ICSW REGIONAL PRESIDENT’S WORKING VISIT TO NIGERIA,

 9-14 OCTOBER 2005 

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS/MEDIA

Madam Chairperson,

President, NNNGO,

Special Adviser on CSOs/NGOs to H.E. The President of the Republic of Nigeria,

Executive Directors of NGOs/CSOs

Development Partners

Members of the Press

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure and honour to meet with you today. This is about my third visit to Abuja and the fifth to Nigeria.

I want to begin by expressing my thanks to God for the travelling mercies granted to all of us. I also want to stand with our Muslim family during this Holy Month of Ramadan.

About ICSW

The International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) represents, through its members in over seventy countries, tens of thousands of civil society organisations. ICSW’s members are involved in service provision of and advocacy for social development, social welfare and social justice.

ICSW analyses the issues raised throughout its membership network in order to develop representative policies. ICSW through its global and regional structures advocates to governments at the national, regional and global levels.

As an organisation with UN consultative status, ICSW is involved in global discussions concerning issues of social development, social welfare and social justice. This involvement is especially within WHO, ECOSOC and the Commission for Social Development.
Some Developmental Issues

Madam Chairperson, the time has come for Africa to wake up from its developmental slumber. The issues of Unemployment, Education, Health, Democracy and Governance, Proliferation of Arms, Violent Conflicts, Child Trafficking, Unfair Trade Practices, Political, Economical and Social Enslavement of our Peoples must be addressed with urgency and appropriateness.
Call for Mutually Supportive Government-Civil Society Relations

I am here to add my voice and that of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW) to the voice and activities of civil society in Nigeria and Africa. There must be a quick and radical transformational change in our core values, attitudes, practices, leadership, among others. 

Unless and until civil society takes its rightful place, does the right linkages, does the right things at the right time, nobody will take our “cacophonous voices” serious. The front of NGOs and CSOs is so divided and fragmented that this is working to the advantage of those who are not really interested in the total development of our continent. Enough of our in-fightings and lack of accountability and transparency. 
During this visit, I would like to appeal to all governments and civil society to forge mutually re-enforcing and beneficial partnerships. The mutual suspicions and mis-trust that has bedevilled Government-Civil Society Relations across the continent must give way. We have had enough of the “token” recognitions that several governments give to civil society. I call for a new chapter in these relations and partnerships. To what extent are the considered views and positions of civil society factored into national and international development agenda? Do we as civil society have real involvement and participation in government meetings at ECOWAS, United Nations and other inter-governmental bodies? 

It is also important for all partners in development to consider a big shift from meetings to practical implementation of the tens of signed agreements and protocols that continue to gather dust on shelves.
Conclusion

Madam Chairperson, I would like to appeal to all civil society organisations in Nigeria and Africa to spearhead the transformational change of our great continent. I expect the NNNGO, the ICSW member organisation in Nigeria to be an active partner in this initiative.

I would like to appeal to the Government of Nigeria to continue to open its doors to civil society organisations and facilitate the increased participation of such in all its policies and meetings at inter-governmental levels. I strongly believe that if Nigeria is able to move the Government-Civil Society Partnership to a higher level, it will positively impact the whole of Africa, beginning from ECOWAS.

I pledge the commitment and support of ICSW to facilitate the achievement of the good objectives that we have all set for our countries.
Madam Chairperson, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you all very much for your time and attention. 

I wish you Almighty God’s continuous blessings.

Charles Abbey

ICSW Regional President

West and Central Africa

14 October 2005 
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