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From now on the ICSW Europe Newsletter will be sent to you every month! In this way we hope to bring you information on events and activities in the social field on a timelier basis. The ICSW Europe Newsletter will be produced ten times per year, every month except July and August. Feel free to distribute this Newsletter to others and to use its contents, provided this Newsletter is acknowledged as the source. Registration for this free Newsletter can be done on the website
Regional ICSW Europe Conference 2009

Register now: early bird registration fees until 1 February 2009!!!!!

From 26 - 29 April 2009 the ENSACT conference Social action in Europe: different legacies & common challenges? will take place in Dubrovnik, Croatia.
ENSACT – European Network of Social Action – is a joint initiative of ICSW Europe, the European Association of Schools of Social work, FESET, the International Federation of Social Workers/European region, FICE and the International Association of Social Educators. The 2009 ENSACT Conference presents an opportunity for social professionals, lecturers, researchers, students, policymakers, service providers and service users to share and exchange valuable knowledge, to debate upon current challenges and to discuss ways forward in the field of social practice, education, policy and provision.

Website:
www.social2009.org 
Global financial crisis has effects on social services

ICSW Europe’s point of view

The European Union has presented a European Economic Recovery Plan to fight the financial crisis and coordinate action by EU and members states. The Social Platform put the Recovery Plan on the agenda of its Social Policy Working Group to find out whether the EU Recovery plan responds to the reality of the economic crisis. The Platform asked its members for an update on the way the economic crisis impacts on their core groups or activities. 

The Recovery plan proposes to boost the economy with a budget of 200 billion Euros – 1.5% of the EU’s annual GDP. The underlying principle of the Recovery plan is solidarity and social justice, although one may ask how much solidarity the member states will be able or willing to muster. In addition to stabilizing and boosting consumption, there is a strong emphasis on measures to retain employment.

Even though there are as yet few hard figures to prove that the crisis has hit, there is plenty of anecdotal evidence that people are beginning to suffer its effects. Especially those people who are already in a vulnerable position, in precarious jobs with little or no social protection, with difficulties to access the labour market, or dependent on reduced pensions. Women make up a large part of this group. 

The Social Platform will send out a strong message to learn from mistakes made in earlier crises, to find sustainable solutions to improve weak structures and governance, both for the short term and for the longer term, while upholding the EU values framework of solidarity, equal rights and anti-discrimination. 

ICSW Europe’s members are mainly civil society organizations representing the care and welfare sector in their respective countries. A first consultation of ICSW Europe’s members brought to light the following observations: 

· The economic crisis is widely anticipated but has not yet struck the care and welfare sector with full force: the crisis and its effects are feared, but not yet felt. In some countries financial support for the care system was recently increased, but this may have been the effect of prolonged decision making processes. 

· Workers in the care and welfare sectors are at risk, because they are often low paid and in a relatively weak position. Women are overrepresented in the sector. The health and care sector face reductions of the work force and high levels of unemployment. Privatisation of care and welfare services in some countries has already led to failure and bankruptcy. Although this should not be blamed on the economic crisis, it will add to the negative impact on service provision, especially to vulnerable people.

· Reduced public expenditure in the care and welfare sectors will put increasing pressure on the care and welfare systems and related mutual insurance systems in many countries. Spain offers an interesting use of public funds to increase employment in social economy enterprises, by means of the Spanish “single payment” system, whereby 2 years of unemployment benefit can be paid in one lump sum to workers who decide to set up a cooperative or workers-owned company (sociedad laboral) or who decide to be worker-members in these firms. 

The financial and economic crisis will affect the social life and the social climate in countries and needs to be closely monitored for possible positive and negative effects, both in the short term and in the longer term. The adverse effects of reduced public expenditure will threaten the availability and the quality of the care and welfare services that provide for large groups of vulnerable people, at a time when the need for these services can be expected to increase. Reduced access to these services or reduced quality of the services on offer will add to the burden of those who our need support most. 

