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REGIONAL COOPERATION NEWSLETTER
South East Asia & the Pacific

Bulletin #2 / 2008
6 June 2008
Dear ICSW Members and ASEAN GO-NGO Forum participants
Gerry reports from Myanmar
“ASEAN is starting to take an increasing role in responding to cyclone Nargis in Myanmar. Teams comprising three UN, three ASEAN and three Government members are presently undertaking assessment missions to cyclone areas to identify needs. The hope is that this will lead to greater access for relief efforts to the people soon”. 
We very much hope that ASEAN can continue to speed up relief efforts for the millions of people still suffering in Myanmar.
Dear ICSW Members and ASEAN GO-NGO Forum participants

We hope by now you have received SEAP Bulletin #1/08 including the paper on Social Protection in ASEAN countries as an attachment. Any problems with any of this please don’t hesitate to let us know by return email.

Human trafficking in ASEAN countries
Bulletin #1/2008 referred to the ICSW Draft Briefing Paper “Trafficking and related Labour Exploitation in the ASEAN region”. 

Attached to this Bulletin is a copy of the Executive Summary (Chapter 1) and the relevant country chapter for your country. These are in Word format to make it easier for editing and “enrichment” following the consultations in your country.

You will recall that one of the recommendations coming out of the GO –NGO Forum in HaNoi was that discussions would be held in each ASEAN country to consider the relevant chapter from “Trafficking and related Labour Exploitation in the ASEAN region”. You will need to read the Executive Summary and the attached chapter and organise discussions within your organisation, with your member organisations (if this is appropriate) and then with your country’s SOMSWD Focal Points. The list of Focal Points was attached to Bulletin #1.
Please schedule time for these consultations during June and July to enable feedback to us by 15 August. An updated publication can then be prepared well in advance of the next GO-NGO Forum.

If you would like a copy of the whole document on trafficking, we refer you to the ICSW website http://www.icsw.org/ where both this and the Social Protection paper have been posted.

2008 GO-NGO Forum - Manila
We have been advised by the ASEAN Secretariat that the next SOMSWD meeting (Senior Officials Meeting on Social Welfare and Development) has been scheduled for 2-5 December 2008 in Manila. The Third GO-NGO Forum is scheduled for Tuesday 2 December 2008. The ICSW preparatory meeting will therefore be held on Monday 1 December 2008. 

At least one ICSW delegate from each country is supposed to be included in the country delegation to the SOMSWD. This means your country is supposed to pay for transport and accommodation for one ICSW delegate to attend the SOMSWD and GO-NGO Forum. The ASEAN Secretariat should be writing to each country Focal Point to make sure that they understand this. You will need to have discussions with your Focal Point to clarify this as soon as possible and to let us know if there are any misunderstandings or difficulties.
International Council on Social Welfare - Global Conference

Michael will be attending the 33rd ICSW Global Conference in Tours France in early July to represent the South East Asia & Pacific Region. This conference will mark the 80th anniversary of ICSW and will adopt a new Global Program for ICSW to cover the next four years – 2008 to 2012. 
The newly appointed Minister of Women, Family and Community Development for the Federal Government of Malaysia, YB Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen will also be attending the ICSW Global Conference. 
The result of the current postal ballot election for a new Global President of ICSW will also be announced at the conference. The candidates are Mr Christian Rollet from France, the current Global Treasurer of ICSW, and Mr Charles Abbey from Ghana, the current President of the West and Central Africa Region of ICSW. 
Best wishes

Michael, Gerry and Julia
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Michael Raper, President, South East Asia & Pacific Region, ICSW

Gerry Fox, ICSW Special Representative, South East Asia & Pacific
Julia Fountain, ICSW Senior Regional Officer, South East Asia & Pacific
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