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Changing notions of Civil Society in “North” and “South”
The Civil Society and New Forms of Government Network conducted a stimulating discussion on civil society in London in March 2008. 

The first discussant Professor Neera Chandhoke of Delhi University immediately stepped into controversial ground by suggesting that 20 years ago she was concerned about governments overreaching themselves. Now her concern is that civil society is overreaching itself. She was very clear that governments are responsible for creating policy. It was not the responsibility of civil society to create policy. Civil society has the role of making the state responsible. 

Professor Partha Chatterjee of the universities of Calcutta and Colombia argued that the concept of “South” is “fast losing its coherence as a meaningful idea”. He based his challenge on the trajectory of development in some Asian countries that have moved from the problems that still face most of Africa. 
Dirk-Jan Koch of the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Radboud University spoke of his research on what leads NGOs to work in particular countries. He found three strong determinants. First, NGOs work in countries that are favoured by official aid agencies. Second, NGOs are concentrated where other NGOs are active. Third, NGOs work where there is a like-mindedness or similarity with their organisations. 
Dr Silke Roth of University of Southampton reported on her research involving 44 biographical interviews with staff of NGOs and UN agencies. Global North interviewees said that their work opened their eyes to inequalities. Highlighted were the inequalities between international and local staff in salaries, conditions and security policies. (Local staff are more vulnerable to attacks). Some Global North respondents described their life style as “post colonial”. Dr Roth found that the boundaries between development cooperation and emergency relief have become blurred.
Sam Bickersteth of Oxfam spoke of Oxfam’s “rights based framework that seeks to build the voice and capacity of social movements and partners in order to overcome poverty and suffering”. These comments seemed in contrast to the findings of Dr Roth’s research. Members of ICSW in the Global South have reported the opposite to the claim made by Oxfam. They talk of a new form of colonialism in which Northern NGOs come into their countries and by-pass the local organisations and establish their own structures. ICSW has observed the minimal resources available to indigenous NGOs. The major part of ICSW’s global programme is to strengthen indigenous NGOs. This is of course dependent on the resources ICSW receives from Northern donor governments. 
The arguments relating to civil society were extended by Lars Engberg-Pedersen of the Danish Institute for International Studies. He described trends that include; bilateral donors preferring to provide direct support to civil society in the South; strengthening South ownership of development activities; increasing capacity of civil society organisations to have the necessary technical capacity to carry out their work; heterogeneity of the South (the same point as made by  Professor Chatterjee and later by Mike Edwards of the Ford Foundation); and aid more closely linked to other policy areas including security, trade, climate, immigration etc. 
The changing nature of aid was pursued by Professor Jude Howell and Jeremy Lind of the Centre for Civil Society, London School of Economics. They spoke of the shifting focus of donors in regard to security and aid. In a longer paper available on the LSE website, “The Backlash against Civil Society in the Wake of the Long War on Terror” the authors examine the backlash against civil society within the context of the war on terror. http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/CCS/ 

They argue “while the manifestations of the backlash, such as crackdown on NGOs in Russia or the taming of NGOs by bilateral and multilateral agencies, may appear to be disparate, unconnected phenomena, on closer inspection it is clear that they are intricately intertwined”. The impact on civil society has included new regulatory controls with new due diligence requirements. 
I have probably not done justice to the comments made by various speakers. I apologise in advance and to the many other speakers whose papers I have not covered. Editor. 

South Asian Ministers of Social Development meet in New Delhi  

The Second Forum of Ministers of Social Development from South Asia met on 5 and 6 March 2008 in New Delhi, India. Ministers and High Level Officials from Afghanistan, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lank attended the meeting co-organized with UNESCO and with the support of the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR):.

The “New Delhi Declaration” arising from the forum contains some good material including acknowledgement of the “relevance of empowering the peoples and civil society of the region through transparency, public accountability and right to information leading to better governance and social development” and recognising “the predominant place which needs to be accorded to social development, in line with the Copenhagen commitments on Social Development and its follow-up, the Millennium Development Goals and the SAARC Development Goals as outlined in the SAARC Social Charter”. The full text of the Declaration is at www.icsw.org/doc/NEW%20DELHI%20DECLARATION.doc.
Social security and Africa 

Mr. Hans-Horst Konkolewsky, Secretary General of the International Social Security Association (ISSA) said in March in Cape Town that social security can contribute to making sustainable poverty reduction in Africa a reality. The extension of social security coverage should be an integral part of development strategies. Extension of social security coverage will be good for the poor and good for economic growth. Mr. Konkolewsky pointed to evidence that investment in social security brings high rates of return for the national economy by increasing the productivity of the work force. It is hard to identify any other instruments that could enable the African nations to reduce their poverty and mortality levels as rapidly and reliably as the basic instruments of social security – social health insurance, social pensions and child benefits. Social security should be one of the permanent ingredients in all national and regional strategies aimed at poverty reduction, pro-poor economic growth and sustainable livelihoods. For further information - 
http://www.issa.int/pdf/publ/PressRelease/ISSC_declaration.pdf
OECD From DAC News March 2008

