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Kenya 
This edition of Global Cooperation leads with the situation in Kenya. We have read and seen pictures of the terrible situation there. It reminds us that democracy is a fragile instrument that can be so easily subverted by corruption and megalomania. ICSW has been advocating to Northern donors that they should support our efforts to strengthen and consolidate the voice of civil society. It is distressing to see in Africa a civil society that was so much a part of the moves to independence now persecuted by the very regimes they helped to put in power. Donors continue to pour vast amounts of aid into the Global South. But scant resources are given to help the national voices of civil society to be a dynamic part of democracy. In the words of Thandika Mkandawire, Director of the UN Research Institute for Social Development the major obstacle to mobilising “democratic institutions for poverty alleviation are the organisational weaknesses of the poor themselves”.
Jackton Adera of the Kenya National Association of Social Workers has written to us since the crisis in Kenya began. Here are some extracts from his emails:  

Greetings and best wishes to you and all at ICSW. I am Sorry for the delay in responding - I was struggling to reach some displaced persons in Nakuru town which is about 100 km from Nairobi. 

The situation was bad the first few days after the announcement of the presidential results which were immediately disputed by some party supporters. The reaction took us all by surprise. This being a political problem, our leaders are now talking and we trust they will agree and find a political solution. As you may have noticed from the various leaders coming to Kenya, this is not only a national concern but is a regional as well as a global concern.

Our immediate concern as Social Workers is to concentrate on the healing and reconciliation process among the victims of the violence and to restore faith and trust among the various communities, Humanitarian aid is needed especially for those rescued in the various camps. 
The Red Cross, Government Departments, NGO's, Churches and well wishers are making this possible for the moment. However the demand is high and every possible assistance is welcome.

It may take time but I believe this is the way forward if we are to guarantee a better future for generations to come. As for those displaced, they need our immediate response towards their social problems which are mainly psychological, material, moral and even financial.  
Meanwhile, I have no objection if you include my details in the January Newsletter. This is welcome since there could be those who may wish to assist the social workers to enable us to reach many parts of the country to offer our healing services.
I append below our Bank details: - Kenya National Association of Social Workers, Account number 01501 906 03856, Equity Bank Limited, Mama Ngina Street Branch, Nairobi.

Be blessed.

Jackton


Also from Kenya is a very short extract of Shailja Patel’s open letter to Samuel Kivuitu chair of the Electoral Commission of Kenya.

Mr. Kivuitu,
We've never met. It's unlikely we ever will. But, like every other Kenyan, I will remember you for the rest of my life. The nausea I feel at the mention of your name may recede. The bitterness and grief will not.
You had a mandate, Mr. Kivuitu to deliver a free, fair and transparent election to the people of Kenya. You and your commission had 5 years to prepare. You had a tremendous pool of resources, skills, technical support, to draw on, including the experience and advice of your peers in the field - leaders and experts in governance, human rights, electoral process and constitutional law. You had the trust of 37 million Kenyans. 
On December 27th, a record 65% of registered Kenyan voters rose as early as 4am to vote, stood in lines for up to 10 hours, in the sun, without food, drink or toilet facilities. As the results came in, we cheered when minister after powerful minister lost their parliamentary seats. 
You betrayed us. Perhaps we'll never know when, or why, you made that decision. 

I wish you'd thought of our people, when you made the choice to betray them. I wish you'd drawn on their courage, their integrity, their clarity, when your own failed you. I wish you'd had the imagination to enter into the lives, the dreams, of 37 million Kenyans.
But, as you've probably guessed by now, Mr. Kivuitu, this isn't really a letter to you at all. This is an attempt to put words to what cannot be expressed in words. To mourn what is too immense to mourn. A clumsy groping for something beyond the word 'heartbreak'. A futile attempt to communicate what can only be lived, moment by moment. This is a howl of anguish and rage. This is a love letter to a nation. 
ASEAN GO-NGO Forum puts key issues on the agenda

The second ASEAN GO-NGO Forum held in Ha Noi in December 2007 has put human trafficking, social protection and people with disabilities firmly on the agenda of both national NGOs and key ASEAN governments for the next 12 months.

The GO-NGO Forum examined two major consultation papers commissioned by ICSW for the Forum entitled:

· “Trafficking and related labour exploitation in the ASEAN region”; and

· “Social Protection in ASEAN: issues and challenges for ASEAN and its member countries”.

In addition, the meeting heard reports, particularly from a number of Vietnamese NGOs working in the field of People with Disabilities (PWD) on the key national and regional challenges for policy development and implementation to provide better services and opportunities, within a rights based framework, for PWD.

Unanimous recommendations

The GO-NGO Forum endorsed the value of continuing the Forum on an annual basis. It also recognised the need to undertake a lot of national level government-NGO dialogue on the three major issues identified in the lead up to next year’s Forum in Manila. The unanimously endorsed recommendations committed each ICSW National Council member and the relevant Social Welfare and Development Department in each ASEAN country to meet at least twice over the next eight months to prepare for the adoption of recommendations at the next Forum. Each of the consultation papers contains a chapter or section on the situation in each ASEAN country with a series of both national level and ASEAN regional level recommends to be considered. These chapters and recommendations are to be discussed and checked at the national level for modification before, and consideration at, the 2008 Manila GO-NGO Forum.

