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GDP and beyond

Measuring progress in a changing world

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a powerful and widely accepted indicator for monitoring short to medium term fluctuations in economic activity, notably in the current recession. For all of its shortcomings, it is still the best single measure of how the market economy is performing. But GDP is not meant to be an accurate gauge of longer term economic and social progress and notably the ability of a society to tackle issues such as climate change, resource efficiency or social inclusion. There is a clear case for complementing GDP with statistics covering the other economic, social and environmental issues, on which people's well-being critically depends.

Work to complement GDP has been going on for years, at both national and international level. The Commission intends to step up its efforts and communication in this field. The aim is to provide indicators that do what people really want them to do, namely measure progress in delivering social, economic and environmental goals in a sustainable manner. Ultimately, national and EU policies will be judged on whether they are successful in delivering these goals and improving the well-being of Europeans. For this reason, future policies should be based on data that is rigorous, timely, publicly accepted and covers all the essential issues.

The Communication outlines an EU roadmap with five key actions to be undertaken now and in the near term. The text of the Communication is available in 22 languages. 

The five key actions support the Commission’s aims to develop indicators relevant to the challenges of today — ones that provide an improved basis for public discussion and policy-making. The five key actions are: 

- Complementing GDP with environmental and social indicators 

- Near real-time information for decision-making 

- More accurate reporting on distribution and inequalities 

- Developing a European Sustainable Development Scoreboard 

- Extending National Accounts to environmental and social issues 

The Commission intends to report on the implementation and outcomes of the actions put forward by this Communication by 2012 at the latest.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0433:FIN:EN:PDF 

Reviewing Community Innovation

2009 EU Year on innovation and creativity

The importance of innovation to Europe’s future prosperity is undisputed and has been recognised in the EU’s re-launched Lisbon agenda for growth and jobs, as well as in the recent Communication of the European Commission on "Reviewing Community innovation in a changing world", published on 2 September 2009. Innovation and creativity are becoming all the more important as the world’s economies move towards a knowledge-based, low-carbon economy. 

The analysis of the progress achieved in recent years shows that the EU has rightly identified innovation as a key driver for a prosperous future. The Communication explores a number of lessons to be learned and challenges to be mastered.

One of these lessons is that Europe is already the continent with some of the most innovative countries and regions of the world. What these countries and regions have in common is that they are usually spending above the average for education, training and lifelong learning, have the highest share of R&D spending in GDP and have instruments to support the uptake of new technologies and products in the public and private sectors. Experience also shows that these countries are better prepared to make use of the exchange of best practices and to learn from others. The same holds true for companies: it is not necessarily the absolute amount of R&D spending that matters; it is the innovative climate within an undertaking that makes the difference in competitiveness terms. The challenge today is to replicate these success stories throughout the EU.

Another challenge identified in the report is the fear that an ageing population, while triggering a shift in demand, may also look at the concept of innovation from a different, perhaps more hesitant perspective. Older people are considered to be less “change minded”. The European Commission finds it very important to make sure that the mindset of society remains favourable towards innovation. 

How these challenges will be met is the subject of an European Innovation Act that the Commission intends to propose to the Member States before spring 2010. 

Click here for the full text of the Communication Reviewing Community innovation in a changing world.
Child poverty in the Nordic countries

ICSW Europe Expert meeting in Stockholm

ICSW Sweden is planning a Nordic expert meeting in Stockholm. The theme is “Child poverty in the Nordic countries”. The expert meeting will raise the issue about the situation of the children in the Nordic countries in relation to the articles 2, 3 and 6 of The UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) and how their rights to economic safety are met.  

There is child poverty within the Nordic countries. During the seminar the definition of child poverty will be discussed. The situation in each country will be described; what kind of families is related to child poverty, certain minority groups etc?  Psychological, pedagogic and social effects on children living in poverty will also be discussed as well as what poverty means for their health. The seminar will give a base for further studies and actions, not only in the Nordic countries but also in Europe.

The event will be held in Stockholm on November 20th and 21st (half day) 2009. Experts from each of the Nordic countries – Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and also Greenland – have been invited. Working languages will be the Scandinavian languages. 

Are you interested? Please contact Ann-Charlotte Gudmundsson at acg42@hotmail.com for more information.

Competences for poverty reduction

ICSW Europe partner in Lifelong Learning Project 

ICSW Europe is a partner in the COPORE project, which aims to define competences and recommendations for health, education and social work students and practitioners on how to contribute to poverty reduction strategies. The project aims to bring together all major actors in the field, identify good practices, and develop a common language on social determinants of health and indicators of poverty. 

