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ICSW Europe & ENSACT regional conference

27 – 29 April 2009

Dubrovnik, Croatia

There are already more than 600 registered participants for the ICSW Europe & ENSACT conference 2009 in Dubrovnik, Croatia, but you can still join! 

The central theme of our joint ICSW & ENSACT conference is Social action in Europe: different legacies and common challenges. Key note speakers from various backgrounds will address this issue and its various subthemes. The conference offers a unique opportunity for in-depth debate between social work educators, practitioners and policy makers.

The first key note address, outlining the conference theme, will be given by Vlado Puljiz. Vlado Puljiz established social policy as scientific discipline in Croatia. His teaching and research expertise cover rural sociology, social policy (particularly pension system and family policy), and social demography. He initiated and headed the first scientific projects on social policy in Croatia. He was also coordinating the working group for preparing an official Croatian document “Family Policy in Croatia“, and from 2001 to 2008 he was the Croatian representative at the Committee for Social Cohesion at the Council of Europe. He established and was editor in chief of the “Journal of Social Policy“, that has been published quarterly since 1994.

Dr Ian Ferguson will hold a key note address on the subject of Social conflicts and reconstruction.
Ian Ferguson is senior lecturer in Social Work in the Department of Applied Social Sciences at the University of Stirling, Scotland. Prior to moving into social work education in 1990, he worked for fourteen years as a social worker, community worker, practice teacher and mental health officer in a variety of settings in the West of Scotland. His main teaching and research interests are in the areas of mental health service user involvement, the experience of refugees and asylum seekers, critical/radical social work theory and practice, and international social work.

Herbert Paulischin is the key-note speaker on the theme of Individualisation and social cohesion.

He is a specialized expert for social work issues in taskforces implemented by Austrian ministries and national and regional parliaments, advisor for political parties (e.g. chair of a working group related to the UN international year of the family). Herbert Paulischin was director of the “Constance-Zoff-Training-Centre” of social work (1996-2003) and a member of organizing committees and/or programme committees of various international conferences.

The fourth key note speaker, Sarah Banks, will focus on Personal engagement and professional accountability. Sarah Banks is Professor in the School of Applied Social Sciences at Durham University, UK. She is a qualified social worker, has practised as a community development worker and currently teaches on professional qualifying programmes in community and youth work and social work. Sarah Banks initiated the European Social Ethics Project (a working group of FESET) and is founding co-editor of the journal Ethics and Social Welfare. She has been actively involved in developing statements of ethical principles for the English National Youth Agency and the International Association of Social Workers. 

In addition to these key note speeches, the programme includes a multitude of presentations and opportunities for discussion. There are 22 symposiums and more than 120 presenters in 32 workshop sessions, as well as poster sessions and open space opportunities in which you set the agenda. 

The full programme for the ICSW Europe & ENSACT conference is now available on-line.

Visit the website www.social2009.org to see the detailed programme and register if you haven’t done so yet. 

Social Platform

The Social Platform has prepared a letter to the participants of the EU Spring Council on 19 and 20 March 2009. The letter addresses the Heads of States and Governments and calls on them to take steps to counter the recession, restart the economy and protect people from the effects of the economic crisis. The Social Platform states that it is time to show bold leadership. In the current crisis, the value of investing in people, based on fundamental rights and ecological solutions is far more important than speculative investment as it benefits the whole of society.

The European leaders are called upon to:

· At EU and national level, commit to invest in and reinforce social protection systems, and guarantee adequate minimum income

· At EU and national level, make investment in educational, social and health services a chapter of your recovery plan and account for it as an investment and not a cost

· Support civil society by including a chapter in the recovery plan on cooperation with NGOs and work with them to find a way out of the crisis. 

These three steps are discussed in more detail in the full document that can be found on the Social Platform website .

Publications

Ursula von der Leyen / Vladimir Spidla (Eds.): Voneinander lernen - miteinander handeln. Aufgaben und Perspektiven der Europäischen Allianz für Familien. (Learning from each other – acting together: objectives and perspectives of the European Alliance for Families)
Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft. Baden-Baden 2009.

For all their different background situations and traditions, the Member States of the European Union share a common goal: that of achieving a genuine work-family balance. During its Council Presidency in the first half of 2007, the German Federal Government established the European Alliance for Families – as a forum for dialogue on successful approaches to and innovative strategies for family policy in Europe. In this collection of essays (in English and in German), edited by the German Federal Minister of Family Affairs, Ursula von der Leyen, and EU Commissioner Vladimir Spidla, authors from many EU countries contribute their specific experiences and ideas of family and society, informed by their different economic and historical backgrounds, to the European dialogue on family policy. In addition to the question of demographic equilibrium, the focus is on education, early years nurturing and gender equality. 

If you are interested in this publication (Article No.: 09106), you can order it free of charge: 

Publikationsversand der Bundesregierung, Email: publikationen@bundesregierung.de  

Beyond GDP proceedings

The European Commission and its Beyond GDP partners have released the full 2007 Beyond GDP Conference proceedings. The proceedings capture the contributions of all the presenters at the conference and the workshop and include transcripts of the contributions from the floor and the discussions amongst the panellists. The proceedings are now available for download at the Beyond GDP website.

The proceedings include the following topics: Measuring progress, true wealth, and well-being; New measures of progress; The challenge of going beyond GDP; Technical and policy challenges; Collaboration opportunities. 
The proceedings are published in English only. The conference can be watched in German, French (and English) via the video archive and some speeches can be read in original language via Presentations.

Colophon
The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published ten times per year, every month except July and August. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.
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Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.

If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
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