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Asia and Social Development 
On the 2nd December the Philippines daily newspaper, the Manila Bulletin, announced on its front page that the 3rd ASEAN Forum of Government Organisations and Non-Government Organisations would be meeting in Manila. The paper said the meeting (was) “attended by top ASEAN officials, including representatives of the National Council/National NGO Forum from member countries and the International Council on Social Welfare”.  The meeting was hosted by the Philippines Department of Social Welfare and Development. 
ASEAN, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, consists of ten countries – Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 
This meeting represented in so many ways what ICSW has been attempting to achieve in all regions of the world – a serious dialogue between governments and the organisations that represent the poorest and most disadvantaged members of their communities. 

Over the few days of meetings the final recommendations were developed by the government officials and the ICSW representatives. 
The ASEAN Charter contains a number of purposes and principles that are of significance to the Government – Non-Government Organisations Forum (GO-NGO Forum). They cover the alleviation of poverty, narrowing the development gap, strengthening democracy, enhancing good governance, promoting sustainable development and enhancing the well being and livelihood of the peoples of ASEAN. http://www.aseansec.org/ASEAN-Charter.pdf
The final recommendations dealt with the machinery to take forward the GO-NGO collaboration and three policy areas. These were social protection, trafficking in persons and climate change. To establish a position on social protection and trafficking ICSW published regional studies on both subjects a year ago and sought response from ASEAN member states. The position papers are on the ICSW website 
http://www.icsw.org/region/seap.htm
On social protection there were three recommendations. The first was to “continue to review the present social protection systems in relation to the income security provisions with a view to identifying the policy changes necessary to implement better, multi-tier social security protection provisions in each ASEAN Member State”. The second advocated a coordinated approach towards developing social protection systems. The third was to increase research capability in ASEAN in the area of social security. 

Trafficking in persons is of great concern in the region. ICSW’s paper covered all forms of labour exploitation. The recommendations adopted at the ASEAN GO-NGO meeting included amongst other things, adopting an integrated approach to human trafficking; consider adopting a coordinated labour migration system; concerted action to reduce trafficking in persons, particularly women and girls who undertake domestic service; developing and implementing stronger victim support systems; joint programmes between governments and NGOs. 

On climate change there was strong debate on the relevance of climate change to the social agenda. ICSW’s lead representative, (Michael Raper, Regional President for South East Asia and the Pacific) argued strongly that climate change will have an adverse affect on socially vulnerable groups. The Forum agreed to put the social impact of climate change on the agenda. More work is to be done by ICSW and ASEAN to look at the impact of climate change on socially vulnerable groups. 
Disability was introduced as a new subject on the GO-NGO agenda. ICSW consultant Dan Stubbs presented a paper “Closing the gap: Making the rights based approach real for people with disabilities in the ASEAN region”. This paper is now submitted to the governments for a response that will be on the agenda of the next GO-NGO Forum in Singapore in 2009. The paper will soon be on the ICSW website. 
ICSW is keen to see the model of a GO-NGO Forum adopted in other regions. ICSW’s programme of national councils’ training is focussed on increasing the skill level of national councils to engage effectively with governments and regional associations of governments. ICSW congratulates the ASEAN Secretariat, the government officials and the Philippines Department of Social Welfare and Development for an excellent meeting that will help to reduce poverty and in equality in the South East Asian region. 

