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Discrimination: From Concepts to Reality 

A most interesting symposium on this subject has just concluded in Paris. The speakers from all over Europe provided insights into both the theory and reality of discrimination. 

The symposium was organised by the ICSW member in France, Comité National d'Action Sociale. 

Dirk Jarré in his summing up of the conference suggested that the future would not be based on individual determination of discrimination but rather on patterns of discrimination. That is, the collective attitude to specific groups of people. Discrimination cannot be judged without statistics. Much is said about the virtue of diversity but diversity is also a source of conflict. A key message was as democracy has to be reinvented with time, so does the meaning and response to discrimination. 
Employment, health and housing were particular subjects discussed in the context of discrimination. The state by withdrawing from the processes and the provision of services is also disengaging from the concept and provision of equal access to services. Public services require a permanence and access to all. 
Speakers at the symposium spoke of the complexity of discrimination. Within groups that suffer discrimination there can be elites or levels of status. One example given was in the area of disability where people who are blind are seen as high status. In contrast people with mental illness were on the bottom of the disability status pile. 

In the area of health unpleasant truths were presented. Access to health services is dependent on wealth. Further, a Swiss study indicated that people with post secondary education can expect to live five years longer than people with lower education. 

There are mixed attitudes between countries on affirmative action. In some countries there is affirmative action to assist some discriminated groups but in others this is not the case.. 

In his concluding remarks Dirk Jarré referred to the much misunderstood European constitution. There are extensive provisions in the constitution for providing equality. Discrimination is outlawed on the basis of gender, race, colour, social background, genetics, politics, religion, disability and probably more that I have forgotten. 
The constitution makes provision for autonomy, social and economic integration and the opportunity to take part in the community. Mr Jarré therefore suggested that in the future we look to the European constitution as a basis to understand and respond to discrimination. While rights are written into numerous charters the issue is their implementation. 

New from UNRISD

There is a wealth of new material from UNRISD. Only some can be reported here.   
The Politics of HIV/AIDS in Uganda 
This paper traces Uganda’s experience of HIV/AIDS, and the reaction of the government, civil society and communities of Uganda to the epidemic. This paper examines the roles of various players—donors, government, non-governmental organizations, faith- and community-based organizations, and families—in the struggle against HIV/AIDS. It argues that their contributions have been appropriated in a shameless piece of political gamesmanship. The paper also points to some of the critical actions necessary to respond to the HIV/AIDS epidemic, with specific reference to Uganda.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/86CB69D103FCF94EC125723000380C60?OpenDocument

The Global Women's Rights Movement: Power Politics around the United Nations and the World Social Forum 
This paper examines the discourse, inputs and reorganization of strategies that emanated from the lobbying of women’s rights movements vis-à-vis global agencies like the United Nations (UN), as well as the World Social Forum. Harcourt sets out some key strategic questions for consideration: How much have women’s movements achieved by working in collaboration with the UN? Is there a recognizable global women’s rights movement as it is perceived on the UN stage? Is there such an entity as a global women’s movement? 
or is it just a skilfully played mirage?
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Transnational Civil Society Movements: The State of Anticorruption Efforts 
Over the past several years there has been increasingly heated debate on issues of global concern, such as corruption. Corruption as a local and national problem has jumped out of these arenas and permeated the international arena as a result of transnational civil society actors. Global civil society organizations (CSOs) provide much of the impetus for the debate on corruption. A growing body of literature focusing on the emergence and mechanisms employed by transnational CSOs is emerging and provides a veritable mine of how they formulate alternative world views. The paper reviews the anticorruption efforts pursued by transnational CSOs, what these organizations are, their structures and how they are evolving. It seeks to capture the activities and functions of the movement and the kind of methods they employ to achieve their goals.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/1404746209E9AC08C12572300035F650?OpenDocument
 The South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission—a Model for Gender Justice? 
The everyday reality of many women worldwide includes violence in its myriad forms ranging from domestic violence to rape to honour killings. In situations of armed conflict, research reveals an overall increase in the toleration of violence and an escalation of violence committed specifically against women. Although women are violated physically, psychologically and economically during such periods, the use of sexual violence is also prevalent. The prohibition of acts of violence against women, under both international human rights and humanitarian law, are in most instances ignored, and 
historically, impunity for such acts has been the norm. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/F2177FF8C83E0BB4C125723400591907?OpenDocument
Construction of a Social Policy Index (SPI) 
A social policy index (SPI) is needed in order to better understand the social policy regimes within the broader economic and social structures of each country. It could also be used to classify countries in terms of their social policy regimes. An SPI will be a composite index measuring the social policy of each country. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/E9F2C188981C9689C12572300050F230?OpenDocument
Transformative Social Policy: Lessons from UNRISD Research 
Research and Policy Brief 5 looks at the lessons from UNRISD research on social policy. Findings highlight the developmental role of social policy, even as it addresses issues of intrinsic value such as social protection, equality and social citizenship, and call for rescuing social policy from the residual role it was assigned during much of the 1980s 
and 1990s. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/C77A2891BC2FD07FC12572130020B2AC?OpenDocument
HIV/AIDS Policy and Practices 
The crucial role of social policy has been amplified in the context of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Efforts to combat the disease have been oriented above all toward finding 
biomedical and behavioural solutions. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/ABE0701A99E89FCCC125721700562B1F?OpenDocument


Migration and Social Welfare 
The considerable research that exists on international migration has tended to focus on the economic, political and cultural implications of migration, and the situation of migrants in the developed countries. Less is known about the relationship between migration and social welfare, particularly in developing countries. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/60CC2F0885652C04C1257217005515CD?OpenDocument

Global Social Policy
Social policy has been profoundly affected by globalization, in terms of both supranational processes and international policies. This project examines the emergence of a so-called “global social policy” and the implications of such international processes for social policy in developing countries. 
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/084DAD525A39DA53C12572170055C0CC?OpenDocument

Financing Social Policy in a Development Context 
This project explores mechanisms for financing social policies while balancing the principles of efficiency and equity. As one of the most important interfaces between social and economic policy, institutions for financing social policy must not only generate sufficient revenues, they must also ensure stable and sustainable resources flows. Furthermore, they should be arranged in a way that is conducive to achieving goals of democracy and economic development.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BB128/search/5D06F96FA42129E0C12571D30037DC63?OpenDocument
Pro-Poor Macroeconomics: Potential and Limitations (web link below gives ordering details but it is a bit pricey at £70)

Economists increasingly agree on the nature of the development and social policies needed to halve poverty over the next ten years. A similar convergence is nowhere in sight in the case of macroeconomic policies. Disagreements in this area remain significant, exacerbated by rising financial instability and a string of banking and currency crises that impacted negatively on poverty, growing macro imbalances in some industrialized countries and the rapid development of difficult-to-regulate international financial markets. This volume presents a pro-poor macroeconomic policy allowing countries to recapture policy space, help promote growth, reduce inequality and diminish 

poverty in a sustainable way.
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/142F876131807CFBC125721A002E61E9?OpenDocument
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