Report on Conference on „New Frontiers of Social Policy: Development in a Globalizing World“, Arusha, Tanzania, 12-15 December 2005

By

Charles Abbey, ICSW Regional President, Central and West Africa

Background

Ten years after the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD), Copenhagen, Denmark, the conference brought together world class academics, policy analysts, practitioners and experts from developing countries to discuss cutting edge research and social policy praxis. The Arusha Conference aimed to generate dialogue on social policies to promote sustainable livelihoods, inclusive and accountable institutions and cohesive societies in developing and transition countries. The conference provided a forum to review cutting edge research and debated how to increase development effectiveness by integrating social policy within national and trans-national programmes.

The inaugural session included two key note speakers who addressed cross-cutting issues – the first linking social policy to economic growth, the second addressed the challenges of ethnicity and social integration in Africa.

The conference was structured around three main themes

· Inequality, Livelihoods and Inclusion

· Institutions, Voice and Accountability

· Cultural Diversity and Social Integration

The conference had three panel discussions

1. Donor Impact on Domestic Accountability

2. Implementing the World Development Report (WDR)06 „Equity and Development“

3. The Role of International Organisations in Global Social Policy

The Arusha conference was organised by the World Bank in collaboration with DfID, SIDA and the Governments of Finland and Norway.

Outcomes of the Conference

The participants issued the Draft Arusha Statement which recognised that

1. There is an enormous challenge of research, analysis and implementation to achieve the objectives of social policy 

2. Participants need to remind themselves that if they are to achieve social policy that is responsive to citizens

3. Participants need to be involved in the generation of knowledge, debate on policy formulation, and the implementation of programmes

4. Social Policy should not fall into the trap of one-size-fits-all prescriptions

5. The manifestation social policy principles within countries will be the result of contestations among citizens and will invariably be a compromise between what is desirable, feasible and acceptable. This implies that policy formulation is by definition, political.

Conclusions

1. The first new frontier of social policy is the transformation of subjects and beneficiaries into citizens. This implies policies that recognise and promote the universal rights and responsibilities of citizens, and strengthen the capacity of citizens to claim their rights. Some of the most effective examples of progress on citizens’ rights have come from alliances between the poor and other segments of society, suggesting that targeting public resources at the poor alone is not always the most effective way of empowering and building their capacities.

2. The second new frontier of social policy consists of fostering an enabling, responsive and accountable state. This entails universal application of rule of law, and equal rights under the law for all citizens regardless of race, colour, creed, gender and religion. This also implies recognising and celebrating multiculturalism as a source of strength for societies, and supporting policies that accommodate diversity in the achievement of universal rights. And this implies recognising the role of power relations and creating institutional mechanisms that offer redress against power inequities.

3. The third new frontier of social policy: Strengthening the capacity of states to mobilise revenue from their citizens, and weaning them of aid dependency. Domestic resource mobilisation is the most effective means of enhancing citizen ownership and state accountability, and of ensuring sustainability.

4. Development Policy is always simultaneously economic and social policy. Mainstreaming social policy involves recognising and drawing on the social dimensions of all policies and programmes. (a) In the more familiar social policy terrain, such as education and health, the implications of these new frontiers are a greater emphasis on equity outcomes both in terms of access and quality of service. (b) There are, however, new arenas that demand equal attention to social policy principles if development policy is to be responsive to citizens’ need. Concrete examples that emerged include (a) more accessible and accountable institutions for provisioning of infrastructure and utilities services to all citizens (b) Strengthened partnerships between public institutions and citizens’ organisations to address the challenges of human settlements in the context of rapid urbanisation and growth of urban slums (c) using the instrument of the law to empower the poor.

5. Social policy might be extended further, for example (a) attention to addressing the spatially-induced challenges of rural areas and (b) deploying fiscal policy to achieve economic and social development.

6. The very rich discussions at the conference highlighted 

· That we can learn more from analysis when cross-country comparisons are grounded in an understanding of the country context, including the history and social and institutional structures.

· That the unit of analysis for social policy does not have to be the nation-state; some social policy concerns are better addressed at sub-national levels and others at trans-national levels.

· That analysis and policy formulation can be enriched by drawing on the strengths of different disciplines and research methods, and local and global knowledge.

Opportunities for ICSW

1. 12 December. I had series of meetings with Leif Romberg, Secretary General of The Finnish ICSW National Committee, Prof. Mikko Mantysaari, President of Finnish ICSW Committee, Ms. Arja Jamsen, Regional Unit Manager for North Karella, East Finland Centre for Social Welfare Work Expertise, and Ms. Anne Pylvanainen, senior Lecturer, Development and International Cooperation, University of Jyvaskyla.

Leif and his team prefer to work with TACOSODE and during the meetings it was agreed that another meeting was held on Friday, 16 December 2005, in Dar es Salaam. An invitation was extended to TACOSODE to visit Finland in March 2006 to follow up on a MoU, etc. The meeting mentioned that I may be invited to the Finland meeting to help foster North-South partnerships.

