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ICSW 33rd Global Conference

The conference will start on the last day of June in Tours France. To celebrate our 80th anniversary our French hosts will launch the ICSW history at the conference. It is an amazing story that starts in the 1920s. Joining us in Tours will be representatives of our two kindred organisations that had their origins at our first conference in 1928. (International Association of Schools of Social Work and International Federation of Social Workers).  After this conference IASSW, ICSW and IFSW come together again for joint conferences in 2010 and 2012. 

The Conference has received the label of the French Presidency of the European Union. The French government thus acknowledges the importance of the 33rd ICSW Global Conference by labeling it a social policy event of the French Presidency of the European Union. The French Presidency starts in July 2008.
Alternatives Economiques, a French monthly magazine that focuses on economic and social issues has become a partner of the Conference. An article on the Conference will be published in the June issue of the magazine. Take a look at the website of Alternatives Economiques, http://www.alternatives-economiques.fr/.
Government Ministers have shown great interest in the conference. The newly appointed Minister of Women, Family and Community Development for the Federal Government of Malaysia YB Datuk Dr. Ng Yen Yen is attending. Also the Minister for Social Development of Morocco Mrs. Nouzha Skalli. From Brazil Secretary of Social Welfare and Human Rights Rio de Janeiro Government will attend. 
The speaker line-up continues to strengthen. These are just some of the speakers who will contribute to the conference: 

Mrs. Diana Nistorescu is the Executive Director of the Romanian Federation of NGOs active in child protection will make a presentation in symposium 2 - The Growing Role of Civil Society, NGOs, Empowerment of Citizens.
Mr. Fabio Veras Soares is researcher at the UNDP – International Poverty Centre (Brazil). He will speak in symposium 7 - Poverty Reduction and Minimum Income

Policies: Results and Limits.
Mrs. Shereen Usdin is co-founder of the Soul City Institute for Health and Development Communication (South Africa) and 2004 SABC/Shoprite-Checkers Health Woman of the Year. She will give a presentation in symposium 8 - Human

Development: Sustainable Development, Human rights, Social Policies and Multiculturalism, Basic Education

Driss Guerraoui professor of economics at the University Mohamed V of Rabat – Agdal. He is adviser to the Prime Minister of Morocco on social policies. In Tours, He will deliver a presentation in symposium 8 - Human Development: Sustainable Development, Human Rights, Social Policies and Multiculturalism, Basic Education. 

Isabel Ortiz has over 15 years experience working in 30 countries in various areas of economic and social development. Recently she has worked with Nobel Laureate Joseph Stiglitz's Initiative for Policy Dialogue. She will speak in plenary session 3 -  Social development: From Targeted Policies on Poverty Reduction to Comprehensive Social Policies.

The conference organisers recommend you book your hotel as soon as possible as other events are taking place in Tours in early July. You can make a reservation through the Vinci Convention Centre when you register online for the Conference. Also, you can use websites:

- http://www.tourism-touraine.com/
-  http://www.ligeris.com/
- http://www.booking.com/region/fr/touraine.fr
See the end of this newsletter for conference registration details. 
New Resource for Civil Society

The Black Sea guide (Advocacy in International Institutions by Civil Society Organizations: A Practical Guide) was written for Black Sea NGOs. But it is of use to NGOs everywhere as it has chapters on the European Union (EU), World Health Organization (WHO), and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
ICSW has been pleased to assist in the sponsoring and preparation of the Guide. The author of the manual is Dr. Ioannis Stribis, legal advisor at the International Centre of Black Sea Studies. 
In addition to chapters on the EU, WHO and UNDP the manual provides a detailed analysis of the Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC). The Guide examines the structure and activities of these organisations, their experience of interaction with civil society organisations and the possibilities and mechanisms for lobbying and advocacy among organisations.  

