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Bulletin #3 / 2008
29 October 2008
The 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum rapidly approaches. 
This Bulletin concentrates on urgent preparations for this important Forum in Manila from 30 November to 2 December.
Dear ICSW Members and Friends in South East Asia and the Pacific (SEAP) Region
Successful “Strengthening National Councils” training workshop in Kuala Lumpur

The recently completed evaluation of the “Strengthening National Councils” training workshop in Kuala Lumpur 27-29 August indicates that, in almost every category of assessment, the workshop was regarded as big success by the vast majority of participants. This is very pleasing as a lot of organizational energy and expense went into the conduct of the workshop. More importantly however, it is very pleasing because the workshop should result in much stronger ICSW National Councils throughout the ASEAN and Pacific Region. 
The published Workshop Evaluation was recently distributed to all participants along with the relevant National Plan that each country group completed at, or soon after, the Workshop. 

The Workshop Evaluation is also attached to this Bulletin. The full report on all the sessions of the Workshop will soon be distributed to all participants as well.
Third ASEAN GO-NGO Forum in Manila - 30 November - 2 December
1. The dates

The 2008 ASEAN GO-NGO Forum, involving all ICSW Members in ASEAN countries, is soon to be held in Manila, Philippines. 
The relevant dates for ICSW Members and their delegates are:
Sunday 30 November 2008 - ICSW delegates travel and arrive in Manila, Philippines.
Monday 1 December - ICSW delegates Preparatory Meeting (NGO/ICSW DELEGATES ONLY)
Tuesday 2 December - ASEAN GO-NGO Forum
Please note that, as in previous years, ICSW will hold a one day Preparatory Meeting, for NGO/ICSW delegates only, on Monday 1 December. This is essential for ICSW delegates to get together and prepare for the GO-NGO Forum to be held the next day.  It is our responsibility to make sure we are fully prepared in order to make the best and most valuable contribution that we can to the GO-NGO Forum. The GO-NGO Forum for NGO and GO delegates will be held on Tuesday 2 December. 
NGO delegates will need to arrive on Sunday 30 November as the ICSW meeting will commence at 9 am on Monday 1 December. ICSW delegates will be entitled to stay overnight on Tuesday 2 December after the GO-NGO Forum and return travel will therefore be on Wednesday 3 December unless delegates make their own private arrangements at their own expense.

NCSD, the ICSW Member Organisation in the Philippines, is making all the necessary arrangements for accommodation and transportation to and from the airport in Manila.
2. Making arrangements for ICSW delegates to be included in SOMSWD meeting delegation
It is now essential for all ICSW Member Organisations to choose their delegate and begin to make preparations for attendance.

Select your delegate 
Each ICSW Member Organisation must select its delegate to the ASEAN GO-NGO Forum very soon. ICSW will soon send out to each Member Organisation the relevant Nomination Form.

Each ASEAN country is entitled to have one delegate to the GO-NGO Forum. Under resolutions of the first (Bangkok, 2006) and second (Hanoi, 2007) GO-NGO Forums, each country is to include one NGO/ICSW delegate in its delegation to the 2008 SOMSWD meeting in Manila. 
This means that each ASEAN country is to fund at least one NGO/ICSW delegate to attend as part of its country delegation to the SOMSWD meeting. That is, each ASEAN country is to pay:

-the return airfare;

-accommodation for at least two nights;

-receipted ground travel; and 
-reasonable out of pocket expenses for one NGO/ICSW delegate as part of its country delegation to the SOMSWD meeting in Manila.
Any ICSW Member Organisation can send another delegate if it chooses but this will be fully at the expense of the Member Organisation or the individual. Unless agreed in writing in advance (for exceptional circumstances) ICSW will not pay for any additional delegate and no ASEAN member country will pay unless this is agreed in writing before hand.
Make arrangements as soon as possible with your Ministry or Department – Focal Point
These arrangements need to be made separately in each country by the ICSW Member Organisation (or chosen delegate). It is necessary to make these arrangements by contacting the relevant person from the ASEAN Focal Points attached separately to the Bulletin email.  Should anyone encounter any difficulties with negotiations or making arrangements with your country ASEAN Focal Point, please contact Julia Fountain, ICSW Senior Regional Officer, South East Asia & Pacific (jfountain@icsw.org) immediately.