It was also agreed that Leif will request Sweden to consider a similar initiative in Ghana since the Swedes were waiting to learn from Finland.

Proposed action: The ICSW Executive Director can please follow up on this with Leif.

Leif and the Finland Team requested that I join with them to organise a workshop during the upcoming ICSW Global Conference in Brazil. Proposed action: Charles, Leif and Denys

2. 13 December. I Met with Timo Voipio, Leif Ronneberg, Yvla Nath, Per Knuttson, Christina Josefsson and Jomo Kwame Sundaram, UN Assistant Secretary General for DESA.

Yvla requests a meeting with all ICSW regional Presidents as soon as possible to consider a strategy that will enable her outfit to provide additional funding to support the work of the Regional Presidents. This was after all have heard of my hopes and frustrations. SIDA will fund the meeting. Yvla requests that you and I work on the details and the venue.

She has no problem with the meeting coming off in Sweden or any part of the world. Yvla will also get back to you. Proposed action: Yvla, Denys and Charles
The next question was posed by Timo, "what can be reported at the ICSW conference in Brazil?" 

Proposed action: ICSW must quickly think of something/an activity that will send the right signals that ICSW is really positioned to be a reliable partner with the Bank, UN and other development partners for reporting at the ICSW conference. 
It was reported that the UN and the World Bank are committed to open up to civil

society and therefore wants partners on the ground. This is why all of those present agreed that ICSW is one of the organisations of choice and therefore should be supported. Proposed action: ICSW should increase its advocacy and lobbying with the Bank and UN.
Both Finland and Sweden would like to have more meetings with ICSW. This means that the Global President and Executive Director are going to meet with them sooner than expected, I think. Proposed action: Solveig and Denys
Reading/Other Materials from the Conference

I have mailed these to the ICSW Executive Director.

1. ICSW Finland Draft Proposal on “Co-operation Project between Finland and Tanzania to develop Structures of Citizen Welfare” to the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Development Co-operation.

2. International Migration and Economic Development: Lessons from Low-Income Countries

3. World Bank-Civil Society Engagement: Review of Fiscal Years 2002-2004

4. Social Development Papers: Participation and Civic Engagement, Paper No. 82 / March 2005 

5. CD Rom; Rights + Resources Research Material, Arusha, Tanzania 2005

6. CD Rom: Speeches, Papers, etc., New Frontiers of Social Policy: Development in a Globalizing World. World Bank

Contacts

I have made a copy of the CD Rom that contains all the details of the participants and this is on its way to you. However, I would like to propose that the ICSW Executive Director writes to the following persons introducing ICSW’s Global Programme, etc., to all of them.

	Name
	Organisation
	Position
	Address
	Notes

	H.E. Alhaji  Hassan A. Sunmonu (OON)
	Organisation of African Trade Union Unity (OATUU)
	Secretary General
	P.O. Box M. 386, Accra, Ghana

Email: oatuu@ighmail.com
	Even though we have met a few times at events, this was the first time that I introduced ICSW to him as we were on the same flight from Accra through Addis Ababa to Arusha. He continued on to Dar es Salaam

	Saidi Msonda
	United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL)
	Public Information Officer
	P.O. Box 5, Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Email: msonda@un.org
	As above, we were on the same flight from Accra through Addis Ababa. He continued on to Dar es Salaam

	Professor John Anarfi
	Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER), University of Ghana
	Associate Professor and Deputy Director
	P.O. Box LG 74, Legon, Ghana.

Email: jkanarfi@isser.ug.edu.gh
	

	Theophilus Fadayomi
	African Development Bank/ African Development Fund
	Demographer
	B.P. 323, 1002 Tunis Belvedere, Tunisia

Email: t.fadayomi@afdb.org
	He expressed particular interest in ICSW after I had made an intervention during the wrap up session.

	Derese Getachew Kassa
	Addis Ababa University
	Lecturer in Sociology and Social Administration
	P.O. Box 1176, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Email: dere1979@hotmail.com /deresegf@sosa.aau.edu.et
	

	Duncan Okello
	Society for International Development
	Director, Regional Office for East and Southern Africa
	P.O. Box 2404, Nairobi 00100, Kenya

Email: duncan@sidint.org
	

	Jomo Kwame Sundaram
	United Nations
	Assistant Secretary General for Economic Development Department of Economic & Social Affairs
	United Nations, 2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-2324, New York, NY 10017, USA

Email: jomo@un.org
	

	Dr. Shelton H. Davis
	Georgetown University
	Senior Fellow
	Centre for Latin America Studies, Intercultural Centre, 484 Washington, DC 20057, USA

Email: davissh@georgetown.edu
	He expressed much interest in ICSW after my intervention at closing plenary


