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Spring Alliance 

For a European Union that puts people and planet first

The Spring Alliance is a joint campaign initiated by four leading European civil society organizations: the European Environmental Bureau, the European Trade Union Confederation, Social Platform and Concord. Supported by organizations from all corners of civil society and beyond, including Fair Trade movement, anti-poverty and health campaigners, consumer organizations and representatives from the research community, the Spring Alliance has developed a Manifesto that outlines 17 proposals for an EU that puts people and the planet first. The Manifesto explains why these recommendations should be taken and lists concrete steps that illustrate how decision makers can turn our proposals into reality. The full text of the Manifesto can be found on the website of the Spring Alliance. 

How can you contribute? 

ICSW Europe has already signed up to support the Manifesto. You can do the same, either as an individual or as representative of an NGO at local, regional, national or European level. Do you represent an NGO working on environmental, social, sustainability or development issues? Do you work for a progressive business that wants to show support for social and sustainable EU policymaking? Or are you a researcher who would like to contribute your expertise to help the Spring Alliance achieve its goals? Learn how you can join the Spring Alliance and sign the Manifesto
Spring Alliance High Level conference

On 22 July 2009 a delegation of the Spring Alliance executive had the opportunity to meet the President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso and presented him the Manifesto. President Barroso appreciated the initiative and expressed interest in following the work of the Spring Alliance and announced that he would be pleased to take part in the next Spring Alliance High Level conference on 28 September 2009. At this conference the Spring Alliance Manifesto will be presented to European decision makers representing i.a. the European Commission, the European Parliament and the EU presidencies. The conference will be open to all stakeholders from civil society with an interest in the Spring Alliance and invites participants to take part in discussions on how to move the Spring Alliance Manifesto forwards. Participants can register on the Spring Alliance website.

Swedish Presidency started on 1 July - Taking on the challenge

The Swedish Presidency of the EU, taking over from Czech Republic on 1 July 2009, has presented ambitious plans. The Presidency has adopted the slogan “taking on the challenge” for its six months in charge, because Sweden’s EU Presidency takes place in a unique period, coinciding with the election of a new European Parliament and appointment of a new Commission, and the worst economic crisis since the 1930s.

Ambitions

The Swedish Presidency will work to counter the negative impact of the crisis on growth and jobs with the aim of realizing economic recovery as soon as possible. The Presidency will also focus on addressing growing unemployment, particularly among young people, where it could rise to 25%. In general, this issue is addressed at Member State level, but the EU’s Lisbon Strategy also has an important role to play. The Presidency will also work on the updated Strategy, to be introduced in 2010.

In addition, the Presidency takes on the challenge of averting the climate threat and combating global climate change. Climate change has a major impact on societies, individuals and coming generations. The task of the Swedish Presidency, together with other parties, will be to work for the adoption of a new climate agreement during the international climate negotiations in Copenhagen in December. 

Taking on both of these tasks is an ambitious agenda. But at the same time it is also an opportunity to strengthen its competitiveness, create new jobs and contribute to a better environment. The Swedish Presidency aims to develop cooperation between different policy areas so that positive economic growth can be combined with reduced burden on the climate and environment. This requires advanced policy instruments, increased innovative capacity and renewal of the European business sector. 
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The Presidency logo and visual identity aim to reinforce the Government's ambitions and goals for the Presidency. Some of the key words in working on the logo have been transparency, dialogue, down-to-earth, climate and light

For more information on meetings and events, see the website 

Social Platform tests for Swedish Presidency

The Social Platform has developed the traditional tests for the Swedish Presidency to monitor its contribution to helping the European Union move along the road to a Europe that is respectful of fundamental rights and a driver of social progress. The Presidency’s record will be evaluated at the end of its term. 

The tests focus on a variety of issues, including an adequate social response to the economic recession, contributing to a social and sustainable EU growth paradigm, protecting people from discrimination, fighting poverty and social exclusion, and improving governance and democracy in the EU. 