Partners in the project are from a wide circle of educational institutions and networks in the social and health field. 

The project complies with the objectives of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010.  It has received a grant from the EACEA Lifelong Learning Programme and will be managed by ENOTHE, the European Thematic Network of Occupational Therapy in Higher Education. 

Although looking for ways to combat poverty is not innovative in itself, the introduction of a multidisciplinary approach to the education of health, educational and social work students, linking the education to research and to society in the specific field of health and social care and defining the competences in the field are new ideas. 

The project aims to select existing good practices in the field of multidisciplinary community care, and invites students to develop multidisciplinary projects on poverty reduction in collaboration with disadvantaged groups from local communities. Working groups will prepare strategy papers on themes including community development and client participation, competences for monitoring social determinants of health, multidisciplinary approaches, preventive and outreaching approaches, and multidisciplinary education with regard to poverty reduction. 

The various activities will culminate in an international conference to be held in the spring of 2010,  where selected good practices will be presented, the best students project will be awarded and the strategy papers will be discussed. After the conference conclusions and recommendations will be disseminated to a wide audience in the health and social sectors. 

Interested? Please get in touch with the ICSW Europe secretariat at ICSW@movisie.nl 

Publications

Options for architectural reform in European Union development cooperation
ODI Background Note, August 2009 by Mikaela Gavas and Simon Maxwell.
This Background Note sets out possible models for future EU development cooperation, as well as a set of principles for the design of a new European Commission.

Options for architectural reform in European Union development cooperation
Gender and Education (and employment)

New NESSE Report 

This new independent expert report highlights key findings from European and international research on gender and education and their implications for policy development and implementation. It is written primarily for policy-makers and other actors in the field of education. It will also be useful to a large number of decision makers in related fields of public policy (such as health, employment, family, youth and migration).

This new independent expert report is now available at: http://www.nesse.fr/nesse/activities/reports 

The World in 2025 - Rising Asia and socio-ecological transition 

In this report the European Commission Research DG presents various scenarios for the future of the world and the role of the European Union in comparison to other regions. 

The report is available on the SSH website under "Reports" http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/reports_en.html.

Reinventing retirement

Conference proceedings

The AARP and European Centre Vienna High-Level Expert and Policy-Makers Conference dealt with reinventing retirement, i.e. reshaping health and financial security as a consequence of population ageing, in countries of Eastern Europe, with a particular emphasis on the new member states of the European Union, and its socio-economic consequences for Western Europe.

The proceedings - edited by Josh Collett, Jessica Frank, Ed Johns, Bernd Marin, Pieter Vanhuysse - are now available on-line: http://www.euro.centre.org/aarpduernstein08/
Conferences

01 - 02 October 2009
Nijmegen, The Netherlands
Health Care and EU law
E-mail:
symposia@cpo.ru.nl
Website:
http://www.symposia.cpo.nl/ 
The focus of the conference is on the impact of EU internal market and competition law on the organisation of the national health care systems of the Member States. The aim of the conference is to explore the consequences of the draft Patient Directive for the national health care systems and the impact of the Community rules for the internal market and competition on these national systems.

01 - 02 October 2009
Östersund, Sweden

2nd International CIRIEC Research Conference on the Social Economy
E-mail:
lisa@socek.se
Website:
http://socek.se/ciriec_research_2009 
During the two conference days, researchers and practitioners from different parts of the world will come together and create new knowledge and awareness on different Social Economy models e.g. in Eastern Europe and Russia, in Africa, North and South America, Asia or other world regions, its relation towards social capital, regional development, social innovation, community and social entrepreneurship.

03 - 06 October 2009
Dubrovnik, Croatia

Coping and Resilience 2009 International Conference
E-mail:
secretariat@resilience2009.org
Website:
http://www.resilience2009.org/ 
The conference aims to advance evidence-based practices in resilience promotion and hope building. It will explore interplay of individual, family, community and social factors in resilience and provide directions for future practice and research. 

