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In African societies, aging did not create any significant problems, as Elderly People were recognized as part of the family heritage. They were integrated and cared for within the family or community nucleus. 
Nowadays, economic and socio-cultural mutations in a context of persistent poverty have brought about social exclusion and marginalization, phenomena which affect elderly people. 
During the 20th century, the aging issue was a phenomenon specific to developed countries. 
It is now an emerging concern in less advanced countries, a serious issue set to become amplified within the next 50 years. 
The situation is even more severe for countries with a growing number of Elderly people with a low level of socioeconomic development. 
Women usually represent a high percentage of these Elderly people, in particular those living alone, all the while they have very few opportunities to access productive employment. 
The evolution of the age structure, in conjunction with the aging of society, has contributed to the reduction of the basis of support for elderly people. 
Elderly people need additional attention and care in certain circumstances that render them more vulnerable. 
As a result of globalization, there is a growing attitudinal gap between the younger and older generations. 
Agriculture is the main provider of income-generating work for Elderly People in rural settings. 
This opportunity is shrinking, due to urbanization and rapid economic changes. 
Furthermore, elderly people traditionally maintained their livelihoods through cotton, coffee or cocoa culture. Today, this market is no longer viable. The situation is even more alarming as these people do not benefit from a retirement pension. 
The aging of societies is typically perceived as a challenge, and elderly people as a burden. However, their potential contribution to local and national development is not negligible. 
In traditional African settings, assistance, support and protection of the elderly hinge on family Solidarity, and are recognized as a community-wide responsibility. 
Since 1969, public policy initiatives in favor of elderly people have been undertaken all over the world. 
In 1993 in Mali, this was translated into the adoption of a special program in favor of elderly people, aiming at « a society for all ages ».

. In the end, this salient topic highlights the large challenge of sharing collective resources between elderly people, adults, and the youth. The answer to the needs of these social categories should promote concerted actions and linkages between researchers, political decision makers and social development actors. 
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