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NORTH-SOUTH COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL POLICY: 

Finnish-Tanzanian Development Project in Tanzania

by Uwe Ottka, project manager STKL

Two national committees of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) cooperate in a north-south cooperation project in the field of social policy. Global ICSW is a cooperating partner in the project. The Finnish Federation for Social Welfare and Health (STKL) and its Tanzanian sister organization Tanzania Council for Social Development (TACOSODE) started a project of development cooperation in August 2008 with the aim of strengthening the capacity and role of non-governmental organisations in Tanzania and improving the know-how of TACOSODE as umbrella organization of Tanzanian NGOs. Funding has been granted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland for an initial three-year period. The Finnish Federation for Social Welfare and Health was founded 1917, the year Finland gained independence. TACOSODE has been operating in Tanzania since 1965 and currently has over 250 member organizations around the country. 

Tanzania, with a population of 38 million people, is almost three times the size of Finland, and belongs to the world’s poorest nations. Main problems are poverty, high rate of population growth, HIV/AIDS, malaria, and in some places draught as a consequence of climate change. Also, the fight against corruption remains important. 

The development and capacity-building of NGOs as representatives of citizens’ interests is an important task. The current official guidelines for Finnish development cooperation promote ‘development through trade’. However, the interests of governments and big business companies don’t always benefit poor people in development countries. NGOs can have an important role in representing interests of local people. Of this, there are numerous examples. For instance, in recent months a rush on buying or leasing farmland from developing countries around the globe, most notably in African countries, has been underway. Farmland is needed for bio-fuel crop production, seen by Western countries as a way forward in times of increasing oil prices. Also, countries like China, India and the Gulf States wish to secure their food supply in coming decades. World population growth – predicted is an increase in world population by 2050 of over 30 per cent from the current figure of 6.7 billion people – makes countries plan ways of securing food supply for their people in future years. The phenomenon has recently gained such dimensions that researchers speak about ‘land grabbing’ by foreign investors and governments, or even of ‘a new form of colonialism’. 

The most spectacular land deals include the Sudanese government leasing 1.5 million hectares of prime farmland to the Gulf states, Egypt and South Korea for 99 years; land is leased for food production for foreign countries at a time when 5.6 million people in Sudan depend on foreign food aid. In Tanzania, the Swedish company SEKAB plans to utilize 400 000 hectares of land for bio-fuel production, and Saudi-Arabia has recently expressed interest in leasing 500 000 hectares of Tanzanian farmland for securing its own food supply. Also, global investment funds have become active in land investments in developing countries. The selling of land use rights by local people may at first seem a positive step, but before long, it will lead to the worsening of living conditions of poor people in rural areas.

Concern about land sales have been addressed by local NGOs in Tanzania during two field trips of project staff to Southern Tanzania in January and October of this year. In September, TACOSODE in cooperation with the project staff organized an awareness-raising seminar on the issue in Dar es Salaam. The seminar, with speakers from the Ministry of Lands, of the University of Dar es Salaam, of the Tanzanian land research institute HAKIARDHI, of ICSW, and of local NGOs from countryside areas in Tanzania, was a great success and had almost 80 participants. 

The project team gained a positive impression of the work of most local NGOs visited during the field trips. Examples of excellent work are e.g. a local NGO working entirely on a voluntary basis supporting AIDS orphans; a NGO promoting women’s rights in cases of divorce or widowhood; a NGO founded by local doctors to promote basic health care services, and an environmental NGO educating on forest conservation and sustainable land use.

The Finnish-Tanzanian project team consists of a project manager from Finland and two Tanzanian colleagues) in cooperation with TACOSODE next plans to do awareness-raising work on other issues brought forward by local NGOs, including the situation of disabled people and of AIDS orphans. Important inputs of the project also include enhancement of working conditions at TACOSODE, including the improvement of internet access and computer skills training. 

The project is an important learning experience also for the Finnish partners. In the current era of globalization, North-South cooperation in the field of social policy is increasingly important, and the project also aims at being an incentive for starting similar projects among other NGO umbrella organizations from Northern and Southern countries. At the ICSW Joint World Conference in Hong Kong in June next year, we are planning a workshop about the possibilities of more North-South cooperation in the social policy field, and about lessons learnt from the project.

