33EME CONFERENCE MONDIALE DU CIAS, TOURS (FRANCE) 30 JUIN - 4 JUILLET 2008
33RD GLOBAL CONFERENCE OF ICSW, TOURS (FRANCE) JUNE 30TH - JULY 4TH 2008


Symposium n°1 - The growing role of civil society, NGOs, empowerment of citizens
NGOS AND CHILD PROTECTION IN ROMANIA
Diana NISTORESCU (Romania)

Director of the Romanian Childhood Protection NGO Federation (FONPC)
The NGO sector emerged in Romania in the last 18 years, during the post-communist era. , From an institutional point of view, NGOs working in the field of childhood protection are the most mature in the sector. There are approximately 600 NGOs in this field operating in Romania. The most important defining element of this maturity is the fact that these NGOs organized themselves into a coalition ten years ago: the Romanian Childhood Protection NGO Federation (FONPC)
These non-profit organizations or foundations offer services to children and vulnerable families, covering the entire range of services that exist in Romania. In fact, they created new types of child-oriented social services, as an alternative to the traditional institution. Even the decentralization process of the child protection system was based on a project created by an NGO. 
The fact that their activities are mainly focused on service provision implies that Romanian NGOS in this field do not engage much in advocacy or in childhood policy lobbying. This role is in part taken up by the FONPC, which of courses draws on the existing resources the 103 member organizations can provide.  
Currently, the FONPC is developing two political projects: one is a work group concerning the delegation of general public social services, and the creation of an Alternative Report concerning respect for children’s rights in Romania. 80 NGOs – member and non-member – are involved in the production of the Alternative Report. 
After Romania joined the European Union, NGOs went through a difficult period, from both a financial and human resources perspective. Because of this, they require support for their institutional development, as well as to guarantee their sustainability. In parallel, some serious advocacy efforts are needed with relevant authorities, in order to insure that the services these NGOs provide are maintained for beneficiaries. 
In light of this, the working group concerning the delegation of general public social services has instituted a dialogue with the authorities so that the process – which is in part called for by authorities – can be carried out under certain conditions, allowing for the development of existing services, their adaptation to identified needs in communities, all this within the paradigm of respect for the rights of children and their families. 
