Email: icsw@icsw.org
Tel: +31 30 789 2226
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