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Upon the invitation of H.E. Mr. Arjun Singh, Minister of Human Resource Development (MHRD) of the Republic of India, the Second Forum of Ministers of Social Development from South Asia met on 5 and 6 March 2008 in New Delhi, India. Ministers and High Level Officials of the following countries attended the meeting co-organized with UNESCO and with the support of the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR): Afghanistan, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

H.E. Mr. Wasil Noor Mohmand, Deputy Minister of Labour, Social Affairs, Martyrs and Disabled of Afghanistan, H.E. Mr Lyonpo Thinley Gyamtsho, Minister of Education, Royal Government of Bhutan, H.E. Mr. Arjun Singh, Minister of Human Resource Development, and H.E. Mrs. Purandeswari, Minister of State for Human Resource Development, India, Ms Racheeda Ali, Deputy Minister of Planning and National Development, Maldives, H.E. Ms. Pampha Bhusal, Minister for Women, Children and Social Welfare, Nepal, H.E. Mr. Shahid Malik, High Commissioner, High Commission for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and H.E. Mr. Douglas Devananda, Minister of Social Services and Social Welfare, Sri Lanka, attended the meeting, so did H.E. Mr. Zola Sidney Skweyiya, Minister of Social Development,  South Africa, and President of the MOST Programme, as well as Mr. Pierre Sané, UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences and the Representative of the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), Prof. T.C.A. Anant. 

We, the Ministers for  Social Development from South Asia meeting in New Delhi on 5 and 6 March 2008,

Taking into consideration the Bhurban Declaration adopted on 27 May 2006 in Pakistan, in which the participating Ministers or their representatives committed themselves to further strengthen the institutionalization of the Forum;


Noting that the countries in the region share not only similar historical and cultural linkages, going back thousands of years, but also similar challenges in social development in the present, 

Underlining the relevance of empowering the peoples and civil society of the region through transparency, public accountability and right to information leading to better governance and social development,
Recognize the peculiar situation of Afghanistan following three decades of war,
AGREE TO:

· Recognize the predominant place which needs to be accorded to social development, in line with the Copenhagen commitments on Social Development and its follow-up, the Millennium Development Goals and the SAARC Development Goals as outlined in the SAARC Social Charter; 
· Reaffirm our political will and determination to take all necessary measures to strengthen the cooperation between our countries in the domain of social development;
· Reiterate our common resolve to strengthen the Forum of Ministers of Social Development in South Asia, with the aim of facilitating consultations and dialogue that will help to develop social policies on the basis of scientific evidence;
· Ensure that the agreements and decisions arrived at, during the first Forum of Ministers in South Asia, Bhurban, May 2006, are implemented and,  to  pursue consultations with participating countries for the establishment of a network of national focal points, and relevant national institutions for the  theme (s) adopted by the Forum;
· Emphasize the need to establish on priority basis the institutional framework of this Forum in order to implement the Plan of Action outlined at Bhurban and New Delhi;
· Stress the need for a mid-term review meeting to be attended by all Member States for follow-up of the decisions taken at the Bhurban and New Delhi Meetings, in line with the existing resources and in cooperation with the host country;
· Encourage the Member States to assist Afghanistan in addressing its special needs in education, technical-vocational training and development of new technologies, the protection of disabled persons and support of projects for vulnerable people, the protection of children at risk and the control of the use of narcotics and drug trafficking;
· Strengthen cooperation among our countries in the field of social science research through:
i) Exchange of Best Practices

ii) Exchange of Social Scientists

iii) Pooling and exchange of information on research outcomes

iv) Horizontal cooperation projects networking social science research institutions.

· Promote and facilitate through exchange of Best Practices, early adoption,  in accordance with national priorities, of appropriate legislation, conferring right to information for all citizens from the governments and public authorities, to eliminate arbitrariness and corrupt practices and improve governance at the regional, national and local levels.
We thank H.E. Ms. Pampha Bhusal, Minister for Women, Children and Social Welfare of Nepal for having offered to host the next Forum of Ministers of Social Development from South Asia.

We commend the Government of India for having hosted the Second Forum of Ministers of Social Development from South Asia in New Delhi and for the support of the Government of India and UNESCO in organizing it.
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_______________________
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2. H.E. Mr. Wasil Noor Mohmand ____________________
(Afghanistan)
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