ICSW Europe calls for:

· Guaranteed access to social, care and health services for all who need it without restriction or loss of quality

· Monitoring of short term and longer term effects of the economic crisis on the availability and quality of health care, care and welfare services, to counter adverse effects in a timely and effective manner. 

Czech Republic EU Presidency 

The three E’s – the economy, energy and external relations – will be the current Czech Presidency’s three priorities. The Presidency’s motto is “Europe without barriers”, and it will work to remove obstacles which undermine the EU’s economic potential and boost Europe’s energy security. An important aspect of the fight against social exclusion would be family policy and allowing all families to choose whether the mother should go out to work or stay at home to care for the children, without harming the family’s economic prospects.

With regard to external relations, the Czech Presidency will play the role of ‘honest broker’ helping the Western Balkans to fulfil the necessary conditions to join. It will continue negotiations with Croatia and hold talks with the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (including about the latter’s use of the name ‘Macedonia’). The Presidency will also open two more chapters in the accession negotiations with Turkey, and it will help the Union to develop its Eastern Partnership, which covers Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. Here, discussions will focus on visa facilitation, closer economic cooperation, and regional and cultural cooperation to bring them closer to Europe.

(from: Event Report of a European Policy Centre Policy Briefing on 16 December 2008)

More information can be found on the Czech Presidency website. 

Social Platform Presidency tests

Social Platform announced its assessment of the outgoing French EU presidency. The Platform found that the French presidency performed averagely on social issues. Although France was able to make decisive progress in several key areas, such as the fight against discrimination and the integration of people excluded from the labour market, it generally fell short of securing an overall refocus on social rights in Europe. France also supported scaling back the level of working time protection in the EU with its backing of the revised Working Time Directive. On migration, France secured the adoption of a European Immigration Pact based on the security of the EU and worker efficiency, rather than taking a rights-based approach. It also demonstrated a lack of openness, excluding civil society from the debates on the Pact.

Although in the beginning it did not put social issues at the top of its agenda, France ultimately advanced the EU in several social fields, such as anti-discrimination, according to the Social Platform. The Czech Republic now needs to pick up where France left off, and respond to the specific challenges of dealing with the economic crisis, promoting civil dialogue and encouraging participation in the European elections. 

Beyond GDP: Measuring progress, true wealth, and the well-being of nations 

To commemorate the one-year anniversary of the conference Beyond GDP: Measuring progress, true wealth, and the well-being of nations, and to highlight the ongoing work of this initiative, the European Commission and partners announce the re-launch of the Beyond GDP website, the release of the complete conference proceedings, and the launch of the Beyond GDP newsletter. 

The website is available at www.beyond-gdp.eu.
Economic Development and Time Devoted to Direct Unpaid Care Activities

An UNRISD paper by Nancy Folbre and Jayoung Yoon, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

A growing literature emphasizes the distinctive characteristics of care, its implications for the development of human capabilities, and its centrality to the process of social reproduction. Yet relatively little attention has been devoted to the impact of economic development on the demand for and supply of care. The advent of time-use diary surveys in a broad range of countries offers the opportunity to answer an important question: How do the institutional transformations and increases in per capita market income associated with economic development affect temporal demands for direct unpaid care of dependents such as children, the sick, and the elderly?

This paper addresses this broad question in both theoretical and empirical terms, focusing on a cross-sectional analysis of fifteen European countries which vary considerably in terms of average levels of income and education, as well as child care policies. 

For more information, visit the UNRISD website 
Conferences

12 February 2009
Eradicating child poverty - the role of the European Union
Brussels, Belgium
Organisation:
Eurochild
E-mail:
admin@eurochild.org
Website:
http://www.eurochild.org/?id=182 
Investment in children and families, especially in early childhood, is probably the most effective way of securing sustainable social, economic and political progress in the Union.