Travel arrangements
It will be necessary for the ICSW delegate to advise the ASEAN Focal Point of the need for the ICSW delegate to travel to the Philippines on Sunday 30 November to be able to attend the ICSW GO–NGO Forum Preparatory Meeting on Monday 1 December. This meeting is essential if we are to be prepared for and able to fully contribute to the GO-NGO Forum properly. 
It will also be necessary to point out to the ASEAN Focal Point that the additional night of accommodation (on Sunday 30 November) will be paid for by ICSW and that the Focal Point or relevant country will only have to pay for two nights’ accommodation for the ICSW delegate.          

Agendas - for ICSW Preparatory Meeting day and for GO-NGO Forum
The agendas for both the ICSW Preparatory Meeting day and the GO-NGO Forum will be sent to all ICSW Member Organisations and GO-NGO Forum delegates in a week or two with the next Bulletin.

Country Reports – for GO-NGO Forum
As with the 1st and 2nd GO- NGO Forums it will be necessary for each country to present a country report on key social welfare issues affecting each country at the beginning of the GO-NGO Forum. These should be prepared jointly by the ICSW National Council in each country along with the government or departmental representative (see Focal Point list).

The country report should cover at least the following issues:

1. 
progress towards implementation of Recommendations agreed at the ASEAN GO-NGO Forums in Bangkok 2006 and Hanoi 2007.
2. 
the progress of dialogue between ICSW National Council and ASEAN Focal Point in each country in relation to the discussion papers on Trafficking and on Social Protection.
3. 
future issues of joint concern to focus on for future ASEAN GO-NGO Forums.
The full requirements for these reports and all other details are set out in the attachment to this Bulletin email and are also set out at the end of this Bulletin. 

Theme for 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum - Manila
The overarching theme for the 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum in Manila this year will be human rights in the context of the ASEAN decision to establish an ASEAN Human Rights mechanism - currently the subject of design and debate throughout ASEAN countries.

The issues of both Trafficking and Social Protection, and the recommendations from the two discussion papers on these subjects, will also be dealt with under this broader framework.

Similarly, the topic of People with Disabilities, which was the subject of Recommendation 10 at last year’s GO-NGO Forum in Hanoi, and which is to become the topic for GO-NGO debate in all countries throughout the next year, will be approached from this human rights perspective as well.
Guidelines for the preparation of country reports for 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum

Manila, Philippines - 2 December 2008

Background
At the 1st and 2nd ASEAN GO-NGO Forums country reports were generally jointly delivered by Government and Non-government representatives or, by agreement, by one of them on behalf of both.
The reports and subsequent discussions and recommendations identified some of the present and future opportunities for GO-NGO collaboration and the importance of this collaboration for ASEAN to effectively address key social welfare issues in the region.

Issues identified in the recommendations of the 1st GO-NGO Forum in Bangkok included:

· ASEAN strengthening of bilateral and sub-regional cooperation related to specific issues of concern in particular but not limited to poverty reduction, human trafficking, drugs, migrant workers and people with disabilities. 

· establishment of mechanisms for ongoing cooperation between ASEAN, ICSW and National NGOs

· study of legal frameworks for the registration and operation of NGOs in the ASEAN region 

· joint GO and NGO monitoring and evaluation and standardization mechanisms

· that ASEAN Secretariat and member countries source adequate funds to undertake the above recommendations

Recommendations agreed at the GO-NGO Forum on Social Welfare and Development

3 December 2007, Ha Noi

1. This Forum welcomes the support and agreement of the SOMSWD at the 4th SOMSWD held Mandalay, Myanmar in December 2006 in response to the recommendations of the GO-NGO Forum in Bangkok on 9 September 2006.

2. This Forum also welcomes the support of the Vietnamese Ministry on Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA) in holding the GO-NGO Forum in Hanoi and reiterates the value of the Forum in strengthening collaboration and cooperation between Government and Non-Government Organisations to further the goals of the Vientiane Action Program. 

3. This Forum acknowledges the SOMSWD support for bringing GOs and NGOs from ASEAN countries together in conjunction with the annual SOMSWD meeting through the inclusion of NGO representatives in each country delegation. Building on this, this Forum welcomes the formalisation of the annual GO-NGO Forum prior to SOMSWD to monitor and assess progress and to prepare recommendations for consideration by the subsequent SOMSWD and SOMSWD+3 meetings.

