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ICSW (International) South Asia Region Working Group 
As a outcome of the meeting of the members of South Asia Region convened by International Council of Social Welfare at Cochin, India on 5th January 2009, to revive national ICSW in various South Asia Region Countries, a South Asia Region Working Group was formed for a period of one year from April 2009 to March 2010 with the following members.

Chair:
Dr. Mary Joseph, Vice Principal Rajagiri College of Social Sciences and President, Kerala Chapter of ICSW.
Members:
Mr. Charles Jayasinghe Sri Lanka, Regional President South Asia Region Committee.

Dr. J Alexander, President Indian Council of Social welfare.

Mr. Bala Raju Nikku, Nepal, Head Department of Social Work Kadambari Memorial College of Science and Management.

Ex-officio 
Mr. A.S. Shenoy, Chairman Adoption Scrutiny Committee ICSW Kerala     Chapter, India and Editor South Asia Regional Newsletter. 

Main objectives of the working group are

1. To finalise and implement realistic targets to revive activities of ICSW in all member countries of South Asia Region

2. To identify national priorities and a national plan of action in Sri Lanka and India

3. To create a regional networking system

4. To set up national councils of ICSW with an initial priority of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) countries

Terrorism and Peace – Role of civil societies

Recent terrorist strikes in eleven different parts of Mumbai are an affront to India and a warning to all nations. To stop terrorism, requires effort by all to stay united against all dividing forces, political leadership and strengthening of intelligence and security systems. Civil Society has an important role in stopping terrorism by exerting pressure on politicians to promote community harmony and to avoid bitterness of religious politics.

With terrorism today, human security, democracy and prosperity of a nation are threatened. Human security can be achieved in societies only where fundamental freedom is respected. Former UN secretary General Kofi Annan has said “Humanity will not enjoy security without development, it will not enjoy development without security and it will not enjoy either without respect for human rights”. When civilization and human dignity are at stake, civil societies should come forward to share the burden of the fight against terror and international criminalities. 

Any conflict can be exploited by terrorists to kill and maim innocent people. Where there is a conflict that could play in the hands of terrorists, it is important to resolve it in order to deny them pretext to perpetrate terrorism in any society.

A peace accord between conflicting countries of South Asia Region is the only means for securing peace and stability in the region. War and terrorist activities are not an option to end violence. Civil society organizations have a vital role play to bring harmony to conflicting countries by influencing governments to foster peace and forge friendly ties and to continue bi- lateral relationships. Civil society should create pressure groups in those countries facing terrorism to ensure an end to the scourge of terrorism.

Role of Media in South Asia – A Report from Sri Lanka Mass Media Society

The media has a social responsibility to promote peace processes in the South Asia Region. The time has come for the media in south Asia to seriously reflect on its role to improve its performance in betterment of the welfare of the people and peace processes in society. It is high time media personalities in South Asia developed an actionable code of conduct to deal with issues related to peace and issues that have a direct bearing on the lives of the people. 

The main role of the media is not only to deliver credible information but also to provide the public with full factual background and information on news items. Asia is looking forward to the growth of the media. 70% of its top selling news papers are from South Asia.
Billion people go hungry in the world

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has indicated that all most a billion people go hungry each day after food price rises push 40 million more vulnerable people around the world into the ranks of the under nourished. 65% of those who go hungry are in developing countries. The FAO has reported food prices are still high, 28% higher than over the last two years. The number of people unable to afford to eat enough calories to lead a normal, active life has increased. 

This FAO report pointed out that the overwhelming majority of the hungry live in the developing world 65% of them in just seven countries- India, China, The Democratic Republic of Congo, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Ethiopia. The worst affected are land-less families particularly in households headed by women.  For millions of people in developing countries eating the minimum amount of food every day to live an active and healthy life is distant dream, according to FAO’s Assistant Director General Hafez Ghanem. 

Redressing the Governance Systems of Nations
In many countries democracy means government by the people, of the people, and for the people. But in many countries politicians, bureaucrat’s judicial officers, consultants etc. fail and become corrupt, immoral, inhuman, unethical and insensitive. Here citizens have to awake and arise to correct the systems. Recent terrorist attack in Mumbai has exposed that no section of Indian society is safe. The terrorist attacks created feelings against the political and bureaucrat class which govern the country.
No nation or economy can survive for long on large disparities and ill-treatment of people. The child mortality rate in India is highest and 40% of all children in the world who are not immunized lived in India. Almost 77% of people in India live on earning less than Rs.100 (USD$2) per day and 26% people live below the poverty line earning less than Rs.12 (USD25 cents) per day. Children are neglected and many of them instead of being in school and learning continue to work in inhuman conditions as rag pickers, domestic staff in hotels and hazardous industrial establishments. Girls as young as three to four years old are kidnapped, raped and exploited for sex.
The elected legislatures and government officials who are supposed to work for the welfare of the people without any remuneration are doing such work only if they are compensated with money or other facilities. The cost of living has risen so high that poor people cannot afford two decent meals per day. Houses have become so expensive that poor and middle class families cannot afford to purchase a decent house in big cities and towns.

Helpless populations have no alternative but to simply reconcile their fate and not expect any support or redress from public system. Anyone can be a victim of such deterioration in a society.
Let us try to bring changes in the government system. All citizens of a nation have a duty to themselves and to the nation to improve the governance system for equitable distribution of income and wealth, equal respects of all human beings irrespective of cast, creed, faith and social status.

Contributed by Mr. Hariom Jindal, India who is a social activist and wish to bring a change in the society for betterment of the people. Readers’ views are solicited. Email Id of Jindal is seair1@cify.com
Publications and Research Papers
Statistical Evidence on Care and Non – Care work Debbie Budleder of the UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) gives statistical evidence on care and non care works in 6 countries - Argentina, Nicaragua, India, Republic of Korea, South Africa and Tanzania. The project aims to explore ways in which care and care of persons in particular is provided by the institutions and focuses on the quantitative aspects of unpaid care provided by individuals in households. The paper is divided in 9 sections. The paper can be found at: http://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/document.nsf/(httpPublications)/F9FEC4EA774573E7C1257560003A96B2?OpenDocument 
Use of RIT to improve welfare measures of workers
A study conducted by People’s Training and Research Center in Gujarat, found that number of workers covered under the Employees State Insurance Act enacted in 1948 has gone down considerably leaving a large work force without any legal cover and social security. Since information was not available from Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESI), the Peoples Training and Research Center demanded information under Right to Information Act from Employees State Insurance Directorate on the working of the dispensaries in Gujarat. In the findings for the period 2003 and 2008, nine dispensaries were closed in the Baroda Regions. The number of nurses appointed was only 96 against sanctioned posts of 197. Medical officers are only 235 against sanctioned posts of 361 that is one doctor for every 1348 insured persons. 
Full text and findings of the study is available on web site: www.ptrc.info,


Contributed by Jagdish Patel Director Email: jagdish.jb@gmail.com
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