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Note from the Editor. I keep the Global Cooperation to four pages. I am aware of the amount of reading that is expected of us all. This edition highlights the meeting of the UN Commission for Social Development held in February. The March edition will contain reports on the World Social Forum and the UNESCO meeting held during the Forum - “From Research to Policy to Action”. The meeting aimed to strengthen the research-policy nexus.
UN Commission for Social Development considers employment

ICSW had a number of opportunities to promote the priority theme of Promoting Full Employment and Decent Work for All during the meeting of the UN Commission for Social Development in February in New York. 


The UN Department of Information provided an extensive report of the discussions. The full report can be found at http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/soc4724.doc.htm
The Commission adopted a new procedure this year. In past years the discussion of the priority theme resulted in some form of resolution. This year the discussion was left open until the next meeting of the Commission in 2008. This gives civil society organisations a great opportunity to pursue their governments on the subject of full employment and decent work.

Many delegations expressed concern that full employment and decent work for all remains elusive. This is despite the goal being placed on the international agenda by the 1995 World Summit for Social Development. 
Many delegations agreed that to achieve full employment and decent work for all, it is necessary to promote an enabling macroeconomic environment, based on an integrated and coherent set of policies at the national and international levels.  To achieve that objective, it is necessary to address the main components of the concept of decent work. These are defined by the International Labour Organisation as including promotion of rights at work, employment, social protection and social dialogue.

European Union

Speaking on behalf of the European Union, Hermann Kues, Germany’s State Secretary for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, stressed the need to find better instruments to create full employment and decent work. It has been proven that economic growth does not automatically create jobs.  The world is not creating enough decent jobs to keep pace with an annual growth of 40 million extra people in the global employment market.  Worse, there are now about 1.4 billion “working poor”.
Group of 77 plus China

The “Group of 77” developing countries and China emphasised an urgent imperative of tackling poverty and addressing development through employment-generating strategies.  Investment in human capital, with emphasis on basic social services and bringing the poor, vulnerable and backward segments of society into the mainstream of development is crucial to achieving the ambitious goal of poverty eradiation.

In evolving macroeconomic policies more space is needed for policy autonomy in developing countries. International organisations and donor countries must shift from external conditionality to national ownership of policies.  
Finland

Terttu Savolainen, State Secretary of Social Affairs and Health of Finland, said that her country had recognised the importance of full employment, education, health and social protection in nation-building.  Developing countries in their nation building need comprehensive social and employment policies.  Also needed are multi-stakeholder partnerships and joint efforts by governments, citizens, trade unions, ecologically and socially responsible business organisations, donors and intergovernmental organisations. 

Japan
The representative of Japan placed emphasis on social development. “Japan has contributed $297 million to the Trust Fund for Human Security established at the UN on the initiative of Japan”. The Trust Fund supports projects involving the creation of jobs and capacity building with special attention to women and vulnerable members of society. Japan’s Official Development Assistance policy clearly states that it emphasises human security as one of the most important goals of international cooperation. 
International Council on Social Welfare

The ICSW statement on employment and decent work was printed and distributed by the UN. The full statement is on the ICSW website at http://www.icsw.org/whatsnew.htm
Denys Correll Executive Director ICSW speaking at the Commission said “Since the release of the Secretary-General’s report on promoting full employment, ICSW has been encouraged that the international community is finally looking beyond poverty reduction target. There is recognition that social development is equally important to overall sustainable development as economic concerns.”  
The discussion at a Commission panel on the consequences of market liberalisation and privatisation was not so impressive.  The panellists emphasised the benefits of building effective private sectors, but failed to mention that removing public goods could, in effect, reduce the social wage.  Social goods are now a rare topic of discussion. Low-income people depend on universal services as part of their social wage. Social protection measures have not been adjusted to compensate for the loss of public goods that have been privatised and made available at a cost.