4. This Forum welcomes the efforts of some country delegations to include National Council representatives as part of the country delegation this year and encourages the development of this initiative for all ASEAN members to encourage improved GO-NGO collaboration. 

5. This Forum recommends that in countries where a National Council does not yet exist, that the Government support the establishment and development of the National Council. 

6. This Forum, noting the support for the establishment of mechanisms for ongoing cooperation between ASEAN, ICSW and National NGOs at the first GO-NGO Forum, further recommends that ASEAN Focal Points and National Councils (or its equivalent) meet at least twice a year in between GO-NGO Forums, to support the planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of activities which are identified in GO-NGO Forum recommendations from 2006 and 2007.

7. This Forum notes the recommendation from the 2006 GO-NGO Forum for Member Countries to demonstrate a commitment to capacity building of National Councils / NGO Forums and its members to ensure the capacity of these Councils to undertake: (i) service delivery; (ii) consultation and research; (iii) advice to governments; and (iv) public advocacy. The Forum recommends that ASEAN Focal points meet with National Councils to develop and implement this recommendation.

8. This Forum acknowledges the ICSW draft research papers on social protection and trafficking provided to the GO-NGO Forum in Hanoi for discussion which reflect two of the key issues raised in the GO-NGO Forum in 2006. This Forum calls on National Councils and ASEAN Focal points to undertake national consultations on these papers to enable the relevant country chapters and recommendation sections of these documents to be enriched and finalised for presentation and deliberation at the next GO-NGO Forum. ICSW will coordinate the consultation process.

9. In addition, that as Member Countries have issued declarations on human trafficking, that ASEAN should develop a Plan of Action to implement these declarations taking into account the COMMIT process in the Great Mekong Sub-region. 

10. In relation to Persons with Disabilities (PWD), this Forum, notwithstanding progress in many countries, notes that there continues to be a large gap between policy and implementation of activities. The Forum recommends the development of a formal process of collaboration between GO and NGOs, both nationally and regionally, to address key issues, with both GO and NGOs to report back at the next GO-NGO Forum on progress. Issues for consideration include the following:

a) The need for policies which mainstream PWD and which reflect the UNESCAP rights-based approach;

b) the formulation/implementation of legislation and legal frameworks to provide protection for and inclusion of PWDs, primarily but not only through the ratification of the UN Convention, noting from country reports that a number of countries have either ratified or committed themselves to doing so;

c) the need to include PWD, and relevant NGOs at the local and national levels not only in the development and establishment of government policies and programs to assist PWD but also in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of these policies and programs;

d) the need for affirmative action regulations or laws to achieve action on and higher levels of employment in both the public and private sectors, education and accessibility;

e) to develop standards of classification of PWDs based on UN guidelines to improve ability to plan and provide programs for PWDs. 

11. This Forum strongly recommends that Member Countries and the ASEAN Secretariat source adequate funds and other resources to undertake the above recommendations.

12. This Forum recommends that the Member Countries and ASEAN Secretariat report to the next GO-NGO Forum the progress towards the implementation and follow-up of these recommendations.

Guidelines for the preparation of country reports for 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum

Manila, Philippines - 2 December 2008

Report content 

The country reports for the 3rd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum coming up in Manila need to build on the reports of the 2nd GO-NGO Forum. 


Reports should:
1. Review GO-NGO collaboration since the 2nd ASEAN GO-NGO Forum last year in Hanoi.
2. Identify some of the key challenges being faced in the social welfare / social development field and potential opportunities for GO-NGO collaboration to assist in addressing these challenges. Emphasis should be given to identifying regional approaches.

3. Where possible, Government and Non-Government (ICSW National Councils) should collaborate in the development of the country report. Where this is not possible, Government and National Councils can produce separate reports. 

4. Due to the shortage of time, reports will need to be concise. 

Report Presentation

5. A National Council member or ASEAN country government representative will be chosen by the two parties by consensus to present the key points from the country report.

6. The oral report must not exceed seven minutes. Where two reports are being tabled per country, each oral report must not exceed five minutes.


(The written report may be longer, but due to only one day being available for the meeting, oral reports must keep to time for us to complete the agenda). 
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