08 - 11 October 2009
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Volonteurope 2009, The 18th European Workshop on Voluntary Action: Engaging Communities
E-mail:
psadowski@csv.org.uk
Website:  http://www.csv.org.uk/about+us/csv+international/european+network/ 
This Workshop is organized in partnership with the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
19 - 20 October 2009
Zadar, Croatia

ECAS International Conference "Strengthening the triangle Civil Society Organisations - National Governments - European Commission"
E-mail:
info@ecas.org
Website:
http://www.ecas-citizens.eu/component/option,com_alphacontent/section,20/cat,909/task,view/id,250/Itemid,113/ 
This event is part of a process that launched a debate at EU and national levels about how to create sustainable partnership relations between civil society actors, EU and national authorities. This conference aims to evaluate the progress made on establishing structures and the legal framework for the establishment of sustainable tripartite civil dialogue in the countries of the region, but also tackle issues which are determining CSO development in wider Europe.
14 - 18 October 2009
Berlin, Germany

World Health Summit
E-mail:
mazda.adli@charite.de
Website:
http://www.worldhealthsummit.org/ 
The World Health Summit will bring together an international array of eminent researchers, physicians, and representatives of government, industry, and health care systems. Among the issues are health-related consequences of climate change, international pandemic strategies, and the impact of the financial crisis on global health and health care.
14 - 16 October 2009
Malmö, Sweden

CEV General Assembly Conference: An Enabling Volunteering Infrastructure in Europe
Website:
http://www.cev.be/118-2009_october_%28malm%C3%B6%29_an_enabling_volunteering_infrastructure_in_europe_-EN.html 
CEV's Autumn General Assembly conference entitled "An enabling volunteering infrastructure in Europe: Situation – Trends – Outlook” will be hosted by the CEV member organisation in Sweden, the Forum för Frivilligt Socialt Arbete. This event will assess the current state of play of the volunteering infrastructure in the countries of Europe and set up a roadmap towards the European Year of Volunteering 2011 and beyond.
15 - 16 October 2009
Stockholm, Sweden

8th Round Table on Poverty and Social Exclusion
Website: http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/10/15/8th_round_table_on_poverty_and_social_exclusion 
Every autumn in connection with the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, the incumbent Presidency holds a European round table conference on poverty and social exclusion. Sweden will be organising the eighth conference. The Swedish Presidency will initiate a discussion on the EU active inclusion strategy, which aims at including those who are the most detached from the labour market and are socially excluded. 
23 October 2009
Copenhagen, Denmark

Sharing the Power - Working Together / Participation as a tool to solve homelessness
E-mail:
silke.paasche@feantsa.org
Website:
http://feantsa.horus.be/code/EN/pg.asp?Page=1195 
This European Conference will be the highlight of FEANTSA's Annual Theme 2009 on Participation and Homelessness. Co-organised by Danish FEANTSA member, projekt UDENFOR, the conference aims to show the importance of involving service users at all levels in homeless services. 
27 - 28 October 2009
Örebro, Sweden

NGOforum09 – Cutting the Democratic Deficit through Civil Participation
E-mail:
ludvig.sandberg@socialforum.se
Website:
http://www.ngoforum09.se/ 
The Conference themes are the following: Democratic Deficit - Is it possible to reduce the Democratic Deficit within the European Union through Civil Participation?; Public health and Wellbeing - Do the health and wellbeing indicators and models deserve to be part of official national accounts?; Civil Society Identity - Civil society has arguably three main roles; market actors, creators of social capital, and political voice. Do we have to choose one or two main identities or can we be all three?

28 - 30 October 2009
Berlin, Germany

Master class 'Integrated Neighbourhood Approach'
E-mail:
fleur.boulogne@nicis.nl
Website:http://www.nicis.nl/nicis/nicisacademy/interdisciplinair/mcneighboorhoodappraoch/index.html 
The point of departure for this master class is:'How to create civic capacity.'Civic capacity includes setting agendas for collective action, building coalitions and mobilizing context-dependent resources for getting things done, in situations where the power to decide and implement policies is fragmented. Civic capacity involves building coalitions which sustain change over time. The focus is on collective problem formulation and the effective implementation of agreed upon solutions. 
30 October 2009
Lisbon, Portugal

International Workshop on the Socio-Economics of aeging
E-mail:
cisep@iseg.utl.pt
Website:
http://pascal.iseg.utl.pt/~armindo/ageing/index.html  
The world is ageing rapidly. The ageing of societies is a central issue in most social sciences. The analysis of the challenges and opportunities that are offered to today’s policy markers is crucial to guarantee an adequate welfare level in the future. 

A country's economic prospects may change with population ageing as a result of the different needs and productive capacities of different age groups. Ageing also affects intergenerational relations, living arrangements and attitudes.

Colophon

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published ten times per year, every month except July and August. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Jean-Michel Hôte (France)

Members of Executive Committee:
Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office
International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
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