For more information, please contact:

Uwe Ottka, Project Manager / Chief of Development

The Finnish Federation of Social Welfare and Health (STKL)

Kotkank. 9, 00510 Helsinki, Finland.

uwe.ottka@stkl.fi
Tel: +358-400-427 995

Flora Mhando, Project Coordinator

Tanzania Council for Social Development (TACOSODE)

P.O. Box 63196

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

tacosode@yahoo.com
Connecting Climate to Social Change, Practice and Training

ICSW Conference in Copenhagen on 10 December 2009

ICSW International Council on Social Welfare European Region, together with IASSW International Association of Schools of Social Work), and IFSW International Federation of Social Workers Europe, organise a conference on Connecting Climate to social Change, Practice and Training. The conference takes place Thursday the 10th December 2009. Conference language is English. 

Among the key note speakers are Kanni Wignaraja, Director UNDP, Capacity Development Group (BDP), Prof. dr. Lena Dominelli, Durham University UK, Gordon Vincenti, Ass. Professor, VIA University College, Århus Denmark, Nuria Gollo, Project Coordinator MWADO Women’s participation in development decisions among pastoralists, Marsabit, Kenya, and Gladys Nabiswa, Executive Director CREADIS - Community Research in Environment and Development Initiatives, Kenya. 

Participants can register before 7 December at Danish Council on Social Welfare (Socialpolitisk Forening), by email: tilmelding@socialpolitisk-forening.dk or telephone: +45 35 82 83 50.

The Conference is organised in cooperation with Dansk Socialrådgiverforening,

Metropol Socialrådgiveruddannelserne, HK Kommunal, Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke,

Socialpædagogernes Landsforbund and Socialpolitisk Forening.

Post-Lisbon strategy

Where will we go after 2010?

The post-Lisbon Strategy is a generic term referring to the overarching strategy the EU will implement from 2010 to 2020. It will be signed in March 2010 by Heads of States of the EU, after a proposal by the European Commission. It is also known as the ‘Europe 2020 agenda’. As 2010 is drawing near, the discussions on the future of the Lisbon strategy and the social agenda are beginning in earnest. Between October and December 2010 all Council formations will publish their conclusions and recommendations for post-Lisbon. In November the Social Affairs Council draws its conclusions on post-Lisbon. On 10 and 11 December the European Council will decide on an EU sustainable development roadmap. In January 2010 we can expect the publication of a Commission proposal for a post-Lisbon strategy in the form of a Communication on the Europe 2020 agenda. The new Post-Lisbon Strategy is to be decided in March 2010 for its overarching objectives and finalised in June 2010 (for a decision on the details). This means that the coming months are very important, should we want to have an impact.

The first signals on the content of the post-Lisbon strategy seem to indicate a renewed focus on growth and jobs: a familiar but regrettable development. When Barosso presented the political guidelines for the Commission, he indicated that it should contain more social elements, but so far this has not really been found back in the actions.

Until recently no consultation of civil society organisations or social NGOs had been planned or announced, although the future Lisbon agenda is one of the most important strategies in the field of European social policy. Now it seems that Mr Barroso has decided to launch a consultation on the post-Lisbon Agenda at the end of November. The consultation will be based on a draft Europe 2020 Agenda that the Commission has already prepared. Presumably, the consultation timing will be very short (below the 8 week standard) and the consultation will be a ‘tick the box exercise’ with little or no impact on the content of the proposal, since the Council would like to receive a proposal as soon as possible.

The Social Platform members do not intend to let this happen without protesting the lack of consultation opportunities and call for a chance to voice their opinions and their ideas on the future of a more social Europe. The current Lisbon Strategy runs until end 2010. There is therefore no urgency in trying to come up with a new Strategy in four-month-time. Therefore the Social Platform calls on the Commission and the upcoming Presidencies of the EU to postpone the decision on EU next strategic objectives to December 2010 under the Belgian Presidency.