Development Co-operation Report 2007
The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) has launched the 2007 edition of its annual Development 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/document/32/0,3343,en_2649_33721_40056608_1_1_1_1,00.html" \o "http://www.oecd.org/document/32/0,3343,en_2649_33721_40056608_1_1_1_1,00.html" \t "_blank" Co-operation Report (DCR). In this report, Richard Manning (DAC Chair until January 2008) looks at the 12 measures of success he formulated in 2003, when he began his mandate. Read more...
Fragmentation: The more the merrier, or too many cooks?
When there are many donors in one country giving small amounts of aid, the results might be more negative than positive. One of the questions donors have to ask themselves is, does it all add up to results? Read more…
The road to Accra 
One and a half of the three days of the Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Accra will be devoted to roundtable discussions that will feed in to the Accra Action Agenda (AAA), a focused list of deliverables designed to produce results where they are most needed to meet the targets of the Paris Declaration by 2010. Read more…
New MDG indicators 

There is a new official list of MDG indicators after the 2007 revision. New MDG targets on full employment, access to reproductive health, AIDS treatments and biodiversity

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Indicators/OfficialList.htm
International Monetary Fund - paper from the Friedrich Ebert Foundation
Roberto Frenkel writes on Current Problems with the IMF and Challenges Ahead - A Latin American Perspective Dialogue on Globalization Briefing Paper 16-07, FES Berlin, December 2007. In his Briefing Paper, Roberto Frenkel analyses the current problems of the International Monetary Fund from a Latin American Perspective. The Briefing paper N16 is at http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/iez/global/05126.pdf
New from International Poverty Centre 

What is poverty? The International Poverty Centre has announced the Portuguese and Spanish versions of One Pager #26, "What Is Poverty? Good Question
<http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager26.pdf In this One Pager, the author, Terry McKinley, Acting Director of IPC, discusses the differences between income poverty and human poverty and warns against trying to merge the two. For example, he criticizes some recent efforts to develop a comprehensive income measure of basic human capabilities. He notes that it is difficult to measure some capabilities in income terms while it is pointless to try to put a price on others, such as human freedom.
Latin America’s MDG Progress on Gender Equality: Poor Women Still Lag Behind – One Pager # 49. Eduardo Zepeda notes that Latin America and the Caribbean have shown notable progress on MDG indicators for gender equality. But he emphasizes that when national averages are disaggregated, the picture is less impressive, particularly for poor women workers. They are not, in fact, making significant progress in securing decent wage employment in the non-agricultural sector. http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager49.pdf
The Many Dimensions of Poverty – New book by Nanak Kakwani and Jacques Silber. This book draws together 14 articles that were presented at the IPC-sponsored International Conference on "The Many Dimensions of Poverty http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/md-poverty/ held in Brasilia in 2005.  It takes a multidisciplinary approach to poverty, including five different perspectives from the disciplines of economics, sociology, anthropology, psychology and institutional economics. There are also studies of chronicity of poverty, the concept of vulnerability, the political economy of poverty alleviation and the pro-poorness of government programs. The broad view of poverty that the book offers is likely to orient research on poverty in directions neglected hitherto and to help those in charge of implementing poverty reduction policies.

Information about the full book is available at the Palgrave Macmillan website:

http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?PID=276181
The Urgent Need for Financial Reform to Mobilise Savings in Sub-Saharan Africa – One Pager # 50 The authors, Sedat Aybar and Costas Lapavitsas, note that financial liberalization has failed to boost the region’s low savings rate and call for specific financial-sector reforms to support increased domestic resource mobilization. Emphasizing that there is there no absolute scarcity of savings, they call for a range of reforms, such as mobile banks, strengthened microfinance institutions and public mechanisms such as revitalized postal savings institutions and development finance institutions.
Available at http://www.undp povertycentre.org/pub/IPCOnePager50.pdf 

New from UNRISD

Small but Smart: Small States in the Global System is the title of a paper by UNRISD Research Coordinator Naren Prasad. He talks about development strategies in small economies. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BE6B5/search/C0C7723F9A3BC6FAC12573F400553607?OpenDocument

China’s Family Support System: Challenges and Solutions under the Circumstances of Rural-Urban Female Labour Migration. 
Based on interviews with rural-urban migrants in Anhui and Sichuan provinces of China, this paper focuses on the coping strategies adopted by Chinese rural-urban migrant families to deal with the tensions caused by changes in generational care chains. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/88EBA49BA3FF4D72C1257401003B4257?OpenDocument
2008 ICSW 33rd Global Conference on Social Welfare
The programme for the conference is taking shape. On the website http://www.icsw2008.org/ you will find updates on speakers and the programme.
Date: 30th June to 4th July 2008

Venue: Tours, France

Contact Information: globalconference@cnas-icsw.org
This will be the 80th Anniversary of ICSW. The theme of the conference is Social Work, Social Protection and Social Development: Where have we been? Where are we going?

The content of this Global Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Newsletter Editor: Denys Correll – Executive Director

ICSW C/- MOVISIE Netherlands Centre for Social Development

PO Box 19129

3501 DC Utrecht

Netherlands

 Email: icsw@icsw.org
Tel: +31 30 789 2226







PAGE  
Page 1
Global Cooperation Newsletter


