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1 Social Welfare and Social Development

ICSW has a commitment to taking a lead in both social welfare and social development issues. 

2 Networking and linking our work

ICSW has a substantial global network of members, related individuals and organisations that are a powerful force for change. 

3 Communicating with our stakeholders

ICSW communicates its message through multiple mediums.

ICSW Central and West Africa increased its circulation of the monthly newsletter Global Cooperation by including more civil society groups in the region on its mailing list. This included women groups, farmers’ and trade groups and religious bodies. 

4 Ongoing Global Advocacy and Socially Responsible Global Governance 

ICSW advocates the strengthening and reform of the multilateral system. In addition, ICSW is extending its involvement through engagement with emerging processes focused on the reform of globalisation and global governance.
UN CSoD, New York

ICSW Central and West Africa participated in the 44th UN Commission on Social Development, New York, USA, as one of the very few delegates from the Global South. The Regional President took the opportunity to address every meeting on the importance of increased development assistance to combat mass youth unemployment, violent conflicts in the sub region, unfavourable trade policies that continue to worsen the economic and social conditions of the people.    

African Union

In March 2006, the African Union Social Commission invited ICSW to the Experts Group to finalise work on the Draft Social Policy Framework for Africa. The Draft Document discussed several issues that included New Paths for African Youth Employment Development, Putting Children First, Migrant African Labour: Treatment, Protection and Welfare.
ICSW participated in the presentation of The Final Draft on Social Policy Framework for Africa to the Ministerial Meeting in Cairo, Egypt, April 2006.

ICNRD-6, Doha, Qatar

In October and November 2006, ICSW participated in the UN-sponsored sixth (6th) international conference on New or Restored Democracies (ICNRD-6), Doha, Qatar.

The ICNRD-6 conference split into 6 thematic workshops with approximately 25 participants in each, moderated by members of the ICSFD Steering Committee with the following content:

1) Freedom to live in dignity which took up the situation of indigenous peoples, women, minorities and others deprived of means to participate in political processes and having access to media,

2) Conflict prevention and peace building which attempted to provide continuity to the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC), and which heard important dilemmas presented by civil society representatives from Palestine, Iraq, Sudan, Uganda and Liberia,

3) Participatory governance which focused on transparency, accountability and participation of women,

4) Citizenship, responsibility and participation with emphasis on civic education and the costs of running democratic institutions,

5) Democracy assessment and promotion tools with an emphasis on the Middle East which considered tools to measure advancement of democracy and how civil society and media can contribute to monitoring, and  

6) Democratization, international institutions and global governance, opens to all the stakeholders.

5 Regional Level - Regional Cooperation  

At the regional level, and as an extension of the Regional Cooperation Project, ICSW continues to facilitate the cooperation of civil society with regional intergovernmental bodies to achieve regional social policy and the development and adoption of social charters in Southern regions.   

ICSW-WACSOF Signs MoU to collaborate with ECOWAS
On 5th November 2006, ICSW Central and West Africa signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the West African Civil Society Forum (WACSOF). WACSOF is the platform for civil society organisations in fifteen countries of West Africa that has been recognised by the regional intergovernmental body ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) to engage in policy and implementation issues affecting member countries.

The ICSW-WACSOF partnership enables both partners to share development information, undertake research and engage with regional and global intergovernmental bodies such as ECOWAS, African Union and the United Nations.

During the year under review, ICSW participated in the 4th WACSOF Annual Conference in Burkina Faso, 17-19 December 2006. ICSW contributed to the group sessions on the following which were included in the report to the ECOWAS Heads of State and Government Summit in Burkina Faso.
Food, Agriculture and Environment

1. ECOWAS should implement policies that promote access to high quality agricultural inputs in order to support the African Green Revolution Initiative.

2. ECOWAS should put in place policies that facilitate intra regional trade to ensure food security and agricultural development.

Regional Integration, Economic Development, Trade and Investment

1. WACSOF notes with concern the issue of harassment of travellers across borders, numerous road blocks and other hindrances to free movement of goods and persons across the sub region. This has negatively affected intra-regional trade, investment and regional integration.

2. As we approach the signing of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) in 2010, ECOWAS should ensure that the relevant structures put in place for regional integration are strengthened for the greater benefits of Community citizens. 
3. There is the need to speedily improve on the current level of transport, telecommunication and monetary infrastructure in the sub region if we are to really achieve regional economic integration. 
· It is important to facilitate better road and railway networks across the sub region as an alternative to air transportation which is increasingly becoming more expensive
· Telecommunication companies operating in the sub region are urged to reduce the high cost of telecommunication services in Member States. 
· Monetary institutions across the sub region should also be encouraged to reduce the current interest and lending rates in order to allow for more funding to local industries and farmers. 
6 North-South Partnerships - Northern Activism 

ICSW’s Northern members seek to engage with national ministries of development and trade to ensure more effective overseas development assistance and a socially responsible approach to globalisation by Northern governments.

ICSW Central and West Africa is still looking forward to a north partnership and would welcome any of its members in this direction.

7 South-South Policy Dialogue - Southern Social Policy Dialogues 

ICSW will enhance the sharing of information, knowledge and experience between South actors. Actors will learn from each other successful practices in participating in regional governance, new modes of decentralised provision of social services and new approaches to social and economic security.  

The partnership between ICSW and WACOSF enable the two parties to share information, knowledge and experience. The Global Cooperation is widely circulated among WACOSF member organisations.  The ICSW regional president for Central and West Africa and the WACSOF General Secretary engaged in discussions on how to empower civil society in sub region to be able to engage their national governments to influence national policies. The ICSW Regional President for Central and West Africa would, if funds became available, build on this by attending more of WACSOF meetings in 2007. 

The Regional President paid a working visit to the Republic of Togo where he addressed the Press on the need for Africa to wake up from its developmental slumber. He raised the issues of high unemployment, education, health, unfair trade policies that favour the north, violent conflicts and child trafficking. In closing, the regional president called for mutually supportive government-civil society relations. The experiences of civil society groups in Ghana, Cameroon and Nigeria were also discussed. The Liberte Hebdo and Forum newspapers gave this wide coverage on Monday, 15th March and Saturday, 13th March 2006, respectively.  
In December 2006, the Regional President was invited as a stakeholder by the World Bank to the launch of the Affiliated Network on Social Accountability for Africa (ANSA-Africa). ANSA-Africa will create the platform for civil society organisations to undertake research, share and learn from each other and access grants to undertake training activities for communities to be able to hold their national governments accountable.
Submitted by: Charles Abbey, Regional President, Central and West Africa. 13th February 2007.

  