This round table brings together experts, politicians, government officials and NGOs to discuss the action needed at EU level to drive this agenda forward. Although the EU’s Open Method of Coordination on Social Inclusion and Social Protection has achieved greater political recognition of the challenge of child poverty, there has been little impact on actual poverty levels in member states.  Looking beyond 2010 and the renewal of the Lisbon agenda, we ask how the EU can support member states increase investment and implement reform to improve children’s well-being and future chances.
16 - 17 February 2009


Seminar on gender-sensitive labour migration policies
Brdo, Slovenia
Organisation:
OSCE Secretariat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia
E-mail:
maccan@osce.org
Website:
http://www.osce.org/item/32399.html 
The seminar aims at raising awareness of the need for gender-sensitive labour migration policies among policy makers, social partners and other key stakeholder groups of the OSCE participating States and Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation. 

The goal of the event is to raise awareness of the policy relevance of the gender dimension in migration and how labour migration policies can be made more gender-sensitive. We will discuss concrete actions and initiatives to be taken to ensure gender sensitive labour migration policies, as well as expand regional dialogue, consultation and co-operation.
24 - 25 February 2009


6th European Forum of Citizens’ Advice Services on the Exercise of European Citizenship Rights
Brussels, Belgium
Organisation:
ECAS Europe
E-mail:
laura.pipponzi@ecas.org
Website:
http://www.ecas-citizens.eu/content/view/146/147/ 
The objectives of the Forum are to promote the citizens’ rights, and showcase the advice that can be provided in this field, special attention will be attached to European citizenship rights; exchange information and good practices between legal advice providers; facilitate informal learning and networking; upgrade the knowledge and skills of the citizens’ advice professionals and thus benefit the advice service users – citizens across Europe.

05 - 08 March 2009


The Second International Sociodrama Conference “Shadows of Society”
Stockholm and Helsinki, Sweden and Finland
Organisation:
Finnish Psychodrama Association & Foundation of Psychodrama Academy  & Swedish School of Psychodrama
E-mail:
sociodramaconference@gmail.com
Website:
http://congressosociodrama.blogspot.com/ 
At this conference we will promote the professional network in order to clarify how sociodrama can be used as an excellent method for various group contexts, like in education, business, organisations and health care.
16 - 18 Marcht 2009
Social Rights, Active Citizenship and Governance in the EU
Brussels, Belgium
Organisation:
CINEFOGO
Website:
http://cinefogo.cuni.cz/index.php?&l=0&w=16&id_event=90 
After almost four years of joint research, the CINEFOGO network will stage a top-level conference where European researchers will meet EP members, EU officials, NGO representatives (EU, national), and the media. The goal of the conference is to spread the outcomes of research conducted by the CINEFOGO project at the European and national levels of policy making.
Colophon
The Newsletter of ICSW European Region is published ten times per year, every month except July and August. The content of this Regional Newsletter may be freely reproduced or cited provided the source is acknowledged. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the policy of ICSW.

Contributions on social welfare from all sectors of the international community are welcome: 

ICSW Europe

Thea Meinema, Secretary General
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+31 30 7892148
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t.meinema@movisie.nl
PO Box 19129, 3501 DC  Utrecht, the Netherlands

ICSW European Region

President: 
Eva Holmberg-Herrström (Sweden)

Treasurer: 
Pierre Alviset (France)

Members of Executive Committee: Cornelia Markowski (Germany), Romas Lazutka (Lithuania) and Hripsime Kirakosyan (International Union of Black Sea NGOs). 

Global Office:

International Council on Social Welfare

Telephone
+31 30 7892226

President:
Christian Rollet (France)

Vice-President:
Charles Abbey (Ghana)

Treasurer:
Marijke Steenbergen (the Netherlands)

Member:
Jong-Sam Park (South Korea)

Executive Director:
Denys Correll

Website: www.icsw.org
E-mail: icsw@icsw.org
Please feel free to distribute this newsletter as widely as possible.
If you wish to cease receiving this newsletter, please click 'here' and give us your name and email address.
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