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Development quote: “poverty can also mean the denial of opportunities and choices most basic to human development – to lead a long, healthy, creative life; to have a decent standard of living”. The State of Human Development, UN 1998 

ICSW 33rd Global Conference, France: An Opportunity to meet with Key Stakeholders

France will welcome stakeholders in social policies from around the world for the 33rd Global Conference of the International Council on Social Welfare. The aim of the conference is to help participants to progress social welfare, social justice and social development. This will be achieved by national and international institutions exchanging information and “best practices”. This is the mission of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW). 
The 33rd Global Conference will take place in Tours France from June 30 to July 4.
The ICSW was created 80 years ago during a founding congress in Paris. The ICSW brings together a number of national organizations working towards social progress, social justice and social development. Its members are acknowledged experts in their fields. It holds the highest consultative status with the United Nations and its partners.

Every second year, the ICSW hosts a global conference where to analyze the major changes in social progress, to understand better the coming challenges, to debate issues, and to exchange experiences are the order of the day. 

This conference was last held in France in 1950. A non-profit organization created in 1927, the Comité National d’Action Sociale – CNAS (National Committee on Social Welfare) is a founding member of the ICSW. As ICSW’s national member organisation affiliate in France, CNAS is organizing the Tours Conference.

Globalization at the heart of the Tours Conference

The theme chosen for the Tours Conference is: “The dynamics of social

development in the context of globalization: lessons from the past, challenges for today and tomorrow”. This central theme will be developed during three plenary sessions, nine symposia and 50 workshops. For registration and other details, please see www.icsw2008.org
ICSW Participates in ECOWAS Commission Experts Group Meeting on Draft Labour Policy, Nigeria.

An Expert Group meeting on the Draft ECOWAS Labour Policy and Strategic Plan of Action was held at the ECOWAS Commission Secretariat, 4th-6th March 2008. The meeting was the first step in considering and reviewing the documents submitted before the adoption by the ECOWAS Council of Ministers. 

The Acting Commissioner for Human Development and Gender of the ECOWAS Commission, Prof. Lambert N. Bamba, in his opening remarks underscored the challenge of policy development. Prof. Bamba policy development can be a tortuous journey that requires the injection of the best expertise in order to evolve a policy instrument that will enhance the realisation and the effective implementation of a policy. Prof. Bamba said ECOWAS is continually faces challenges as a regional community organisation. ECOWAS has the task of harmonising Member States Policies and providing direction to guide member states. This is done in the context of designing acceptable agreements that can withstand the test of time. Globalisation, Prof. Bamba said further, has imposed the need to function within the context of the globalised world.

ICSW notes the very good work that ECOWAS Commission continues to do for the sub-region and beyond. ICSW would like to appeal to all stakeholders to continue to provide ECOWAS with the needed support.

The Experts were drawn from the Federal Ministry of Labour, Nigeria, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nigeria, UNESCO, International Labour Organisation (ILO), ECOWAS Commission, International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW), Organisation of African Trade Union Unity (OATUU) and Rescue Foundation Ghana. Mr. Charles Abbey, ICSW Regional President for Central and West Africa, represented ICSW at the Experts Group meeting.

ADP Executive Director Participates in 15th ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, Slovenia

Mr. Charles Abbey, Executive Director, African Development Programme (ADP) participated in the 15th African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) – European Union (EU) Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA), Ljubljana, Slovenia, from 15th to 20 March 2008. High on the agenda included Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs), European Development Fund (EDF), Regional Integration, Structural Adjustment Programmes: from ready-to-wear to tailor-made, Improving Food Security in ACP States, Social Consequences of child labour and the strategies to combat child labour. For detailed reports and information, please see the web site of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly:

www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp 

Mr. Charles Abbey’s participation was graciously funded by Eurostep, Belgium and SLOGA, Slovenia.

Watch Out!! EPAs may split ACP regional groupings, including ECOWAS

Mrs. Glenys Kinnock, Member European Parliament (MEP), Co-President ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly in her key note address on 17th March 2008 at the 15th ACP-EU JPA, Slovenia, noted “the conflict and contention that has mired the whole EPA process – particularly as that rush to the finishing line of December 2007 approached”. “Perhaps the biggest casualty of the whole process has been regional integration. Regionalism is a key component of a progressive development strategy, and yet the (EU) Commission’s policy of concluding separate deals with individual states, or groups of countries, has splintered ACP regions. The Commissioner continues to blame – what is clearly a limited outcome – on NGOs and on European Parliament members like myself”, she noted.

The report adopted by the JPA on Thursday 20th March 2008 warned that ACP regional integration could be jeopardised by the way in which interim EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements are being arranged. Some ACP sub-regions have entered into interim EPA arrangements in a way that may split ACP regional groupings and could undermine their integration process, the report further warned. In December 2007, Mauritius Ambassador Sutiawan Gunessee expressed concern about the relationship between EU and ACP countries. He spoke of the tacit pressure of the EC on ACP countries to sign “interim” EPA agreements that will lead to regional disintegration within the ACP. “A sad day for ACP-EU partnership”, he concluded.

Latvia Platform of NGOs welcomes southern partners

During the 15th ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, Mr. Charles Abbey, Executive Director, African Development Programme and ICSW Regional President for Central and West Africa discussed North-South partnerships with Mr. Peteris Henriksson, Special Representative of the Executive Director of Latvian NGDO Platform (LAPAS). LAPAS helps find cooperation partners among its member organisations, other Latvian NGOs and institutions in Latvia.

LAPAS unites more than 20 Latvian NGOs that are ready to share their development experience and facilitate development elsewhere in the world.

Currently, LAPAS member-organisations have expertise in the following fields: Good governance, criminal rights policy, Education policy, Sexual and reproductive rights, HIV/AIDS prevention, Children’s rights, Gender equality, etc. Southern NGOs are encouraged to visit LAPAS web site www.lapas.lv for possible cooperation partnerships. Or, contact Mr. Abbey at chasadp@africaonline.com.gh for assistance to identify a potential partner.
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