ICSW encourages governments to see employment in the context of overall social development.  ICSW members are urged to work with their Governments to include employment and decent work in future Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers. 
All statements are at 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/csocd2007/Statements/stat07.htm
Government Statements are at

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/csocd2007/Statements/govts07.htm
The ICSW verbal Statement is at 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/csocd2007/Statements/ICSW.pdf
and the full ICSW Statement is at 

http://www.icsw.org/whatsnew.htm

UN Side Event: Comprehensive Social and Employment Policies for Development in a Globalising World

In addition to the main meeting of the Commission there were a number of side events. The Finnish Delegation launched a new report “Comprehensive Social and Employment Policies for Development in a Globalising World”. The report is the outcome of a roundtable of experts that met in Kellokoski Finland last December. The degree of consensus reached by the experts is astounding. One significant comment in the report is “All policies, including macroeconomic, infrastructure and sector policies, have different social distributional impacts and these impacts have to be understood ex ante and turned into equitable, participatory and non-discriminatory polices that provide more and better formal employment, that strengthen livelihoods, raise incomes, provide universal social protection and foster social inclusion”. For further information and the full report:
http://groups.stakes.fi/KEKE/EN/kellokoski/index2.htm
At the side event Judith Kaulem ICSW Regional President for East and Southern Africa spoke of the need for both governments and civil society to recognise the negative impact of World Bank programmes. Privatisation of services that were core to Structural Adjustment Programmes and the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP’s) have not produced benefits to citizens including poor people.

Ms Kaulem spoke of the legacy of colonialism that left a dual economy. The dual economy consisted of the rural and urban areas with the majority black population designated to the rural areas while the urban areas were the domain of the white minority. There was no investment in the development of rural areas.  
After the colonial era African governments embarked on a programme of social services including “free education for all, free health etc”. Unfortunately this redistribution was not supported by an economy which was inclusive and comprehensive, hence the universal systems collapsed. 

Many African governments have found an easy way out of this dilemma. In keeping with World Bank policies, governments privatised services that had traditionally been public goods. These included amongst others health, education and social protection. 

Market solutions have failed to produce the services to the poor people. The Kellokoski outcomes include the very welcome recognition that universal services have much more to offer than the now discredited market solutions. 

ICSW) is working at national level to bring about coherent social policies. ICSW is running two programmes with the support of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland and Swedish Sida. The first programme is aimed at strengthening national councils. The second programme is to build the capacity of civil society to influence government budgets. If sensitively targeted, national budgets have the potential to be effective poverty reduction tools. 

The International Poverty Centre (IPC)
The International Poverty Centre (IPC) UN Development Programme has launched two new websites. The first website contains National Reports on Economic Policies for Growth, Employment and Poverty Reduction 
(http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/reports.htm). Reports listed cover:
Sub-Saharan Africa: Ghana and South Africa and Zambia. 
Asia and the Pacific: Bangladesh,  Cambodia,  China, Indonesia, Mongolia & Vietnam. 
Arab States: Syria and Yemen. 
Eastern Europe and the CIS: Armenia, Moldova and 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/publications/reports/Uzbekistan.pdf" \t "_blank" Uzbekistan 

The second webpage is dedicated to the MDGs. IPC research publications focus on MDGs as well as information on the latest MDG-related events organized by IPC, including papers and training material for the events. http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/mdg.htm
“Developing a Global Model for Trade, Finance and Income Distribution” by Francis Cripps, Alex Izurieta and Terry McKinley. This paper has been produced as part of an IPC-supported research programme State of the World Economy: http://www.undp-povertycentre.org/pub/IPCTechnicalPaper001.pdf
New from UNRISD

Global Tax Initiatives: The Movement for the Currency Transaction Tax. The currency transaction tax is a simple idea: a tax levied on every currency exchange, set at a level low enough not to hinder transactions needed to finance trade in goods and services, or 

long-term investments. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/5F5FC3415E8C94B0C125726B005725E0?OpenDocument
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