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NATIONAL SEMINAR ON PEACE AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND ROLE OF PEOPLE’S BASED ORGANISATIONS IN SRI LANKA
 
The International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) South Asia Regional Working Group in association with Free Trade Union Development Centre, Colombo organized a one day seminar on Peace and Social Development - Role of People Based Organizations (PBOs) in Colombo on 2nd September 2009. About 35 representatives of various PBOs from 6 provinces of Sri Lanka participated in the seminar. 
ICSW SA Regional President Mr. Charles Jayasinghe in Sinhalese language welcomed the gathering Dr. Mary Venus Joseph, Chair, ICSW SA Working Group in English outlined briefly the responsibilities of the SA Working Group in South Asia and in Sri Lanka in particular. 
Mr. A.S. Shenoy, Editor, ICSW Regional Newsletter read out the message from the ICSW Global President Mr. Christian Rollet. Mr. Tilakasiri, President of the Free Trade Union Development Centre, the local organizer of the seminar, briefed those present on the theme of the seminar.
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Mr. Sumith Nakandala, former South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) representative and official of the Foreign Ministry inaugurated the seminar.  In his inaugural address, he recalled the constitution of SAARC and Poverty Commission in Maldives. He then touched upon the poverty issues prevalent in South Asia Region and ethnic problems in Sri Lanka. He dealt at length on action being taken to alleviate poverty and to solve ethnic problems involving all affected groups.
Technical sessions
The First technical session was on Peace and Social Development Policies in Sri Lanka presented by Prof. A. Ranaveera, Director, Sri Lanka School of Social Work, National Institute of Social Development, Colombo. He discussed briefly the relationship between Peace and Social Development and the related current government policies in Sri Lanka. He progressively discussed the concepts of peace, social development and social policy. According to Prof. Ranaveera, Sri Lanka, despite being a low income country is rated at the rank 102 (just over mid-point) of the Human Development Index among 178 countries. This he attributed to the priority placed by the government on poverty alleviation programmes. He cautioned, however, that some vulnerable populations are not yet covered by the government programmes for which the support of People Based Organisations need to play an important role.
Sri Lanka is a welfare state since its independence in 1948. The Government policies on social development are not available in one place as such policies are based on political ideologies formulated by government from time to time. Governments formulated these welfare policies considering the welfare of the people in the country as prime responsibility. There were drastic changes in the policies between 1977 and 2005 with the introduction of free market economy principles and selective services especially in relation to food supply. These policies were formulated under the guidelines of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF).

For the first time in 2005 the Government introduced mixed social economic policies by stopping privatization. These policies have started yielding results by gradually decreasing poverty and services provided by political front to vulnerable groups of people such as disabled, displaced persons, old age persons and children etc. The lack of peace in the country has resulted in:-

· Populations in remote and rural area being neglected
· Welfare policies were not reaching working class people in plantation areas.

· Lack of financial resources

· Unequal distribution of the benefits of social development programmes.

He concluded permanent peace in Sri Lanka can be achieved only by formulating social policies to reach all sections of the population living in rural, plantation and urban areas and by the participation of people through the civil society movement.
The second technical session on Social Networking was presented by Dr. Ponna Wignaraja and his team member Mr. Jonus Miebach from Germany. They demonstrated, through video presentation, two case studies in Nepal and Sri Lanka. It highlighted people combating poverty with the help of an external facilitator. In the presentation they emphasized we all talk but we have done nothing much on these issues for the past 60 years with the result that poverty still exists. They then described the activities of South Asian Perspectives Network Association (SAPNA) in conducting scientific studies on social issues. Through such studies SAPNA has produced fundamental documents including a road map to eliminate poverty. They concluded poverty has to be considered in a holistic manner and not at political level only. The point they stressed in the presentation was to make poverty a part of the solution not a problem by identifying inherited strength through the problem.
In the post lunch session the role of PBOs in Conflict and Peace Process was presented by Dr. Jehan Prerara, Chief Executive of National Peace Council, Sri Lanka. 
He said, for the past three decades Sri Lanka was in stalemate due to violent conflict between governments that were not prepared to devolve power to the Tamil majority provinces and a Tamil militant movement that wanted little short of a separate country. At the present time Sri Lanka is in a post-war situation with a government that enjoys majority electoral support. The Opposition is weak. The Sri Lankan Government's defeat of the LTTE and the destruction of its command and control structures have been seen as an historic opportunity for political and economic progress in Sri Lanka.
Sri Lanka presents an image of determined leadership with an intention to take the country from a situation of war and division to a situation of peace and unified government On the other hand, in making these decisions it is important to keep in mind that the people in Sri Lanka are plural, of different ethnicities and expectations. It is necessary that the different sections of the population feel comfortable with the actions being taken by the government. This is vital if the people of Sri Lanka are to become united in supporting the government and its actions in a manner that promotes problem solving and national unity. An immediate measure that needs to be given priority attention is ensuring that a quarter of a million displaced civilians are provided with improved relief and rehabilitation services and are resettled in their home villages as soon as possible.