A postponement would strengthen the democratic accountability of the Post Lisbon Agenda by allowing the upcoming College to take responsibility for the proposal, allowing the European Parliament and civil society to participate in the debate and assessing how effective the previous Strategy has been.

Health inequalities in the EU

Inequalities in health are found in all EU countries, and between them. Eurostat figures for 2007 show that the gap in life expectancy at birth between EU countries for women is around 8 years and over 14 years for men. Infant mortality ranges from around 3 per 1000 live births to more than 10 per 1000. 

Huge differences in health also exist between social groups across the EU and within Member States. People with a lower level of education, a lower occupational class or a lower level of income, tend to die at a younger age and to have a higher prevalence of most types of health problems. 

Many of these differences are due to avoidable factors such as negative impacts on health of social and economic conditions, quality of work, environment quality and quantity of social and health service provision, as well as health related behaviours such as smoking, drinking and diet. 

DG SANCO published a Communication entitled "Solidarity in health: reducing health inequalities in the EU" on 20 October as a follow-up to the consultation on health inequalities which ended in April 2009.  Closing health gaps means helping those regions and populations with less good health to make faster improvements in order catch up. This requires that more attention is given to the needs of less advantaged people - for example in the provision of health services, the design of health promotion and health protection activities, or improvements in living and working conditions. 

In the Communication, the EU announces its support to Member States and stakeholders to identify what works best and how to put this into practice. It will produce regular statistics and reporting on the size of inequalities in the EU and on successful strategies to reduce them. It will strengthen its procedures to evaluate the impact of its policies on health inequalities and help reduce them where possible. It will help countries to use EU funds to improve health of the worst off and narrow health gaps between regions – such as primary care facilities, water and sanitation and housing renewal.

For more information and the full text of the Communication COM(2009) 567/4 go to: 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=619&furtherNews=yes
Consultation on the review of the financial regulations 

DG Budget is seeking views from beneficiaries of EU funding and project managers on how to make project management more user-friendly and less burdensome. The Commission wants to know how information systems, co-financing requirements, eligibility conditions, non-profit rules, ceiling for small grants, etc could be improved. It also invites comments on how financial files are handled.

All citizens and organisations are welcome to contribute to this consultation. Contributions are particularly sought from beneficiaries of EU funds, NGOs and private entities & public authorities at local, regional, national and/or European level. 

More information and the questionnaires for citizens, organizations and public authorities can be found here: http://ec.europa.eu/budget/consultations/FRconsult2009_en.htm The deadline for the consultation is 18 December 2009. 

EP Written Declaration on Social Rights 

Four members of the European Parliament have issued a Parliamentary Declaration (0056/2009) which calls on Member States and the Commission to defend social rights in the economic crisis. The Declaration
· calls on the Member States to maintain adequate protection for social rights when fighting against the economic crisis;

· Calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure that social conditionality becomes an integral part of any financial assistance and other stabilisation instruments; 

· Calls on the Commission and Member States to evaluate the social impact of all anti-crisis measures on a regular basis and report back to Parliament;

The declaration will need to be signed by 50% of  the MEPs during plenary sessions for the EP to be able to call on the Commission to take further action. This needs to be done before February 2010. In contacts with MEPs please refer to this declaration and the need to sign it. 

GDP and Beyond – measuring progress in a changing world

Use of social and environmental indicators

The Commission published a new Communication highlighting how it plans to develop and use more social and environmental indicators, beyond the traditional GDP indicators. The Communication aims to contribute to setting new strategic goals of the post-Lisbon strategy and fits with the proposals of the Spring Alliance on the subject.

The Communication, titled "GDP and beyond – measuring progress in a changing world", proposes to implement five actions to better measure well being and progress:

· Complement GDP with environmental and social indicators: this means developing a comprehensive environmental index published annually in parallel to GDP and to develop feasibility studies on well-being indicators

· Near real-time information for decision makers: In other words, the Commission wants more timely environmental and social indicators, to be published on a yearly basis 

· More accurate reporting on distribution and inequalities: In order to better assess social cohesion, the commission plans to use existing tools (e.g. EU SILC), update them and publish their results regularly 

· Developing a European Sustainable Development Scoreboard which would be based on the Sustainable Development Indicator. A pilot scoreboard will be published in late 2009. 

