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Participation
Thirty-five Member States, Seven Intergovernmental Organisations, Three Civil Society and Three Business Sector Representatives participated in the Round Table. I had the priviledge and honour to be a member of the Civil Society Group.

Presentation

Civil Society and the Business Sector were given one and one-half minutes (1 ½) each to make a presentation and therefore, I had to quickly revise my notes to be able to make the time. These are as follows:  

1. We cannot fully conclude this Round Table without giving comprehensive thoughts and actions on children, youth and persons with disability who constitute nearly 60% of the population in Sub-saharan Africa.

2. Their access to quality, affordable education has suffered and continues to suffer at an alarming rate.

3. Equally, their access to quality, affordable health services is very poor and bad.

4. These factors, and unfavourable trade policies, unemployment, etc., has made them to explore every means to migrate to the West.

5. They have also become very vulnerable to war lords and leaders who use (mis-use) them as tools to create violence and unending wars in the sub-region

6. If we recognise that quality education and health services are keys to INDIVIDUAL and NATIONAL development, then my submission is that this Round Table does make the appropriate and strong recommendations and decisions without delay.  
It is very heart warming to note that my submission received coverage on page 20 of the General Assembly Meetings Coverage, Plenary 108th & 109th Meetings (AM & PM) GA/10366, 28 June 2005. http://www.un.org/News
Conclusion

I am very appreciative and grateful to the NGO Working Group for nominating me to be part of this important activity. I think that my work in assisting NGOs in Ghana and the sub-region to organise them into a body that is addressing their various countries Poverty Reduction Papers has facilitated this recognition. Particularly, I must mention the good working relations that I have with the Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches in West Africa (FECCIWA) in Ghana as well as the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW).
If I had the resources, it is my plan to organise conferences and workshops for NGOs and CSOs in the West African sub-region and to invite the NGO Working Group and other relevant and competent institutions/organisations to facilitate further discussions on the FFD and other issues. The key objective is to empower the NGOs and CSOs to be able to engage their governments more meaningfully and also be included in government delegations to the UN and other regional bodies such as ECOWAS

Again, and again, I am very grateful to the NGO Working Group. I look forward to increased and expanded working relations in the coming weeks.
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