The issue that is proving to be the most contentious in Sri Lanka's post-war context is the approximately 280,000 internally displaced persons who are presently confined to 32 welfare centres in the North.  While the facilities within the welfare camps have been a source of concern, the most controversial issue has been the barbed wire fences and army guards that surround them and deny the people the freedom to move. There has also been no registering of people in a transparent manner. 

The forces of ethnic Sinhalese nationalism now argue the gains of war obtained through the sacrifice of Sinhalese soldiers should not be surrendered at the stroke of a pen by granting greater devolution of power to the Tamil majority areas.  A confidence building measure would be to ensure the physical and mental security of Tamil citizens living throughout the country. 

He concluded that at present there is no powerful civil society movement supported by Government. To make peace and democracy sustainable, Sri Lanka needs an accountable Government that ensures justice to all through involving civil society while developing social welfare policies and investigating war-related human rights issues. 
The Fourth Technical session was on the role of PBOs in Peace and Social Development in the country and the region as members of the International Council on Social Welfare. The session presenter was Dr. Mary Venus Joseph with a PowerPoint presentation on the International Council, regional and national structure. Dr. Joseph emphasized the need and importance of a National Member Organization in Sri Lanka and Networking of PBOs. 
Mr. Charles Jayasinghe, the Regional President explained how ICSW International activities started in Sri Lanka in 1996 when his organization Samadeepa Samaja Kendraya becoming a ‘C’ class member of ICSW.
Group Discussion

The last session was the group discussions to elicit the views of the participants. The participants discussed in two groups the involvement of PBOs in strengthening civil society in Sri Lanka. The group discussion was facilitated by Mr. A.S. Shenoy, Mr. Charles Jayasinghe, Dr. Mary Joseph and Mr. G.V.D. Tilakasiri, Free Trade Union Development Centre.
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Recommendations of the Seminar
· Civil society be empowered to fight against corrupt politicians by building a mass movement for political reforms. 
· Against the background of differences in languages, religion and ethnic origin, value for human dignity should be given the highest regard. Awareness should be given to all sections of the society from the young to the old.

· Sri Lanka should have a national member of ICSW. 

· Military approach should be replaced by humanitarian approach

· Due recognition should be given to PBOs and elicit the reviews for welfare policy formation. 
· All should be committed to the welfare of the affected Tamil Segment. In The North-East part of Sri Lanka some new avenues have to be worked out for a better future ahead and military approach to be replaced by humanitarian approach. 
· Major trade unions operating in the plantations have to work for the welfare of the workers
· Both Tamil and Sinhalese language should be given equal importance in the whole of Sri Lanka and the Government to be pressurized to implement the dual language policy in Sri Lanka. 
· Stringent measures to be taken against corruption, bribery and violence
· Government policies to be disseminated to the people

· All the four leading religious leaders to be involved while working in strengthening civil society.

The day after the seminar Dr. Mary Joseph, Sri A.S. Shenoy and Mr. Tilakesiri called on Mrs. Viji Jegarasasingam. Secretary, Ministry of Social Services and Social Welfare and sought her assistance in influencing the government to empower civil society to participate in social development and to initiate action for involvement of POC’s from Sri Lanka in International Council on Social welfare. 
A discussion was also held with Prof. Ranaveera, Secretary, National Institute of Social Development to ascertain possibilities of the Social Science College becoming involved in ICSW activities  

KAZAKHSTAN AND INDIA PARTNERSHIP
Kazakhstan is rich in oil fields. Satpayav region of Kazakhstan is situated in the highly prospective region of north Caspian Sea in the proximity to four oil fields. A peak of 2.87 lakhs barrels a day is envisaged from these oil fields. 
The Government of India sanctioned the state run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) of M/s Mital Investment Saral Corporation to sign an agreement with Kazakhstan Government for a USD400 million investment in the Satpayav oil fields. The Indian company will have 25% stake in these oil fields. They will also pay USD80 million as a one time assignment fee. 