· Extending National Accounts to environmental and social issues: National accounts will be complemented by integrated economic-environmental accounting. Later on, additional accounts on social aspects will be added.

The Commission will report on the implementation and outcomes of this Communication by 2012 at the latest.

Monitoring Long-Term Care for the Elderly

In September 2009 the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, together with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Services of Israel, the Association for Planning and Development of Services for the Elderly in Israel (JDC-ESHEL) organized an expert meeting on "Monitoring Long-Term Care for the Elderly", in Jerusalem, Israel.

The meeting, attended by experts on long-term care and ageing from the European Centre, the UNECE, several European countries and Israel, discussed some of the main trends and challenges facing long-term care today, such as the issue of quality assurance in long-term care, workforce and the role of foreign workers, or continuity within care services provided for older people. The meeting and subsequent field visits to some community services in Ashdod and Ashkelon allowed experts and policy makers to exchange views and best practices on common challenges facing long-term care services. The forthcoming publication of the European Centre, Facts and Figures on Long-Term Care - Europe and North America, was first introduced to these experts and served as the 

background paper of the workshop.

The meeting programme and the presentations delivered in the workshop in Jerusalem are available on-line: http://www.euro.centre.org/detail.php?xml_id=1501
Publications

The Political and Social Economy of Care
The way in which the provision of care is organized and divided across household, market, state and non-profit institutions has important implications for who accesses adequate care and who bears the burden. Feminist scholars and activists have repeatedly pointed out that current divisions of care labour are far from even. Instead there exists what economists would call a “free-rider” problem, with some individuals and social groups (mostly women and girls, especially those in low-income households) doing the bulk of the work and the rest of society benefiting from the outputs of this work. That most care work is done on an unpaid basis does not mean that it comes without costs. Because women and girls take on the lion’s share of unpaid care, they have less time for paid employment, self-care, rest, leisure, organizing and political participation. The political and social economy of care is therefore central to gender equality. UNRISD recently organised a conference on this theme. The report is available on the UNRISD website.

Essay: A Debate on the Public Role of Religion and its Social and Gender Implications
This UNRISD paper addresses the relationship between religion, politics and gender equality through four aspects: (i) what authority, if any, can cede to religious communities or groups without beginning to threaten gender equality; (ii) the informal impact of religions on attitudes and lives, beyond any institutionalized power; (iii) the possibilities and limits of internal reform; and (iv) the possibilities and difficulties of alliances between religious and secular groups. The central theme running through the essay is that religions most threaten gender equality when they are conceived of—and conceive themselves as—corporate bodies, capable of speaking with a unified voice. The key protection for women is a strong politics of individual rights. In arguing this, however, this paper stresses the difficulties surrounding the politics of rights. It is crucial both to recognize the centrality of individual rights and acknowledge the problems in their interpretation and implementation. 


Eurobarometer survey on social exclusion

According to a new Eurobarometer survey on general attitudes towards poverty and social exclusion, published on 27 October, 73% of Europeans consider poverty to be a “widespread problem” in their country, and 89% would like their government to take  “urgent action” to address this issue. Nearly 27,000 citizens in all EU member states were interviewed, following a random selection of respondents.

While the majority of EU citizens hold their national government responsible, 75% also expect the EU to play a role. As 2010 has been designated European Against Poverty and Social Exclusion, the fight against poverty will be part of the next year’s EU core activities. High unemployment (52%) and insufficient wages (49%) are the most widely perceived ‘societal’ explanations for poverty, according to the responses. 

For more information:

The results of this new Eurobarometer are available at: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=624&furtherNews=yes. 