Minister welcomes NGOs and there work

In welcoming delegates to Vietnam and the Forum, Minister Dam Huu Dac acknowledged the importance of the GO-NGO partnership in economic and social policy:

“Non-governmental organisations play an important role in developing and implementing social security and development programmes of a country, especially the ASEAN member countries. Without the assistance from non-governmental organisations in terms of both technical issues and resource mobilisation in several policies and social development programmes, many countries will meet with difficulties in providing social services for vulnerable groups.”

In the context of Vietnam, where there is still not a clear appreciation of the independence of, or understanding of the role of, NGOs these were particularly welcome comments.

ASEAN engagement with NGOs not robust – but progress

ICSW President for South East Asia and Pacific, Michael Raper noted that the GO-NGO Forum is a very important development. Over its 40 year history, ASEAN engagement with NGOs had not been regarded by civil society organisations as having been robust or free-flowing or structured on the basis of mutual respect. The GO-NGO Forum made a commitment to regular structured dialogue on human trafficking, people with disabilities and social protection over the next 12 months. More detail on the GO-NGO Forum can be found on the ICSW website at http://www.icsw.org/region/seap.htm
Social Protection 

The introduction of minimum universal social security coverage is an urgent priority, but must be combined with the further development of existing social security schemes, the Secretary General of the International Social Security Association (ISSA), Mr. Hans-Horst Konkolewsky, told a meeting of Latin American social protection experts. 
“The introduction of a basic package of universal social security benefits must complement existing social security programmes,” Mr. Konkolewsky stated. 

“In countries with a long tradition of social security, for example in Latin America, any new reforms should be integrated with existing provisions as well as address the need for a universal minimum level of benefits,” he further emphasized. 

Mr. Konkolewsky referred to recent ISSA studies that confirm the trend towards more integrated social security systems in Latin America and other regions. These reforms reinforce coverage by combining contributory and non-contributory pension schemes, strengthening preventive health care and promoting work insertion alongside compensation. 

Recognizing that Latin America has a century of social security experience, ISSA Secretary General welcomed a return to social security's “fundamental values” in several countries. 

“We are convinced that the ideological shift in the Latin American region currently underway reinforces the concept of social security in all its dimensions,” Mr. Konkolewsky stated. 

ISSA is working with its member organizations in the region to establish an Observatory to monitor social security reforms and their impact, as part of new efforts to promote knowledge transfer and the sharing of good practices among social security institutions. 

Read more on ISSA at www.issa.int  
OECD 
DAC Peer Review of Finland
The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD has released its review of Finland’s development aid. The DAC found Finland to be a committed development co-operation actor that works within the EU and with other like-minded groups. The committee appreciated that the new development policy (2007) maintains the over-arching goal of poverty reduction and commitment to the MDGs, while also prioritising sustainable economic, social and ecological development. Announcement http://www.oecd.org/document/10/0,3343,en_2649_33721_39760586_1_1_1_1,00.html
Development Aid at a Glance Makes Foreign Aid Information Easier to Understand and Includes StatLinks to Key Data: Book on Online Bookshop  
Policy Coherence for Development 2007: Migration and Developing Countries: Book on Online Bookshop 
DAC News, November 2007 issue features articles on aid effectiveness, aid for trade, civil society organisations, and the role agriculture plays in poverty reduction: Newsletter
Health Care is Improving in OECD Countries but Better Management of Chronic Diseases is Necessary -only half of diabetics get needed eye screening according to Health at a Glance 2007: Press Release | Book Announcement 
New From UNRISD
Gendered Peace: Women's Struggles for Post-War Justice and Reconciliation 
This volume, edited by Donna Pankhurst, contributes to the growing literature on women, conflict and peacebuilding by focusing on the moments after a peace accord, or some other official ending for a conflict, often denoted as "post-conflict" or "post-war". http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/B3DB4EA5C021BFC4C12573AD004E7B66?OpenDocument

New Perspectives on Gender and Migration: Livelihood, Rights and Entitlements 
This book, edited by Nicola Piper, discusses theoretical and empirical developments in international migration from a gender perspective. Its main objective is to analyse the diversification and stratification of gendered migratory streams with regard to skill level, labour market integration, and legal status. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/8F874541B75E2B08C12573AD004B1675?OpenDocument
New UN NGO Websites
The NGO Section of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) has launched its new web site, focusing on information required by the NGOs with consultative status. Through the web site, NGOs can also access UN-NGO-IRENE, an informal regional network established to coordinate collaboration between the UN and NGOs. http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo/
 UN-NGO-IRENE: http://www.unpan.org/NGO.asp  AMR Innovation Fair: http://www.amrif2008.blogspot.com/
2008 ICSW 33rd Global Conference on Social Welfare 

Date: 30th June to 4th July 2008

Venue: Tours, France 

Contact Information: http://www.icsw2008.org/ and comite.service.francais@wanadoo.fr
This will be the 80th Anniversary of ICSW. The theme of the conference is Social Work, Social Protection and Social Development: Where have we been? Where are we going?
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