The First Black Sea NGO Forum 

“Civil society in the region is relatively new – no older than 20 years and this is one of the major reasons while NGOs in the region face many similar challenges. The “(re)birth of civil society” happened in the 1990s. In all of the post-communist countries it took place as a direct effect of the regime change” These are the opening words of the report of the Black Sea Forum.
Those who know the region are amazed at how little people outside the region lack understanding of their problems in these relatively new states. 
The report goes on to say: “Civil society in the region faces very similar challenges:

· Low citizen participation and involvement with CSOs, in most of the countries as a consequence of authoritarian regimes which have undermined social trust and the formation of social capital.
· Lack of genuine cooperation of public authorities. In most of the countries of the region there is a widespread perception of Governments’ partisanship and exploitation of civil society for merely public image purposes. In some of the countries there is a noticeable tendency for Governments to create parallel NGOs (GONGOs), subordinated to their own interests and to feign consultation with civil society.
· Weakness in financial sustainability and donor dependency (with associated features such as project hunting behavior and competition for resources creating rivalry). 
· The support from the private sector is generally weak and it is limited to charity.
· Due to the lack of constant and predictable resources, the organizational capacity remains weak. 
· In many countries of the region the legal environment is not favorable for CSOs. There are examples of good practices in some of the countries (e.g. the EU new member states) however enforcement problems affect even states where the legal environment has been visibly improved.
· Most actively working NGOs are located in the capital cities and in major towns, while in large portions of the countries, particularly rural areas and less developed / de-industrialized regions, NGOs are less present.
· Generally media make general references to NGOs, with insufficient coverage of their ideas and activities.
The full and interesting report is at http://www.blackseango.org/pagini/report.php
ICSW is pleased to have supported now for about five years the International Union of Black Sea NGOs. Details of their activities can be found at http://www.bsngon.com/
Japan - great statement on social development at the UN 

Dr. Nobuko Kurosaki Alternate Representative of Japan made a superb statement on social development on 6th October at the UN. Here are some extracts: 
"Social development is a relatively new concept, one that arose from the need to set right the widening social inequity that has accompanied economic development. Recognizing the importance of social development, in 1995, the United Nations held the first World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen. At the Summit, States reached the consensus that we must put people at the centre of development; in other words, that we must place "human security" at the heart of our development efforts. The Copenhagen Summit allowed a wide and comprehensive discussion of social development issues, with special attention to three priority areas: 1) the eradication of poverty; 2) the support of full and productive employment, and 3) the promotion of social integration. While the three fields each have distinctive significance and are interrelated, I will focus my statement on social integration because it is the priority theme of the Commission for Social Development for 2009 – 2010”. 

“ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council) affirms that social integration policies should seek to reduce inequalities; promote access to basic social services, education for all and health care; and increase the participation and integration of social groups. Although more than 10 years have passed since the World Summit, social integration remains a challenge in many societies due to poverty. Without the support of the global community, it may be difficult for least developed countries to make advances in social integration. Japan has taken various actions domestically and internationally to enhance social integration.

To promote "society for all," in which all individuals and groups are able to contribute to society, we must consider the two points: 1) the inter-dependence of all members of society and 2) the life-long learning approach. 

Japan has provided its Official Development Assistance keeping in mind social development issues, such as income disparity, sexual discrimination, human rights, democratization, and environmental considerations in each recipient country. The basic policy of Japan's ODA emphasizes human security of each individual. Japan, therefore, contributes aid both bilaterally and also through the UN Human Security Fund in order to help protect the livelihood and dignity of individuals.

For example, the UN Human Security Fund has supported a project entitled, "Protection and Empowerment of Victims of Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence in Moldova" that will be implemented by UNDP, UNFPA and IOM in cooperation with OSCE. This project focuses on individuals as the core of development, as it addresses full participation in society, enhancing social protection and reducing vulnerability. Each of these issues was specified in the Report of the 36th Social Development Committee as necessary for the promotion of social integration. 

From the 1995 World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen to the 24th Special Session to 2008 and beyond, Japan will continue to strive to meet the goals of the UN Millennium Declaration and the commitments of the World Summit.

Dr. Kurosaki’s full statement can be found on the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ website http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/social/index.html 
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ICSW’s statement on social integration can be found in Top News on the ICSW website www.icsw.org 
International Social Security Review now on line

The International Social Security Association has put its journal on line. This is a resource for people interested in social security and social protection. 

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118538866/home 
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