The manual can be found on the Black Sea NGOs Network website by visiting http://www.bsngon.com/activities/public.php or the ICSW website – top news.
New International Poverty Centre (IPC) Resources 

IPC has three new sections on its website where you will find information on country experiences with Cash Transfer Programmes in Asia and the Pacific, Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean.  Click here to visit the website or go to: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/CCT.do 
Country Experiences: 

· Asia and the Pacific: Bangladesh, Cambodia, Brunei, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey, and Vietnam. 

· Africa: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
· Latin America and the Caribbean: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Uruguay. 

A Consistent Measure of Real Poverty: A Reply to Ravallion IPC One pager No.54.  Thomas Pogge contributes to the lively debate on poverty measurement. He argues that a-dollar-a-day calculations are not sufficient to inform policy.
Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager54.pdf
Which Poverty Line? A Response to Reddy IPC One pager No. 53.
Martin Ravallion responds to a recent IPC One Pager. He reaffirms the importance of the "$1 or $2 a day" measurements in estimating poverty.

Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager53.pdf 

Inflation-Targeting in Sub-Saharan Africa: Why Now? Why at All? IPC One pager No. 51.
Terry McKinley questions the adoption of explicit inflation targeting by countries such as Ghana and South Africa. The author argues that such a choice is particularly ill-advised now as supply-side factors, such as rising oil and food prices, are driving up inflation in many such developing countries. He maintains that, instead, policymakers should focus on stabilizing the real exchange rate and free fiscal policy to cushion domestic investment and necessary consumption.

Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager51.pdf 

MDG Targets: Misunderstood or Misconceived? IPC One pager No. 33 
Author: Hamid Tabatabai Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager33.pdf Also in Portuguese, Spanish and French.
MDGs: Misunderstood Targets? Portuguese and Spanish versions of IPC One Pager No. 28. Jan Vandemoortele, former co-chair of the U.N. Inter-Agency Group on the MDGs, argues that the MDG targets were set at the global level, not at the country level. Thus, he claims that it would be a tragic mistake to classify some developing countries as ‘failures’ simply because their performance, though significantly improved, did not match artificial global benchmarks. Available at: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager28.pdf 
Alternatives for Projecting MDG Indicators IPC Technical paper No. 2
Rafael Guerreiro Osorio addresses the question: will my country reach all or some of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015? The answer to this question requires some kind of projection. However, scarcities of data and technical skills make this exercise difficult. In this paper, the author introduces simple techniques to project the behaviour of indicators, especially when there are limited data points to work with. Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCTechnicalPaper2.pdf 
The Vast Majority Income (VMI): A New Measure of Global Inequality IPC Policy Research Brief No. 7. Anwar Shaikh and Amr Ragab introduce a new worldwide measure of welfare, which they call the Vast Majority Income (VMI). The VMI directly calculates the per capita income of the first 80 per cent of the population. It combines information on income levels and their distribution into a single measure. Click here to download: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCPolicyResearchBrief7.pdf 

Quantitative Approaches to Multidimensional Poverty Measurement edited by Nanak Kakwani and Jacques Silber. http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/book.htm This book draws together 14 articles that were presented at the IPC-sponsored International Conference on “The Many Dimensions of Poverty”, held in Brasilia in 2005.  This book explores the latest developments in the field of multidimensional poverty measurement. It includes clear presentations of more than a dozen different quantitative techniques. The book provides empirical illustrations based on data sources from developed or developing countries.
Poverty in Focus: PSIA - Gauging Poverty Impacts 
IPC’s journal, Poverty in Focus, highlights the PSIA and PIA concepts and the experience so far of using these analytical tools for enhancing the effectiveness of poverty reducing policies, programmes and projects. Available online at: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCPovertyInFocus14.pdf 
2008 ICSW 33rd Global Conference on Social Welfare – 80th Anniversary
Not long to go now to the opening on the 30th June. You will find the latest on speakers and the programme at http://www.icsw2008.org/
Dates: 30th June to 4th July 2008 Venue: Tours, France Contact Information: globalconference@cnas-icsw.org The theme of the conference is Social Work, Social Protection and Social Development: Where have we been? Where are we going?
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