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ICSW South Asia Region Meeting of Members at Cochin India

To review the activities of South Asia Region and to work out a strategy to increase activities, International Council of Social welfare organized a meet of the members of the region on 5th January 2009 at Rajagiri college of Social Sciences where Indian Council of Social Welfare Kerala Chapter is located. The host of the meet was Indian Council of Social Welfare, Kerala branch.

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Christian Rollet, International President. 13 ICSW members from India, Sri Lanka and Nepal participated in the meet. At the meet Mr. Denys Correll, Executive Director presented the four year Global Programme of ICSW. A discussion paper by Sri. A.S. Shenoy Editor ICSW South Asia Regional News Letter for setting directions for South Asia Region was the basis for discussion to improve activities of this region. The Regional President of the South Asia Region of ICSW explained activities of the region especially of Sri Lanka. Mr. J. Alexander President Indian Council of Social Welfare presented a report of the activities of the Indian Council. Mr. Bala Raju Nikku from Nepal made a presentation on establishing an ICSW presence in Nepal.

The major points discussed in the meeting were, how to increase activities of Indian and Sri Lankan National members of ICSW by making them effective networking bodies with major National NGOs as members. Expanded activities include participation in national policy making forums on welfare topics. National members should provide opportunities for social workers to improve professionalism and implementation of social policies with frequent interaction of social workers in professional social science schools in respective countries. The possibility of identifying an NGO in Nepal to affiliate with ICSW was discussed.

A primary aim is to make efforts to establish ICSW membership in all the countries of the South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and to form a five member ad hoc working group with tenure of one year to evolve and suggest activities for the South Asia region. The global president will present a proposal for this working group to the Management Committee. 
This was the first Regional meeting of ICSW attended by the Global President after his election in July 2008.
International Conference on Millennium Development Goals and Child Protection

An international conference on MDGs and Child Protection was organized by Rajagiri College of Social Sciences at Cochin on 6th and 7th February 2009. More than 250 delegates from various countries participated in this conference. Mr. Christian Rollet Global President of ICSW and Mr. Denys Correll, Executive Director ICSW were resource persons of this conference. 

 Mr. Christian Rollet, International President of ICSW addressed the delegates at the inaugural function. In his inaugural address he said ICSW has UN consultative status and officials of ICSW attend many UN global and regional meetings. ICSW has the right to make a statement to the UN Commission for Social Development every year and are involved in the formation of UN agenda in the field of social policies. For ICSW the World Summit for Social Development held in Copenhagen in 1995 is a major reference point. ICSW played a key role in the summit. A year prior to the Summit ICSW adopted the Tampere Manifesto at the Global Conference in Tampere, Finland. The Tampere declaration was “an integrated and integrative approach to social development. It called for a society that is pluralistic and tolerant at all levels. It accommodates people’s differences and enables all to participate in social, cultural, religious and economic activities taking fully into account the right to equal opportunities of future generations. The goal must be sustainable social development and not economic growth for its own sake”. Unfortunately the commitments made in Copenhagen were watered down at the 2000 Millennium summit. MDGs became the paramount objective at the start of the new millennium. They became the new consensus. 

In five years things have changed. The achievement of the MDGs is important. We have to support their achievement and it is a challenge. In the field of child protection there is much to be done.

The fixation on the “dollar a day” mantra of the MDGs while being a worthwhile publicity hook for the discussions of the poverty is a very limited. It implies that this minimum goal is enough. It is not. It keeps people in poverty. As Gosping Andersen underlined, “If you want to promote social justice and reduce social inequalities the best way to do is to invest in childhood because what you can do in early period of life remains strongly.

International President concluded his address quoting late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru “the building of a nation is relying on the shoulders of the children”. Let us all give children strong shoulders.