The complete text of the Swedish Presidency test can be found here
Official competition for European Year of Volunteering 2011 logo and slogan Let’s Slogo!”

The European Commission has entrusted civil society organisations to run the competition to choose the official logo and slogan for the upcoming European Year of Volunteering 2011. An Alliance of 21 European networks active in volunteering – including the Social Platform - welcomes this opportunity to mobilize citizens and to shape the visual identity of the Year 2011 and will run the competition. The European Commission has committed itself to use the winning proposals for the European Year’s communication activities. 

 

The Alliance has launched the “Let’s Slogo!” competition to call for proposals for logos and slogans. From 17 August until 18 September, you can send in your proposal for a logo, and/or a slogan for the European Year of Volunteering 2011. 20 proposals for logos and 20 proposals for slogans will be pre-selected and sent to an official jury organized by the European Commission in November 2009. The winners will be announced on December 16 at a conference organized by the European Commission in Brussels. 

The general public as well as an online volunteers’ jury composed of volunteers active in the 21 networks will be able to vote on this website for the best proposals.  This is the first time citizens can shape the visual identity of a European Year – a great opportunity to be seized by participating in the competition. 
For further information, see the website which will be available in 22 EU languages.

Civil society involvement

Social Platform contribution to Informal EPSCO Council

With regard to involving and ensuring partnership with civil society, the Swedish Presidency made a good start by inviting the Social Platform to address the Employment and Social Affairs Ministers at the Informal EPSCO Council in Sweden on July 8-9. The Presidency trio (Sweden, Spain and Belgium) reacted positively to the Social Platform proposals and agreed on the need to combat discrimination, invest in life-long learning, develop targets to eradicate poverty and improve the quality of jobs. This is a positive change of emphasis compared to the Czech Presidency, and clearly a message of hope at a moment when the EU is debating its future priorities. 

Proposals for an inclusive labour market

There are seven proposals for more inclusive labour markets and active social security policies:

1.
Guarantee equality between women and men and equality for all

2.
Implement the active inclusion recommendation

3.
Create more quality jobs and target social and health services

4.
Focus on the most excluded by supporting social economy initiatives

5.
Invest in life-long learning for the unemployed and for the groups that are facing discrimination

6.
Build partnership between actors including with civil society organisations

7.
Ensure effective social protection systems, adequate minimum income and access to services of general interest.

The full text of the proposals can be found on the Social Platform website 

2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development
10 to 14 June 2010, Hong Kong, China

The International Council on Social Welfare, together with the International Association of Schools of Social Work and the International Federation of Social Workers, organises the 2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development. The Joint World Conference will take place from 10 to 14 June 2010 in Hong Kong, China. 
Social workers, social development advocates and practitioners are urged to come together, to consolidate their experience, to share new knowledge and skills, and to discuss and jointly develop a new Action Agenda for social work and social development in the next decade. An Action Agenda that creates synergies among professionals to lead the global agenda for people-centred sustainable social progress.

We invite you to be part of the process of envisioning and shaping the agenda, to set the questions, to start the debates, and to:

· Share new knowledge and skills, document best practice and development strategies, and empower each other in the pursuit of quality, excellence and innovation in practice and advocacy of social development and social work. 

· Create learning opportunities as well as forums to expand the dialogue to find new solutions or new roles for the profession to meet the changing needs and problems. 

· Lead the global debate, engage global institutions and create synergies among professionals to lead the global agenda for people-centred sustainable social progress. 

Programme
The programme consists of plenary sessions, symposium sessions and workshops. Among the plenary speakers will be Mr. Sha Zukang, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Irene Hoskins, President of the International Federation on Ageing, and Isabel Ortiz, Senior Interregional Advisor, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Among the plenary and symposium speakers who have confirmed already are experts from Australia, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Japan, Singapore, South Africa, Taiwan, United Kingdom and United States. Many other invited experts have yet to confirm. But your contribution is needed too. The input of social professionals from all over the world is extremely important in building the AGENDA of the conference. Only with your active participation, our dream of people-centered sustainable social development will come true. 