Conferences

01 December 2009
Brussels, Belgium
Incorporating Gender in Integration Policies: the way Forward!
Website:
http://www.womenlobby.org/site/1abstract.asp?DocID=2406&v1ID=&RevID=&namePage=&pageParent=&DocID_sousmenu 
The aim of the seminar is to bring together high-level decision-makers and representatives from migrant women’s organizations to share their perspectives on how integration policies can incorporate a gender perspective. It will also look at the specific example of employment, a crucial area for migrant women’s integration.
2 - 3 December 2009
Sheffield, United Kingdom
ESREA Migration, Racism and Xenophobia

Research Network Conference

Diversity and Social Cohesion – are these incompatible objectives?
Website:
http://www.esrea.org/content/1/c6/07/08/21/Conf Details 2nd Call_2009.pdf 
Conference Themes:

- What is the nature of the different migrations, racisms and belongings in the different parts of Europe?

- Where and in what ways do people learn to live in and with difference?

- How can we understand the role of adult education in processes of belonging and community formation?

2 - 4 December 2009
Uppsala, Sweden
International Conference ’Gendering Violence’
Website:
http://genderingviolence.soc.uu.se/ 
Since the 1970s research on gendered violence has undergone a paradigmatic shift. There is wide recognition of men’s violence as one of the main threats against women and children, and against the essence of democracy. However, violence is sometimes marginalised, fragmented into separate types, or associated with the others in contrast to us, creating a renewed need for academic discussions regarding theories, methodologies and politics for the understanding and elimination of gendered violence. 
03 - 05 December 2009
Vilnius, Lithuania
The Impact of Cultural and Citizenship Education on Social Cohesion
Website:

http://www.bpb.de/veranstaltungen/Y7JZIT,0,The_Impact_of_Cultural_and_Citizenship_Education_on_Social_Cohesion.html 
The conference advances the search for creative impulses for European cultural and citizenship education and addresses questions such as: What impact does social and economic upheaval have on equality and participation? How does cultural and citizenship education contribute to social cohesion in different European countries? 

03 - 04 December 2009
Brussels, Belgium
European Day of People with Disabilities Conference - "Creating conditions for independent living"
Website:

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=88&langId=en&eventsId=205&furtherEvents=yes 
To mark the European Day of People with Disabilities, the European Commission organises a policy conference, in close cooperation with the European Disability Forum (EDF). This Conference  will deal with "Creating conditions for independent living" and related issues, in particular economic autonomy, community services and assistive technologies.
07 - 08 December 2009
Strasbourg, France
Interacting in diversity for social cohesion
Website:

http://www.coe.int/t/dg3/socialpolicies/socialcohesiondev/Forum/2009_en.asp 
The Council of Europe, in partnership with the European Commission and the Government of Quebec, is organising this Conference which will deal primarily with the following topics: 

- the advantages and limits of the concept of reasonable accommodation in relation to the European standards on non-discrimination;

-  the nature of constraints affecting and potential for the interaction of “accommodations” deployed in Europe by social workers and mediators; 

14 December 2009
Malmö, Sweden
Young, Urban, Migrant – From Challenge to Chance.
Website:

http://www.europadecentraal.nl/content/2175/EUKN_conferentie_over_lokaal_migratiebeleid.html 
Europe has a long tradition of migration. Much of the efforts to improve the performance of migrant youth are grounded in national employment and education policies. However, cities do have an important part to play, by providing educational support, developing local labour markets, through local housing policies and by offering opportunities for civic participation.
7 - 8 January 2010
Rennes, France
Social responsibility, Entrepreneurship and the Common Good
Website:
http://rennes-businessschool.com/commongoodsymposium/ 
Topics of interest include Corporate responsibility in today’s world; Responsible leadership in the economic crisis; Entrepreneurship in developing economies; Social enterprises and empowerment; Enterprises and the common good.
27 - 29 January 2001
Tuusula, Finland
The 12th international LLinE conference "Lifelong Learning and Wellbeing"
Website:

http://lline.fi/lline_conference/_b_january_2010__lifelong_learning_and_wellbeing__b_/ 
How does lifelong learning support the wellbeing of individuals and communities across Europe? The 12th LLinE Conference brings together researchers, policy makers and educators to discuss the issue of lifelong learning and wellbeing on policy, research and individual level.
Colophon
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Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Jean-Michel Hôte (France)

Members of Executive Committee:
Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
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