Mr. Denys Correll dealt in detail in the conference on the topic Millennium Development Goals – A global perspective. His paper is included in ICSW website. http://www.icsw.org/region/sca.htm

Global Warming and Climate Change

The UN forecasts that the seas are likely to rise up to 59cms by 2100 due to Global Warming. The Maldives are just 1.5 meters above sea level and even a small rise in sea level would inundate large parts of the archipelago. Alexander Muller Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) Assistant Director-General for Natural Resources Management and Environment Department has said that  ocean warming, frequent tropical cyclones, flash floods and droughts are likely to have a bad impact on food production. Climate projections for the Pacific Island countries are bleak and indicate reduced food security especially for households. He said countries will have to assess how vulnerable their food systems are and how they can adapt agricultural, forestry and fisheries to future climate related disasters. There is a need to act urgently.
News from Nepal

ICSW activities in Nepal 
Mr. Bala Raju Nikku, Head Department of Social Work Kadambari Memorial College of Science & Management, Kathmandu after participating in International Conference of ICSW held recently at Tour had evinced keen interest in introducing ICSW activities in Nepal. He also participated in the ICSW South Asia Regional meet held at Cochin India on 5th January 2009 and assured his commitment to form a link of ICSW in Nepal. He has now suggested Sutra Centre for Development Education and Research, an NGO for “C” Class membership of ICSW. Congratulations to Mr. Bala Raju Nikku for his active support. 

Child soldiers in Nepal 

According to special representative of UN Secretary General for children and armed conflict, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy about 3000 child combatants from the Maoist cantonments in Nepal will be discharged soon before the end February 2009.

Seminar on Human Rights in Pakistan

The Pakistan Labour Federation (PLF) with the collaboration of World Asian Workers Organisation (WAWO) on the occasion of the World Day for Human Rights organized a national seminar on Human Rights and Trade unions role in Lahore in December 2008. 

Addressing the seminar the founder Secretary General Haji Muhammed Saeed said it is the duty of all nations to highlight the main contents of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights throughout the world and to face with profound challenges of today and beyond. 

It was under the stewardship of Eleanor Roosevelt, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was presented to the nations of the UN to sign on 10th December 1948. To date the International Bill of rights, which comprises the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and its two covenants are the tools that steer the nations towards a just and peaceful world in which all humans are seen as being equal and having inalienable rights. The UDHR and its core values of inherent human dignity, non discrimination; equality; fairness; and universality apply to everyone, everywhere and always. The Declaration is universal, enduring, vibrant and it concerns all citizens of world. Contributed by Haji Muhammed Saeed
Non Denial of Treatment to AIDS patients
Considering cases of denial of services by doctors and hospitals to People Living with HIV and AIDS (PLHA) the Supreme Court of India recently approved Central Government directions to all State that doctors in Government and private sectors should not refuse treatment to people living with HIV and AIDS. The order says “All doctors, nurses and hospital staff whether in the public or private sector shall treat PLHA in a professional manner treating them always with dignity and care. No doctor or nurse shall refuse to treat PLHA on account of their positive status. In treating PLHA there shall be no discrimination or stigma whatsoever”

India - Role of Civil Society in implementation of the Right to Information (RTI) Act

The RTI Act 2005 was introduced to provide information to citizens on the activities of any organisation. The Central Public Information Officer (CPIO) and Information Commission (IC) have the responsibility of furnishing information and dealing with the appeals in the case of denial of information. Even though the act was used by large numbers of citizens across the country in India in the beginning, is slowly getting stuck in the web of bureaucratic complicities
The Right of Information Act has the potential to solve unmet service delivery needs such as poor health, education, water, infrastructure etc. But now citizens in India are aggrieved by the lethargic poor and insufficient functioning of the Central Information Commission. The solution is that only an active Central Information Commission can take action against malafide denials by Public Information officers. 

So the civil society need to be vigilant and should put constant pressure on the Information Commission to redress the denial of justice to provide necessary information to public within a specific time. For further information http://righttoinformation.gov.in/
All rural schools to get toilets and potable water in India
In the effort to achieve the MDG target for sanitation and drinking water, the Central Government resolved to provide toilets and potable water in all rural schools across the country by the end of 2008-2009. 11.88 lakh toilet units will be constructed in rural schools. So far 6.88 lakh units had been constructed. Preference will be given to girls schools to reduce dropout of girl children due to lack of basic toilet facilities in school. 
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