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Child poverty in the Nordic countries

ICSW Expert seminar 

Eva Holmberg
On 20 and 21 November 2009, the 20th anniversary of the UN convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), an expert seminar was held in Stockholm on child poverty in the Nordic countries. It gathered representatives from five Nordic countries – Denmark, Finland, Greenland, Norway, Sweden – with a total of 30 participants. The presentations showed that the situation is very similar in all Nordic countries, except in Greenland where it is even worse. The presentations also outlined different outlooks on the problem of child poverty.

The seminar started with a discussion on the definition of child poverty. There are different ways to give a definition, starting from an economic point of view or from a social point of view, or combining the two perspectives. This discussion was followed by presentations from each participating country. 

Denmark demonstrated the effects that cut-downs in the welfare system had for the most vulnerable persons in society. The speaker also pointed out the situation for the immigrants who received even less support than the Danish citizens and had to have been working for several years before becoming eligible for more support. 

Norway, the richest country among the Nordic Countries, is the only country with a special action program against child poverty. Speakers presented how to work proactively to prevent poverty or address it at an early stage.

The Swedish representative discussed child poverty from the perspective of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The speaker demonstrated that the different areas of rights offered  possibilities to research child poverty in those areas. This would certainly favour a wider definition of child poverty than starting out from definitions limited to economical or social circumstances. 

Finland presented its views on the significance of the duration of poverty. The presenters indicated that many families were poor for some years, especially when the children were small. But there are significant differences in the periods of poverty, depending on the composition of the family and the number of parents. If there were two parents in the family, the period of poverty was short, on average  three years. But in a single parent family the period of poverty was an average seven years.

Greenland’s report showed that almost every fifth child in Greenland goes to bed hungry.  Those children live under extremely difficult circumstances. But the speaker also indicated that there are resources in society to help those children. Unfortunately, because the system to spread the resources is not well developed, these resources do not reach the children and families who need them most. Interesting with the report from Greenland was that the voices of the children themselves were heard in it.

One of the conclusions from the discussions following these presentations was that a major concern was shared by all Nordic countries is school dropouts. In all five countries the figure is as high as one fifth of the children which leave school without having passed an exam. That is a huge problem because those children will be predestined to a future in poverty. 

The full report from the expert meeting will become available later.

Europe 2020 Agenda

Consultation deadline 15 January 2010

In presenting his programme for the new Commission, President Barroso set out his vision for where the European Union should be in 2020. He believes that the exit from the current crisis should be the point of entry into a new sustainable social market economy, a smarter, greener economy where our prosperity will result from innovation and from using resources better, and where knowledge will be the key input. To make this transformation happen, Europe needs a common agenda: the EU 2020 strategy. 

This strategy should enable the EU to make a full recovery from the crisis, while speeding up the move towards a smart and green economy. EU 2020 will build on the successes obtained by the Lisbon strategy since its 2005 re-launch, which focused on growth and jobs, but will also address some of the Lisbon strategy's shortcomings. The Commission intends to present a formal proposal for the EU 2020 strategy early next year, with a view to the EU's Heads of State and government adopting the strategy at their spring 2010 meeting. In the meantime, the Commission opened the consultation on some suggested broad policy considerations for the future EU2020 strategy, which are contained in a consultation document (http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/index_en.htm).

The Europe 2020 agenda as it stands seems a step back for social cohesion and social inclusion in Europe and will increase inequalities. The growth and competitiveness paradigm is coming back on the agenda even stronger than in 2005, as if lessons from the current crisis were not drawn. The Social Platform is coordinating a joint response from its members, but individuals and organisations can also respond through the consultation website: http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/index_en.htm 

EU ratifies UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

On 26 November 2009, the Council of the European Union, the European Community ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD). This ratification represents a major policy shift toward enforcing human rights obligations: this is the first time in the European Union history that the Community is going to accede to an international human rights treaty.

There are nine core international human rights treaties at the UN level. Entered into force on May 2008, the CRPD is the first United Nations Convention specifically related to the rights of people with disabilities; it became a reality largely due to active mobilization of those who participated in negotiating the text. The CRPD has set a number of precedents: it is the first major Human Rights treaty of the 21st century and the fastest to have been ratified by an impressive number of countries since its entry into force in 2008. With 143 signatories and 74 ratifications only just 32 months after opening the Convention for signatures, the UN CRPD sets an unprecedented record of commitment by the international community.