Call for abstracts

You are invited to submit abstracts on topics related to the Conference themes and sub-themes for presentation in the Conference. Other than oral and poster / video presentations, other formats could also be accepted – please specify on the abstract. The deadline for abstract submission is 30 November 2009.
Discussions on Practice, Policy and Education cut across 3 themes and 25 sub-themes in formulating “The Agenda”. The emphasis is on the systematic application and generation of knowledge and intervention to result in evidence-based outcome in social work and social development. The three themes are:

· Life Course Challenges & Actualization

· Social Inclusion for Whom? Equity for What?

· Sustainable Environment

For a more elaborate description of the themes and an overview of the subthemes we refer you to the website of the conference (www.swsd2010.org) 

Publications

Migration and Poverty: Linkages, Knowledge Gaps and Policy Implications 

UNRISD, July 2009
This paper explores the links between migration and poverty, and their implications for social policy. It argues that research on linkages between migration and poverty can, and should, start with knowledge about poverty itself: what it is, what causes it, what reduces it, poor people’s agency as well as constraints, and so on. Poverty research offers several established under​standings on the natures, structures and processes driving poverty, and these should be central to how the issues are framed in migration research and policy. Much of the migration of the poor is not seriously recognized, and nor are major categories of the poorest migrants, some of whom are children. Migration tends to be defined as an adult activity, thus underplaying how migration affects—and is undertaken by—children.
To download the full paper, go to the UNRISD website 

European Inequalities: Social Inclusion and Income Distribution in the European Union 
Edited by Terry Ward (Applica), Orsolya Lelkes (European Centre), Holly Sutherland (ISER), István György Tóth (TARKI).
This book summarizes four years of research on social inclusion and income distribution across the European Union carried out in the framework of the European Observatory on the Social Situation and Demography (http://www.euro.centre.org/detail.php?xml_id=508), which has been established by the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities of the European Commission. It gives an overview of the comparative information that is available for the EU Member States on income distribution, poverty and its causes, access to benefits and social services and material deprivation. It also offers a good insight into the potential of European surveys and notably the EU Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC), the main survey used for the analysis presented in this publication. 
The publication is downloadable for free: http://www.tarki.hu/en/publications/EI/index.html
Policy and Society, Volume 28 (1), April 2009

This issue of Policy and Society by various authors looks at the evolution of European civil society and asks a number of questions: What is civil society and who represents civil society in the EU? What role for civil society for what kind of Europe? And is there a trend towards uncivil society?
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%2343742%232009%23999719998%231007116%23FLA%23&_cdi=43742&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000055279&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=1922283&md5=f15fe26d0cc4f6e07f5617ad7add17ca
The Budgeting Process and the Implications on Social Policies and Poverty Reduction: Alternatives to Traditional Models

UNRISD, August 2009
This paper analyzes the key aspects of the budget process, the conditions and players necessary for its execution, and the different management models that have evolved. It gives an overview of the debates regarding the budget process and budgeting approaches, with special focus on two alternative forms to traditional budgeting: participatory budgeting and gender-sensitive budgeting
http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BF3C2/setLanguageCookie?OpenAgent&langcode=en&url=/80256B3C005BCCF9/search/D8B6BCCC8E330C50C12575FB00375576?OpenDocument
Conferences

03 - 05 September 2009

St. Gallen, Switzerland
The 5th World Ageing and Generations Congress
Website:
http://www.wdassociation.org/dcpage.aspx?fid=8 
The aim of the World Ageing & Generations Congress is to address important topics related to demographic change and its effect on the labour market and social security, on health issues, on the development of new products and markets and on changing lifestyles in society.

07 - 10 September 2009

Prato, Italy
Children and the Law: International approaches to children and their vulnerabilities
Website:
http://www.med.monash.edu.au/socialwork/conference09/ 
The conference will give particular attention to the following themes:

The protection of children under the law

Family law and its impact on children.

