[image: image1.jpg]| InternationaL Councik

IAL FARE
A World Organisation Promoting Social Development



[image: image2.jpg]



SOUTH ASIA REGIONAL COOPERATION NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2009
IN THIS EDITION:
Hunger and food crisis

Child soldiers in Sri Lanka

Challenges for children with disabilities in Nepal

Child marriages in India and the role of civil society
Gender, religion and quest for justice in Pakistan

NGO meeting on “Conflict mediation and peace processes; The role of voluntary organisations”

International meet on MDG’S and children protection held at Cochin 

Hunger and Food Crisis
Mr. Deouf head of US Food and Agriculture Organisation has said that global food production which is already under strain from the credit crunch if not doubled by 2050, 9 billion people mostly from African and South Asian region will be deprived of food for nourishment. The global number of under nourished people in 2008 was 973 million out of a total world population of around 6.5 billion. 

Child Soldiers in Sri Lanka
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 prohibited recruitment of children as soldiers under article 38 of the Convention.  The UNICEF has raised serious concern over the growing number of children recruited by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who are being killed or injured. According to the reports of UNICEF it had clear indications that LTTE had intensified forcible recruitment of children as young as 14 years. 6,000 children were recruited as soldiers from 2003 to 2008 and many of these children are killed or injured in the fighting. 

Challenges for children with disabilities in Nepal

Nepal society still views disability as a penance for a sin committed in previous birth. A national report from Nepal says people with disabilities are deprived of many opportunities. There are about 40798 persons with physical disabilities, 16526 have a visual impairment and 2550 have a hearing impairment. This constitutes 10% of the Nepalese population. They have limited access to employment, entertainment and services provided by the state because less than 1% of people with disabilities are educated. Much has to be done to bring challenged people into the main stream of the economy and to enable them to be productive citizens. NGOs have to take initiative in this. 

Child marriages in India and the role of civil society

Forty per cent of the world’s child marriages take place in India resulting in a vicious cycle of gender discrimination, illiteracy and high infant and maternal mortality rates.

According to UNICEF’s latest report on the “State of the World’s Children – 2009” discrimination on the basis of gender has a direct impact on maternal health. http://www.unicef.org/sowc09/ It can deny girls and women access to education, prevent them from receiving or seeking adequate health care and bar them from making critical decisions that can affect their health and that of the new born child. 

Saving the lives of mothers and their newborns require more than just medical intervention. To be truly effective, these interventions must exist within an environment supportive of women’s rights. This the report suggests,  requires respect for the rights of women and children,  quality education,  a decent standard of living,  protection from abuse,  exploitation,  discrimination and violence and empowerment of women. 

Educating girls and women is not only pivotal to improving maternal and neonatal health, but it also has tangible benefits for families and societies. Educated women are more likely to delay marriages, ensure their children are immunized, be better informed about nutrition for themselves and their children and choose safer birth spacing practices. Their children have higher survival rates than those of uneducated women and tend to be better nourished.
On the role of civil society in maternal and newborn health, the report says social inclusion should be a priority in the development of health systems with an emphasis on including individual families, women and communities as partners in healthcare provision.
Communities can become partners in the promotion of their own health and well – being and that of their mother and children. Health systems can enlist communities through inclusion rather than coercion. 

Publications and Conferences

Gender, religion and quest for justice in Pakistan

A paper published recently on the website of the UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) in Switzerland, explores how Islam transformed the religious identity of Pakistan’s majority population to the central defining parameter of the state and society. This positioning of religion as the yardstick for all activities from politics to judicial structures, from entertainment to women’s rights, has undermined women’s already weak position in society and seriously challenges the quest for gender equality. The paper argues that the disempowerment of women has been the outcome, not the purpose, of ‘Islamization’ projects which have been executed in the pursuit of greater power alignments. However, the usage of Islam by diverse regimes has not impacted on women in like manner. Women were victims of gross negligence and paternalistic attitudes, but rescinding women’s rights was never a main objective until the administration of General Zia-ul-Haq (1977-1988). Under Zia the systematic and aggressive inscription of Islam into the body politic and social fabric had devastating consequences in general and women and non-Muslims in particular. The paper illustrates how gender cuts across other deeply entrenched social inequalities so that ‘Islamization’ measures have had different impacts on diverse groups of women. The State’s failure to deliver on its promises of equal opportunities, benefits and justice has created a vacuum into which the religious right inserted itself and was able to project itself as the harbinger of justice in a visibly unjust world. The paper, finally, argues that, regardless of the claims to the moral high ground of authenticity, the paramount concern of religious political projects is power – not religion, or ethnicity, or culture.

http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/0B1B12A22917ACCEC125755A006AE4FF?OpenDocument
NGO meeting on “Conflict mediation and peace processes; the role of voluntary organisations”

ICSW Kerala India organised a NGO Meet in January 2009 to increase awareness of ways of avoiding conflicts and fostering peace. About 35 NGO representatives who are members of ICSW Kerala branch India attended the meeting.
International President Mr. Christian Rollet spoke about welfare policies of ICSW. Mr. Denys Correll, Global Executive Director of ICSW, in his key note address, narrated the conflict situation now prevalent in countries like India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Gaza and Israel. He pointed out since governments are not effective in tackling conflict issues because of vested interest to be in power, it is the responsibility of civil societies and NGO’s to initiate action for mediation of conflict situations. 

Instead of waiting a conflict situation to go out of control, it is the duty of the civilians and government of each country to nip the conflict problems at the root level itself without allowing it to flare up was the observation made by the participants. Civil society organizations have to play a vital role to bring harmony among conflicting countries by influencing governments. The participants observed that civil society can foster peace and establish friendly ties and bi-lateral relationships. 

International meeting on MDG’S and children protection held at Cochin 

Ms. Pasty George, renowned social activist and winner of the “Order of Canada” in her key note address said, children are losing their childhood because of parental pressure and exploitation by unscrupulous elders. In the rat race of achieving high marks in examinations children are nowadays being forced to attend tuition classes in addition to spending the whole day in school. This is mistreatment of children. With support for public education eroding, education has become big business. Students have to pay hefty donations to get admission to educational institutions. 

Inappropriate sex education in Kerala and other states has led to children having problems in dealing with their sexuality in their growing stage. 90% of people who molest or rape children are known to them. This may even lead the child to commit suicide. But a culture of silence prevails in Indian society. The victim must know they are not in fault for the predatory behavior of some people. This attitude will go a long way   to protect the child from abuses. 
 The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.
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