The European Disability Forum, the European umbrella organisation representing the interests of 65 million citizens with disabilities in Europe, has lobbied extensively in favour of this ratification. For EDF, it constitutes a historic achievement in the struggle against violations of the human rights of people with disabilities. More information can be found on the website of EDF 

http://www.edf-feph.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=13855&thebloc=23109 

EU Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion

2010 has almost arrived – the European Year For Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. The key objectives are to raise public awareness about these issues and renew the political commitment of the EU and its Member States to combat poverty and social exclusion.

The guiding principle of the 2010 Year is to give voice to the concerns of people who have to live with poverty and social exclusion, and to inspire every European citizen and other stakeholders to engage with these important issues. The objective is to ensure everyone can play a full and active role in society. Civil society organisations and social partners will join participating countries and the European Commission to run a series of activities throughout 2010.




Logo of the year

Two European-level conferences will take place in January and December; an art initiative will build a bridge between people experiencing poverty and social exclusion and the creative world; while special training days will give the media and decision-makers fresh insight into these complex subjects.

The year has its own website <http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/> where more infor-mation can be found on national and local events that will take place in every EU Member State, plus Norway and Iceland. Activities will include awareness raising campaigns, workshops and information seminars in schools. Films, magazines and other information material will be produced to help people understand how poverty and social exclusion affect their communities, and for those directly affected, increase awareness of their rights.

2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development

Final call for papers

The deadline for the submission of abstracts for workshops and for scholarship applications has been postponed to 31 December 2009. The 2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development will take place  from 10 to 14 June 2010 in Hong Kong. If you would like to receive Conference News in the future, please email the organisers at info@swsd2010.org with the subject "Subscribe". More information about the conference can be found on the conference website www.swsd2010.org 

Publications

Social Policy in Context

Peter Hermann

Social policy is widely accepted as a scientific discipline. This suggests that the subject is disciplined, i.e. regimented. One important point in this context is that social policy is self-focused and not much concerned with systematic economic determinants and the historical perspective on its own existence.
The present book recalls some fundamental issues – such as the partial liberation of human decision making from otherworldly powers – and looks as well at topics discussed in contemporary settings such as the European Model and empowerment. The volume looks for an analysis that reaches beyond “yesterday’s solutions for the problems we don’t really know anyway”.

For more information: Rozenberg publishers (http://www.rozenbergps.com/) European Diversity Series. 
Facts and Figures on Long-Term Care. Europe and North America

M. Huber, R. Rodrigues, F. Hoffmann, K. Gasior, and B. Marin
Even before the current financial crisis, there was a growing concern over the fiscal and social sustainability of long-term care for dependent older people. Yet despite these concerns, little is known about basic indicators on this subject. The present publication, “Facts and Figures on Long-term Care – Europe and North America” seeks to bridge that gap of information by bringing together information from international and national sources to present comparable indicators on long-term care.

The indicators presented in this publication cover several issues directly related to long-term care for dependent older people. It covers the demographic, health and living arrangements background information as well as the provision of informal care, and stretches from beneficiaries of formal long-term care services (both in institutions and in their homes, by ex and age groups) to public and private expenditure on long-term care.
The present publication aims to be the first edition of a series of biannual publications to contain updated and upgraded information on long-term care.

More details and free sample pages: http://www.euro.centre.org/detail.php?xml_id=1601
Conferences

08 - 10 February 2010
Maastricht, The Netherlands
Social Protection and Social Inclusion: what’s happening in Europe?

E-Mail:
e.hermens@eipa.eu
Website:
www.eipa.eu
This seminar will present the European Commission policy and agenda in assisting the Member States through this process. The course will also provide information on the main direct funding opportunities in the area with particular focus on the PROGRESS programme. PROGRESS is the EU’s employment and social solidarity programme (2007-2013), established to support financially the implementation of the objectives of the European Union in employment, social affairs and equal opportunities, as set out in the Social Agenda.
24 - 26 February 2010
Athens, Greece

Invisible Wounds - Migrants’ integration

E-mail:
smeseu@smes-europa.org
Website:  http://www.smes-europa.org/INVISIBLE_WOUNDS_Athenseminar_2010.htm 
The seminar will be a forum for exchange of ideas, experiences and proposals concerning the situatin of migrants, more specifically: 

- Human rights and respect for the dignity of migrants: invisible wounds as mental health consequences of the denial of rights; 

- Health and Mental Health: invisible wounds as a consequence of traumatic experiences, present difficulties and humiliations and absence of hope for the future; 

- Participation and employment: migrants as a resource for building society and insuring sustainable development; invisible wounds as mental health consequences of exploitation & trafficking. 