The two partners have committed a minimum exploration investment of USD165 million and an additional operation exploration expenditure of USD235 million. Kazakh National oil firm Kazmunai Gas will be the operator of the field holding the remaining 75% stake 

ASSISTANCE TO TAJIKISTAN
Tajikistan a nation separated from Russia and a member of South Asia Region of ICSW. Tajikistan’s critical location shares borders with China, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan and narrowly separated from Pakistan occupied Kashmir. Added to Tajikistan’s prime location, it is a Muslim majority secular state with a declared interest in fighting international terrorism, religious extremism, drugs and trans national crimes.

India is supporting Tajikistan by providing training in defence and upgrading the airport at Ayni near Dushanbe. The aid from India to Tajikistan is valued at USD20 million to 25 million. When planned electricity projects are completed, from the huge potential of electricity generation, it will be possible for India to import electricity from Tajikistan. Russia and China have also extended aid to this nation to the tune of USD1 billion and 400 million respectively. Recently Indian President Prethibha Patil visited this country which is the first visit of an Indian President.  

INDIA ON PATH OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY
The Delhi based economic think tank - National Council for Applied Research (NCAER) predicted the Indian economy will expand by 7 %. 

On the basis of HDR ranking countries on the Human Development Index (HDI) measuring their program on three key indicators - education, life expectancy and income, India is ranked 134 out of 182 countries. India’s score on the key indicators, life expectancy is 63.4 years, adult literacy rate is 66% and per capital GDP on purchasing power parity is 2753.

Global differentials in human development in South Asia regions as per the 2009 report are Sri Lanka 102, India 134, Pakistan 141, Nepal 144, Bangladesh 146 and Afghanistan 181. 
REFORM PACKAGE FOR PAKISTAN TRIBAL AREAS 


Pakistan announced its independent package of reforms for its tribal areas, including lifting a ban on political activities to enable citizens to integrate with the rest of the country and marginalize military and extremism.


In addition to removing the ban on political activities, the package also includes changes to frontier crimes, regulations, colonial law that provided for arbitrary arrest and detention without right to bail to an entire tribe including women and children below 16 years as collective punishment. 

INDIAN ASSISTANCE FOR REHABILITATION OF WAR DISPLACED PERSONS IN SRI LANKA 


A six member India agriculture expert team lead by Mr. S.P. Tiwari, Deputy 
Director of Indian Council of Agriculture including Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, eminent agriculturist of M/s Swaminathan Research Foundation visited Sri Lanka in September. The mission of the team was to help the revival of agriculture in northern Sri Lanka as part of Rs. 500 crore packages announced earlier by India for relief, reconstruction and rehabilitation of three lakh war displaced persons. Under this assistance program India could facilitate accelerating the progress in livelihood rehabilitation of the farm and fisheries families in the conflict areas. 


Over 80% of the population of the northern province of Sri Lanka comprising the Districts of Jaffna, Killinochake, Mullaithivu, Mannar and Vavuniya depend on farm enterprises for income security. India has also offered to develop the existing fishermen centre at Mannar as “Fish for All” training centre on the model of one setup in Poompuhar, Tamil Nadu India. 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND PUBLICATIONS 
ICSW International Conference at Hong Kong 
2010 joint world conference on Social work and Social development will be organized jointly by International Council on Social Welfare, International Association of Schools of Social Work and International Federation of Social Workers from 10 to 14 June at Hong Kong convention Centre, Hong Kong. 

For registration and submission of papers visit website www.swsd2010.org
Publications 

Gender, Religion and Democratic Politics in India 

This is a Research Report on India in the Religion, Politics and Gender Equality Project. The paper explores the interplay of gender, religion and democratic politics in India. It particularly explores the roles played by women in Hindutva politics and campaigns, and the impact of this on the rights and empowerment of women. It furthermore takes up the issue of the effects of identity politics on minority women’s rights. 

For details visit website:

http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/11894477A91FC43DC1257641002CE44B?OpenDocument

Gender, Religion and the Quest for Justice in Pakistan 

Another Research Report on Pakistan in the Religion, Politics and Gender Equality Project., explores how Islam in Pakistan metamorphosed from the religious identity of the majority population. Frequently, the impact on women of fusing politics and religion is considered as a self contained matrix. This paper starts from the premise that the ultimate aim of politicoreligious elements is to capture state power in which disempowering women is only one effective tool in seeking legitimacy and asserting influence; women becoming markers of appropriated territory in wider power contestations. 

For details visit website: http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/83014A471FAF42CAC12576310027FE6A?OpenDocument
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