Children as citizens: the vulnerability of indigenous children, the global movement of children, child trafficking, the impact of war and trauma on children

Youth justice

Health and mental health impacts on children and their intersection with legal processes.
09 - 11 September 2009

York, United Kingdom
15th European Groupwork Symposium / Groups in communities, communities in groups
Website:
http://www.whitingbirch.net/ip004.shtml 
This Symposium explores the use of groups and groupwork within established communities such as hospitals, day centres, therapeutic communities, prisons, schools, and many others. How do these ideas, that of the ‘community’ and that of the ‘group’, complement or conflict with each other? Are they compatible? Can we make them work well together? Examples of groupwork practice, where these and other relevant issues can be explained will be most welcome.

Deadline Call for Papers  27th February 2009.
11 September 2009

London, United Kingdom
Workshop on Diasporas and Activism in Europe
There are many diaspora communities situated throughout Europe and yet very little is known about how these diasporas engage with their local communities, the state structures of the countries in which they reside, and with  broader EU bodies.  This one day workshop proposes to advance thinking about diasporas in Europe, examining how these actors negotiate their multiple identities (e.g., national, ethnic, religious, gender, sexual etc)  and their engagement and activism at various levels (local, national, regional, etc.)

14 - 18 September 2009

Copenhagen, Denmark
Migration and Mobility, 14th International Metropolis Conference
Website:
http://www.metropolis2008.org/future-events/index.php 
This conference will examine the role of policy in determining the outcomes of immigration and the presence of immigrants in different societies. The result should be a better understanding of the varying constraints and opportunities under which governments operate, as well as the implications for immigrants and societies

overall of excluding immigrants or denying the cultural and ethnic differences which they bring with them. It aims to provide a better practical understanding

of what we need to do to achieve more prosperous, peaceful, and equitable societies.
17 - 19 September 2009

Urbino, Italy
7th Annual ESPAnet conference

The future of the welfare state
Website:
http://www.espanet-italia.net/conference2009/ 
The Annual ESPAnet Conference 2009 focuses on the future of the welfare state. More precisely it will address paths of social policy innovation highlighting existing constraints, path dependencies and opportunities of social policy change. The conference provides a forum to address theoretical and methodological questions, to reflect on inter- and multi-disciplinarity in social policy research and to discuss new analytical trends. It will also deal with changing paradigms in the concept of the welfare state and in the actual configuration of social policy innovation in Europe and beyond. Shifts in underlying basic principles will also be addressed, ideas or objectives, and factors which might drive such changes and what directions they might indicate for the future of the welfare state.
17 September 2009

Stockholm, Sweden
Roles and Reality for Non-Profit Social and Health Care Providers – Understanding and Applying EU Initiatives  
The seminar is organised during the Swedish EU Presidency in Stockholm, Sweden. The seminar includes presentations of country cases and offers an opportunity to discuss among colleagues from the non-profit sector and decision makers from the European Commission, the European Parliament and representatives from the Swedish government on topics such as; SSGI, public procurement and state aid regulations. You can download the information from http://www.vleva.eu/system/files/EU+Seminar+20090917.doc
29 - 30 September 2009

Gothenburg, Sweden
Active Citizenship and Adult Education
Website:
http://www.eaea.org/events.php?aid=16595&d=2009-09 
Meeting between non-formal education organizations and policy makers from all corners of Europe will inspire more active citizenship and the development of advocacy work in Europe.
30 September - 03 October 2009

Bad Hofgastein, Austria
Financial Crisis and Health Policy
Website:
www.ehfg.orghttp://www.ehfg.org 
The European Health Forum is a meeting place for experts from different sections of the health system and is fundamentally different from events which are specialised in highly restricted areas. This year's theme: Financial Crisis and Health Policy, Impact of the financial crisis on health, Health inequalities in Europe, Sustainable healthcare.
Colophon

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published ten times per year, every month except July and August. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Jean-Michel Hôte (France)

Members of Executive Committee: Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office:

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website: www.icsw.org
E-mail: icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
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