- Integration of home & community: no social cohesion and new multi-ethnic community without respect for diversity; invisible wounds as mental health consequence of pressure for assimilation.

24 - 26 February 2010
Rotterdam, The Netherlands
7th Forum of the World Alliance of Cities Against Poverty (WACAP)

E-mail:
info@wacap2010-rotterdam.nl
Website:
http://www.wacap2010-rotterdam.nl/ 
Confronting the Crisis Collectively: Working Together to end Poverty

This three days conference will convene members of all stakeholders to set an agenda to empower cities in order to achieve effectively the Millennium Development Goals with a focus on the fight against poverty. The aim is, together with the regional authorities, the private sector and the civil society, to take concrete initiatives against poverty with the support of governments and international organizations in the context of climate change, energy, food and water crises. The conference also aims to give an impulse to governments of different levels to implement policies that cope with poverty. The crises discussed above demand rigorous action with a focus on improvement of quality of life within a strong, social and economical infrastructure, one that includes public services and a better environment for all.

11 - 12 March 2010
Malaga, Spain

Ambient Assisted Living in Europe – Technology and Innovation for Ageing Well

E-mail:
aaliance@aaliance.eu
Website:
http://www.aaliance.eu/public/news/call-for-papers-aal-in-europe-2013-technology-and-innovation-for-ageing-well 
The Coordination Action AALIANCE - funded by the European Commission, DG Information Society and Media, within the 7th Framework Programme - focuses on Ambient Assisted Living (AAL) solutions based on advanced ICT technologies for the areas of AAL4Persons, which includes at home and on the move, AAL@community and AAL@work. AALIANCE provides a framework for stakeholders, led by industry, to define research and development priorities, timeframes and action plans on strategically important issues in the field of Ambient Assisted Living. Furthermore it plays a key role in ensuring an adequate focus of research funding for AAL, in fostering effective public-private partnerships and in developing a European research policy, in particular in focusing on FP7 and on activities launched by EU member states (AAL Joint Programme).

12 - 14 March 2010
Salzburg, Austria

9th Global Conference: Violence - Probing the Boundaries

E-mail:
v9@inter-disciplinary.net
Website:
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/probing-the-boundaries/hostility-and-violence/%20violence/call-for-papers/ 
The main themes for the 2010 conference are:

1. What Counts as Violence and What’s Wrong with it? 

2. Contexts of Violence 

~ Domestic violence; everyday violence 

~ Offender groups and victim groups: how do these come to be configured? 

~ Community violence: ethnicity and 'race'; nationalism; political violence; religious violence 

~ Institutional violence: the military - recruitment, conscription and training; varieties of law enforcement; educational institutions; hospitals and homes; the workplace 

~ State violence - internal: the violence of punishment; economic violence?; surveillance and repression; detention without trial 

~ State violence - external: pre-emption; self-defence; 'humanitarian' intervention; 

economic sanctions? 

~ Violence for peace: resistance movements; human/animal rights 'extremism'; assassination and 'targeted killing'; 'collateral damage' 

3. Explaining and Understanding Violence 

4. Representing Violence 

Deadline Abstracts: 5th February 2010

21 - 23 March 2010
Geneve, Switserland

Combating poverty and exclusion – Social Work in times of crisis

E-mail:
congres2010.hets@hesge.ch
Website:
http://www.sgsa-ssts.ch/kongress2010/ 
The struggle against poverty and social exclusion represent central themes for social work. Yet the impact of the economic crisis not only modifies the conditions in which poverty and social exclusion take place, and the challenges which go with them, but it puts into question the very ways in which social work currently intervenes. It is time to rethink the positions and orientations of social work, as well as to reflect upon the development, and the medium and long-term perspectives of connexions between social work, society and politics.

Within this context, the Congress of the Swiss Social Work Society sees itself as a platform upon which solutions can be proposed, creative projects developed, and theoretical as well as methodological and practical inroads opened.

The following questions give the general orientations upon which contributions should focus:

- How is social work positioned in relation to the current social crisis? What meaning can be given to positions taken in terms of social justice and solidarity? How can these central values be taken into account within processes currently at play?

- How does social work construe its contribution to the management of the socioeconomic crisis and what does it concretely mean for combating poverty and

exclusion?

- What kind of development potential may be seen to arise?

Colophon

The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published ten times per year, every month except July and August. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General

Telephone
+31 30 7892148

E-mail: 
t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Jean-Michel Hôte (France)

Members of Executive Committee:
Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website:
www.icsw.org
E-mail:
icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
1
Page 4
ICSW Europe Newsletter, December 2009

